CONFIDENTIAL. 


Class A. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


WITH THE 


BRITISH COMMISSIONERS 


AT 


SIERRA LEONE, HAVANA, THE CAPE OF GOOD 
HOPE, LOANDA, AND NEW YORK ; 


AND 


REPORTS FROM 


BRITISH VICE-ADMIRALTY COURTS, 


AND FROM 


BRITISH NAVAL OFFICERS, 


RELATING TO 


THE SLAVE TRADE 


From January 1 to December 31, 1865. 


LONDON: 
PROVTED BY HARRISON AND SONS, 





LIST OF PAPERS. 


MIXED COMMISSION COURTS. 


SIERRA LEONE. 









Sussecr. 


Jan. 11 ' Receipt of Slave Trade information 


No. Date. | Receipt. | 
1864 1865 
1. H.M.’s Acting Judge to Mr. Hammond __ ..| Dec. 12 
(No. 44) 
_ 2. H.M.’s Acting Judge to Mr. Layard «-| Dec. 31 | Feb. 
No. 48 . 
3. H.M.’s Acting Judge to Earl Rasselt ? .| Dec. 31 | Feb. 10 
o. 49 
4. ” ” ee ) Dec. 31 | Feb. 10 
Spain. No. 14 
5. ” ”» ‘ ~— o. ) Dec. 31 | Feb. 10 
(No. 50) | 1865 
6. Mr. Layard to H.M.’s Acting Judge .+| Feb. 21 
(No. 1) 
7. Earl Russell to H.M.’s Acting Judge ..| Feb. 23 
(No. 2) 
8. » = » ee Feb. 2 
(No. 3) 
9. H.M.’s Acting Judge to Earl Russell ..| Feb, 8| Mar. 13 
(No. 3) 
10. H.M.’s Judge to Earl Russell a ..| Mar. 15| Apr. 20 
(Separate) 
ll. ” a ..| Mar. 16 | Apr. 20 
(Spain. No. 1) 
12. re 3 oe ..| Mar. 16 | Apr. 20 
(No. 5) 
13. * a Mar. 21} Apr. 20 
(Separate) 
14, Earl Russell to H.M.’s Acting Judge ..| Apr. 24 
No. 4 
15. H.M.’s Judge to Earl Russell c ) Apr. 20] May 15 
(Separate) 
16. Earl Russell to H.M.’s Judge June 9 ee 
; ‘Geparate) 
17. Mr. Smith to Earl Russell . --| June 20| July 17 
18. Ps o <é -»| June 23} July 17 
19. ” ” | June 23 | July 17 
20. Earl Russell to Mr. Huggins -»| July 24 
21. Mr. Huggins to Earl Russell . -| June 20 Aug. 1 
22. Mr. Smith to Earl Russell -.| July 1] Aug. 11 
(Separate) 
23. Mr. Smith to Mr. Layard ei «| July 1| Aug. 11 
(No. 12) 
24. ” » ee oe July 1 Aug. 11 
(No. 13) 
25. Mr. Smith to Earl Russell a act July 1{| Aug. 11 
(No. 14) 
26. Mr. Layard to Mr. Smith ee -. | Aug. 14 ° 
27. H.M.’s Acting Judge to Earl Russell -. | Aug. 14} Sept. 11 
28. i" . -« | Aug. 19 | Sept. 11 
29. Mr. Layard to H.M.’s Acting Judge . | Sept. 19 





10 No payments to liberated Africans . 


No slaves emancipated during half- 
ear 
Nias of only vessel adjudicated 
during half-year ., 
No case adjudicated in other Courts 
but that of Spain oe 
Copy of Solicitor to Psa pers 8 
eport respecting effects of z, 
i of S Avion.” Her Ma- 
jesty's Government cannot inter- 
fere os oe 
Slave Trade information oe 


Ditto om 

Half-yearly return of vessels adju- 
dicated in Vice-Admiralty Court . 

Arrived at his post March 14 

Receipt of No. 1. Effects of Edgar, 
seaman of “ America” 

Receipt of Slave Trade information 

Respecting Mr. Ashwood's pension 

Slave Trade information . 


Has granted leave to Mr. Ashwood 


Mr. Ashwood to have nine months’ 
leave 


Death of Mr. Skelton. “Who is to 
be Acting Judge 

Mr. pra de \eft 4 England 

Applies for Judgeship . 

Appoints him Acting Judge 

Applies for Judgeship . 


Loan from Commissariat chest ob- 


tained 
No payments. to Liberated African 


Department . 
No cases adjudicated 


No slaves emancipated .. 

Loan from Commissariat chest ap 
roved 

Has entered on his duties 

Statement in 4. Tal of his spplice- 


tion for Judges 
Cannot appoint hin Judge 


Page 


1 


uo 


eoeoeoxrnns 


19 


LIST OF PAPERS. 








No Date. | Receipt. Suzszcr. Page 
1865 1865 
30. Eari Russell to Mr. Huggins ee Sept. or Cannot appoint him Judge .. (19 
(No. 2) 
31. H.M.’s Acting Judge to Earl Russell ++] Oct. 12] Nov. 16 | Has appointed his son Acting Clerk 19 
hail 22) 
32. ” ” «+| Oct. 17 Nov. 16] A intment of Spanish Consul, 
(Ss in. No. 3) nm Leon de Checa, as Judge . 19 
33, Earl Russell to i. M.'s Acting Judge -| Nov. 20 P pores appointment of his son as 
(No. 6) Acting Clerk 20 
34, H.M.'s Acting Judge to Earl Russell . | Sept. 830] Dec. 11] Annual Report of condemned ves- 
(No. 24) sels 20 
35. H.M.’s Acting Judge to Mr. Murray -+| Nov. 18] Dec. 11 | “ Margarita Quintero .. ss (21 
(No. 25) 
HAVANA. 
1864 1865 
36. H.M.’s Commissary Judge to Earl Russell ..| Nov. 28| Jan. 1 Receipt of Judge's appointment .. 22 
(No. 1) 
37. ” ” Nov, 28} Jan. 1 | Interview with Captain-General re- 
(No. 2) specting Slave Trade .. 22 
38. ” . Dec. 6] Jan. 1] Arrival. Archives delivered. Time 
(No. 3) 1865 of taking oath 23 
39. Earl Russell to H.M.’s Commissary Judge ..| Jan. 5 proves No. 2 of November 28. 
(No.1) | 1864 ae with Captain-General . 23 
40. H.M.’s Commissary Judge to Earl Russell Dec. 16 | Jan. 30| Has taken his oath 24 
(No. 22) 
41. ” ” --| Dec. 31] Jan. 30) No negroes emancipated during last 
(No. 24) | 1865 half-year 24 
42, ” ” --| Jan. 1] Jan. 30| No case adjudicated during half- 
(No. 1) year 24 
43. ” ” Jan. 1] Jan. 30 Appointment of Don Rafael de Toca 
(No. 2) as Spanish Judge . -. «24 
44. Earl Russell to H.M.’s Commissary Judge ..| Apr. 30 Movements of “ Ciceron.” Slave 
(No. 2) Trade information 25 
45. H.M.'s Commissary Judge to Earl Russell ..| May 2] May 30 Supposed landing wear Matanzas. 
(No. 4) Steps taken we 2S 
46 Earl Russell to H.M.'s Commissary Judge ..| June 7 Approves foregoing 27 
(No. 4) 
47. H.M.’s Commissary Judge to Earl Russell ..| May 27| June 29| Reported landing. Statement doubt- 
(No. 5) ful . 28 
48. $e ..| May 27 | June 29 | Receipt of No. 2. Movements of 
(No. 6) “Ciceron” .. 28 
49. ” » ~-| June 1 | June 29 | No foundation for rumour of a slave 
(Consular. No. 25) insurrection . 28 
50. ” --| July 1] July 29] No case before Mixed Court for last 
(No. 5) six months .. 29 
5}. ” ( , Sept. 30 | Oct. 30] Report of Cuban Slave Trade 29 
No. 7 
52. Earl Russell to Mr. Synge " -+| Nov. 3 we Appointing him Judge in Havana 
(No. 1) ' ommission .. ro ie, “Sl 
CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 
1865 1865 
53. Earl Russell to H.M.’s Commissioners .. | Feb. 28 és Mr. Mallet appointed Pediotase a8 vice 
1) Mr. T. Smith se 32 
54. H.M.'s Commissioner to Earl Russell ..|Jan. 6] Feb. 13 | No case adjudicated 32 
(No. 1) 
55 ” ” ..| Jan. 6| Feb. 13 | Report of judicial pecontings No 
(No. 2) case 32 
56. ” o --| Jan. 6] Feb. 13] No slaves emancipated . 32 
(No. 3) 
57 ” ” ..| Jan. 6] Feb. 13] Annual Report i 33 
(No. 6) 
58. ” ” ..|Jan. 6] Feb. 13] No slaves emancipated in 1864 .. 33 
(No. 7) 
59. Earl Russell to H.M.’e Commissioners -| Mar. 1 «s Relative to the contingent expenses 33 
No. 2) 
60. Pe » ’ -»| Mar. 9 ar Slave Trade information . 34 
(No. 3) 
61. H.M.’s Commissioner to Earl Russell Jan. 16} Mar. 10| Receipt of Slave Trade information 34 


(No, 8) 





LIST OF PAPERS. v 
No. Date. | Receipt. Sussecr. Page 
1865 1865 
62. Earl Russell to H.M.’s nina. be se Apr. 10}... Slave Trade information . 34 
lo. 4 
63. H.M.’s Commissioners to Earl Russell --| Mar. 6] Apr. 22 | “ Emma,” with coolies from Macao, 
(No. 8) arrived 34 
64. ” -.| Apr. 18] June 10 | Sardinian ship ' “ Avon” arrived, with 
(No. 18) 500 coolies .. 35 
65. ” ” "..| Apr. 26] June 10| Two dhows condemned in Vice- 
(No. 14) Admiralty Court aie 35 
66. ” ” --| May 1{ June 10] Report od Slave Trade on East 
(No. 15) Coast 35 
67. ” » -.| May 10| June 20 | Two ships with coolies from Cal- 
(No. 16) cutta for the West Indies arrived. 36 
68. ” » ..| June 13] July 9 | Satisfactory conduct of Mr. Bidwell 36 
(No. 19) 
69. » n June 30 | Aug.17| No case adjudicated during half- 
(No. 20) year se «87 
70. Earl Russell to H.M.’s Commissioners -.| Oct. 18 ee “ Margarita Quintero. ”" Informa- 
No. 9) tion respecting ae (87 
71. H.M.’s Commissioners to Earl Russell .-| Sept. 23 | Nov. 16 | Dhows condemned, prizes to to “Ra- 
(No. 23) id” -. 387 
72. % Sept. 30 | Nov. 16 shive Trade on East Coast. Report 38 
No. 24 
73. ‘9 ¢ ) Oct. 20} Dec. 19} United States’ Judge's return 39 
(No. 25) 
74. Pe Nov. 13 | Dec. 19 | Portuguese Commissioner's return. 39 
(No. 27) 
75. Mr. Hammond to H.M.’s Commissioners ..| Dec. 20 Mr. Mallet’s request to let part of 
(No. 12) Commission house to be granted, 
if no objection is - 40 
LOANDA. 
1864 1865 
76. H.M.'s Commissioner to Earl Russell -| Oct. 21 | Jan. 11] “ Laura.” Governor-General has 
(No. 32) 1865 repaid moiety of Proctor's fees .. 41 
77. Earl Russell to H.M.’s Commissioner Jan. 23 Slave Trade information . 41 
(No.1) | 1864 
78. H.M.’s Commissioner to Earl Russell -+| Nov. 9] Feb. 10} Position of the Secretary of the 
(No. 35) Mixed Commission .. 41 
79. ” 6 Dec. 7] Feb. 10 | Leaves for the South Coast 43 
(No. 36) 
80. H.M.’s Acting Commissioner to Earl Russell .| Dec. 16 | Feb. 10] Steamer off the South Coast. Sup- 
(No. 37) posed to be the “ Ciceron” 43 
81. H.M.’s Commissioner to Earl Russell Dec. 31 | Mar. 7] No case adjudieated oneing half- 
(No. 39) 1865 Pg 43 
82. ” ” Jan. 19| Mar. 7] Mr. Hewett wants leave . 43 
( Separate) 
83. ra 9 ..| Jan. 7] Mar. 7] Report on expedition to the South 
(No. 1) Coast 44 
84. is ” eee Jan. 20] Mar. 7 | Capture of boatswain of * Ciceron” 47 
(No. 3) 
85. ” -.| Jan. 24{ Mar. 7] As to opening letters found on board 
(No. 4) captured vessels 48 
86. Mr. Layard to H.M.’s Commissioner ..| Mar. 22 Measures taken on behalf of Senhor 
(No. 2) Almeida e 49 
87. Earl Russell to H.M.’s Commissioner -.| Mar. 23] .. Relative to opening letters found on 
(No. 8) board captured vessels . . 49 
88. » » ..| Mar. 23 Slave Trade information . 50 
(No. 4) 
89. Mr. Layard to H.M.’s Commissioner Mar. 23 Mr. Hewett may have leave -- 50 
(Separate) 
90. H.M.’s Commissioner to Earl saan Feb. 13] Apr. 6} Judgment on launch “ Foguete” .. 50 
0.5 
91. *» ‘¢ ) Feb. 16] Apr. 6] Portuguese Arbitrater gone on leave 51 
lo. 6) 
92. Ps . ..| Feb. 21] Apr. 6] Annual Report AY 51 
(No. 7) 
93. Earl Russell to H.M.’s Commissioner 5 -| Apr. 24 Slave Trade information . -. 52 
jo. 5 
94. % pe ¢ -.| May 10 Connivance of Loanda authorities 
(No. 6) at Slave Trade 52 
95. H.M.’s Commissioner to Earl aaa --|June 2] Aug. 8 — of Senhor Almeida Fi iguei- 
(No. 10) oo +. 52 
96. Pr -.| June 30 | Sept. 25 | No jem in half-year a .. 538 
(No. 13) 


Crass A. 


No. Date. wr Sunszcr Page 
1 
97. H.M.'s Commissioner to Earl | July 7 | Sept. 25 | Liberation of ‘slaves of late Guil- 
(No. 14) herme Correa +. 358 
98. » Qo. 183 Aug. 8] Oct. 10} Expedition to RN «- 54 
99. Be (No. 19} Aug. 18 | Oct. 19 | Probable shipment of slaves -. 56 
0. 
100, ” (nN 18) ug-.25 | Oct.-19 | Escape of slave-ship with cargo. 55 
lo. 
101 tn a io ug. 17| Oct. 23] Slave Trade from Angola 56 
lo. 
102, Earl Russell to H.M. cml ss «| Oct. 28] .. — | Approves steps in No. 24 .. «89 
0.1 
103. ys | Oct. 28] .. E mn to Cabenda. Approves 
(No. 12) No23 59 
104. H.M.’s Commissioner. to Earl aur “i Sept, 28] Dec. 2] Proceedings against “ Maria” 59 
0. 19 ‘ 
105. yr = -| Sept. 28] Dec. 2 Cabenda will not be annexed to Por- 
(No. 20) tugal ag .. 60 
lo. 
107 . m an +-| Oct. 7] Dec. 2] Slave Trade Report 61 
0. 25) 
108 » ” --| Oct. 9] Dec. 2 | Departure of Governor-General An- 
(No. 26) drade ae t's -. 62 
109 * a (No. $7 Oct. 10} Dec. 2 | Brigantine captured by “ Jaseur” 63 
0. 27) 
110 * - --| Oct. 18] Dec. 2 Shipment at easing wr 
(No. 28) 63 
11t » .| Oct. 19| Dec. 2] « Maria’s” trial se +» 65 
No. 29) 
112. The Earl of Clarendon to H.M.’s Commis- | Dec. 23 oa Libertos 66 
sioner (No. 16. Confidential) | 


LOANDA. Board of Superintendence. 





113. H.M.’s Commissioner to Earl Russell lees 31 me” 7 | Curator’s Report ain 
(No. 4) | 1865 
114. oe om «| June 30 | Sept. 25 | Ditto 
(No. 2) 
115. ” » .-| July 12 | Sept. 25 Meeting of Board. Freedom granted 
(No. 3) to 8 libertos ~. ee os 
116. ” ” -.| Oct. 1] Dec. 2 Curator's Report 
(No. 4) 
NEW YORK. 
1864 1865 
117. H.M.’s Commissioners to Earl ss oS Feb. 6| No case adjudicated during 1864 . 
‘o. 18 
118. Mr. Layard to H.M.’s Commissioners .-| Apr. 29 < Movements of “ Ciceron,” now 
(No. 1) “ Margarita Quintera” 
119, bine re of Clarendon to H.M.'s > amit Nov. 18] .. Make i een about Mr. Wigein’ 
No 
120. HM. * Comminioner othe Bar of Caren Dec. 9] Dec. 26 Chacias ot ils. Wiggins good | 
don 0. 14 





REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 
WEST COAST OF AFRICA STATION. 


roa 
121, ae eT Dee 1} Jan. 7 | Report on Slave Trade for 1864 .. 


122, Cromnale Richards to Commodore Wilmot. | July 25] Feb. 11 Capture of Melvina” alias“Charles,” 
ae rete Dec. 25} Feb. 11 Benin blockade, and interruption of 


Admiralty Slave Trade in the South 
at, Commeneaee Battiseombe to Commodore | Oct. 10} Feb. 13 Ela his Ie — the 
ilmot oe 


| 


66 
67 


67 
68 


69 


69 


69 
69 


7 


7 
72 
73 


No. 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


Date. 


Meet 


; 1864 
1s aes inet w Se Roreiat io Be Dea 8 Feb. 18 
126. ” Feb. 18 
127. Se to the Secretary to the| Jan. 30 | Mar. 14 
dmiralty ' 
128. Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the| Feb. 14| Mar. 17 
Admiralty - 
129. » ” -| Jan, 23 |, Mar. 17 
180. » ” ++] Jan. 30} Mar. 20 
131. x » vs Feb, 16| Mar, 21 
182. Commodore Wilmot to Commander Ruxton .| Jan. 30 | Mar. 21 
133. Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the | Jan. 23 | Mar. 23 
Admiralty 
184. ” ” .| Mar. 3] Apr. 20 
135. ” . Mar. 31 | Apr. 20 
136. Commander Battiscombe to Captain Marten | Jan. 4] Apr. 22 
137. Commander Perry to Commodore Wilmot ..] Feb. 8| Apr. 22 
138. Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the} Apr. 12] May 16 
Admiralty 
139. ” » Apr. 20] May 17 
140. ” ” Apr. 19| May 18 
141. ” » -+| Apr. 20 May 18 
142, Commander Douglas to the Secretary to the} May 1 | June 12 
Admiralty 
148. Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the | Apr. 22 | June 15 
Admiralty 
144. » \ ” May 5| June 15 
145. ” » oe May 1 | June 15 
146. » ” May 18 July 19 
147, ” ” . May 16 July 19 
148. ” ” July 19 
149, ” ” . May 16 July 19 
150. » »” July 21 
151. ” ” May 18] July 26 
152. Assistant Paymaster Wood to Commander | Apr. 2| Aug. 2 
Ruxton 
158, Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the | June 7| Aug. 7 
Admiralty 
154, » .-| July 11 | Aug. 19 
155. > ‘ June 24 | Aug. 23 
156. ” ” ++| July 11 | Aug. 30 
157. ” ” -| Aug. 21 | Sept. 21 
158. Aug. 26 “gig 


159. Commander Raxton to the Secretary to the 


Admiralty 


Scheme for revising Consular estab- 


Cap of schooner in Com 
a ponee 
saree “ Pandora” . 


Report a West Coast of Attics, 
Pa rossay of “ Ciceron” 
to." Pandora” 


King of Dahomey wishes to send 
an Ambassador to land =, 

Circumstances under which colours 
of “ Warren White” were hauled 
down by Lieutenant Lambert .. 

“Sverige” plundered in Congo 
river 

Boats of “Griffon” fired at by natives 
of Macula . 


Intended proceedings. Present state 
of affairs .. . 
Successful attack on Egba camp .. 
Black girls presented by. King of 
are prefer eaeeer at 

Whydah 


Opening of Bonny river . 

Boarding of Hreak vessel “ Jeanne 
Baptiste” .. 

Code of signals” between British 
and French cruizers. Assistance 
granted by “ Pandora” to “ Com- 
tesse de Brienne” —.. 

Has fined King Pepple 20 pun- 
cheons of oil for for ee to attend 


a friendly palaver 
Lieutenant Gambier'srepl to charges 
mens against him e | 
Claims on ‘King Pepple. Mr. 
Thwaites’ Hay 
so King of New if King Pep; le" 
im on P is 
paid, and trade resumed 
Assistance rendered by Her Ma- 


jesty’s ship “ Vindictive” to a 
Hamburgh brig off Jellah Coffee . 


t be sent 


lishments on West Coast of Africa 
Correspondence relative to Victoria 
Colony ‘ 


108 
with of Porto Novo... 115 
25| Vise of peak t Foote to the 


+. 116 

tol Galas bee on the 
state of the ms eo 116 
- fed ni : 121 
All fines Boo end x , 138 


viii LIST OF PAPERS. 


No. Date. —_ 3 Sussecr. Page 
160. Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the | Oct. 23 | Nov. 20 | Complaint of Liberian Consul-Gene- 
Admiralty ral of Commander Douglas .. 1u8 
161. ” pa +] Oct, 23} Nov. 2¢ | Has sent Assistant Paymaster Max- 
yg , 127 
oe ee * 2 
162, Commander Richards to Commodore Wilmot | Sept. 18 | Nov. 18 | On visit of French merchant-vessels 
by British cruizers ., +. 128 


lnm the | Oct. 24 | Nov. 22 | Lagos and Porto Novo .. -- 399 
164. Commander Peile to Commodore Wilmot ..| Nov. Dec. 18 | “Jean et Camille.” Boarding de- 








nied by British cruizers -. 131 
%. Oe we Wilmot to the Secretary to the | Nov. 12} Dec. 19 | “ Amelia” captured by “Jaseur” .. 131 
ralty 
66. ~ * +-| Nov. 9| Dec. 21 | Fine on King of Warree . -- 182 
167. » 0 .-| Nov. 14] Dec. 22| Release of “ Maria” .. -» 182 
1866 

167°, % % ..| Dec. 19| Jan. 16] Report on Slave Trade and legiti- 

mate trade on the West Coast of 
Africa a ee +. 183 

EAST COAST OF AFRICA STATION. 
1864 1864 

168. Commander Chapman to Rear-Admiral Sir B. | June 30] Oct. 27] Report on Slave Trade on East 
Walker 1865 Coast of Africa e 137 
169. Ca ae Gardner to Rear-Admiral Sir B. | Sept. 15 | Jan. 7 | Slave dhow destroyed by “Orestes” 138 

alker 

170, Commander Parr to the Secretary to| the | Dec. 23| Jan, 21 | Swamping of one of ‘ Lyra’s” boats, 
Admiralty and murder of two of her crew 138 

171. Commodore Cockburn to the Secretary to | Dec. Jan. 30| Suggesting establishment of mail- 
the Admiralty steamers to Zanzibar .. 143 

172. Commander Parr to the Secretary to the | Oct. 24] Feb. 16] Two slave-dhows destroyed by 
Admiralty “ Lyra” - 144 
178. ‘ = .»| Nov. 17| Feb. 16 | Slave-dhow captured by “Lyra” . 144 

1865 

174. Rear-Admiral King to the Secretary to the | Jan. 27 | Feb. 25 | Captives in Abyssinia. Proceedings 
Admiralty of “ Pantaloon” + 145 

175. Commander Parr to the Secretary to the | Apr. 13| June 1] Dhow, without colours, ‘captured by 
Admiralty “ Lyra” 146 

176. Captain Bowden to the Secretary to the | Apr. 16] July 15 | Capture of a dhow, with 26 slaves, 
dmiralty by the “ vor - «. 146 

177. » » --| May 26} July 15 | Capture of a dhow by the “ Wasp.” 
vere fighting ee 147 

178. Commodore Montresor to the Secretary to | June 25 | Aug. 12/ Further as to loss of cutter and two 
the Admiralty men on coast of Mozambique .. 149 
179. Lieutenant Garforth to the Secretary to the | May 26 | Aug. 14| Two dhows destroyed at Aden ..! 151 

Admiral! 

180. tain P, to the Secretary to the | June 30| Sept. 9 | Slave Trade in the Mozambique .. 151 
181. Comeander Parr to Capiain Bowden . | June 30 | Sept. 11 | Slave Trade on East Coast of Africa 152 
182. in Bowden to Commodore Montresor | June 30| Sept. 11 | Ditto 152 

183. der Parr to the Secretary to the | June 23 | Sept. 13 Capture of a dhow, with 18 slaves, 
Admiralty by “ Lyra” . 154 

84, Communicated by the Admiralty! . _ sa) 66 Sept. 13 Return of vessels visited and de- 

tained by Her rt ships 
“ Lyra” and “ Wasp’ «. 155 


185. c——_ dt to the Secretary to | Aug. 23 | Oct. 26 Capture of two dhows by “ Rapid”. 159 


the Ad:niralt: ’ 
186. Acting Commander Letham to the Secre- | Sept. Dec. 14 | Capture of dhow by “ Vigilant” .. 160 
tary to the Admiralty 





NORTH AMERICA AND WEST INDIA STATION. 


187. Vies- Admiral Sir J. Hope’ to the Secretary Mar I 10 Apr 18 Taformetion respecting “ Fadus” +» 162 


188. ” » --| May 8] May 30 Proceedings of * Margarita Quine 
| 








CORRESPONDENCE 


BRITISH COMMISSIONERS 





SIERRA LEONE. 


No.1. | 
Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to Mr. Hammond, No. 44, December 12, 1864. 
[Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information.) ; 





No. 2. 
Her Majesty's Acting Judge to Mr. Layard.—{ Received eee: 10, 1865.) 


Ng 48. General.) 
Sierra Leone, December 31,1864. 

” | HAVE the honour to acquaint you that no payments have been made by the 
Courts of Mixed Commission to the Liberated Afi African Department in this Colony, on 
account of captured slaves, during the quarter worn «4 day. 

ave, 
(Signed) SAM. W. BLACKALL. 





{ No. 3. | 
Her Majesty's Acting Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received February 10, 1865.) 


(No. 49. General.) 
MY TT ELAY DS ig bonded aor cilia vai: Leda. toon myo Ag So 
onour no slaves have 
; and consequently none have been - ce aere re aeeeed 
ce ee ae ae my ; 





(58) Chas A. | bee B 


2 _ SIERRA LEONE. 


«Moi & 
Her Majesty's Acting Judge to Barl Rustell.—(Rectived February 10, 1865.) 
14. Spain. 
y Lord, ) Sierra Leone, December 81, 1864. 
- [HAVE the honour to ferward to a return of the only case 
adjudicated in the British and Spanish Court of Justice esta- 


blished in this Colony, during the half-year npr, Pong oT 
; Dave, 
1 SAM. W. BLACKALL. 


Inclogure in No. 4. 
Rerun of Vessels adjudicated-by the British and Spanish: Mixed Court of Justice established at Sierra Leone, from July 1 to December 31, 1864: “s 





& SIERRA LEONE. 
No. 5. ® 
Her Majesty's Acting Judge to Earl Russell: (Received February 10, 1865.) 
(No. 50. General.) : | SFigs 
or HAVE the honour to’ 4 aint, your Lordship that no cases have been 
adjudicated in the British and Netherlands, Chilean, Argentine 


an nh U: an 
Bolivian, Equatorial, and United States’ Mixed Courts of Justice, eatablished in'thig 
Colony for the prevention of the illicit Traffic in Slaves, during the half-year ending 


2 21S. Serta Leone, December 31, 1864. 





this day. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) SAM. W. BLACKALL. 
No. 6. 
as Mr. Layard to Her Majesty's Acting Judge. 
(No. 1. 
Sir, Foreign e, February 21, 1865. 


I AM directed by Earl Russell to acquaint you that his Lordship has commu- 
nicated to the Treasury your despatch No. 11 of the 8th of November last, requesting 
instructions as to the disposal of the effects of John Edgar, deceased on board the 
Spanish ship “ America,” condemned as a slaver at Sierra Leone; and I am now to 
transmit to you a copy of the report of their Lordships’ Solicitor stating that the 
facts of the case, as reported in your despatch, are not such as to warrant the 
interference of Her Majesty's Government. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) ' A. H. LAYARD. 





Inclosure in No. 6. 
The Solicitor to the Secretary to the Treasury. 


. Treasury, January 5, 1865. 

I BEG to report, upon the inclosed reference to me of the letter from the Foreign 
Office noted in the margin, that the facts of the case as disclosed in the despatch of 
the Acting Judge at Sierra Leone do not appear to me to be such as to warrant 
the interference of Her Majesty’s Government in to the property in ques- 
tion or the giving of any instructions to the Acting Judge on the subject. 

But it may be proper that notice of the facts mentioned in the despatch should 
be given to Mrs. Edgar, the widow of the deceased engineer John Edgar, in order 
that she may have an opportunity of taking such steps in the matter as she may be 
advised. 


T am, &c. 
(Signed) H. R. REYNOLDS. 





Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Acting Judge, No. 2, February 23, 1865. 
[Slave Trade information.] 





aie Sis AP al 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Acting Judge, No. 3, February 28, 1865. 
$ [Slave Trade information.) 
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No. 9. 
tf Her Majesty's Acting Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received March 13.) . 


(No. 3. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, February 8, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a Return of vessels 
captured on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, which have been 
adjudicated by the Vice-Admiralty Court in this Colony during the half-year ending 
31st on 1864, under the Acts 5 Geo. IV, cap. 113, and 2 and 3 Vict., 
cap. 73. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) SAM. W. BLACKALL. 


Crass A. Cc 


| 


Inclosure in No. 9. 


Rarvan of Vessels captured on suspicion of being engaged in Slave Trade, and adjudicated by the Vice- Admiralty Court at Sierra Leone, from July 1 to December 31, 1864. 


rws. 





10° 30’ E. [i 


and 


captured. 
Number died be- 
judication, 


F. W. Richards, +» | Aug. 19)... ~ 
ot iter Ms = 


Commander 
Jesty’s ship “* Dart” 


Port of Sierra Leone | Ship and stores Lieut. M. J. Dunlop, R.N. | Sept. 26/ ... ~ 
Labag my Led Canoe and contents | Thos. hoe Beg J Har. |Sept.16) 14 
Kissy, in the dour-master of Port of 

of Sierra Leone Sierra Leone 


Componee River | Schooner and W, F. Ruxton, Esq., Com. | Dec. 26) ... 
tents ad le ofBier Malet 


“* Pandora’ 


152 | Ditto... 2. & 3 Viet., 
73 
- Restitution! 5 Geo. IV, 
ens 
~ Forfeiture .| Ditto 
MSA | Ditto of SENT, 


(Signed) 





penses; deficiency to be 
paid by te 


1 
tH 
| 


‘ 
i 


i 
f 


‘This vessel had no papers or 
* colours. 


THOMAS MARSTON, Registrar. 


‘ANOFT VUYaIS 
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No. 10. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Earl Russell.—{Received April 20.) 


(epernte:) 
y Lord, Sierra Leone, March 15, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to report my arrival in this Colony on the 14th instant, to 
resume the duties of Her Majesty’s Judge of the British and Foreign Mixed Courts 
of Justice. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 11. 


Her Majesty's Judge to Earl Russell. —(Received April 20.) 
(No.1. Spain.) 
Sir, . Sierra Leone, March 16, 1865. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Layard’s despatch No. | 
of the 2lst ultimo, with its inclosure, informing me, with reference to the disposal 
of the effects of John Edgar, deceased on board the Spanish ship “ America,” that 
the facts of the case do not warrant Her Majesty’s Government in interfering in 
the matter. 

With regard to the suggestion of the Solicitor to the Treasury that notice should 
be given rh widow of the deceased, John Edgar, if there be such a person, uf 
which I have not as yet discovered any indication, I will with pleasure act upon 
that suggestion if I find an opportunity of doing so. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 12. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Earl Russell, No. 5, March 16, 1865. 
(Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information.] 





No. 13. 


Her Majesty's Judge to Earl Russell.—({ Received April 20.) 
(Separate.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, March 21, 1865, 

I HAVE the honour to report that Governor Blackall has received and handed 
to Mr. Ashwood your Lordship’s letter of the 21st ultimo, addressed to that 
gentleman, acquainting him with the terms on which a retiring allowance will be 
granted to him, 

1 venture respectfully to crave your iooians permission to submit a few 
remarks on this matter, in the hope that your Lordship may perhaps, on considera- 
tion of all the circumstances of the case, think proper to place Mr. Ashwood in a 
somewhat more favourable position in regard to his pension, and, in consideration 
of his former services in the Daxistey, to grant him, after six years’ actual service as 
first Clerk to the Commissioners, the full pension of 1751. a rer to which, according to 
the hitherto existing scale, the n holding that office has been entitled. 

I should not venture to this suggestion if it were without precedent; but 
it has always been the practice in these Mixed Courts on the promotion of an officer 
to diminish by one half the period of his service for the full pension appertaining to 
the higher rank. Toadduce the latest instances, this course was adopted in the case 
of Mr. Weston, who retired on his full pension as Arbitrator after four years’ service 
in that bey nc , instead of eight; also in the case of Mr. Registrar Smith, who had 
the same granted to him, if he had wished to avail himself of it. 

I beg leave to submit to your Lordship’s consideration that Mr. Ashwood had, 
before his promotion, already served nine and five months in the Registry, and 
that consequently the completion of nearly fifteen years and a-half service will be 
necessary to entitle him to the minimum pension of four-twelfths of his , or 
1251. a-year, and that he cannot attain to the increased allowance of half his ‘ 


8 SIERRA LEONE. 


or 1871. 10s., until after an actual service of twenty-one years and a-half—a 
discouraging prospect for an Englishman in such a climate as this. 

I consider myself the more bound to make this representation to your Lordship, 
because, as I had the honour of stating in a former despatch, Mr. Ashwood had 
shea owing to the inefficiency of the late Mr. Hazeley, done the work of the 
Clerk to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, as well as his own work in the Registry, for 
many years past; and I feel that but for my mistaken consideration for Mr. Hazeley, 
which induced me to delay so long making an application for his removal, 
Mr. Ashwood’s promotion would undoubtedly have taken place many years earlier, 
and he would have had the advantage of counting such period as service towards a 
pension. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 14. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge, No. 4, April 24, 1865. 
[Slave Trade information.] 





No. 15. 


Her Majesty’s Judge to Earl Russell. (Received May 15.) 
(Separate.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, April 20, 1865. 

] HAVE the honour to report that Mr. Ashwood, the Clerk in the Mixed Courts, 
has applied to me for leave of absence to proceed next month to England for the 
benefit of his health ; and that following the usual practice in sucha case, I have 
granted him leave for a period of nine months. Mr. Ashwood will report himself to 
your Lordship on arriving in England. 

It will be necessary on Mr. Ashwood’s departure to employ an Acting Clerk in 
the office, and I therefore request your Lordship’s sanction to employ a person in 
that capacity, and to charge his salary in the usual manner in the quarterly accounts 
of contingent expenses. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 
No. 16. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge. 
(Separate.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 9, 1865. 


I HAVE received your despatch of the 20th of April last, and I approve of your 
having granted nine months’ leave of absence to Mr. Ashwood for the benefit of his 
health. I further approve of your appointing a competent person to fulfil the duties 
of Clerk in the Mixed Courts during Mr. Ashwood’s absence, and authorize your 
charging his salary in the usual manner in the quarterly accounts of contingent 
expenses. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 





No. 17. 
Mr. Smith to Earl Russell.—(Received July 17.) 


My Lord, Sierra Leone, June 20, 1865. 

I BEG to inform your Lordship of the death of George Skelton, Esquire, Her 
Majesty’s Judge of the Mixed Courts established in this Colony, on the morning of 
the 22nd ultimo, after nine days’ illness of remittent fever. 

On preparations being made to swear in Colonel Chamberlayne, the officer 
administering the government of the Colony, Governor Blackall being absent on 
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leave, it was found that the Treaties for the suppression of the Slave Trade provide 
that in the event of a — the post of British Judge in a Court which 
sits within the Possessions of Her Majesty, “his place shall be filled by the British 
Arbitrator ; and either in that case, or in the case where the vacancy be originally 
that of the British Arbitrator, the place of such Arbitrator shall be filled succes- 
sively by the Governor or Lieutenant-Governor resident in such Possession, by the 
principal Magistrate of the same, and by the Secretary of the Government.” 

lone! Chamberlayne being neither the Governor nor Lieutenant-Governor, but 
oaly administering the government under the provision of the new Charter of the 
Colony, it became necessary to ascertain whether he was the person to fill the 
office of Her Majesty’s Acting Judge. 

It happened that the Chief Justice of the Colony was also absent on leave, and 
it was likewise essential to know whether the gentleman holding the office and 
acs the duties of Chief Justice ad interim was or was not the principal 

agistrate within the terms of the Treaties, to assume the vacant office of Her 
eg ope Se Judge in the event of Colonel Chamberlayne not being considered eligible 
to fill that post. 

Under these circumstances, Mr. Horatio James Huggins, the Queen’s Advocate 
and Acting Chief Justice, was in the first instance consulted, but being an inte- 
rested party, did not think it right that his opinion alone should operate, but that 
other legal gentlemen should also be consulted in the matter. Accordingly, on the 
27th of May I addressed a letter, of which the accompanying is a copy, to Mr. Robert 
Dougan, who has been a practitioner for many years, and who once acted as the 
he Advocate, and also to Mr. Magnus Smith, a practitioner of equal 
standing. 

On'the 2nd instant [ received the opinions of Messrs. Dougan and Smith, which 
I transmit herewith to your Lordship, from which it will be seen that they have 
both arrived at the conclusion that Colonel Chamberlayne is not the person to fill 
the vacancy occasioned by Mr. Skelton’s death, but that in the absence of the 
Governor and Lieutenant-Governor, the duties of Her Majesty's ae, Judge 
devolve on the Acting Chief Justice, whom they consider to be the principal Magis- 
trate. 

Subsequently Mr. Huggins sent me his opinion, inclosed herewith, in which he 
concurs in the sentiments expressed by Messrs. Dougan aud Smith. 

Colonel Chamberlayne, to whom these opinions have been submitted, views the 
subject in a different light, and contends that the Chief Justice is the principal 
Magistrate, whose absence from the Colony entails the Acting Judgeship of the 
Mixed Courts on the Secretary of the Government. 

In consequence of this difference of opinion, and of their being no case at 
present before the Mixed Courts, the vacancy remains unfilled ; and I am under the 
necessity of transmitting these documents for the consideration and decision of your 
Lordship. Copies of them have been furnished to his Excellency the Acting 
Governor to be forwarded to Her Majesty’s Government. | 

The legal gentlemen whom I consulted in this matter have left it to your | 
Lordship to determine the amount of remuneration to be given to them. 


{ I have, &c. 
(Signed) WM. SMITH, Registrar. 





Inclosure | in No. 17. 
Mr. W. Smith to Mesers. Dougan and Smith. 
Sierra Leone, May 27, 1865. 


” A DOUBT havi arisen as to who should fll the office of Her Majesty's Judge to the several Mixed 
Saath of Somien eatennen a Se, Lites vacant by the death of Mr. Skelton, I beg to submit the 
wing jerati seca ip 
lah Whsthar ‘ie, Weoslonay Cclansl Ohetibertayns, who in.the cfllese’‘ah pres) induinistering the 
Government of the Colony in consequence of his Excellency the Governor, Major Blackall, being absent on 
w 


Sir, 
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Governor by, or in.virtue of, such Charter or otherwise, shall be vested in the Military Officer commanding 
Her Majer Forces within the Colony. As the above circumstances imply, there is not at present in the 


2nd. Should his Excellency Colonel Comprar, eg not be the proper person by whom the bree 


Colony would no doubt be its — Magistrate. The circumstances, however, at present are, that the 
person who fills the office an 


pee ad interim by another. Under these circumstances a question arises as to who is the principal 
agi 


Justice of the Colony and performs its duties ad interim or another, and if another, what other ? 
Copies of the Treaties are sent herewith for your perusal; and for easy reference I also send a list of 
the Articles of the Treaties which bear upon the above-mentioned points. 
have, &c. 
(Signed) WILLIAM SMITH, Registrar. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 17. 


Opinion of Mr. Dougan. 


I HAVE carefully perused and considered the several Treaties referred to, and Acts of Parliament to 
give them effect for the suppression of the Slave Trade, and I find they all agree in the proviso made in the 
event of the death, absence, or incapacity of one or more of the Judges or Arbitrators composing the 
respective Mixed Courts, mane 

If the vacancy be that of the British Judge, as in the present instance, his place shall be filled successively 
by the Governor or Lieutenant-Governor resident in such possession, by the principal Magistrate of the 
same, and by the Secretary of the Government. 

Now the Governor being on leave of absence, and an Acting Governor administering the Government of 
the Colony, their being no provision made for his succeeding to the vacancy by any of the Treaties, we 
must ascertain who is the principal Magistrate intended. 

Now it has long since been settled by the Queen’s Advocate’s opinion given in England, that the Chief 
Justice was, by the Treaties contemplated, to be the principal Magistrate, and he being also absent on leave 
it will be necessary to seek for the next principal Magistrate resident in the Colony, and that is the Queen's 
Advocate, now Acting Chief Justice. The Colonial Secretary is not so. He is separately named to fill the 
vacancy after the principal Magistrate. 

The Acting Chief Justice is, therefore, the proper party. 


(Signed) R. DOUGAN. 
Free Town, Sierra Leone, June 2, 1865. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 17. 


Mr. M. Smith to Mr. W. Sinith. 


Sir, Free Town, Sierra Leone, June 2, 1865. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 27th ult., and have the honour to state, 
in reply, that, having considered the questions it contains with the care and attention due to their importance, 
I am of opinion with regard to the first, that the intention of the Treaties was to limit the persons who 
should fill such a vacancy as has occurred in the British Judgeship of the Mixed Courts to those whom they 
specially designate, viz., the Governor or Lieutenant-Governor resident in the Colony, the sig 
Magixitate, and the Secretary of the Government, and that the Governor being at present absent from the 
Colony on leave, and there being no person in it appointed by Her Majesty's Lieutenant-Governor, precisely 
those circumstances have occurred under which it was intended by the Treaties that the person to fill such a 
vacancy should be the principal Magistrate. rn : 

The only intention with which the mention of the principal Magistrate and the Secretary of the 
Government in the Treaties is reconcilable, is that they should be resorted to in default of there being a 
resident Governor or Lieutenant-Governor ; for if it were intended that the vacancy should be filled b 
whatever might be administering the Government, it could never, under any circumstances (as there is 
always some one administering the Government) be filled by them, and they would, parry, be 
mentioned quite uselessly and unmeaningly ; to suppose the language of the Treaties to be of which character 
would not be admissible. I am, therefore, of opinion that his Excellency Colonel Chamberlayne is not the 
person who, according to the Treaties with Foreign Powers for the suppression of the Slave Trade, should 
fill the vacancy in the post of British Judge occasioned by the decease of the late Mr. Skelton, but that such 
vacancy should be filled by the person designated in the Treaties as next in succession to the Governor and 
Lieutenant-Governor, namely, the principal Magistrate. _ j : ‘ 

With respect to the second question, I am of opinion that the gentleman who is holding the Chief 
Justiceship of the Colony, and performing its duties ad interim, is the principal Magistrate of it for the time 
being, and, therefore, the principal Magistrate within the meaning of the Treaties, and that the circumstance 
of his holding the office ad interim does not attect his being so. ‘ ve fe 

I am of opinion that the principal Magistrate intended by the Treaties must be the who is filling 
the office and performing the duties of principal istrate for the time being; as they require that the 
Judges and Arbitrators shall, before they enter upon the duties of their office, respectively make oath before 
the principal Magistrate that they will judge fairly and faithfully, &o., and this could only take place before 

the age filling the office and performing the duties of principal Magistrate at the time when such oath 
had to be made. he . 
In one of the Treaties, viz., that with the United States of America, the form of expression is that if the 
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vacancy be that of the British Judge, his place shall be filled by the British Arbitrator, and either in that 
case, or in case the vacancy bo originally that of the British Arbitrator, the place of such Arbitrator shall be 
filled by the Governor or Lieutenant-Governor resident in such ion; in his unavoidable absence, by the 

rincipal te of the same; or, in the unavoidable absence of the principal Magistrate, by the 

of the Government. The expressions which occur here no doubt occasion a difficulty, or an apparent 
difficulty, which does not exist under any other of the Treaties. But I am of opinion that having regard to 
the part of the same Treaty which relates to the oath to be made by the Judges and Arbitrators before 
entering upon the duties of their office, and the similar parts of the other ies, it must be intended that where 
there is a person present in the place where the Court is held filling the office and performing the duties of 
principal 'e, he shall be the principal Magistrate within the meaning of the Treaties, and that the 
e ions above indicated must refer to occasions on which, during unavoidable absences of the person 
filling the post of principal Magistrate, such as have occurred here, and may occur again, there would be no 
person present in the place filling the post. Such occasions formerly occurred regularly, the person fillin 
the Chief Justiceship having then to make visits to another settlement, and no person was appoin’ 
to fill the Chief Justiceship here ig, Sem unavoidable absences. I am of this opinion because otherwise 
I do not perceive how the part of the ty where the expressions adverted to occur, and the part which 
relates to the oath to be made by the Judges and Arbitrators are to be reconciled, nor how the business of the 
Mixed Courts could otherwise at times, and for considerable periods, be carried on. A Judge and an 
Arbitrator from one of the Governments with which the Treaties have been made, might for instance arrive 
to-morrow, and unless they could make the oath the Treaties require before the gentleman who is holding the office 
and performing the duties of Chief Justice ad interim, some months might, and nearly certainly would, elapse 
before there would be -~ other person before whom they could make it, and, consequently, before they could 
enter upon the duties of their office and proceed to business, although there might be business requiring to be 
proceeded with. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) M. SMITH. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 17. 
Case for the Opinion of the Queen's Advocate. 


Mr. Skelton, the British Judge of tlie Mixed Commission Courts at Sierra Leone, established under 
Treaties and Acts of Parliament for the suppression of the Slave Trade, having died, the question is asked, 
who is to fill the office ad interim, until pi Judge be appointed by Her Majesty ? 

Major Blackall, the Governor, is absent in England on leave. 

His Excellency, Colonel Chamberlayne, the Military Officer in Command of the Troops, is now Acting- 
Governor, or Officer administering the Government by virtue of the Charter of 1863, which declares that 
“In the event of the death of the Governor, or of his incapacity or absence from the Colony, all such powers 
or authorities as are vested in him, by or in virtue of these Presents (the Charter) or otherwise, shall be 
vested in such Lieutenant-Governor, or other person, as may be appointed to administer the Government by 
any instrument under Her Majesty’s Sign Manuel or Signet ; or if there be not in the Colony any person so 
appointed, then in the Military Officer Commanding the Forces within the Colony.” 

No Lieutenant-Governor or other person has been appointed to administer the Government. 

His Honour, Chief Justice Carr, is also absent in England on vacation leave for three months on 


full-pay. 

The Honourable Horatio James Huggins, the Queen’s Advocate, has been also appointed Chief Justice, 
in the place of His Honour John Carr, during his leave of absence. 

The Honourable George William Nicol, the Secretary of the Government, is now in the Colony. 

Of the three above-named parties, who is legally ertitled to fill the vacant office of Judge ? 

The Treaties and the Acts of Parliament passed to carry them into effect embrace inter alia :— 

1. The appointment of Judges and Arbitrators. 

2. The person before whom the Oath is to be taken by the Judges and Arbitrators appointed by 
Her Majesty. 

3. The filling up of vacancies in the offices of British Judge and Arbitrator. 

The Preamble of the several Acts of Parliament is thus worded: ‘“ Whereas it is expedient that 
provision should be made for giving effect to the Provisions of the said Treaty and annexes.” 

These Treaties and Acts of Parliament are worded alike in the above three particulars, except the last 
Treaty, the American, in respect of the filling up of vacancies—the bg! point or question submitted for 
opinion; the section of the Act of Parliament for giving effect to that Clause of the Treaty being worded 
however as in all the other Acts of Parliament. 

The apparent difference in the wording of the American Treaty will best be seen by placing the Clauses 
of that Treaty opposite the ge oan Clauses of the other Treaties; and the interpretation put upon 
these Clauses by the Acts of Parliament giving effect to them, will also be better noticed by y Placing the 
section of the Acts opposite the corresponding Channa of the Treaties which they are intended to explain 
and enforce, as shown on the next page crossways. 


Spanish and other Treaties. American Treaty. Acts of Parliament (all alike). 
1, As to the appointment :— 1, The Two High Contracting 1. It shall be lawful for Her 
The Two me Contracting | Parties shall each name a Ju Majesty, by any Warrant under 
Parties shall each of them name | and an Arbitrator, who shall Her Royal Sign Manual, counter- 


a Judge and an Arbitrator, who 
shall be authorized to hear, &., 
&e., &e. 


authorized to hear, &., &c., &c. 


si one of Her ji ‘8 
set etn wet 
the time being, to appoint such 


and ee ee 
to be appointed by Her Majesty, 
and from time to time to sup 


Spanish and other Treatics. _ American Treaty, Acts of Parliament (all alike) 
any vacancies which arise in 
' euch fico by appsating eter 
As to the Oaths 2, The J and the Arbitre- 2. Bvery euch Arbi- 
Tea bedaes vokine Aattieniors: | ‘cay aeeky bebe cy exter epee + ttn’ ee .y Her 
shall, before Sher enter upon the | the duties of their office respec- Majoetr, ity, before he enter 
duties of their ¢ respectively make oath before the prin- | upon the execution of any of the 
Make oath before the principal Magistrate of the place in | duticeof such his office, slall take 
ee in which | w Tc. ae 

Court all 'ro:' | ahell veaida, Sc, 1 Magistres ‘ai 
side, &c., &c., &e. . and acting in the Colony, Settle. 
ment, or place, in which the 
or to the United States of Ams. 

3. As to Vacancies : ~ 8. As to Vacancies :— hha ti Sling Vecuneies 

Two High Two High Qontracting | In case of the death, sickness, 


spectively, the of such Jud, spectively, the post of such Judge | office of such Judge ad interim 
and of such Arbitrator shall or Arbitrator shall be supplied | until the office shall be thereafter 
supplied ad interim in the follow- | ad interim in the following man- agi some person appointed by 
re — ner :— Her Majesty, or until such Ju 
irst.—On the part of His Bri- First.—On the part,of Her Bri- | shall resume the duties of his said 


vacancy be that of the British | the vacancy be that of the British 7 virtue of the said Treaty, in 
Ju his place shall be filled by ey re place shall be filled by | the Possessions of Her Majesty, 
the British Arbitrator ; and either the Bri i ickness, 
in that case, or in the case where | in that case, or in case the vacan absence on leave, or other impedi- 
the vacancy be originally that of | be originally that of the Briti ment of the said Arbitrator of the 
the British Arbitrator, the case | Arbitrator, the place of such Ar- | said Court of Justice, the office of 
of such Arbitrator shall be | bitrator shall be filled by the Go- | such Arbitrator shall be filled ad 
filled up successively by the Go- | vernor or Lieutenant-Governor | interim successively by the Gover- 
vernor or Ljieutenant-Governor | resident in such Possession, in his | nor or Lientenant-Governor resi- 
resident in such Possession, by | unavoidable absence by the prin- | dent in such possession, by the 


the princi istrate of the | cipal Magistrate of the same; or a an ipal Magistrate in the same, 
pel gee the of the | in the unavoidable absence of the | and by the Secretary of the 
Government; and &., &., &. inci i the Se- | Government, until the. said office 


oar of the (rnd and | shall be filled by some person ap- 
&e., &e., &e. | pointed by Her Majesty, or _ 
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Opinion. 
1. It is a settled principle in reference to the interpretation of Acts of Parliament, that nothing shall 
be considered as in Biol ogutadalin ypc ghypseny halewre le gery elie Secanarnl yr 
Sek eee ene eectret, a oven cnn be shestod) or di cies reconciled. 
The Governor for the being of Charter. i is 
of the government; his powers and authorities are set out in the Charter in full, and are thereby 
i eee ee eee sre ty gree $0 ime to comune the dndgeship, of Shp Mined Commioncn 
in case of death, absence, or i it 
be inoperative, as the Charter could not override Treaties and Acts. of Parliament, passed to 
and carry into 
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government, the principal Magistrate and the Secretary of the Government,” omitting the then unnecessary 
exptession “J.ieutenant-Governor,” for, as Lientenant-Governor he would, in the absence of the Governor, 
necessarily be the ‘“ Officer i ing the government.” The “Lieutenant-Governor” is, however, 
named because there may be, ‘and frequently is, a “Governor” and a “ Lieutenant-Governor” also, both 
appointed to and resident in the Colony, but not a third person, as Officer administering. If such person 

been intended, the Treaty, or Act of Parliament, would have said the “Governor, or Lieutenant- 
Governor, or person acting as such, or for the time being administering the government,” or words to that 


9. The next + ahaa to be considered is, who is the “principal Magistrate?" Is the Queen’s Advo- 
cate, now also holding a commission of “ Chief Justice in the absence on leave of the Chief Justice,” the person 


: 


contemplated by the Treaties and Acts of Parliament, as the principal Magistrate or not ? 

Being that very person, I enter into the consideration of, that question with a deal of diffidence ; 
but after a careful perusal and examination of all the Treaties and of the Acts of Parliament explaining and 
giving eftect to them, I have not been able to arrive at any other conclusion than that the principal is- 


trate now residing and acting in the Colony is the person | ly to fill the vacant office of Judge of the 
Mixed Courts of Justice here. The clauses of the Treaties for filling the vacancies of British Judge and Arbi- 
trator all simply say, “the principal Magistrate of the Colony;” but the Acts of Parliament, by which we 
must be governed in interpreting and giving effect to these Treaties, all say, “the principal Magistrate in the 


Colony. 

But further, there is another section of the Acts of Parliament which defines “ principal Magistrate ”’— 
the section in reference to the swearing-in of the Judges and Arbitrators appointed by Her er gan This 
section appears to me to set the question at rest; for it is also in all the Treaties simply “shall make oath 
before the principal Magistrate of the place,” while in all the Acts of Parliament, including the American, 
giving effect to this particular clause of the Treaties, the wording is, “shall take an oath in the presence of 
the principal Magistrate then residing and acting in the Colony,” thus clearly interpreting and defining the 
expression “ principal Magistrate of the Colony ” (as worded in the several clauses of the respective Treaties), 
and “ principal Magistrate in the Colony" (as worded in the corresponding sections of the Acts of Parlia- 
ment), as thereby implying and meaning “ the principal Magistrate then residing and acting in the Colony,” 
a definition or interpretation not given in any part of the Treaties or Acts of Parliament to the expressions 
“Governor,” “ Lieutenant-Governor,” “Secretary of the Government,” as implying thereby the officers 
respectively acting as such in the Colony. 

The Legislature or Parliament, and the framers of these Acts of Parliament for “ carrying into effect” 
these Treaties, have thus declared the “ principal Magistrate” referred to in the Treaties to the person 
residing in and acting as such in the Colony. 

The Advocate-General of England has likewise settled that point, for in 1828, when his opinion was 
taken in reference to the “principal Magistrate of the Colony,” he pointed out from the wording of the 
Treaties that the Chief Justice, and not the Governor, was meant; and he quoted the above section of the 
Act of Parliament, where he is defined as the one “then residing and acting in the Colony;” and he states 
that the Acts of Parliament having been passed to confirm the STreaties, must, in pari materia, be construed 
in reference to them. 

It would seem, too, that the framers of the Treaties advisedly used, or continued advisedly to use, in the 
several clauses of the Treaties, the expression “ principal Magistrate of the Colony,” interpreted and defined 
by the first Act of Parliament, and continued to be defined in all subsequent Acts as the person in, or then 
residing and acting as such in the colony, in lieu of the expression “Chief Justice;" and that the various 
foreign Powers with whom Treaties were entered into consented to the continued use of the expression 
* principal Magistrate of the Colony” in their respective Treaties for uniformity sake; and to the definition 
and interpretation put upon it in the various British Acts of Parliament as implying “ principal Magistrate 
in the Colony” and “ principal Magistrate then residing and acting in the Colony ;” for none of these foreign 
Powers have disapproved of the clauses in question, nor have these Acts of Parliament been amended, but 
each Treaty, and each Act passed for giving it effect, has followed the wording of the preceding ones unaltered 
down to the last Treaty with America and the Act founded thereon. 

For the foregoing reasons I am of opinion that the Queen’s Advocate, now also holding the appoint- 
ment of Chief Justice until the return of his Honour John Carr, is the proper officer—as being the principal 
Magistrate in the Colony—to fill, ad interim, the office of Judge of the Mixed Courts of Justice here, 
vacant by the decease of Mr. Skelton, the “Secretary of the Government” filling that of Arbitrator when- 
ever occasion shall arise. 

As in the event of my being the principal Magistrate contemplated by the Treaties and Acts of 
Parliament, I would be a jp interested in the filling up of the vacancy, I did not think it would be right 
or fair, and necessarily I did not wish that my opinion alone as Queen's Advocate advising should operate ; 
but that one or more of the gentlemen of the legal profession should be consulted in order that the vacant 
office should be filled, ad interim as directed by the Acts; and a case has accordingly been submitted by 
the Registrar separately to two for their — opinions. 

(Signed) HORATIO JAS. HUGGINS, Queen’s Advocate. 

May 27, 1865. 





No. 18. 
Mr. Smith to Earl Russell.—(Received July 17.) 


My Lord, Sierra Leone, June 23, 1865. 
WITH reference to Mr. Skelton’s despatch, Separate, of the 20th April last, I 
beg to report that Mr. John Ashwood, the Clerk in the Mixed Courts, has availed 
himself of the nine months’ leave of absence granted to him, to visit rey er for 
the venefit of his health, by taking his passage on board the mail packet “ Ethiope,” 
which leaves this day for Liverpool. 
Crass A. E 
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There is full salary due to Mr. Ashwood from the Ist of April to this date, 
which he will receive on his arrival in England. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed: WM. SMITH, Registrar. 





No. 19. 
Mr. Smith to Earl Russell.—( Received July 17.) 


My Lord, Sierra Leone, June 21, 1865. 

THE death of Mr. Skelton, which occurred here on the 22nd ultimo, having 
caused a vacancy in the office.of Her Majesty’s Judge to the several Mixed Courts 
established in this Colony, I beg to offer myself as a candidate for that appoint- 
ment. 

I have been connected with these Courts for a period of thirty years’ actual 
service, and have held the office of Registrar for the last fourteen years, being 
appointed thereto by Lord Palmerston on the 30th of September, 1850. During 
that period there has not been any dereliction of duty on my part, nor has my 
conduct ever formed a subject of complaint. On the contrary, | have given satis- 
faction to all under whom I have served. 

Herewith I beg to transmit a copy of the testimonial I received from Major 
Blackall on his being relieved from the office of Her Majesty’s Acting Judge by 
the recent return of the late Mr. Skelton to this Colony in March last. 

These circumstances will, | trust, be viewed in a favourable light by your 
Lordship ; and should it please your Lordship to confer on me the office of Her 
Majesty’s Judge, I will endeavour to discharge the duties thereof to the best of my 
ability. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WM. SMITH, Registrar. 





Inclosure in No. 19. 


Governor Blackall to Mr. Smith. 
My dear Sir, Sierra Leone, April 6, 1865. 
MR. SKELTON’S return to this Colony entails my retirement from the duties of Acting Judge in the 
Mixed Commission Court. 

I cannot, however, deliver the office over to Mr. Skelton without recording the opinion which I have 
formed of you during the eight months that I have been in charge. 

I feel that I owe it to your business habits, to the perfect order in which all documents are kept under 
your charge, and to your own clear information with the knowledge of, and ready reference to, all the various 
cases previously adjudicated, that I was enabled without much difficulty to decide one of considerable impor- 
tance which was brought to trial during my tenure of office, and in the course of which some delicate law 
questions were raised. 

I can assure you that it would always afford me great pleasure, and inspire me with confidence to find 
myself officially connected with any office in which you might be employed. 

Believe me, &c. 
(Signed) SAM. W. BLACKALL. 





Nov. 20. 
Earl Russell to Mr. Huggins. 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 24, 1865. 
THE Registrar in the Mixed Commission Courts at Sierra Leone havin 
reported to me the decease of Mr. Skelton, Her Majesty’s Judge in the Mix 
Commission Courts at Sierra Leone, and also the difficulty that has arisen as to the 
person who, in accordance with the provisions of the various Treaties under which 
the Courts are constituted, should fill the office of Judge ad interim, until another 
Judge be a by Her Majesty, I have to acquaint you that, after consulting 
the proper Law Adviser of the Crown, Her Majesty’s Government are of opinion 
that the words “the principal Magistrate,” in the Articles of the several Treaties 
which makes provision for vacancies occurring in the offices of Judge and Arbi- 
trator in the Mixed Commission Courts, must > construed as meaning the “ prin- 
cipal Magistrate then residing and acting in the Colony,” and that therefore you as 


SIERRA LEONE. 15 


the Queen’s Advocate are the proper person to fill the office ad interim of Judge of 
the Mixed Commission Courts at Sierra Leone. 

I have accordingly to request that you will assume the duties of this office 
until the Queen’s oe has been ascertained in regard to the appointment of a 
successor to Mr. Skelton. 

Tam, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 





No 21. 
Mr. Huggins to Earl Russell.—(Received August 11.) 


My Lord, Sierra Leone, June 20, 1865. 

THE office of British Judge of the Mixed Courts of Justice at Sierra Leone, 
established under the various Treaties between Great Britain and foreign States for 
the suppression of the Slave Trade, having become vacant bv the decease of 
Mr. Skelton, I offer myself as a candidate, in the hope, more particularly, that in 
the event of the office being given on the score of economy to an officer holding a 
civil appointment in the Colony who, with the approval of Her Majesty’s Principal 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, will take it at a reduced salary, your Lordship 
will deem me the person most fitted and entitled to hold it. 

I am Queen’s Advocate, and that office is not named in the Treaties as one 
who, successively with others, shall fill, ad interim, the vacant post of British Arbi- 
trator, and as such Arbitrator, the post also of British Judge. 

The Treaties and Acts of Parliament (see the 5th section of the Statute 25 & 
26 Vict., cap. 4, for carrying into effect the American Treaty—the other Acts are 
all alike) declare, with respect to vacancies, that in the British Possessions the 
British Arbitrator shall fill the post of British Judge ad interim, and that the post 
of British Arbitrator shall be filled ad interim successively by the Governor or 
Lieutenant-Governor resident in such Possession, by the principal Magistrate in 
the same, and by the Secretary of the Government. 

These officers being expressly named, your Lordship may not consider it 
advisable to appoint any of them permanently to the office of Judge, as a difficulty 
might arise in filling ad interim the post of British Judge or British Arbitrator, as 
exemplified at present by the decease of Mr. Skelton, for the Governor, Major 
Blackall, is now in England, and his Honour Chief Justice Carr is also in England 
on a vacation leave of three months, while the Secretary of the Government, who 
was also to have gone in May but deferred his departure, will leave in July, after 
disposing of some cases as Deputy Judge in the Vice-Admiralty Court; indeed, on 
his leaving in July there will not be any person to fill the post of British Judge or 
British Arbitrator, and therefore no Mixed Court to hear and determine cases, if 
the opinion held by his Excellency Colonel Chamberlayne, now administering the 
Government of the Colony during the absence on leave of Governor Blackall, should 
prove correct, that the office of J udge, vacant by the decease of Mr. Skelton, should 
be filled by the Secretary of the Government (the Chief Justice of the Colony being 
absent on leave) and not by the principal Magistrate now in the Colony—an opinion 
in this respect differing from my own as Queen’s Advocate called upon to advise, 
and from the opinions also of two legal gentleman, that the officer holding the 
commission of Chief Justice in the absence on leave of Chief Justice Carr, is the 
principal Magistrate intended by the Treaties, an opinion, I think, correct; for the 
Acts of Parliament passed to carry these Treaties into effect—and we are to be 
governed by them in the interpretation of the Treaties—declare (see section 5 of 
25 & 26 Vict., cap. 40, and the sections of the other Acts of Parliament are all 
worded alike) that in case of the vacancy of the office of British Arbitrator of the 
Mixed Courts in the Possessions of Her Majesty, or in case of the death, sickness, 
absence on leave, or other impediment of the said Arbitrator of the said Court of 
Justice, the office of such Arbitrator shall be filled ad interim successively by the 
Governor or Lieutenant-Governor resident in such Possession, by the principal 
Magistrate in the same, and by the Secretary of the G.vernment, until the said 
office shall be filled by some person appointed by Her Majesty, or until such 
Arbitrator shall resume the duties of his said office. 

There is no Arbitrator appointed by Her rege the office is thus vacant ; 
the Governor fills it ad interim until one is appointed. The Judge, however, having 
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died, the Governor, as such Arbitrator ad interim would by the Treaty and Act of 
‘Parliament fill the office of Judge ad interim; but the Governor being absent on 
leave, and there being no Lieutenant-Goyernor, the “ principal Magistrate” in the 
Colony (in the words of the Act) filling the post of Arbitrator ad interim in the 
absence of the Governor, would now necessarily fill the vacant post of British 
Judge ad interim, and the Secretary of the Government that of Arbitrator. The 
case; would be precisely the same if the British Judge died, and the Arbitrator (if 
any) ree by Her Majesty were absent on leave. There would thus be at all 
times a British Judge ad interim, and a Court, otherwise the Treaties and Acts of 
Parliament would have made provision for one, in order that there should never be 
wanting a Court; as they have immediately after (see the same section) in respect 
of the office of British Judge in the Possessions of the foreign State, where the 
foreign Judge becomes the sole Judge if there should be neither a British Consul 
nor Vice-Consul to take the place of British Judge ad interim. 

No such provision having been made as to the British Possessions, it seems 
to me that the expression “ principal Magistrate in” was advisedly adopted instead 
of “ Chief Justice ” of the Possession, in order that there should never be wantin 
a Court, as might be the case if “Chief Justice” had been used, or if “ principal 
Magistrate” meant the absent Chief Justice. 

His Excellency Colonel Chamberlayne seems to apply the expression “ absence 

on leave” to the “Chief Justice” also as principal Magistrate; whereas the 
** absence on leave,” as will be seen by the wording of the Treaty and Act, is applied 
ay to the permanent Judges and Arbitrators (those appointed by Her Majesty), 
and their places are to be filed ad interim successively by the Governor or Lieute- 
nant-Governor resident in the Possession, by the “ principal Magistrate” in the 
same, and by the Secretary of the Government; thereby securing a Court, a British 
Judge ad interim, and British Arbitrator, in the event of the death, or absence by 
sickness or otherwise, of the British Judge, and of the Governor or Lieutenant- 
Governor. 

Should your Lordship not deem me unsuited to the. post of British Judge of 
the Mixed Courts of Justice at Sierra Leone, but should be pleased to appoint me 
thereto permanently, I shall most thankfully accept the office, if permitted by the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, at any reduced salary your Lordship may deem 
proper. ; 

Your Lordship may obtain from Governor Blackall, now in England on leave, 
or from Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, information as 
to my rH pag conduct, and otherwise in the service of the Government, and I 
may add that I write and speak the French language perfectly, having been partly 
educated in France, and that I can also read and translate the Spanish and Italian 
languages, acquirements and advantages peculiarly qualifying me for the important 
office of British Judge, co-operating with foreign Juutiges, in the Mixed Courts of 
Justice at Sierra Leone. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) HORATIO JAS. HUGGINS, Queen's Advocate. 





No. 22. 
Mr. Smith to Earl Russell.— (Received August 11.) 


Coparete) 
y Lord, Sierra Leone, July 1, 1865. 

I BEG to report to your Lordship that, as the office of Her os tagg Judge 
still remains unfilled, and there being no one to draw bills on Her Majesty’s 
Treasury for the current expenses of these Mixed Courts for the quarter ending on 
the 30th ultimo, I have this day obtained a loan of 90I. 15s. 8d. from the Commis- 
sariat Chest of this Colony to meet those expenses; which amount will be refunded 
as soon as the question of Judgeship submitted in my despatch of the 20th of June 
is determined, or a successor to the late Mr. Skelton is appointed by your Lordship, 
when the accounts will be completed and transmitted to the Foreign Office. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) WM. SMITH. Registrar. 
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Mr. Smith to Mr. Layard.—( Received August 11.) 


No. 12. General.) 
ir, : Sierra Leone, July 1, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that no payments have been made by the 
Mixed Courts of Justice to the Liberated African Department in this Colony on 
account of captured slaves during the quarter one. i the 30th June, 1865. 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) WM. SMITH, Registrar. 





No, 24. 
Mr. Smith to Mr. Layard.—(Received August 11.) 


a 13. General.) 
ir, Sierra Leone, July 1, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that no cases have been adjudicated in 
the several British and Foreign Mixed Courts of Justice established in this Colony 
for the prevention of the illicit Traffic in Slaves during the half-year ending on the 
30th of June, 1865. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) WM. SMITH, Registrar. 





No. 25. 
Mr. Smith to Earl Russell.—(Received August 11.) 


(No. 14. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, July 1, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no slaves have been 
emancipated, and consequently none have been registered by the Mixed Courts of 
Justice at this station during the half-year a the 30th June 1865. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) WM. SMITH, Registrar. 





No. 26. 
Mr. Layard to Mr. Smith. 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 14, 1865. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the mer of your letter of the 
ist ultimo, enka that, in consequence of the office of Her a reg Judge in 
the Mixed Commission Courts at Sierra Leone remaining unfilled, there is no 
person authorized to draw bills on Her Majesty’s Treasury for the current expenses 
of the Mixed Courts, and that consequently you have been compelled to obtain a loan 
of 901. 15s. 8d. from the Commissariat Chest to meet those expenses for the quarter 
ended the 30th June. 

[ am, in reply, to acquaint you that Lord Russell approves the course Lpureped 
by you in this matter, and his Lordship desires that you will request Mr. Huggins, 
who you will have learnt has been appointed to the post of Acting has to take 
the necessary steps for refunding the sum borrowed to the Commissariat, Chest. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) ‘A. H. LAYARD. 





Crass A. F 
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Her Majesty's Acting Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received September 11. 


My Lord, Sierra Leone, A 14, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the gs of your Lordship’s communi- 
cation of 24th July, 1865, acquainting me that, after consulting the proper Law 
Officer of the Crown, Her Majesty’s Government are of opinion that the words, 
“the principal Magistrate,” in the Articles of the several Treaties, which make 

rovision for vacancies migeectlt die the offices of Judge and Arbitrator in the 

ixed Commission Courts, must construed as meaning the “ np Magis- 
trate then residing‘and acting in the Colony ;” and that therefore 3 as the Queen’s 
Advocate, am the proper person to fill the office ad interim of Judge of the Mixed 
Commission Courts of Sierra Leone. 

[ have, in compliance with your Lordship’s request, assumed the duties of this 
office until the Queen’s pleasure shall have been ascertained in regard to the 
Speen of a successor to Mr. Skelton, and have this day taken the usual oath 
of office. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HORATIO JAS. HUGGINS. 





No. 28. 
Her Majesty's Acting Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received September 11.) 


My Lord, Sierra Leone, August 19, 1865. 

On the decease of Mr. Skelton, Judge of the Mixed Commission Courts here 
under the Slave Trade Treaties, | applied to your Lordship for the appointment as 
his successor. 

In determining who should be a fit person for the office, your Lordship may 
take into consideration not orily the qualifications of the applicant, but the services 
rendered to the British Government by his ancestors. 

For myself I received my present appointment as Queen’s Advocate from the 
Duke of Neweustle, without any friends to support me, because of the “note” 
made at the Colonial Office, Downing Street, of my “able, painstaking, and 
laborious services in St. Vincent,” while acting as Attorney-General there in 1857 
and 1858, the present Governor of Barbadoes, Mr, Walker, so writing. 

My father for very many years was Commandant, or pe Magistrate of 
the most important district of Trinidad, an office in which he acted without salary 
or fees, and on several occasions, when wishing to throw up his appointment, 
because he could not properly attend to his own private affairs, he was so pressed 
by the lower as by the upper class of people, blacks and whites, to keep on acting, 
as they would not find so zealous, independent, and impartial a magistrate, he was 
fain compelled to continue performing the duties. And when the emancipation of 
the slaves took place, and an insurrection broke out in Trinidad, he on the non- 
arrival of the stipendiary magistrate for this district was appointed Superintendent 
Special Magistrate ; and checked, by as well the respect in which he was held, as 
by his firmness, promptitude, and decisive action, all insurrectionary movements, 
and kept his own district quiet, while the military had to be called out in the other 
part of the island. He was also generally selected to sit as chairman on inquiries 
of importance, especially when the duties were in reference to the trial of public 
officers against whom charges had been made; duties onerous and anything but 
pleasing, but for the proper performance of which he invariably received the 
thanks of the Governor. ; , 

Again, our progenitor in the colonies, and 1 am now his right heir in a direct 
line, was a Major Huggins, appointed Governor (the first I believe) of the Island of 
Nurs in approval'of: his “ ioyalty and bravery” in the troublous times of the first 
Charles, while on my mother’s side I am descended from the ancient family of the 
Counts de La Croix in France. : 

The foregoing, in addition to what in my former appucee in June I urged 
for my selection-as~Judge in- preference” to”a ic here, have some 
weight with your Lordship in the choice of a fit person for the post of British 
Judge of the Mixed Courts of Justice in Sierra Leone. 


SIERRA LEONE. 19 


And I pray that your Lordship will look upon my apparent want of modesty 
in ay mention of the services of my ancestors to the British Crown, and their 
rank in life, as arising from my anxious desire to fill an important post in the 
employ of the Government under the auspices of your Lordship. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) HORATIO JAS. HUGGINS. 





No. 29. 

Mr.*Layard to Her Majesty’s Acting Judge. 
Sir, Office, September 19, 1865. 
I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of 
the 19th ultimo, reviewing your past services and those of your ancestors to Her 
Majesty’s Government in support of your application for the vacant post of Jorge 
in the Mixed Commission Courts at Sierra Leonie, and I am to inform you in reply 
that his Lordship regrets that other arrangements having been made he is unable 
to entertain your application. 

lam, &c. 
(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 


No. 30. 
Earl Russell to Mr. Huggins, September 23, 1865. 
[Cannot appoint him Judge.) 





No. 31. 
Her Majesty's Acting Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received November 16.) 


(No. 22. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, October 12, 1865. 

| HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that I have appointed my son 
Horatio Nelson Fairbairn Huggins as acting clerk during the absence on Bos 
of the permanent clerk Mr. Ashwood. 

My. son was not at Sierra Leone at the time your Lordship’s despatch of 24th 
July, 1865, was received on 10th August, informing me that I was the person to fill the 
office of Judge ad interimof the Mixed Courts of Justice here, but expecting him shortly, 
I did not think I could properly charge his salary from that date or from the date 
of Mr. Atwood’s departure on leave, 21st June, without your Lordship's previous 
sanction ; and, therefore, the quarter’s accounts ended 30th September are 
forwarded without the salary of the acting clerk ogee therein. 

I preferred doing the clerk’s work for my son than appoint another temporarily 
as acting clerk until his arrival, assured that your Lordship would, under the 
circumstances, be graciously pleased to sanction payment to him either from 
2ist June when Mr. Ashwood went on half-pay, or from 10th August when your 
Lordship’s despatch was received by me. 

I would feel truly obliged if your Lordship would allow the half-pay to my 
son from 21st June, and authorize him to draw for the same. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) HORATIO JAS. HUGGINS. 





No. 32. 
Her Majesty's Acting Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received November 16.) 
be 3. Spain.) 
y Lord Sierra Leone October 17, 1865. 


I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that Don Leon Checa, the 
Spanish Consul of this colony, produced his appointment as Judge of the Mixed 
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Courts of Justice here from the Spanish Government, and that he this day;took 
the usual oath of office before me as the principal Magistrate resident in .the 
colony. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) HORATIO JAS. HUGGINS. 





No. 33. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Acting Judge. 


ir, Foreign Office, November 20, 1865. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 22 of the 12th ultimo, reporting that you 
have pprotive Mr. Horatio Nelson Fairbairn Huggins to act as clerk in the 
Mixed Commission Court during the absence of Mr. Teiaved the permanent clerk, 
and | have to acquaint you that I approve of this appointment. 

With regard to the amount of his salary and the date from which it should 
commence, | authorize your paying to him an allowance at the rate of 187/. 10s. 
a-year, commencing from the 10th of August last, the date of your receiving Lord 
Russell's despatch informing you that you were the proper person to fill ad interim 
the office of Judge in the Mixed Commission Courts. 


[ am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 





No. 34. 
Her Majesty's Acting Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received December 11.) 


(No. 24. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, September 30, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to submit my report on the Slave Trade for the year 
ending this day. 

During that period no case has been brought before the British and foreign 
Mixed Courts of Siistioe establisbed in this Colony. 

The total number of cases adjudicated, and the number of slaves emancipated 
and registered by the Mixed Courts, remain the same as reported last year. 

In the Vice-Admiralty Court of this Colony four cases have been adjudicated. 

One a brigantine without nationality seized and destroyed by fire on the 18th of 
November, 1864, by Commander Ruxton, of Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Pandora,” in the 
River Componee, northward of this colony, and condemned on the 26th December, 
1864, under the Act 2 and 8 Vict., cap. 73. She was of 245,48; tons British measure- 
ment by the certificate of the Collector of Customs, and had grounded on an island 
or rock in a creek of the river, and could not be got off. It was ascertained that 
sixty-seven slaves had been landed before seizure, and that other slaves were being 
collected in the neighbourhood. 

The other three cases were canoes with slaves, taken in British waters under 
warrants of deputation from Governor Blackall, and condemned under the Act 
5 Geo. 4, cap. 113, and the slaves emancipated and registered. 

The first, a canoe with fourteen slaves, seized by Thomas Pike, the Harbour 
Master, off Kissy village in the Sierra Leone river, owners Belloh and Arroonah, and 
condemned on the 22nd October, 1864. 

The second, a canoe with four slaves, seized off said Kissy village by John 
Bucknor Elliot, the manager of the western district of the colony, owner and 
master unknown, and condemned on the same 22nd October, 1864. 

And the third, a canoe with five slaves, seized by said J. B. Elliot, and condemned 
on 16th June, 1865. 

As well as I have been able to ascertain from information given to me by persons 
best able to advise me correctly, advantage has been taken by slave-dealers of the 
absence of cruizers from Sierra Leone, and the slave districts adjoining, to collect 
and carry off slaves from the rivers of those districts, and I am assured that there 
have been several successful embarkations, the brigantine without nationality, 
burnt by Commander Ruxton of the “ Pandora,” having been another but unsuc- 
cessful attempt. 
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I have no correct data to govern me in any report as to the coast to the-south 
and elsewhere, but no doubt ¢ 


Commodores on the station will have given the 
necessary and correct information. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) HORATIO JAS. HUGGINS. 





No. 35. 
Her Majesty's Acting Judge to Mr. Murray, No. 25, November 18, 1865. 
(Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information.] 


Coan A: G. 


( 22) 


HAVANA. 


No. 36. 


Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received January 1, 1865.) 


(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Havana, November 28, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
marked No. 1, of the 31st of October last, by which your Lordship is so good as to 
inform me that the Queen has been graciously pleased to approve of my holding, in 
addition to my appointment as Her Majesty’s Consul-General at the Wernua the 
office of Judge in the British and Spanis Mixed Commission Court established at 
that place under the provisions of the Treaty between Great Britain and Spain for 
the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

Your Lordship has also been so obliging as to transmit to me Her Majesty’s 
Commission to that effect, and to state that a salary of 500/. a-year is attached to 
my appointment as Judge. 

In reply I beg leave to offer to your Lordship my grateful acknowledgments 
for the important office which has been conferred upon me by your recommendation, 
and | would venture to present my humble duty to Her Majesty for this fresh mark 
of her gracious favour. 

ith reference to the general instructions for the guidance of my official 
conduct as Her Majesty’s Judge with which I am honoured by your Lordship, [ 
take leave to say that ft oe fully sensible of the grave nature of theduties which 
I shall be called upon to perform, and that my best endeavours shall be used to dis- 
charge them in an upright and impartial manner. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT BUNCH. 





No. 37. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Earl Russell—(Received January |, 1865.) 


No. 2. 
My ed, Havana, November 28, 1864. 

IN my despatch to your Lordship No. 3 of this date, I had the honour to state 
that I paid an official visit on the preceding day to his Excellency General Dulce, 
the Captain-General of this Island, by whom I had been received with the greatest 
courtesy. 

I was accompanied by Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul, and as the 
conversation during our interview, which was of some duration, related almost 
exclusively to matters connected with the Slave Trade, I discharge a pleasing duty 
in by seh J its tenour to your Lordship. ; ; ; 

t is impossible that any one should express himself more strongly against this 
infamous Traffic than General Dulce did. He alluded to theseveral instancesin which 
he had interposed with vigour either to prevent the landing. of negroes from Africa 
in this island, or to punish those who had connived at the infraction of the law in 
cases where a Giants barkcation had actually taken place. He expressed his regret 
that the Government of Spain had not approved of some of the more decided measures 
which he had adopted against persons of known slave-trading tendencies; but he 
pledged himself to put in force every lawful means to suppress the Traffic, and to 
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allow no consideration of social influence or even of private friendship to stand 
between him and the execution of his duty. ; 

I thought it not inexpedient, in replying to General Dulce, to assure him that his 
upright and honourable conduct in the matter of the Slave Trade since his arrival in 
Cuba was fully 4 oro by Her Majesty’s Government, who had seen with the 

reatest pleasure his determination to carry out the provisions of a Treaty to which 
Great Brittain attached so much importance. I added that Her Majesty’s 
Government were quite aware of the many difficulties with which his Excellency 
had to contend in suppressing a Traffic which possessed so many attractions for 
unscrupulous men and left such enormous profits to those who conducted it with 
even moderate success. But Her Majesty’s Government had every confidence in his 
Excellency’s honesty of purpose, and earnestly hoped that he would not relax his 
efforts to carry out the orders of his own Government and the Treaty on which 
those orders were . 

I stated further to General Dulce that whilst it would be my duty to bring to 
his Excellency’s notice any information which | might receive respecting intended 
infractions of the Treaty, I should be very careful to avoid vexatious complaints or 
intentional errors of fact. But as it was very possible that I might occasionally 
be myself deceived by false reports, I entreated his indulgence should I be so unfor- 
tunate as to give him trouble which subsequent events might prove to have been 
unnecessary. General Dulce replied that he was very often Rimselt deceived by false 
intelligence, in many cases designedly conveyed to him, and that every allowance 
should be made for the difficulties which attended the production of trustworthy 
evidence respecting a matter so enveloped in mystery and falsehood as the Slave 
Trade. 

To-day, at the levée, his Excellency said to me as | was taking leave, “Send me 
all the information you can get, be it true or false; we will do our best to sift it.” 

I trust that your Lordship will be satisfied with these declarations of General 
Dulce, and that you will be pleased to approve of the language which I held to his 
Excellency. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT BUNCH. 





No. 38. 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received January |, 1865.) 


No. 3. 
fy a, Havana, December 6, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I arrived in this city on the 25th of 
November, and received from Mr. J. V. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Acting Comnissary 
Judge, the archives and other propery of the Mixed Commission Court at Havana. 

[ have not yet been able to take the oath for the due performance of my duties, 
as the Captain-General informs me that he cannot allow me to do so until he 
receives an official notification from Madrid of my appointment. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT BUNCH. 
No. 39. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge. 
No. 1] 
Sir ) e, January 5, 1864. 


occasion. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 





24 HAVANA. 
No. 40, 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to Earl Russell. (Received January 30, 1865.).. 


oe 22.) 
y Lord, ' Havana, December 16, 1864. 
_ IT HAVE the honour to senort that in conformity with the instruction contained 
in int Lordship’s despatch No. 1 of the 31st of October last, J have this day taken 
before his Excellency the Captain-General of Cuba the oath prescribed by the Ist 
Article of Annex B to the Treaty between Great Britain and Spain of the 28th 
of June, 1835, for the suppression of the Slave Trade. | am, consequently, fully 
enn to discharge my duties as Her Majesty's Judge in the Mixed Commission 
u 

_The Captain-General received a few days since the official notification from 
Spain of my appointment, and it was in, pursuance of his Excellency’s invitation that 
I took the oath in his presence. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT BUNCH. 





No. 41. 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received January 30, 1865.) 
(No. 24.) 
My Lord, Havana, December 31, 1864. 


I HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship that no emancipaied negroes 
have been sent from this to Jamaica during the year now ended. 


have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT BUNCH. 





No. 42. 


Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to Earl Russell_—(Received January 30.) 


(No. 1.) 

My Lord, Havana, January 1, 1865. 
IN obedience to the Act 5 Geo. IV, cap. 113, directing such Returns to be made 

on the Ist of January and Ist of July in each year, I have the honour to report that 

there was no case brought for adjudication before the Mixed Court of Justice at 

this place during the Jast six months. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT BUNCH. 
No. 43. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Earl Russell.—( Received January 30.) 
(No. 2.) 
My Lord Havana, Jan 1, 1865. 


? 

ON the 28th of last month I received from the Captain-General an official 
intimation that Don Rafael de Toca had been appointed My the Queen of Spain, the 
Spanish Judge in the Mixed Commission Court established in this city, and ‘had 
taken the oat uirite to enable him at restingd 2 his functions. On the following 
day I replied to General Dulce, simply acknowledging the receipt of his Excellency’s 
letter. A translation of that letter, and a copy of my answer, are herewith inclosed: 
to your Lordship. 

Your Lordship has been made aware by a despatch from Mr. J. V. Crawford 
No. 17 of the 10th of August last, of the history of Don Rafael de Toca, and of his 
perm unfitness for the post of a Judge in a Mixed Commission Court. Not only 

as his large fortune been derived from the laze feng of his late uncle Joaquin 
Gumez, but he was himself deeply implicated in the nefarious traffic until a few 
years since. 
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No. 44. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge. 


2.) 
ir, Foreign Office, April 30, 1865. 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 3 of th din ‘ 


e 3rd instant, I transmit to you 
herewith a copy of a letter from the Commander of Her Majesty’s ~P “ Griffon,”* 


which has been communicated to me by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
containing information roepockng the movements of the notorious Spanish slave- 
steamer “ Ciceron,” which vessel has been again thwarted in an attempt to ship a 
cargo of slaves from the African coast. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 


* Inclosure 3 in No. 131. 


HAVANA. 25 


I have considered that my duty was to make no remarks to General Dulce 
upon this appointment, but simply to report the fact to your Lordship. I cannot, 
however, consider myself as fortunate in my colleague, nor can I understand how 
the selection of such a person is to be reconciled with the avowed intention of the 
Spanish Government to suppress the Slave Trade in Cuba. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT BUNCH 





Inclosure 1 in No. 43. 
The Captain-General of Cuba to Her Majesty's Commissary Judge. 


(Translation.) Havana, December 24, 1864. 

OF this date I say to his Excellency D. Rafael de Toca as follows :— 

Most Excellent Sir, 

“Your Excellency having fulfilled the requisite formality of being sworn in before me yesterday, in order to 
assume the functions of Spanish Judge in the Mixed Court of Justice at this place, which appointment Her 
Majesty the Queen (whom God preserve) has been pleased to approve, as I informed you, your Excellency is 
hereby authorized to enter forthwith upon the exercise of your duties, and I have this day notified the same to the 
British Judge, and to his Excellency the Spanish Arbitrator of said Court.” 

Which I transcribe to your Honour for your information and corresponding effects. 

God preserve, &c. (si ) DOMINGO DULCE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 43. 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Havana, December 29, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt, yesterday, of your Excellency’s letter of the 24th instant, 
in which you are so good as to inform me of the appointment by the doom of Spain of his Excellency Don Rafael 
de Toca, as Spanish Judge in the Mixed Commission Court established in this island. 

Your Exceliency adds that Sefior de Toca has taken before you the oath required by the terms of the Treaty, 
and that he is authorized to discharge all the duties of his office. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT BUNCH. 





No. 44. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge, No. 2, April 30, 1865. 
(Movements of “ Ciceron.”] 





No. 45. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Earl Russell—(Received May 30.) 


My Lord, Havana, May 2, 1865. 

ON the 23rd of April I received, at an early hour of the morning, a letter from 
Mr. Vice-Consul D’Costa, of Matanzas, of which I have the honour to inclose a 
copy to your Lordship. 

It states that there was some reason to believe that a landing of about 300 
negroes from Africa had occurred very recently near Matanzas. 

I immediately addressed to the Captain-General of Ouba the letter of which a 
copy is inclosed. I also wrote a private note in Spanish to his Excellency on the 
subject, and took both letters myself to the palace by 8 a.m. His Excellency was 
hearing mass outside the town, and it appears that he afterwards went into the 
country, and did not return until the afternoon of the 25th. He then caused to be 
addressed to me the letter of which I inclose a translation. ; 

His Excellency commences by assuring me that he did not receive my letters 
until that afternoon, and goes on to say that I had been misinformed as to the 
reported landing, as he was quite certain that nothing of the sort had occurred. 

_ . Immediately on receiving this letter [ wrote to Mr. D’Costa officially (copy 
inclosed), telling him what the Captain-General said, and urging upon him the 
necessity ' his furnishing me with any proofs he could procure of the oe 
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On the following morning I called upon the Captain-General, who reiterated 
his denials, and assured me that he would answer “with his head” for the impossi- 
bility ofa landing ering been effected. PY 

On the 28th of April I received from Vice-Consul D’Costa the inclosed reply to 
my letter of the 25th. Your Lordship will see that it does not furnish any facts, 
but only fs ec of an impression generally prevailiig in Matanzas that some 
landing had taken place. 

nder these circumstances I thought it better to address to the Captain- 
General the letter of which I have the honour to inclose a copy. I allude to the 
rumours which were in circulation, but profess myself glad to accept his Excel- 
lency’s positive assurances, written and verbal, that they had no foundation. I 
trust that your Lordship will approve of my having done so. 

As regards the landin itself | really do not know what to say. It is, of course, 

uite possible that it may have been effected without the knowledge of the Captain- 
iewarsl: On the other hand, there is an absence of ocular proof, which is unusual. 
lt is scarcely probable that, landing so near to a large town like Matanzas, no one 
should have seen the negroes. 

After much deliberation I came to the conclusion that it was better not to 
insist upon the correctness of my information against the energetic denial of the 
Captain-General, whose course hitherto has been such as to inspire me with 
confidence in his sincerity. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT BUNCH. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 45. 


Vice-Consul D' Costa to Her Majesty's Commissary Judge. 


Sir, Matanzas, April 21, 1865. 
{T is rumoured, and I fear with good foundation, that a cargo of Bozals has been landed near this port 
within the last thirty-six hours. The Spanish schooner “Antonia,” [ am informed, brought to this port some 
300 of the unfortunate men, most of whom have been captured. 
The parties interested in this venture are the mercantile firms of Estefani, Ferrer, and Co., Servia and Co., 
and others. I shall try and gather further particulars; but this, I fear, will be difficult, as everybody appears 
determined to hush up the matter. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. V. D’COSTA. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 45. 


Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Most Excellent Sir, . Havana, April 23, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Excellency that there is good reason to believe that a cargo of Bozal 
negroes has been landed within the last forty-eight hours near the port of Matanzas. 1 am informed that the 
Spanish schooner “Antonia” brought about 300 of them to Matanzas. . be 

I entreat your Excellency to cause immediate inquiry to be made into the truth of this allegation, if the 
intelligence should not have already reached you and been acted upon. 


'  Thave, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT BUNCH. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 45. 


The Secretary to the Captain-General of Cuba to Her Majesty's Commissary Judge. 


(Translation. F P 

My dear Sin Havana, April 25, 1865. 
HIS Excellency the Governor and Captain-General has just now (half-past 3 P.M.) returned: from the 

country, and read your private letter and official despatch, in which you inform him that a landing of negroes from 


Africa has taken place near Matanzas: 

fits acollonny dleccts me Sa’ satetd in reply, that it is not the case that any such landing has taken 
place, and that if you will examine earelally into matter you will find that the information given to you 
is false. é 

You can continue to lay before the Governor and Captain-General any further information which you ma 
receive on this subject, in ertsinty that you will always find the best. desire on his part to destroy the Traffic 
in Slaves; but his Excellency assures you that on this occasion you have been deceived. 


I renew, &c. 
(Signed) JOSE VALLS Y PUIG. 
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’ Inclosure 4 in No. 45. 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to Vice-Consul D' Costa, 


Sir, Havana, April 25, 1865. 

I RECEIVED on the morning of the 23rd your letter of the 21st, in which you announce to me that a 
landing of Bozal negroes has been effected near Matanzas. I wrote to you immediately, requesting that you would 
furnish me with alt _ details in your this occurrence. 

In consequence of your report I addressed myself without loss of time to the Captain-Geveral, and called his 
attention to this reported landing, but without mentioning the source of my information. 

His Excellency tells me that he is sure that no such landing has been effected, and that I have been misled by 
an incorrect report. 

I have to request you, under these circumstances, to send me at once any particulars which you may possess 
on this subject, together with your reasons for thinking that there had been a landing of negroes. No details 
should be omitted. 

I beg your immediate attention to this matter, and am, &c. 


(Signed) ROBERT BUNCH. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 45. 


Vice-Consul D' Costa to Her Majesty's Commissary Judge. 
ws gg 
Extract.) Matanzas, April 27, 1865. 

I HAVE received this morning your communication of the 25th instant. 

While I was in a store on the evening of the 21st I accidentally overheard something regarding a late landing 
of Africans. | happened soon after to meet Mr. Hall, United States’ Consul, and on inquiring of him, he said that 
he had heard the same rumour, adding what I have already told you, but that he could not give me any particulars, 
for the party who had promised to give the same to him in writing excused himself afterwards, saying he thought 
there was no foundation for the rumour. Mr. Hall, as he, probably, like myself, did not like to be put in conflict 
with the authorities to prove what, without their aid, could not be sustained, recommended me to call u 
M. Delvaille, the French Consul, who, from certain intimations he had received, knew something of the mattcr. I 
went to him accordingly (not as if for the purpse of an inquiry, but asa visitor), letting the subject turn naturally 
to that topic. He not only corroborated what | already knew, but further told me that the Bozals amounted to 
some 350 in number. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 45. 


Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Mest Excellent Sir, Havana, April 29, 1865. 

WITH reference to my letter to your Excellency of the 23rd instant, on the subject of a supposed landing of 
negroes from Africa near Matanzas, and to your Excellency’s reply of the following day, in which you assure me 
that no such violation of the law has taken place, I have the honour to state that I have instituted further inquiries 
into the matter. 

' The result has been, that whilst my informant maintains that a very general impression prevails at Matanzas 
that negroes have been lately brought there, I am unable to furnish your Excellency with details or particulars 
respecting them. 

Under these circumstances [ am most happy to accept your Excellency’s assurances, written and verbal, that 
I have been 'misinformed. It was also satisfactory to me to learn from your Excellency that the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Matanzas is an officer of the highest integrity, in whose activity and zeal you place entire confidence. 
With high consideration, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT BUNCH. 





No. 46. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Commissary Judge. 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 7, 1865. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 4 of the 2ad ultimo, inclosing copies of a 
correspondence which has passed between you and the Captain-General of Cuba, 
relative to the landing of a cargo of about 300 slaves, which is reported to have 
taken place in the neighbourhood of Matanzas. 

You acted quite rightly in bringing to the notice of the Captain-General the 
information received by you of the reported landing of these slaves; and I have at 
the same time to inform you that I approve of your not! having insisted on the 
correctness of your information in the pata of further proof, and in the face of 
the assurance of the Captain-General that the landing had _ taken place. 


am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 
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No. 47. 


Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received June 29.) 
(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Havana, May 27, 1865. 

ON the 23rd instant I received a visit from a British subject, Mr. H. W. Wi gins, 
who informed me that he resided at Key Sal, a small island between the Bahama 
group and the coast of Cuba, where he is engaged, under some sort of lease from 
the Governor of the Bahamas, in making salt. This gentleman stated that early in 
this month a suspicious schooner had been seen from Key Sal, which she was 
approaching, but that on the British flag being hoisted she had departed. 
Mr. Wiggins professes to have heard subsequently that this vessel was a slaver, and 
that she had landed some 300 negroes, about the 10th of May, at a place on the 
coast of Cuba called Canal del Pargo, near Cardenas. 

I wrote without delay to Mr. Vice-Consul Schneidler, at Cardenas, to inquire 
into this matter. On the 25th, Mr. Schneidler informed me that he was quite 
certain that no such landing had taken place, and on the following day he repeated 
this assurance. I inclose a copy of his second letter. 

Under these circumstances I have not thought it worth while to communicate 
with the Captain-General on the subject. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT BUNCH. 





Inclosure in No. 47. 
Vice-Consul Schneidler to Her Majesty's Commissary Judge. 


r, Cardenas, May 26, 1865. 

I ADDRESSED you yesterday in reply to your note of the 25th. I have since made every endeavour to 
discover something of the suspected landing to which you refer, and can now assure you with tolerable certainty 
that on this coast, t.e., between this Bay and Sagua la Grande, no such thing has taken place. I am acquainted 
with the patron of a smack who navigates this coast constantly, and who has arrived from a trip yesterday. I 
have reason to place confidence in the man, and he also gives me the assurance that nothing suspicious has 
occurred on this coast. 

Of course my means of obtaining such information are limited, but as far as they go they are reliable. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) ERNEST B. SCHNEIDLER. 





No. 48. 


Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Earl Russell. —(Received June 29.) 
No. 6. 
M y Lord. Havana, May 27, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Layard’s despatch 
No. 2 of the 30th of April, together with its inclosure, on the subject of the move- 
ments of the notorious Spanish steam-slaver “ Ciceron” whilst on the coast of 
Africa. 

It will have been seen by my despatches to your Lordship No. 2 of the Ist of 
March and No. 3 of the 3rd of A rit 1865, that the ‘‘ Ciceron”’ has been in this 
neighbourhood, without, however, having landed any negroes. She is now, as |] 
believe, in New York, under Mexican colours and the name of “ Margarita Quintero.” 
J am in‘ormed by Mr. Archibald that she is under the surveillance of the authorities 
of the United States. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT BUNCH. 





No. 49. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Earl Russell, No. 25 (Consular), June 1, 1865. 
(No foundation for rumour of a slave insurrection.] 





HAVANA. 29 
No. 50. 


5) Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received July 29.) 
(No. 5. 
My Lord, Havana, July 1, 1865. 

IN obedience to the Act 5 Geo. IV, cap. 113, directing such Returns to be 
made on the Ist of January and the Ist of July in each year, I have the honour to 
report that there was no case brought for adjudication before the Mixed Court of 
Justice at this place during the last six months. 

T have, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT BUNCH. 


i 


No. 51. 


Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received October 30.) 
(No. 7.) 
My Lord, Havana, September 30, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the Annual Report on the Slave 
Trade in Cuba, which is required by my instructions. 

In the interval between the 30th of September, 1864, and my arrival in Havana 
on the 25th of November, I find that Mr. J. V. Crawford had received information 
of three landings of negroes, viz., at Canasi, at Camarioca, and at Mangles Altos. 
The last two may, I believe, be dismissed as apocryphal, as Mr. Crawford has 
reported that there is no proof concerning them. 

As regards the first-named supposed landing, viz , that of Canasi, more ground 
for question appears to exist. Mr. Crawford is decidedly of opinion that about 
600 negroes were landed from this expedition, and that none of them were 
captured. On the other hand, the Secretary of the Government denies most 
positively that there is any proof of the fuct, | have myself gone carefully with that 
officer over all the documents connected with the investigation, beginning with the 
letter of Mr. Crawford to General Dulce, and ending with the Report of the Judge 
of the Audiencia, who was sent to inquire into the matter. These apers are, 
voluminous, and were submitted to me freely, so that I could see them for myself. 
All the Spanish officials concur in denying that the expedition ever landed. 
Under these circumstances, and with the concurrence of Mr. Crawford, I have 
thought it advisable not to insert these 600 negroes in the Table; but there is 
certainly some room for doubt in the matter. 

I am able to report that since the date of my arrival in Havana there has 
been, to the best of my belief, but one case of introduction of negroes from Africa 
into any part of Cuba. This case has occurred within the last few days; the 
negroes, to the number of about 145, were successfully landed, but 103 of them 
were immediately apprehended by the Spanish authorities. Several of the persons 
supposed to have been engaged in the expedition have also been arrested. ‘This 
beading is reported to your Lordship in my despatch No. 14 of the 26th instant. 

It is of course possible that the belief [ have expressed above may be a 
mistaken onc, but the concurrent testimony of the Captain-General, of the Spanish 
officers at the outports, of our own fn las Agents, of the Commanders of Her 
Majesty’s cruizers off the coast of Cuba, and of private individuals, tends to 
satisfy me that an entire change has come, during the last twelve months, over 
the Traffic in Slaves between the coast of Africa and this island. 

Your Lordship is aware that I have had the honour to report three cases of 
supposed landings since my assumption of the duties of this Consulate-General. 
The first was stated to have taken place near Matanzas in April; the second near 
Cardenas, in May; and the third near Ensenada de los Cochinos at the end of July. 
The result of the careful investigation which was instituted in each of these cases 
led to the conclusion either that the landings had been so skilfully conducted as to 
baffle all detection, or that they had never taken place at all. My own opinion is 
in favour of the latter alternative. . 

Whilst congratulating your Lordship upon a condition of affairs so unusual 
and so satisfactory, it may not be out of place that I should offer a few remarks 
upon the causes which have probably contributed in a great degree to its 
existence. 

They are two in number. 

Crass A, I 
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The first is, undoubtedly, the determination of the present Captain-General 
Dulce to suppress the Traffic by all the means at hiscommand. In this course his 
Excellency is guided both by bis instructions from his Government, and, as he 
always assures me, by his own views of the duties which Spain owes to humanity 
and to the stipulations of Treaties. 

This honest and straightforward conduct of the chief authority of Cuba 
naturally produces a great effect upon his subordinate officers. It increases the 
risk of detection, and diminishes the profit of a slaving expedition by raising the 
price of bribes, of places of refuge for newly arrived negroes, and the general cost 
of these nefarious undertakings. It is, theretore, difficult to overestimate the value 
of such conduct as that of General Dulce, whose approaching departure from this 
Government I consider a subject of regret. 

An idea is also prevalent in this community with regard to General Dulce, that 
in the matter of slave-trading he would strain the law to the very uttermost in 
the pursuit of newly landed expeditions, and that he might even be induced to 
assume some responsibility in adopting measures for their detection which are, 
perhaps, not strictly contemplated by existing legislation. This impression, whether 
well-founded or not, has its weight in discouraging the evil-doers. 

The second cause of the intermission of the Slave Trade which I propose to 
advert to is, to my mind, a powerful one. I mean the uncertainty which prevails as 
to the future condition of the coloured race in Cuba. The late important events in 
the United States, joined to the recent abandonment of Santo Domingo by the 
Spanish forces, have excited, not unnaturally, alarm and mistrust. Every one here 
professes to believe that the emancipation of the negroes is a question of time only, 
and there is, therefore, a disinclination to invest money in a property the right to 
which may be questioned, more or less rudely, at no distant period. 

There is, however, no doubt that labour is much needed in Cuba. To meet 
this want, numerous cargoes of coolies are arriving from China, as I have already 
had the honour to report to your Lordship. 

It is beyond my power to hold out hopes for the future based upon the events 
of the past year. But it is, at least, a satisfaction to know that much human 
misery fas been saved by the present state of the Traffic. 

If the Government of Madrid will continue its present policy, and the future 
Captains-General of Cuba will carry it out as faithfully as General Dulce, the 
shameful Traffic will be, at the least, conducted under difficulties which must act 
powerfully towards its ultimate repression. 

I beg leave to inclose, herewith, to your Lordship, a statement of the slaves 
reported to have been landed and captured in Cuba from the 1st of October, 1864, 
to the 30th of September, 1865. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT BUNCH. 





Inclosure in No. 51. 


Starement of the number of Slaves reported to have been landed and captured in Cuba from October 1, 1864, 
to September 30, 1865. 












Number of Slaves. 
Landed. |Captured. 










Where Landed or 


Captured. Remarks. 


Vessel. 





























1865. 
Sept. 19 and 20 | Pinar del Rio 145 143 





A small brigantine, 
name unknown. 


Captured by Spanish 

authorities, on infor- 
mation procured by 
themselves. 


(Signed) ROBERT BUNCH, Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge. 
Havana, September 30, 1865. 
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No. 52. 


Earl Russell to Mr. Synge. 
(No. 1.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 3, 1865. 

I HAVE to <a you that, in addition to your appointment as Her Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Havana, the Queen has been graciously pleased to approve of 
your holding also the appointment of Judge in the Brith and Spanish Mixed 
Commission Court, established at that place under the provisions of the Treaty of 
June 28, 1835, between Great Britain and Spain for the Suppression of the African 
Slave Trade. 

I transmit to you, herewith, Her Majesty’s Commission to that effect. 

A salary of 5001. a year is attached to your appointment as Judge, and 
during periods of absence from your post your salary will be diminished by one- 
half. 

I have to desire that you will consider the Treaty of June 28, 1835, between 
Great Britain and Spain for the suppression of the Slave Trade, and the Acts of 
Parliament which have been passed for carrying it into effect as laying down the 
general basis and rule of your conduct in the office to which Her Majesty has been 
pleased to appoint en 

You will take before the proper authority at the Havana, the oath prescribed 
by Act I of Annex B to the Treaty. 

In discharging the functions entrusted to you, you will be careful not to lose 
sight of your judicial character, and yon will uniformly endeavour to combine a fair 
and conscientious ‘zeal for the suppression of the Slave Trade, with the maintenance 
of the strictest justice towards the parties concerned, and with the promotion of a 
spirit of conciliation and harmony between Her Majesty’s subjects and those of 
Her Catholic Majesty. 

Her Majesty has commanded that you shall from time to time transmit to this 
office an account of proceedings in despatches addressed to Her Majesty’s Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, and that you shall also conform tosuch further instruc- 
tions and directions as you may from time to time receive from him ig gd guidance. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 
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No. 53. 


Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 

(No. 1.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, February 28, 1865. 

THE Queen having been graciously pleased to appoint Mr. W. Tasker Smith to 
be Her Majesty’s Consul at Savannah, I have to acquaint you that I have appointed 
Mr. Hugh Mallet to succeed Mr. Smith as Registrar to the Mixed Commission 
Courts established at the Cape of Good Hope under the provisions of the Treaties 
concluded by this country, Portugal, and the United States, for the suppression of 
the Slave Trade; and I have to instruct you, upon Mr. Mallet’s arrival at his post, 
to administer to him the necessary oath to enable him to enter upon his duties. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 








No. 54. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—( Received February 13.) 
(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 6, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to — to your Lordship that no case has been adjudi- 
cated by these Mixed Courts of Justice during the half-year ending December 31, 
1864. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
No. 55. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Ear! Russell.—(Received February 13.) 
(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 6, 1865 


IN pursuance of instructions given to us in the Earl of Aberdcen’s despatch 

No. 2 of the 20th of February, 1843, by which Her Majesty’s Commissioners are 

directed to transmit at the close of each year a detailed report of the judicial 

roceedings of this Mixed Commission, I have the honour to report that no case has 
been adjudicated by the Court during the year ending December 31, 1864. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
No. 56. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—( Received February 13.) 
No. 3. 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 6, 1865. 


WITH reference to instructions given to Her Majesty’s Commissioners to 
transmit to the Foreign Office a certified copy of the register of emancipated slaves, 
emancipated by sentence of this Mixed Commission, I have the honour to acquaint 
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your Lordship that no vessel with slaves on board has been brought before them 
during the year ending December 31, 1864. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 





No. 57. 


” Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—( Received February 13.) 
(No. 6.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 6, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a Report drawn up by the 
Mixed Commission of which I] am a memher, in compliance with the provisions of 
Article XI, Annex B to the Treaty of July 3, 1842, between Great Britain and 
Portugal for the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, relating — 

lst. To the cases which have been brought before the Const for adjudication ; 

2ndly. To the state of the liberated negroes ; 

3rdly. To the treatment and progress made in the religious and mechanical 
education of the liberated negroes. 

1 have also the honour to inform your Lordship that my Portuguese colleague 
is about to transmit a duplicate original of this Report to the Government of His 
Most Faithful Majesty. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 





Inclosure in No. 57. 
Annual Report of Mised Commission. 


IN pursuance of Article XI of Annex B to the Treaty concluded on the 3rd of July, 1842, between Great 
Britain and Portugal for the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, by which it is stipulated that the Mixed 
Commissions shall transmit annually to each Government a Report relating— 

1. To the cases which have been brought before them for adjudication ; 

2. To the state of the liberated negroes ; 

3. To every information which they may be able to obtain respecting the treatment and the progress made in 
the religious and mechanical education of the liberated negroes ;— 

The Undersigned, members of the Mixed Commission established at the Cape of Good Hope, have the honour 
to report to the Government of Her Britannic Majesty and to the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty that 
no case has been brought before them for adjudication during the year ending December 31, 1864, and that no 
negroes have been emancipated by decree of this Mixed Commission since its establishment. 

(Signed) GEO. FRERE. EDUARDO A. DE CARVALHO. 
HENRY N. BIDWELL, Acting Registrar. 
Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, Cape Town, 
Cape of Good Hope, December 31, 1864. 





No. 58. 


™ Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received February 13.) 
(No. 17.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 6, 1865. 

{ HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that no slaves have been emanci- 
pated by sentence of this Mixed British and United States’ Court of Justice during 
the year ending December 31, 1864. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 





No. 59. 


tito. 8 Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 
o. 2.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, March 1, 1865. 

I HAVE received your two despatches of the 31st mber last, forwarding 


accounts of the contingent expenses of the Mixed Commission Courts to the 31st of 
December last. 


Crass A. K 
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T have to call your attention to your Wainy thee 31st of pete, 108% is 
expenses e into 


cerned,'which arrangement received my sanction in my despatch to you No. 2 of the 


arrangement has not been carried out in making up your accounts for the past 
year. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 





No. 60. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioners, No. 3, March 9, 1865. 
(Slave ‘I'rade information.] 





No. 61. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell, No. 8, January 16, 1865. 
{Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information.) 





No. 62. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioners, No. 4, April 10, 1865. 


[Slave Trade information.) 





No. 63. 


(No. 8 Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell_—(Received April 22.) 
o. 8.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, March 6, 1865. 

WE have the honour to report to your Lordship the arrival at this port, on the 
4th instant, of the barque “ Emma,” of 473 tons, under the Portuguese flag, conveying 
329 coolies from Macao to the Havana. 

We learn that the papers of this vessel are in proper order and show that she 
was sold at Macao to a Portuguese named Brandao, and sailed on the 16th December 
last, under the nominal command of Conragou de Sequira ; but we understand that 
she is really commanded by the mate, an American named Cooper, and will be 
retransferred to the flag of the United States as soon as her present undertaking is 
completed. She is said to have been formerly the “Emma Laveridge.” of New York, 
commanded by J. N. Spence. 

The reason given for the transfer of this vessel to Po ese colours is the wish 
to avoid the risk of capture from vessels cruizing under the Confederate flag, but we 
believe that she be equally in danger from the cruizers of the United States, 
which Government regard this transportation of coolies as trenching somewhat on 
their laws against the Slave Trade. 

We have, &c. 


igned GEO. FRERE. 
Bic E. L. LAYARD. 
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ee Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell.—{ Recewed June 10.) 

My Lord Town, April 18, 1865. 


F WE haye the honour to report to your Lordship da esteal in Simon’s Bay of 
the ship “ Avon,” of 1,086 tons, conv ing 500 coolies to Havana. 
o 





This vessel left Macao on the 27th of January last and arrived here on the 16th 
instant. She is sailing under Sardinian colours and nae. 
e have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO, FRERE. 
E. L. LAYARD. 
No. 65. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—( Received June 10.) 


’ Cape Town, = 26, 1865. 
WE have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a report of the cases of two 


dhows adjudicated in the Court of Vice-Admiralty of this Colony this day, and 
condemned as good prizes to Her Majesty’s ship “ tes.”” 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
E. L. LAYARD. 


(No. 14.) 
My Lord 





Inclosure in No. 65. 
Report of the cases of two Dhows condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court, on the 26th of April, 1865. 


No. 1. A DHOW of about 90 tons, name and nation unknown. This vessel was observed on the 
14th September, 1864, by Her Majesty's ship “* Orestes,” off Magadoxa, standing to the northward. Upon seeing 
the “Orestes” she altered her course and stood for the land; the “ Orestes” followed in chase, and firing shot to 
bring her to, but she continued her course, showing no colours until she ran on shore, Her Majesty's ship 
“ Orestes’ not beiug able to approach her on account of the shoal water. Captain Garduer sent Lieutenant Lang 
in charge of the first and second cutter for the purpose of searching her if possible; but owing to the heavy surf 
breaking over her as she lay on her broadside the captors were prevented from boarding her. They observed, 
however, the crew, distinguished by their clothing, driving the slaves (about 150 in quched enchennd to the shore. 
Captain Gardner then completed the destruction of this dhow by firing a shell into her, 

No. 2. A dhow of 624% tons, name and nation unknown. This dhow was captured on the 4th of January, 1865, 
by Lieutenant Blake, in command of the cuter and gig of Her Majesty's ship “ Orestes,” Captain A. H. ner, 
in Kokolony Bay, where the captor had been sent by Captain Gardner in consequence of information he had 
received. Upon his arrival he found several vessels at anchor, and on standing towards them he intercepted a boat 
containing four naked negroes which he had seen come off from one of the dhows. Upon this the dhow was 
searched, and was found to have Arab colours and papers, to be fully equipped for the Slave Trade, witha crew of 
10 men and 5 passengers, and 27 slaves (men, women, and children) ; making together with those taken in the boat 
a total of 31. 

The captor then took the dhow to Zanzibar, where the slaves, crew, and passengers, were delivered to His 
Highness the Sultan. 

The papers were delivered to Her Majesty’s Consul for the Ag mn of transmission to the Custom-house 
authorities at Zanzibar, and they proved on examination to be an zibar pass given for a former 

His Highness caused the crew to be imprisoned and the dhow to be destroyed within the harbour of Zanzibar, 
she being unfit for a voyage to a British port of adjudication. 





No. 66. 


- Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received June 10.) 
(No. 15. 
My Lord, Cape Town, May 1, 1865. 
WE have the honour to lay before your Lordship some information which we 
have recently received respecting the Slave Trade on the East Coast of Africa. 
We regret to learn that, although no shipments in foreign vessels for the West 
Indies or Brazil appear to have been effected, the trade in dhows from the neighbour- 


hood of Mozambique has much increased: 291 negroes were recently taken in 
two dhows, captured by two of His Most Faithfal Majesty's cruizers, the “Mariana” 
and the “ Andorinha,” and eleven more dhows were to be collecting slaves 


in the neighbourhood. It is said that this traffic is carried on for the supply of 
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engagés to the French ions in the Channel and Réunion, and there is reason 
to believe that two or t small have been taken into Johanna. 

With regard to the Slave Trade from the northward, we learn that the demand 
for slaves in Arabia and Persia is very great, and the prices very high, so that large 
numbers of slaves are collected, not only at Zanzibar but at many of the small 
— on the mainland as far up as Quiloa. Fewer dhows, however, than usual 

ave come down this season, onise toa — number having been destroyed in the 
hurricane of last year. Two dhows have been taken near Zanzibar by Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Orestes,” as reported in our despatch of the 26th April. 

The trade in the neighbourhood of Mozambique requires all the attention of 
one cruizer from the middle of April until December, and the Governor-General of 
Mozambique has expressed a wish that one of Her Majesty’s ships should be so 
employed ; but the trade to the north also requires to be closely watched, and there 
being but three vessels for this purpose, one of which is stationed off Guardafui, we 
still doubt very much whether Her Majesty’s cruizers are in sufficient number to do 
the work effectually. 

Whether shipped in the Mozambique or further northward, however, it must 
be borne in mind that the unhappy slaves are almost all supplied by the country 
lying beyond the Portuguese territory, and the continuance of the traffic may fairly 
be attributed, in a great degree, to the restrictions with which the Portuguese 
authorities have fettered commerce along the 600 miles of coast over which she 
claims sovereignty. In the opinion of Captain Gardner, after an experience of three 
years upon this station, Portugal has by these restrictions stopped legal trade on 
the whole coast, and left her own subjects and the native Chiefs nothing but the 
Slave Trade to depend upon. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
E. L. LAYARD. 





No. 67. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received June 20.) 
No. 16. 
My Lord, Cape Town, May 10, 1865. 

WITH reference to our despatch No. 13 of the 18th ultimo we have the honour 
to report to your Lordship the arrival at this port, on the 7th instant, of two more 
vessels conveying Chinese coolies to the West Indies. 

Ist. The barque “ Emmanuel,” 328 tons, Lather de Condray, master, which left 
Macao on the 4th of March, bound to Havana, with 151 Chinese coolies, of whom 
six died from general debility on the passage to this port, and three were shot by 
the captain “for attempting to revolt.” ‘ ; 

2nd. The British ship “ Ganges,” of 840 tons, James Nourse, master, which 
left Calcutta on the Ist of March last, bound to Demerara, with 300 coolies, 50 
of whom died from fever during the voyage to this port. ; 

On the demand of Captain Nourse an inquiry was instituted into the cause of 
the deaths of these men by the authorities here, which resulted in the removal of 
the surgeon from the vessel, and the appointment of another gentleman in his 


place. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
E. L. LAYARD. 


ae 


No. 68. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell, No. 19, June 13, 1865. 
[Satisfactory conduct of Mr. Bidwell.) 
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sda: a's Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received August 17.) 
UNO. \ 
My Lord, Cape Town, June 30, 1865. 
WE have the honour to report to your Lordship that no case has been adjudi- 
cated by these Mixed Courts of Justice during the half-year ending this day. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE 
E. L, LAYARD. 








No. 70. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 
(No. 9.) 
Gentlemen, pg Office, October 18, 1865. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. & of the 18th ultimo, I transmit to you, 


for your information, a copy of a further despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul- 
General at Havana,* relative to the movement of the Mexican steamer “ Margarita 
Quintero,” formerly the Spanish ship “ Ciceron.” 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 71. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell_—(Received November 16.) 


(No. 23.) 

My Lord, Cape Town, September 23, 1865. 
WE have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a report of the cases of 

seven dhows, adjudicated in the Court of Vice-Admiralty of this Colony on the 11th 

and on the 23rd instant, and condemned as good prizes to Her Majesty’s ship 


“ Rapid.” 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
E. L. LAYARD. 


Inclosure in No. 71. 


Report of the cages of Seven Dhows condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court on the 11th and 22nd of September, 
1865. 


No. 1. A dhow of $2°58 tons, name and nation unknown, captured on the 13th of March, 1865, by Lieutenant 
Webber, while cruizing off the town of Paza, to the northward of Lamoo, in command of the pinnace, cutter, 
and whaler of Her Majesty’s ship “Rapid,” Commander Jago. This vessel was observed hed off the 
town of Paza; and as the boats approached her crew were seen removing their goods from the vessel to the 
shore. Upon being searched she was found deserted, without colours or papers, completely fitted for the 
Slave T and, from the appearance of the slave-deck, had evidently conveyed a cargo of slaves. 

Upon the same day Lieutenant Webber called u the native Governor of Paza, an officer of his 
Highness the Sultan of Zanzibar, who informed him he had received orders from the Governor of 
Lamoo to look out for this dhow, as she was a notorious slaver ; that she had succeeded in landing a cargo 
of slaves three or four days before ; and that these slaves were only waiting for the departure of the cruizers 
to be shipped off to the northward. 

_ No. 2. A dhow of 62:2 tons, name and nation unknown, on the 81st of March, 1864, by Her 
a sb py ABs on i Coens Gy while cruizing off Brava. This dhow was observed under sail, 


miles no of Brava ; whereypon Commander Jago dispatched Lieutenant Du is in command of the gi 


@ cargo of slaves. 
No. 3. A dhow of 35:78 tons, name and nation unknown, captured on the 11th of April, 1864, by Her 
Majesty's ship “ Rapid,” Commander Jago, off Dwinford Port. This vessel was seated chadee G the 
northward, and upon the “ Rapid” altering her course for the purpose of hailing her, the dhow also changed 
* Class B, No. 366, 
Crass A. L 
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her course, with the obvious intention of running on shore; but Her Majesty's ship “ Rapid,” being under 
steam at the time, succeeded in intercepting her. Commander Jago then dispatched Lieutenant Dupuis to 
board and examine her. Upon searching her she was found to be without colours or papers, completely 
fitted for the Slave Trade, and with a crew of thirteen men—Somali Arabs. The crew, at their own request, 
_ put on board another dhow, a lawful trader bound to the northward, and which agreed to receive 
them. 

No. 4. A dhow of 74°54 tons, name and nation unknown, captured on the 14th of May, 1864, by Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Rapid” while cruizing off Pawba. This dhow was observed at sunset off the north point 
of that island, running to the northward. Her Majesty’s ship “ Rapid” then followed in chase, firing a gun 
to bring her to, but without effect, but eventually overhauled her off Wassoen. Commander Jago then 
— Lieutenant Dupuis to board and search her, and, upon examination, the captor found her to be 
without colours or papers, ere gag fitted for the Slave Trade, and to have seventy-five slaves of both 
sexes, chiefly children, on board. She had a crew of fifteen hands—Somali Arabs, who stated that they had 
come from Zanzibar, and were bound to the Persian Gulf. The next morning the crew, at their own request, 
were removed to another vessel bound to the north, her master consenting to receive them, and declining to 
accept any recompense in return. The slaves were taken on board he Majesty's ship “ Rapid” and 
conveyed to Seychelles, where they were all landed and delivered over to the Civil Commissioner of that 
Settlement, with the exception of two who died from dysentery on the voyage. 

No. 5. A dhow of 52°4 tons, name and nation unknown, captured on the 15th of May, 1864. On the 
previous day Lieutenant Webber was proceeding, by orders of Commander Jago, through Tongony Gap, in 
the island of Peruba, taking with him the cutter, whaler and gig of Her Majesty's ship “ Rapid,” for the 
purpose of examining the creeks on the west side of the island. On the same evening he was informed by a 
native of the island that a northern dhow had arrived at the island on the 7th of the month with a full cargo 
of slaves, and having disembarked them was at the time hauled up above high-water mark in an adjoining 
creek, intending to re-embark the slaves as soon as Her Majesty's cruizers left the coast. Lieutenant Webber, 
therefore, proceeded to the place indicated, and found a dhow beached as described. It being then dark he 
deferred its examination till the following morning, when he found her quite deserted, without colours or 
papers, and fully equipped for the Slave Trade, with three slave decks laid in tiers, capable of carrying 250 
slaves. A native informed the captor that 150 slaves had been landed, and conducted him to the hut where 
they had been secreted, but it appeared they must have been removed on the preceding evening, for none were 
found, but the traces of the presence of a large number of people were discovered ; three large vessels holding 
food were also left behind. 

No. 6. A dhow of 135:9 tons, name and nation unknown, captured on the 4th of May, 1865, by Lieutenant 
Webber while cruizing off Peruba Island in command of the pinnace, cutter and whaler of Her Majesty's ship 
“Rapid.” On the previous day Lieutenant Webber received information that a slave-dhow was lying in a 
creek on the western side of the island, and the next morning he discovered her hauled upon the beach. On 
examination she was found to be deserted, without colours or papers, with a slave-deck laid which presented 
all the appearance of having just been used by slaves. 

Upon Lieutenant Webber going on shore to make inquiries, he ascertained from the natives that this 
vessel had arrived four days betore with a cargo of slaves, who were confined in huts close by, and he met a 
Souri, who stated that he was master of the dhow, and was bound to Zanzibar with a cargo of cocoa nuts, 
but would not show any papers or say where he had come from. The natives, who appeared willing to assist 
the captors, volunteered to point out the hut where the slaves were confined, requesting Lieutenant Webber 
to destroy the dhow, as the Souri’s had threatened to carry off their children. With the assistance of these 
natives twenty-six slaves were discovered in one hut, but while securing these the master and crew of the 
dhow succeeded in carrying off the rest, and the captor and his men only succeeded in rescuing six more, 
making in all thirty-two slaves, the greater portion of whom were children. These slaves were taken on board 
Her Majesty's ship “ Rapid,” and taken to Seychelles, and there, with the exception of one who died on the 
voyage, were delivered over to the Civil Commissioner of that Settlement. 

No. 7. A dhow of 65°75 tons, name and nation unknown, captured on the 15th of May, 1865. On the 
previous day Lieutenant Webber, in command of the pinnace and whaler of Her Majesty's ship “ Rapid,” 
being at Lamoo, received information that a Somali dhow, then at anchor off Lamoo, had landed a cargo of 
slaves and stowed them away in a house he pointed out to him. The next day Lieutenant Webber reported 
the circumstance to the Governor of Lamoo, who directed the house to be searched in the presence of Lieutenant 
Webber, when twelve female slaves, who had been kidnapped from the subjects of the Sultan of Zanzibar 
were discovered, The Governor then directed the slaves to be restored to their owners, and requested 
Lieutenant Webber to destroy the dhow as a slaver. 

Upon examination of the dhow she was found to be deserted, without colours or papers, and completely 
titted for the Slave Trade. : 

The tonnage of these vessels was ascertained by admeasurement at the time of capture, after which they 
were destroyed, being unfit for a voyage to a port of adjudication. 





No. 72. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell_—(Received November 16.) 


(No. 24.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, September 30, 1865. 
IN compliance with your Lordship’s instructions, we have the honour to lay 
before your Lordship our Report upon the Slave Trade on the East Coast of Africa 
during the past year. . 
The head-quarters of this station are now in India, and our opportunities of 
seeing gentlemen employed in Her Majesty’s cruizers are consequently much 
diminished, which must be our apology if our Report is less particular than we 
could wish. ; 
From what we can gather, we regret to learn that there is no falling off in the 
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extent to which slaves are exported from the Portuguese possessions; we, however, 
have heard of but one vessel, the “ Duque de Tetuan,” as suspected of an intention to 
ship slaves for the West Indies. This vessel, whose movements, with those of the 
« America,” excited the suspicion of the authorities and of Her Majesty’s cruizers 
last year, was reported as having escaped with a full cargo of negroes shipped near 
Inhambane ; but she is now said to have arrived at Cadiz with x legal cargo. How 
far this may be consistent with her having touched elsewhere and landed slaves, 
would be shown by a comparison of the exact dates of her departure from the 
coast, and her arrival at Cadiz. But of these we are not in possession further than 
that she sailed from Mozambique on the 22nd of January last year. Her name 
does not appear on the list of suspected vessels furnished to us by your Lordship. 

The principal export of slaves from the Portuguese possessions continues to 
be for the supply of the Arab trade to the northward, and to a lesser extent to 
Madagascar for the French possessions at Mayotta and Nos-beh; and the 
Governor-General of Mozambique laments that the very small force at his disposal 
prevents him from doing much to suppress the evil, of the existence of which he is 
aware. 

We learn that there is no diminution in the Trade from the East Coast, north 
of Cape Delgado, and there seems to be no hope of checking it, unless by the 
presence of a much larger force of Her Majesty's ships, as long as slaves can be 
legally carried between —— within the dominion of the Sultan of Zanzibar. His 
Highness is represented as co-operating cordially with the efforts of Her Majety’s 
cruizers; but the number of slaves carried off from the coast far exceeds what is 
required for Zanzibar, and by far the greater portion, if not re-shipped at Zanzibar 
itself, find their way in small dhows to other ports, whence they are taken off to the 
Persian Gulf. 

Nine dhows captured by Her Majesty’s cruizers during this year have been 
condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this Colony, two as prizes to Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Orestes,” and seven to Her Majesty’s ship “Rapid.” 138 slaves 
were taken in these dhows, about 100 of whom were delivered over to the Civil 
Commissioner at Seychelles, and others were handed over to His Highness the 
Sultan of Zanzibar, from whose subjects they had been stolen. Other captures 
have been made, of the result of which we have no information, except in the case 
of a vessel taken by Her Majesty’s ship “ Wasp” with about 300 slaves on board, 
who were landed at Seychelles. This vessel, a dhow of 200 tons, took her slaves on 
board at the back of the Island of Zanzibar, where she shipped a force of forty-six 
fighting men who engaged to protect the ship from Her Majesty's cruizers until 
she was well off on her voyage to the northward. As she was getting away she 
was detained by the pinance and cutter of Her Majesty’s ship “ Wasp,” and taken 
after a desperate resistance, in the course of which the coxswain of the oo was 
killed and several men were injured, among the latter was Lieutenant Rising, who 
led the party and who was wounded in the neck, back, and thigh. In many cases 
some slight attempt at resistance has been made by the Arab dhows, but this is 
the first instance, we believe, in which decided preparation has been made by the 
slave-traders to fight their way, and it is fortunate that, owing to the courage and 
determination of Lieutenant Rising and his eighteen men, this attempt was so 
signally defeated. 

e do not observe that any allusion is made in the printed correspondence to 
the coolies now imported into Cuba, but we think that they must be arriving there 
in considerable numbers, as four vessels conveying about 1,200 coolies from China 
to Cuba have touched here during the year. 

Of the fifteen vessels to the movements of which your Lordship has called our 
attention during the past year, none have made their appearance at this port. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
E. L. LAYARD. 
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No. 73. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received December 19.) 
(No, 25.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, October 20, 1865. 
1 HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that Mr. Benjamin Pringle, 


Judge in this Mixed Court of Justice on the part of the United States of America, 
returned to this Colony on the 14th instant, 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 





No. 74. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.— (Received December 19.) 

(No. 27.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, November 13, 1865. 

WE have the honour to inform your Lordship that the Chevalier Duprab, the 
Commissioner of His Most Faithful Majesty in this Mixed British and Portuguese 
Commission, has this day returned to the Colony. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
E. L. LAYARD. 





No. 75. 


Mr. Hammond to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 

(No. 12.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, December 20, 1865. 

A LETTER has been received from Mr. Mallett requesting to be allowed to 
let as chambers the portion of the Mixed Commission House now occupied by him 
as Registrar, and with the proceeds to hire a house outside the town. Iam directed 
by the Ear] of Clarendon to state that this application should have come through 
you, but if you see no objection on public grounds, his Lordship is willing to comply 
with Mr. Mallett’s request. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


, 
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No. 76. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received January 11, 1865.) 


{No. 32.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 21, 1864. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 27 of the 20th May, 1863, and your 
Lordship’s despatch No. 10 of the 23rd June of the present year, I have the honour 
to acquaint your Lordship that the Governor-General has repaid to me the sum of 
501., being one-half of the Proctor’s fee, the whole of which had been paid by 
Her Majesty's Government from their moiety of the proceeds of the Portuguese 
brigantine “Laura,” prize to Her Majesty’s ship “Zebra,” and condemned by the 
Court of Mixed Commission established in this city. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





No. 77. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioner, No. 1, January 23, 1865. 
{Slave Trade information.]} 


No. 78. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell—(Received February 10, 1865.) 
(No. 35.) 
My Lord, Loanda, November 9, 1864. 


IN my despatch No. 49 of the 4th December of last year I had the honour to 
request your Lordship’s permission to give a gratuity of 251. to Senhor Casimiro 
d’Almeida e Figueiredo, Secretary to the Mixed Commission. To that despatch | 
have as yet received no reply. i did not then think it necessary to do more than 
mention that Senhor Almeida had rendered certain special services, and I was not 
at that time aware that Senhor Jozé Julio Rodriguez, the late Portuguese Commis- 
sioner, as well as Mr. Gabriel, had expressed themselves in the most flattering terms 
in his favour, 

Circumstances have, however, occurred which it is my duty to bring to your 
Lordship’s knowledge and which render a more detailed statement necessary. 

On the trial of the Portuguese brigantine ‘‘ Laura,” Senhor Almeida accompanied 
the inspectors on board, and carefully pointed out those portions of the equipment 
which showed an intention to embark slaves. Having ascertained the opinions of the 
inspectors, he wrote them down on the spot and obtained their signatures; they 
subsequently memorialized the Commissioners, and requested permission to substi- 
tute for the report they had already made one directly the reverse in its conclusions. 
This proceeding Senhor Almeida energetically resisted, stating that he had written 
down their answers as they had dictated, and that they had been signed in his 
presence ; the request of the inspectors was consequently rejected, and the vessel 
condemned chiefly on their original report. 

The conduct of Senhor Almeida on that occasion received the approval of the 
Commissioners, Senhor Jozé Julio Rodriguez and the Governor-General, who was 
acting in the absence of British Commissioners, and the former of those gentlemen 
in aap tia of his services requested the Portuguese Government to confer a 
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decoration on him; but Senhor Almeida at the same time incurred the enmity and 
hostility of the principal slave-traders, and particularly of Senhor Germano Valle, 
the proctor of the claimants. 

The Tribunals of the Province are generally in an incomplete state in conse- 
quence of the insalubrity of the climate. Some of the Judges are always absent, and 
considerable delay takes place before death vacancies are filled up: supplemental 
Judges are therefore appointed who are styled “ Juizes Ordinarios;” those appoint- 
ments are made by the Governor-General on the recommendation of the Tribunal da 
Relacio. ‘ 
When the Tribunal de Prima Instancia is incomplete the Juizes Ordinarios 
replace the absent Judges, and it falls on them on such occasions to try the captains 
and crews of vessels engaged in the Slave Trade. A few months ago it became 
necessary to appoint two such Judges, and it came to Senhor Almeida’s knowledge, 
in his capacity of Secretary of the Relacfo, that the Vice-President of that Tribunal, 
Senhor Joaquim Guedes, intended to submit to the Governor-General the names 
of Senhor Jozé Vieira da Silva, Junior, and Senhor Joaquim Leandro Xavier de 
Bulhdes Maldonado. This information he communicated to me, and I lost no time in 
conveying it to his Excellency, The former of those persons had been cy by 
the Governor-General from his office of Deputy of the Procurador Regio for having 
publicly declared that he had purposely neglected to appeal against the judgment 
of the Court acquitting the crew and passengers of the launch “ E,” because he 
considered her condemnation iniquitous; the latter had in the year 1846 been 
dismissed with disgrace from his office of Secretary of the Mixed Commission, as 
reported in the despatch of Her Majesty’s Commissioners No. 44 of the 23rd 
December of that year. It is scarcely necessary for me to add, the Governor- 
General refused to sanction the proposed appointments. ‘The Vice-President of the 
Relacio, however, did not scruple to tax Senhor Almeida with bes | a spy of the 
British Government, and the charge was repeated in words scarcely less disguised 
by the President of the Tribunal, Senhor Mendes Affonso, in a letter published in a 
Lisbon newspaper, he being in that city on leave of absence. Senhor Almeida thus 
incurred, by his connection with and services rendered to the Mixed Commission, 
the hatred and hostility of the slave-traders, the President and Vice-President of the 
Relaciio, and an influential advocate, Senhor Germano Perreira do Valle; and an 
occasion was sought, and I regret to state too easily found, by which their vengeance 
might be gratified. It appears that Senhor Almeida when a mere boy married a 
woman very much his senior in years; he separated from her very shortly after his 
marriage, and has since then been living with a mistress. On two occasions he has 
applied for and obtained at the public expense passages to this city for himself and 
wife; this circumstance has been communicated by his enemies to the Minister for 
the Colonies, and the same mail that brought out the decree containing his appoint- 
ment to the Secretaryship of the Mixed Commission also brought out orders to the 
Governor-General to institute criminal proceedings against him, and he is now in 
jail awaiting his trial. 

Although the offence of which Senhor Almeida is accused is one of constant 
occurrence, and appears to be tolerated by the Portuguese Government, no excuse 
whatever can be made for hisconduct; he has undoubtedly committed a fraudulent 
act: but I cannot, my Lord, help acknowledging and fecling the truth of his 
observation to me, that he is “a martyr to the Mixed Commission.” A considerable 
period has elapsed since the offence was committed, and there can be no doubt 
that the instigators of these proceedings are the enemies whom his conduct as 
Secretary of the Mixed Commission has procured him. Senhor Almeida has 
appealed to me for support and assistance. I am not in a position to afford either, 
but have told him that I would bring the facts to your Lordship’s knowledge and 
expressed a hope that on consideration of the case your Lordship might be disposed 
to invoke the clemency of the Portuguese Government on his behalf, and obtain the 
remission of the very serious punishment to which he will be doubtless condemned. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 


P.S.—The original despatch has been sent under flying seal to Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Lisbon. 


WwW. VY. 
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No. 79. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received February 10, 1865.) 

(No. 36.) 
My Lord, Loanda, December 7, 1864. 

IN accordance with the instructions conveyed to me in your Lordship’s 
despatches No. 6 of the 5th 4 and No. 8 of the 3lst May, I have the honour to 
acquaint your Lordship that I propose to proceed to-morrow to the South Coast in 
Her Majesty’s ship “ Dart” for the purpose of discovering, if possible, who are the 
persons that have been pigeged in the Slave Trade in that district. 

On my return I will have the honour of communicating to your Lordship the 
result of my inquiries. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





No. 80. 


Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received February 10, 1865.) 
(No. 37.) 
My Lord, Loanda, December 16, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that Her Majesty’s ship “ Archer,” 
on her way from Cabhinda to the Congo on the 5th instant, saw a strange steamer, 
supposed to be the “ Ciceron,” coming from the northward and steering apparently 
for Red Point: she neared the “ Archer,” from being just in sight from the mast-head 
to lower yards in sight from deck ; she then suddenly altered course to the north- 
west. The “ Archer” followed for nearly an hour, and having ascertained that chase 
had much the advantage in speed relinquished the pursuit, and after communicating 
with ‘“ Griffon” at Cabenda procceded to the Congo. 

A steamer, most sibel the same one, was seen by Her Majesty's ship 
“Snipe” on the 25th ultimo, making towards Vista, but she at once stood out to sea 
again. 

: The ‘* Archer” came in on the 13th instant to coal, and on the following day 1 
went with Captain Marten to bring to the knowledge of the Governor-General the 
above particulars, with the hope that his Excellency would give orders for the 
Portuguese corvette “Sa da Bandeira” to proceed without delay to look after the 
suspected vessel ; and I am happy to be able to inform your Lordship that she will 
leave to-morrow with that object. With her assistance, as she steams so much better 
than any of Her Majesty’s cruizers on this station, | am not without hopes that at 
least a shipment of negroes may be prevented. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 
No. 81. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received March 7.) 
(No. 39.) 
My Lord, Loanda, December 31, 1864. 


I HAVE the honour to report that no case has been brought for adjudication 
before the Court of Mixed Commission established in this city during the half-year 
ending this day. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





No. 82. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Iussell.—(Received April 5.) 
(Separate.) 
My Lord, Loanda, January 19, 1865. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit a despatch addressed to your Lordship by 
Mr. Hewett, requesting a year’s leave of absence to enable him to return to Europe. 
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Mr. Hewett has suffered many severe attacks of diarrhoea, with a tendency to 
dysentery, and the doctor of Her pores ship “ Archer” has strongly advised him 
to absent himself from the coast as quickly as possible. 

[ have, &c: ‘ 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





Inclosure in No. 82. 


. Mr. Hewett to Earl Russell. 
My Lord, Loanda, January 18, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to request your Lordship will be pleased to grant me leave of absence for one year to 
proceed to Europe for the benefit of my health, which, after a sojourn on this coast of nearly three years, I regret 
to find, though I am not surprised, is commencing to show symptoms of failing. 

As your Lordship already knows I have been away from my post on more than one occasion for the 
re-establishment of my health, but after my last absence | was taken with a very severe attack of diarrhaa and I 


have been advised to go to Europe, the change of air to be obtained on the coast not being deemed sufficiently 
invigorating to completely restore me. 


But for the medical advice I have received I should not have troubled your Lordship with this application, 
which, however, I hope will obtain favourable consideration. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 


No. 83. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell,—({ Received March 7.) 
(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Loanda, January 7, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that on the 8th of last month I 
embarked on board Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Dart” for the purpose of proceeding to the 
coast to the southward, with the object of discovering the persons who had been 
engaged in the vast slave-trading operations in the district of Benguella during the 
last eighteen months. 

The first place at which I touched was Benguella Velha; there I found three 
houses only, with a distance of about two miles intervening between them. | landed 
and had an opportunity of entering into conversation with two of the settlers 
with whom the Commander of the “ Dart” was negociating for the purchase of 
cattle for the use of his ship. My suspicions had been directed towards a certain 
Senhor Sarmento, a resident at that place, but I could obtain no information 
whatever respecting him or his proceedings ; the persons above referred to admitted 
that many slaves had been sent from the district, but stated that the shipments had 
taken place further south. 

From Benguella Velha I proceeded to Quicombo ; that place is situated about six 
miles from Novo Redondo, which it overlooks. I had two reasons for going to the 
former instead of the latter place: from the state of the sea the ships could not have 
approached the shore within a moderate distance, and landing would have been 
difficult and probably dangerous. I also thought from its proximity that the 
inhabitants of | Quicombo could not be ignorant of the proceedings of those of Novo 
Redondo, and as they were not compromised they would be more communicative ; I 
was, I regret to say, deceived in my expectations. Senhor Pinto and the persons 
with whom I was in communication there, notwithstanding very intelligible hints on 
my part that it would be to their advantage to communicate to me any information 
in their possession, repeated that the shipments of slaves had taken place further 
south, but disclaimed all knowledge of the persons interested. 

The town of Benguella was the next place I visited. The Governor-General 
had very kindly given me a private letter of introduction to the Acting Governor ; 
the late Governor Senhor Gamitto having left the province in the month of 
November. The Acting Governor, Major Godinho, informed me tnat he had been 
two months only at Benguella, having been charged with the government of 
the district by the Governor-General pending the arrival of Senhor Gamitto’s 
successor; but that he learnt enough to satisfy him that the slave-trading that- 
Senhor Gamitto had sanctioned had been scandalous and disgraceful. He told me that 
he had been unable to obtain any certain proofs against the offenders, as the greater 
part of the inhabitants were interested and compromised ; but that it was notorious 
that the late Governor had received large bribes to connive at the slaving operations, 
and that he heard and believed that he had taken away with him from thirty to fifty 
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contos of reis. He mentioned among other matters that it was stated that a shipment 
had been made in the Bahia Farta, and that the ship had been becalmed the whole 
day before the town of Benguella. The Bahia Farta is a small bay at the entrance 
of the Bay of Benguella, and may be considered a portion of it. Major Godinho 
added that all the information he possessed was hearsay, but that he believed it to 
be substantially true. Major Godinho’s language struck ine as that of a disappointed 
man whose services had in his opinion not been properly recognized and rewarded. 
He said he had been twenty-three years on active service in Africa, and was 
without a penny because he had been honest and faithful in the discharge of his 
duties; whereas Senhor Gamitto had amassed a fortune in three years by the 
receipt of bribes in the most shameless and barefaced manner, and that he would 
probably be honoured and respected on his return to Lisbon on account of the 
wealth he had ignominiously acquired. 

I saw many other persons at Benguella; no attempt was made by them to deny 
that slaving operations had taken place in the neighbourhood, but every one 
professed the most entire ignorance of the particulars and of the persons engaged 
in them. From Benguella I went to Mossamedes, with the Governor of which place 
1 was most desirous of having an interview. He is a person of great intelligence, 
with a most firm and decided character, and a determined enemy of the Slave 
Trade and slave-traders. It may be in your Lordship’s recollection that Senhor 
Costa Leal, the Governor, in the month of August 1863, informed Commander 
Perry, of Her Majesty's ship “Griffon,” that slave-trading, on an extensive scale, 
was carried on in the neighbouring district of Benguella; and in my despatch 
No. 3 of the 11th January, 1864, | mentioned to your Lordship that the Governor- 
General had told me that Senhor Costa Leal had also made a communication to 
that effect to him. I found him exceedingly frank and communicative. He imme- 
diately admitted that he had made the statement referred to, to Commander Perry, 
adding that what he had said was the truth, but on my asking for particulars and 
proofs 1 was again disappointed. Senhor Costa Leal answered that as he had 
publicly and officially denounced the slave-trading carried on in Benguella, no one 
could have a greater interest or be more anxious than he to obtain evidence of the 
fact, but that all his efforts to that end had been unsuccessful. He had questioned 
on the subject persons from Benguella, who declined to furnish him any details, but 
told him in confidence that, for a particular shipment, Senhor Gamitto, the 
Governor, received two contos of reis, for such another he received such a sum, 
and that the last trip he made to Novo Redondo, prior to his departure, was to 
obtain a balance due to him for a shipment that he had permitted. They also told 
him that the Administrator of the Custom-house and the Commander of the troops. 
also received certain sums as the price of their connivance. I remained four days 
at Mossamedes, and accompanied the Governor to a neighbouring plantation, 
where I spent the day. A number of gentlemen were present, who conversed 
openly in my presence about the slave-trading in Benguella, but immediately 1 
entered into private conversation on the subject with any of them I was met with 
the same reticence that I had found elsewhere ; they knew there had been many 
cargoes of slaves shipped, but were not aware who were the persons engaged in the 
business. It was mentioned that Senhor Gamitto had denounced the “ Virgen del 
Refugio” because the captain had refused to bribe him. 

I left Mossamedes on the 22nd December, and having, in passing, looked into 
Elephant Bay, arrived at Equimina on the 24th. It is necessary that I should make 
your Lordship acquainted with certain particulars as aly to that place, formerly 
the abode of the most notorious slave-trader, Senhor [gnacio Teixeira Xavier. 
That individual died in the month of September 1863, and the administration of the 
estate fell into the hands of the Provincial Treasury (Junta da Fazenda). By that 
Board it was put up for sale by public auction, and was purchased on the 26th 
September, 1864, by a Company composed of eight or ten persons, among the 
number are some who have been seriously compromised in slave-trading operations, 
namely, Senhors Flores, Prado, and Toulson ; on the other hand, besides the impro- 
bability of a Company, composed of so many persons, incorporated under the 
warrant of the Governor-General, being organized with the object of engaging in 
the Slave Trade, there are three or four shareholders who, from position and other 
causes, would never venture to join in those infamous and inhuman speculations. 
One of them is Senhor Joaquim Guedes de Carvalho e Menezes ; he is President of 
the Tribnnal da Relacfo in this city, is a member of one of the oldest and most 
influential families of Portugal, and his term of service in Africa Cnet nearly 
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expired, is certain to receive a high judicial appointment on his return to Europe. 
Senhor Guedes Garrido, another shareholder, served for several years as Secretary 
of the Mixed Commission, is now the Administrator of the Custom-house in this 
city, has Jong resided here, and has never been in any way compromised in slave- 
trading, and I think I can safely vouch for Senhors Carmelino and Jsaac Zagury, 
merchants doing the most extensive legitimate business in the city, and probably 
the only persons of their class who would refuse to participate in a shipment of 
slaves. 

On the death of Senhor Ignacio, the whole of his affairs fell into a state of 
complete confusion, as no one was on the spot to take charge of the property, and 
so matters remained until the sale took place. J made, or I am much mistaken, 
the Commodore acquainted with these circumstances when he was here in the 
beginning of October; the estate had then been but a few days the property of the 
Company, they had not taken possession, and could assuredly have made no 
arrangement for shipping slaves from Equimina, I was, therefore, much astonished 
to learn that the Commodore had left orders at Mossamedes for Her Majesty’s ship 
“Jaseur” to visit and watch Equimina, as he believed it was intended to ship a 
cargo of slaves from that place. The Governor of Mossamedes informed me that 
he had told the Commodore all the facts related above, and that there was no 
probability of any slaves being po ig at Equimina; under the circumstances I 
was most anxious to learn what could have aroused the Commodore's suspicions, 
and my visit to the spot did not enlighten me. I arrived there quite unexpectedly, 
and went over the whole property. No attempt was made at concealment. I found 
a most magnificent estate, with splendid gardens and orchards, containing a variety 
of European fruits and vegetables, and many fields of sugar cane generally in a 
high state of cultivation, due to the admirable system of irrigation prevailing there, 
but there was an absence of all arrangements for shipping slaves. No barracoons 
were erected, nor were there any slaves collected beyond the number employed in 
the cultivation of the soil, and amounting, as [ was told by the manager, to about 
360. It is the intention of the Company if they can obtain labourers, either slaves 
or libertos, to extend considerably the area of land under cultivation, and to plant 
sugar cane and cotton on avast scale. The facilities for obtaining water relieve 
them of all apprehension from drought, the curse of the whole coast. So long as 
the Company as at present constituted own Equimina, it will not, 1 feel assured, be 
used as a spot for embarking slaves. On leaving Equimina, I called again at 
Benguella for the purpose of ascertaining whether the Governor had obtained any 
information since my previous visit, and to give an opportunity of communicatin 
with me to others whom the expectation of reward might induce to come forward. 
1 was not more successful than on my first visit. L reached Loanda on the 
29th December, without having accomplished the special object of my expedition. 
My ieee was, however, not entirely thrown away, as | became acquainted with 
pela and circumstances not unlikely to prove useful hereafter, and | even now 

ave some ag of hearing from persons who hesitated or feared to communicate 
with me on the spot. The period also was unfortunate; my duties here required 
my presence at the end of the year, and the experience derived from the present 
trip shows me that it would be necessary to remain on shore for at least a week at 
Benguella or Mossamedes, so as to be thrown more familiarly and intimately into 
the society of the inhabitants, and so afford them greater opportunities and facilities 
to be communicative. J had not on this occasion time to remain among them. 
Should circumstances transpire which appear to me likely to lead to more 
satisfactory results on a future occasion, I should be glad to obtain your Lordship’s 
sanction to my making another visit to the coast to the southward; in such a'case 
it would be desirable that some understanding should be come to as to my obtaining 
a vessel to take me down. It was on the 21st December, 1863, that 1 made my 
request to Captain Bythesea to give me a passage in one of Her Majesty’s ships, 
and in consequence of references to the Commodore and other causes it was not till 
December 1864 that my request was granted. 1 have frequently adverted to the 
desirableness of having a cruizer stationed more frequently on that part of the 
me, her services would be made available to that effect while conveying me 

own. 

On my making the Governor-General acquainted with what I had heard 
respecting the late Governor of Benguella, his Excellency informed me that he 
intended to send down to that place a Commissioner with the sole and special 
object of inquiring into his proceedings. He told me that substantial charges had 
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been made against Senhor Gamitto by a native medical man, whose general 
character was far from irreproachable ; it was therefore necessary that his accusa- 
tions should be confirmed by more respectable and trustworthy witnesses. 

It is with regret, my Lord, that I have arrived at the conclusion that there is 
no probability whatever of the Slave Trade becoming extinct in the Portuguese 
territory so long as the authorities are so generally corrupt and venal. The first 
duty of the Portuguese Government is to appoint honest men; and should they 
prove the contrary, to be inexorable in inflicting punishment. Were the Agents of 
the Government faithful, there would be no slave-trading. We have heard of none 
in Mossamedes, for well do the subordinate authorities know that they need look 
for no mercy from the Governor, Senhor Costa Leal, if they offended; it is against 
the officials, therefore, that the rigour and vigilance of the Government should be 
directed. So exiguous, however, is the remuneration that they give their Agents, 
and so uncertain and irregular the periods of payment, that it does not suffice for 
their bare subsistence; the few, therefore, that are not open to a direct bribe are 
under pecuniary obligations to the slave-traders, which deprive them of all inde- 
pendent action. It is unnecessary for me to reiterate the high opinion that I have 
of the present Governor-General; bitterly, on many occasions, has his Excellency 
expressed to me his disgust and abhorrence of the character of his subordinates, 
whose misconduct tended to throw discredit on him in the eyes of those unacquainted 
with him; all his efforts to find more trustworthy persons were unavailing. If 
under a man of his character the Slave Trade has assumed such vast proportions, 
what would it not become under a less scrupulous Governor-General as Chief, and 
such a man as Senhor Gamitto as Governor of a district ? 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 
No. 84. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received March 7.) 
(No. 3.) 
My Lord, Loanda, January 20, 1865. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit a copy of a Memorandum containing informa- 
tion for the use of the Commanders of Her Majesty’s ships, which was communicated 
by Mr. Hewett during my absence on the South Coast. 

I have reason to think that the slaves mentioned in the Memorandum were not 
intended for shipment on board the “ Ciceron,” but are destined for another steamer 
that may shortly be expected. 

Commander Perry, of Her Majesty’s ship “Griffon,” captured in a boat the 
boatswain of the “Ciceron.” I have the honour to inclose a translation of the 
instructions and correspondence found in the boat. Your Lordship will observe 
that the arrival of the “Ciceron” was unexpected, and that no arrangements had 
been made, nor slaves collected for shipment by her. The absence of preparation I 
attribute to the fact that the machinery of the steamer that had been chartered by 
the Portuguese Government to bring out the mails having broken down, she was 
compelled to put into Fernando Po, where she remained a month refitting; the 
delivery of the mails was delayed for that period, and the “ Ciceron”’ arrived on the 
coast before the instructions to collect her cargo had been received. 

The boatswain, who is a Portuguese, stated that the “ Ciceron” has gone to 
Matamoros, the object of the voyage having been frustrated. He has been placed 
at the disposal of the Governor-General, and is now in prison in this city, and he 
will, I think, be committed for trial. 

Senhor Pamplona, who, it appears by the correspondence, was to have made 
the necessary arrangements, being, I am told, in Cuba, the letter of the Captain of 
the “ Ciceron” was received and answered by Pamplona’s partner, Manoel Joaquim 
d’Oliveira. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 84. 
Information concerning the Slave steam-ship “ Ciceron,” Master Mesquitu. 


“ CICERON’” is to ship between Maza Eugonda and Ambrizette. James Stewart has upwards of 800 
slaves ready fur shipment at Maza Eugonda, alias Agoa Preta (Anglicé Black Water), about five miles to leeward 
of Mangue Grande. ‘here are 150 slaves a little to leeward of Ambrizette, belonging to Antonio Alves Ferreira, 
late owner of launch ** Congo,” detained by Her Majesty’s ship “ Lee” in April last. My informant says the 
best points for cruizers would be off Cabega de Cobra (Snake's Head) and Ambrizette, 

There is a barque on the coast with coals for the “* Ciceron.” 

Loand1z, December 26, 1865. 

(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 84 
Papers taken from the Boatswain of the “ Ciceron.” 


Instructions given by Don Pedro Mas, Captuin of the steamer “ Ciceron,” to Jusé David, who states that he was 
Boatswain of that Vessel. 
( Translation.) 

INSTRUCTIONS for José D. Impress on Pamplona to use the greatest possible activity, and not to forget 
the firewood and the plates. Vo not allow the Chinese of the boat to communicate with any one, and José himself 
bring the orders, and stand cut as far as possible on going to receive the orders. The signal of the steamer will 
be the Spanish flag on the foremast, and José will answer with a white flag. 

He is to rendezvons on the 5th December in 5° 30’ south. 

Cloth for dressing wounds (* pano para curativas”), and a little soap. 

The captain has 120/. to employ. 





Senhor Dom Pedro Mas, River Zaire. 
Friend and Sir, Moanda, December 5, 1864. 

I HAVE before me your favour of the 24th ultimo, addressed to Senhor Joaquim Martins Pamplona, or to 
the person in charge of his affairs. I have to answer that I have received no instructions whatever respecting this 
matter. The last letter that I have from that Senhor is of the 30th May from Havana, and I know nothing of 
the business. Here there is no cargo. nor the wherewithal to purchase it. On the 3rd instant I received letters 
from Loanda, dated the 29th ultimo, and from Ambriz of the Ist instant, and I have no news whatever of Senhor 
Pamplona. The last news we have from Lisbon are of the 5th September ; they arrived here on the 28th October, 
and from that date to the 29th November there has arrived neither steamer nor sailing vessel. ‘That is all that 
presents itself to me to tell you. I am here ready to receive your orders, and am, &e. 

(Signed) M. J. D'OLIVEIRA. 


When yon write by sailing ship or steamer, you can do so by Loanda, to Senhor Bento Mendes Pires, by 
Ambriz to Senhor Saboga and Monteiro. Letters addressed to those gentlemen will be immediately sent here,— 
Oxiverra. 

If desirous of sending letters to me they can be sent to the following places :—Qundana, Rodrigues and Costa ; 
Ponta Negra, Francisco de Moraes; Ponta Banda, Caldeiréo. To the south, between Bahia Fundaand Ambrizette, 
Quitiliangulla, Francisco Antonio Ogando. It can be urgently requested at any of those places that they be sent 
on here. 





No. 85. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell_—(Receitved March 7.) 
(No. 4.) 
My Lord, Loanda, January 24, 1865. 

AT a special session of the Mixed Commission held in the month of October, 
his Excellency the Governor-General, in his capacity of Acting Portuguese 
Commissioner, read to me portions of a despatch that he had received from the 
Portuguese Minister of Foreign Affairs, recommending that the Commissioners 
should abstain from opening, as had been done in the case of the launch “ E,” 
private letters found on board vessels brought before the Mixed Commission for 
adjudication. The Duke de Loulé referred to a despatch that had been sent by the 
Portuguese Government to the Marquis of Lavradio, their Minister in London, on 
the 14th November, 1859, in which he had been desired to bring the matter to the 
notice of Her Majesty’s Government, and obtain their acquiescence to an order or 
rule prohibiting the Commissioners from opening private letters, as such a proceeding 
was a violation of the laws of Portugal, but he dia not mention what had been the 
answer of Her Majesty’s Government to that communication. 

My reply was to the effect that I could not accede to the proposal of the Duke 
de Loulé without previously examining my archives for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether they contained any instructions from Her Majesty's Government on the 
subject. ; 
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T have since made more than one careful examination of the archives in 
neral, and particularly of the despatches received from the Foreign Office; and 
the only despatch from that Department that I can find having reference to the 
opening of letters is one from the Earl of Clarendon, No. 16 of the 13th September, 
1854; in it mention is made of an opinion forwarded in another despatch No. 8 of 
the 11th February of the same year, as to the right of captors to open such letters 
as were found on board the “ Aguia,” but [ regret to state that neither the despatch 
of the 11th February, nor the opinion it inclosed, is to be found in the archives of 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners. I have, however, fallen on a paper in Portuguese 
which appears to be an abstract in that language of the opinion in question, and 
establishes an undoubted right on ive pet of the captors to open the correspondence 
found on board captured vessels. Under these circumstances I announced at a 
session held on the eve of my departure to the South Coast, that I could not consent 
to alter the practice that had previously obtained, unless I received from your 
Lordship instructions to that effect. Senhor B. Soares de Motta, who had succeeded 
the Governor-General as Acting Portuguese Commissioner, declared, on the other 
hand, that he considered himself bound to act on the suggestions of his Government. 

A mode, however, of avoiding the conflict of opinion that would arise on the 

uestion between my Portuguese colleague and myself suggested itself to my mind. 
t emequally wrote to Captain Martin, the Senior Officer of the South Division 
of the esa and requested that he would give orders to the officers under his 
command, to open, before they were filed, all letters and documents found on board 
captured vessels, which were intended to be used in the cause. Captain Martin 
replied that he would refer my despatch to the Cominodore for his decision. I 
conclude, therefore, that the opinion of the Queen’s Advocate-General has not been 
communicated to the officers who have been in command of the African squadron. 

I should be glad to receive your Lordship’s orders as to the answer that I shall 
give to the Portuguese Commissioner when he again brings the subject to my notice, 
and I take the liberty of suggesting that the Commanders of Her Majesty’s ships 
be instructed to act in conformity with the opinion of ne Queen’s Advocate-General. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





No. 86. 


ae Mr. Layard to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 
0. 2. 
ir, Foreign Office, March 22, 1865. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 35 of the oth of November last, repre- 
senting the persecution to which Senhor Almeida e Figueiredo has been subjected in 
consequence of the steps which he took to put a stop to the export of slaves from 
the Portuguese dominions in Angola, I am directed by Earl Russell to transmit to 

ou, for your information, a copy of a despatch addressed by his Lordship to Her 

ajesty’s Minister at Lisbon,* instructing him to intercede with the Portuguese 
Government with the view, if possible, of procuring the release of Senhor Almeida 
from prison. : ; , 

T am also to transmit to you a copy of a despatch from Sir A. Magenis,} which 
you will perceive was written before the receipt of his Lordship’s instructions, 
stating that immediately upon the receipt of your despatch, under flying-seal, he 
made a representation to the Portuguese Government on behalf of Senhor Almeida. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 





No. 87. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 23, 1865. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 4 of the 24th of January last, requesting 
instructions as to whether you are authorized to open private letters found on 
board vessels brought before the Mixed Commission Court for adjudication ; and I 
inclose a copy of the despatch No. 8 of the 11th of February, 1854, addressed by 


* Class B, No. 193. + Ibid., No. 
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Lord Clarendon to your predecessors, which you state is missing from the archives 
of your office, and in which you will find full directions for your guidance in the 
event of any dispute arising between you and your colleagues on this question. 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 





No. 88. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioner, No. 4, March 23, 1865. 
‘Slave Trade Information.] 





No. 89. 


Mr. Layard to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 

(Separate.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 23, 1865. 

IN reply to your despatch, Separate, of the 19th of January last, forwardin 
Mr. Hewett’s request for one year’s leave of absence, I am directed by Farl Russe 
to transmit to you, under flying-seal, the reply which, by your Lordship’s directions, 
{ have returned to Mr. Hewett. 

lam, &c. 
(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 





No. 90. 


” Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Recewved April 6.) 
Q ‘0. 5.) 
My Lord, Loanda, February 13, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit a translation of the Judgment of the Tribunal 
de Presas in the case of a boat or launch detained by the Portuguese war-schooner 
“Napier,” for navigating without flag or papers. 

he Commander of the “ Napier” stated in his evidence that he did not think 
that the boat was engaged in slave-trading ; it is difficult, therefore, to understand 
why he should have submitted her to the Judgment of the Tribunal de Presas, that 
Court having jurisdiction only in slave-trading cases. 

The “ Napier,” while cruizing off the coast of Benguella, captured about twenty 
boats or launches for navigating in violation of the Police and Custom-house 
Regulations, and fines were imposed by the authorities of Benguella in the majority 
of cases. Great laxity has hitherto revailed in the enforcement of those ~~ 
tions; the launches were consequently frequently employed in assisting the slave- 
traders in conveying slaves to the rendezvous or on board the vessels destined to 
receive them. This exhibition of vigilance, if followed up, will, no doubt, be a great 
obstacle to their movements and arrangements. 

The boat that has been tried and released by the Tribunal de Presas appears 
to have been eng , when captured, in conveying to Benguella a portion of the 
assets of the late Ignacio Teixeira Xavier, of Equimina, whose estate is under the 
administration of tne Treasury (“Junta da Fazenda”). 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





Inclosure in No. 90. 


Judgment of the “ Tribunal de Presas” on the launch “ Foguete,” captured on the 24th October, 1864, off the 
Coast af Benguela, by the Portuguese war-schooner “ Napier,” under the Command of Lieutenant Carlos 
Buzenw Correa da Silva, for sailing without papers or flag, and for having on board eight Slaves and 
various objects which rendered her suspicinus of being engaged in the Slave Trade. 


( Translation.) 
THE Judges of the Relagio acting as Prize Court agree: That it is shown that the boat or launch 


** Foguete,” whilst navigating along the Coast of Benguella from the south towards the north, off Sombreiro and 
within the limits of that place, was visited by the order of one of the officers of the Portuguese schooner of war 


« Napier” then at anchor in the port of i . OF 
was a ated to ae oak on board and her crew, on the 24th Ortober, 1864. 
an 


ffence the police rules 
and regulations respecting navigation, concerning w this tribunal for slave weless tinea anges a, whe 


said craft was not. intended to be employed in the Slave Trade, but was coming by order of the, Board from 
Equimina to Benguella, with ob; belonging to the estate of the late Ignacio Teixeira Xavier, which is under 
the administration of that ; and considering that the captor in his sworn declaration said, that from the 
small dimensions of the boat she could not make a vo' across the sea, and that it did not appear to him that she 
was employed on this occasion in assisting the Slave Trade, in which opinion the second deponent, an officer of the 
said schooner, agreed—they adjudge fcr this reason, and from other circumstances shown in the proceedings, the 
said boat a bad prize ; but without any right to indemnity for loss or damage, there having been sufficient motive 
for the detention, in consequence of the said absence of and papers. And considering the above-mentioned 
boat was navigating without the owner, José Manoel Ribeiro, showing that he had complied with the rules laid 
down in the Portarias of the Provincial Government of the 2nd June, 1846, the 22nd June, 1848, the Portaria of 
the General Government of the 19th April, 1806, they decide that the boat with her and crew be placed at 
the disposal of the Governor-General of the Province, for the purposes that he may think necessary, seeing that 
this tri is not competent to compel the observance and execution of the above-mentioned regulations, and 
others relative to navigation and its police. 
Loanda, February 4, 1865. 
(Signed) FIGUEIREDO. 
F. ANTAS. 





J. GUEDES. 
No. 91. 
- Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received April 6.) 
o. 6.) 
{ty Lord, Loanda, February 16, 1865. 


1 HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that Senhor Bernardo Soares 
Vieira da Motta, whose appointment as Portuguese Arbitrator in the Mixed 
Commission was communicated to me in your Lordship’s despatch No. 11 of the 
16th July last, has left this city for Lisbon on leave of absence. 

In consequence of the vacancy of the Portuguese Commissionership, and the 
absence of the Arbitrator, the Governor-General has again assumed the duties of 
the Portuguese Commissioner. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





No. 92. 


a Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received April 6.) 
(No. 7.) 
My Lord, Loanda, February 21, 1865. 

{| HAVE the honour to transmit the joint Report which has been prepared by 
my Portuguese colleague and myself for transmission to our respective Governments 
as required by Article XI, Annex B of the Treaty between Great Britain and 
Portugal for the suppression of the Slave Trade. ‘i a 

ave, &e. 


(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





Inclosure in No. 92. 


Report of the Mixed Commission for the year 1864. 


THE Members of the British and Portuguese Mixed: Commission established im the city of Loanda, in 
accordance with the requirements of the XIth Article, Annex B of the Slave Trade Treaty between Great Britain 
and Portugal, have the honour to rt :— . 

That the only case brought before them for adjudication during the course of the year 1864, was that of the 
schooner“ Congo.” That vessel was detained by Lieutenant-Commander Foot of Her Britannic Majesty's ship “Lee, 
on the 23rd April, 1864, near Mangue Grande, on —— of being en; in the Slave Trade: the principal 
grounds of detention alleged by the captor being that she was navigating w thout papers; that she was laden with 
a cargo that might be easily dis of to provide the means of purchasing slaves, or be bartered for them ; that 
she had an American ensign on had also a larger quantity of provisions than was necessary for the use of 
the crew; that she had twelve Whcks o& board expeoviaed passports, that she sailed from the notorious slave- 
trading place Porto da Lenha. 
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State of the Libertos. 

The Board of Superintendence has received no complaints from the libertos of ill-usage, and the Curator 
reports favourably of their treatment by their employers. 

The libertos are employed in domestic service and agriculture ; ae penariet can therefore be said to have been 
made in their mechani jucation. With respect to their religious education, although they were baptized when 
they received their letters of freedom, there can be but little doubt that they are still practically heathens. The 
Curator states that some employers desire them on Sundays to go to mass, but it may be considered as certain 
that they never do so. The of Superintendence has great difficulty in finding persons to rome the services 
of the libertos, although they are granted gratis. The majority of those allotted to private individuals were in a 
short time sent back, their further services having been declined. They are now generally employed on public 
works by the Provincial Government and the Municipal Chamber. 


Loanda, February 21, 1865, 
(Signed) JOSE BAPTISTA D'ANDRADE, W. VREDENBURG. 
Governor-General. 





No. 93. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, No. 5, April 24, 1865. 
[Slave Trade information.] 





No. 94. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 6, May 10, 1865. 
(Connivance of Loanda Authorities at Siave Trade.} 





No. 95. 


(No. 10, Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received August 3.) 
My Lord, Loanda, June 2, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowl the receipt of Mr. Layard’s despatch 
No, 2 of the 22nd of March, relative to the prosecution instituted against Senhor 
Almeida e Figueiredo by the Saar. ew Government. | received at the same time 
a despatch from Sir A. Magenis, informing me that he had laid a statement of the 
facts before the Duke de Loulé, who had promised to speak to the Minister of 
vn Bie Agsive Magonis segewwed » bore ties Seobor Alm 

r ur Magenis a that r Almeida might continue to 

hold the office of Secretary of the Mixed Commission. Such, ‘tbe I fear cannot 
be the case, as there exists a Decree com forca de lei, which confers that appoint- 
ment on the holding the office of Secretary of the Tribunal de RelacSo, 

Senhor Almeida is still in prison, having appealed to the Courts in Lisbon on 
the ground that he would not have a fair here. He has, I think, in that 
respect acted injudiciously. He has confessed his guilt, has solicited pardon, and 
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No. 94. 


Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 

(No. 6.) 

ir, Foreign Office, May 10, 1865. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, and for any observations 

ou may have to offer thereupon, copies of a despatch and its inclosures from Her 

ajesty’s Minister at Lisbon,* containing the reply of the Portuguese Government 
to the representations which Sir A. Magenis has been instructed to make to the 
Government of His Most Faithful Majesty relative to the export of slaves under the 
plea of their being libertos, from Loanda to the Island of San Thomé, and respecting 
the connivance of certain Portuguese authorities at the Slave Trade carried on from 
the Portuguese possessions to the southward of Loanda. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 


* Class B, No. 206. 
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is now repaying by instalments the amount of which he defrauded the Government; 
his conviction is therefore certain, and I am at a loss to understand what he could 
hope to gain by delaying the proceedings, particularly as the Portuguese Minister, in 
_ answer to his petition, stated that it could not be taken into consideration until 
after the judgment. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





No. 96. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received September 25.) 
(No. 13.) 
My Lord, Loanda, June 30, 1865. 
I HAVE the honour to report that no case has been brought for adjudication 


before the Court of Mixed Commission established in this city during the half-year 
ending this day. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 
No. 97. 
a Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—Received September 25.) 
UNO, 14. 
My Lord, Loanda, July 7, 1865. 


ON the death of Senhor Guilherme da Silva Correa, the notorious slave-trader 
of Ambrizette, the administration of his affairs fell into the hands of the Junta de 
Fazenda in this city. That Board, at the instance of the executors and others 
interested, memorialized the Governor-General, and requested that the slaves 
forming a portion of the estate, amounting, I am told, to two or three hundred, might 
be brought to this city. His Excellency granted permission to bring down ten, a 
launch was sent for them, and they were duly landed here. The circumstances was 
brought to my knowledge, but as I had but little doubt that I should obtain the 
liberty of all such as might be introduced, I waited to see if any more arrived, and 
took no immediate steps in the matter; but after the lapse of a not inconsiderable 
time, finding that no others came, | called on the Governor-General and represented 
to him that as the slaves had been brought into the province in contravention of the 
Decree of the 10th December, 1836, and the orders of the Portuguese Government 
prohibiting the introduction of slaves by sea, 1 considered that he was bound to give 
them their liberty. 

His Excellency replied that he had Ble permission to bring them here as 
libertos and not as slaves ; that if they had remained at Ambrizette and Macula, they 
would inevitably have been shipped to Cuba, as they had been collected by Senhor 
Guilherme with that object. He added that he had granted a “guia” to bring 
down ten, and had intended to permit more to be brought, but on reconsideration 
he had thought that an improper use might be made of the “guia,” he had 
consequently withdrawn and cancelled it. 

I pointed out to his Excellency that as they could not be registered as libertos 
until their arrival here, they were ph ph slaves when they arrived, and although the 
motives which had actuated him might have been of the best, the slaves were 
entitled to the benefit of the error in judgment which he had inadvertently committed. 

His Excellency then called his Secretary and desired him to bring all the 
Decrees and despatches bearing on the question. Among them was a despatch from 
the Portuguese Minister of Marine, dated the 29th December, 1860. It was in 
answer to a confidential despatch of the Governor-General at that period, who had 
submitted sundry questions relative to the abolition of slavery in the district of 
Ambriz. 

Among other matters the Portuguese Minister stated that all slaves who had 
not been registered in conformity with the Decree of the 14th December, 1854, or 
who had not been brought into the district after that date were absolutely free ; 
and in answer to another query, he said that the River Congo was to be considered 
the northern boundary of the district of Ambriz. That decision, as your neem 

Crags A. 
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will observe, completely cut the ground from under the feet of the Governor- 
General; it required no argument to prove to his Excellericy that as the blacks had 
come from a place within the limits mentioned they were absolutely free, and 
according to law always had been so. His Excellency made no attempt to shirk or 
fence the question. He pies aly said that the matter appeared very clear, but 
requested a day or two to consider how he should act. 1 then suggested that an 
attempt should be made to bring the remainder of the blacks down to this place, 
but his Excellency said that he feared that that could not be accomplished. A few 
days after his Excellency told me that he had submitted the question to the 
Procurador Regio for his opinion, and that that functionary had decided that the 
blacks were free; he had consequently given an order for their liberation, but before 
doing so he had offered the persons in whose charge the remaining blacks were, to 
send for them, but that they had become suspicious and had declined his offer. I 
then proposed to his Excellency to send the corvette “Infante Dom Jofio” to 
Ambrizette to seek for them and set them at liberty ; to this his Excellency answered 
that it had been long known that Senhor Guilherme had collected in the neighbour- 
hood of that place a number of slaves for shipment, that Captain Garcio in the 
“Sa da Bandeira” had twice been there for the purpose of discovering them, that 
the Commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers had also tried to find them, but that they 
were so well concealed in the bush, that all their efforts had been useless, and that 
he had but little doubt that as soon as the “ Dom Joio” appeared they would be 
hurried away and dispersed. 

His Excellency, however, added that he would desire Captain Viegas d’O, 
the Commander of the ‘‘ Dom Joao,” to go to Ambrizette to try and ascertain some- 
thing about them. 

The Governor-General committed an undoubted irregularity in sanctioning the 
importation by sea of ten blacks in the capacity of libertos, although his intention 
in so doing was to save them from a worse fate, but the alacrity with which he 
acknowledged the mistake he had made and applied a remedy is consistent with his 
frank and honest character, and will, 1 trust, receive your Lordship’s favourable 
consideration. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





No. 98. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—( Received October 10.) 
(No. 15.) 
My Lord, Loando, August 8, 1865. 

THE Portuguese corvette, the ‘‘ Infante Dom Joao,” left this port yesterday for 
the purpose, as ] have heen informed, of enforcing the delivery by the inhabitants 
of Cabinda of two Brazilian residents at that place, who, it is asserted, instigated 
the natives to destroy a small craft belonging to a Portuguese subject. 

I do not suppose there is any present intention to occupy or take permanent 
possession of Cabinda, but as it was in the pretext that the natives had used 
violence and done wrong to Portuguese subjects, that Ambriz was attacked, and 
annexed to the Crown of Portu alt thought it advisable as a matter of precau- 
tion to send a despatch (of which I have the honour to inclose a copy) to the Senior 
Officer of this division of the squadron, making him ucquainted with the purpose of 
the expedition on which the “ Infante Dom Joao ” had sailed, and suggesting that he 
should use all peaceable means to prevent a permanent occupation of Cabinda, 
should the Portuguese authorities attempt to ey ES such intention into effect. 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





Inelosure in No. 98. 


: Her Majesty's Commissioner to Captain Marten. 
Sir, Loanda, August 8, 1865. 
THE Portuguese corvette, “Infante Dom Joiio,” left this port yesterday, bound to Cabinda, for the 
purpose, tf have been informed, of securing the persons of two Brazilian residents at that place, who, it 
is said, incited or encouraged the natives to destroy a Portuguese vessel. 
I do not think that it can be the intention of. the authorities here to disturb the arrangement entered 
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into by the British and Portuguese Governments, by which it was agreed that the question of Soverei 
to that territory should be left in abeyance; but, it must be remembered, that Tse on the cist 
punishing the natives of Ambriz for the alleged ill-treatment of Portuguese subjects that the place was 
occupied and annexed to the Po: Crown. 
ou are, doubtless, aware Her Majesty's Government have hitherto refused to recognize or 

acknowledge the claims of Po to the country to the northward of Ambriz, and have steadily 
maintained the rights of unrestri intercourse within that territory. 

You will, I have no doubt, think it necessary under the circumstances to cause the proceedings of 
the “Infante Dom Jo&io” to be strictly watched, and to prevent by peaceable means, if possible, the 
permanent occupation of Cabinda or any portion of the coast to the northward of Ambriz. 





T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG 
No. 9y. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell._—(Received October 19.) 
(No. 17.) 
My Lord, Loanda, August 8, 1865. 


1 HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that I received information from 
Mr. Hewett, that two American whaling ships were at present on the coast with the 
object of embarking at a point between Ambrizette and Mangue Grande 800 slaves, 
among whom were those that had been collected by the late Senhor Guilherme, of 
Ambrizette. One of the vessels had, it appears, already communicated with 
Messrs. Netto and Rangel, the persons who were to superintend the shipment. 

As |] thought it desirable that this information should be communicated to the 
commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers with as little delay as possible, [ sent the 
boat placed at my disposal by Her Majesty’s Government with a despatch (of which 
I have the honour to inclose a copy) addressed to those officers, and containing the 
intelligence which I had received. 

1 hope to have your Lordship’s sanction for the payment of the wages of the 
five men composing the crew of the boat, which will not exceed 5/. or 61., if they 
are brought back to this port at the beginning of next month in one of Her 
Majesty’s ships, as I expect they will be. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





Inclosure in No. 99. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to the Senior Officer of the South Division. 


Sir, Loanda, August 14, 1865. 

INFORMATION has reached me from a source, which I believe to be worthy of credit, that two 
American whaling-ships are now on the coast with the object of shipping 800 negroes, among whom are 
those who were assembled by the late Senhor Guilherme, at Ambrizette and its vicinity, for slave-trading 

urposes. 

"a information is to the effect that one of the vessels has already held communication with the 
persons on shore who are to superintend the shipment, and whose names are Rangel and Netto. 

Kinso or Kinson, between Ambrizette and Mangue Grande, being the place whence the shipment will 
be attem: 4 

With the hope that the information will reach you in time to sécure the capture of both of these 


slavers, I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 


P.S.—The officer into whose hands this despatch may fall is requested to take my boat and the 
crew ou board his vessel, and send them back by the first of Her Majesty's ships visiting this port. ge 





No. 100. 


+ Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received October 19.) 

No. 18. 

My Lord, Loanda, August 25, 1865. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 17 of the 18th instant, it is with regret 

that I have to inform your fexteip that I have learnt, from a source which leaves 

no doubt on my mind, that on or about the 10th of this month, a Spanish vessel 

embarked a cargo of slaves between Ambrizette and Mangue Grande. 
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The slaves in question were collected by Senhor Guilherme, of Ambrizette; 
their presence was known, and the place has been most strictly and carefully 
watched by Her Majesty’s cruizers ; it became necessary to withdraw one of them 
for the purpose of bringing the mails from Fernando Po; and it was probably 
during the changes of station consequent on that withdrawal that the shipment 
took Saag 

The squadron on this part of the coast is numerically very weak, and the 
movements of Her Majesty's ships are carefully noted by the slave-traders, and it is 
next to impossible to prevent their knowing when one of them is detached for the 
purpose of bringing the mails. 

To avoid advantage being taken of their absence, it is much to be desired that, 
on the termination of the present contract, arrangements should be made with the 
African Steam Company to send their vessels with the mails to this port. 

I heard from the same person from whom I obtained the intelligence, which I 
have had the honour of submitting to your Lordship, that in the early part of this 
month an American whaling-ship touched at Ambrizette, but [ have no information 
beyond that reported in my despatch above referred to, by which I can learn the 
object of her visit to that place. 

I have, &e. 


(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 
ne 
No. 101. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received October 23.) 
(No. 16.) 
My Lord, Lounda, August 17, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 6 of the 10th May, transmitting copies of a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Lisbon, and its inclosures, containing the reply of the Portuguese 
Government to the representations that Sir Arthur Magenis had made relative to 
the export of slaves under the plea of their being libertos to the Island of St. Thomé, 
and respecting the connivance of certain Portuguese authorities at the Slave ‘Trade 
carried on from the Portuguese possessions to the southward of this port. 

In obedience to your Lordship’s instructions, I have the honour to submit the 
following observations on the points mentioned in the despatch of the Duke de 
Loulé 

With respect to the question of the export of libertos to St. Thomé, as I had 
previously, on more than one occasion, mentioned to your Lordship the conditions 
on which his Excellency the Governor-General granted passports for that island, 
and as no change had been made in the system, I considered the question as entirely 
in the hands of Her Majesty's Government, and limited myself in my Report to the 
observation “ that the Governor-General had scrupulously adhered to his resolution 
of not granting passports to slaves ;” but since that Report was penned, the trade 
in libertos has assumed such vast proportions as to call for the serious attention of 
your Lordship and the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty ; persons of all 
classes have purchased vessels which are solely employed in the transport of 
libertos. 

[ have no means of knowing, with certainty, the number that have been sent to 
the island during the present year, but they must amount to many hundreds; and 
that their expatriation is compulsory is proved by the fact that, when | had 
occasion to direct the Governor-General's attention to the circumstance that a man 
had been conveyed bound on board a vessel, his Excellency replied that such a 
proceeding was wrong, and that he would cause inquiries to be made, and would 
prohibit such a mode of proceeding ; but he at the same time added that very few 
would go if they were not compelled to do so. 

Slaves are brought in large numbers for the sole purpose of sending them to 
St. Thomé, where their services as libertos are sold at a large profit, and the 
ordinary menace of a master who is dissatisfied with the slave is that he will send 
him to that place, ana that threat is not rarely made a reality, with, 1 admit, the 
preliminary step being taken of registering the slave as a liberto. 

On another occasion when conversing with the Governor-General on the subject, I 
mentioned that there were certainly not more than four Portuguese settlers removing 
definitely in any one year to the Island of St. Thomé. His Excellency answered that 
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there were not so many. That I well knew; but I said that for the purpose of my 
argument we would take that number—they would be entitled under the Treaty to 
take with them an aggregate number of forty slaves. I then pointed out that by the 
system his Excellency had i many hundreds were sent under the name of 
libertos; that during the period of ten years that they had to serve in that capacity they 
were in all respects in the position of slaves, and that consequently many hundreds 
instead of two score were every year forcibly removed from the Continent and sent 
to St. Thomé, and then placed in a condition of forced servitude, and that as it 
must be evident to everyone who read the signs of the times, and considered the 
opinions of many of the leading statesmen of Portugal that slavery would be 
abolished in the Portuguese territory before the expiration of ten years, the libertos 
who were sent to the island would suffer the pangs of separation from friends, 
family, and country without experiencing any benefit from the status of slave being 
changed into that of liberto. The Governor-General is too honourable a man to 
adopt the mendacious subterfuge of his predecessor, and Uesignate them free blacks 
voluntarily emigrating—he permits none to embark who have not been previously 
registered as libertos, but it is no less the fact that the emigration is forced and not 
spontaneous, and that there is no difference between the actual position of the 
liberto and that of the slave. 

In his recapitulation of my observations, the Duke de Loulé states, secondly, 
“That the same Governor entertaining suspicions that two men who had obtained 
yassports as freedmen were slaves, had directed the necessary inquiries to be made, 

ce.’ There is in this statement a not unimportant discrepancy which I take the 
liberty of rectifying. I did not say that two men had obtained passports, but that 
passports had been obtained for them; the men believed themselves to be slaves, the 
person who was taking them to St. Thomé had neglected to register them as such, 
they were consequently by action of law free, but I am at a loss to understand why 
he was not prosecuted for the more serious crime of attempting to kidnap two free 
men and reduce them to slavery. 

I will now proceed to my review of the answers of the Duke de Loulé to the 
statements in my report. I have already remarked on the first and second which 
relate to the shipment of libertos to St. Thomé. The third calls for no observation 
on my part; to the fourth I will only reply, that the number of slave vessels 
captured by Her Majesty’s cruizers prove that it is not so difficult as his Excellency 
supposes to prevent the shipment of slaves from that part of the African coast 
which is not subject to the Portuguese dominion ; but on the other hand if, as he 
wishes to convey, it can be prevented from that part which is so subject, what 
excuse or explanation can the Portuguese Government offer for the many shipments 
which took place on the coast of Benguela during the administration of that 
district by Senhor Gamitto? The fifth answer of Duke de Loulé merely remarks 
on the good services which I have acknowledged that the Governor-General has 
wished to render for the suppression of the Slave Trade, and which I have no doubt 
he would have accomplished had he not been thwarted by his subordinates, 

To the sixth answer I must demur altogether. It is, if I am at liberty to say so, 
a mere begging of the question. I have not found any direct denial that during a 
period of eighteen months a considerable Slave ‘Trade was carried on from the 
district of Benguela, nor could any such denial be given. The Governor of 
Mossamedes stated to Commander Perry most positively that such was the case, 
to me he said that what he told Commander Peery was the truth; every person 
with whom | spoke when [ visited the south admitted the fact, the Governor- 
General I am satisfied feels no doubt whatever on the subject, and the matter was 
spoken of generally and openly in this city without any attempt at concealment, 
it is, therefore, assuming far too much to say that because the chief naval and 
military authorities are praised and held in good repute, that the orders of the 
Portuguese Government for the effectual prevention of the exportation of slaves are 
carried into execution. My charge is that the subordinate authorities are venal 
and corrupt, and have connived at the Slave Trade. The answer to that charge is 
to the effect that such cannot be the case, because the superior authorities are 
faithful and honest, and the grounds on which that statement is made will be found 
in the summary of the Duke de Loulé’s despatch; they are that the Governor- 
General “ would not allow any functionaries to continue to serve in the province 
under his charge who should disobey him.” Will the Portuguese Government 
venture to say that the subordinate authorities (Chefes and Governors) on the coast 
are more upright and honourable than those in the interior? They are generally 
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taken from the same class, subalterns in the army. Is it not a fact known to them 
from official sources (from the “ Boletim Official” of this province if from no other) 
that very many of these military Chefes and Governors have been suspended and tried 
by a military tribunal for arbitrary and illegal exactions and extortions committed 
to the prejudice of the negroes in the districts that they were sent to govern, and 
do they not equally well know that in scarcely any case has a conviction ensued, 
because they are tried by men of their own class, “ who do not know how soon they 
may be called upon to defend” (the words are not mine, but those of a person in 
high position here). The following cases will give your Lordship an idea of the 
treatment the natives of the interior receive from their Governors: One of these 
compelled a number of free blacks to labour for him; he gave them no wages 
whatever, but allowed them a few hours on Saturday to work for themselves. 
Another bought a negro woman, she ran away, he then addressed himself with 
threats to her relations, who to appease him offered two others to replace her, he 
insisted on having four, who were given to him; eventually the slave whom he had 
first purchased returned, and he kept the five. And I have latterly heard of another 
Governor who took 100 head of cattle from the natives and sold them on his own 
account. The above I believe to be far from the worst cases. 

I will now give your Lordship a specimen of the mode in which justice is 
administered. A very great offender was suspended by the Governor-General, and 
put on his trial. The depositions were taken before a very ignorant black man, 
who filled some judicial office in the district where the offence was committed. ‘The 
evidence appeared, however, to have been very fairly taken, and was duly sent down 
to the tribunal that was to try the case in this city; the proceedings were quashed 
because the Judge had omitted to put the words “in the year of our Lord Jesus 
Christ” at the head of the Record. A new Judge was appointed, and he was 
furnished with proper forms for drawing up the depositions. As the place is far in 
the interior, many months elapsed before the papers arrived the second time. The 
tribunals again quashed the proceedings because the Judge omitted to state that he 
had been sworn, 

The Governor-General in disgust then sent the whole of the papers to Lisbon, 
under a conviction that the culprit would never be convicted here. 

If his Excellency has been unable to obtain the conviction of offenders 2 pee 
whom the clearest proofs existed, it would be worse than useless to suspend and 
put on their trial the officials on the coast, against whom at present those proofs are 
certainly wanting, but to obtain these proofs I beg to offer the following sugges- 
tion :— 

It is within my knowledge that before the Governor-General sent the Judge 
Figuciredo to make his investigations in Benguela, he proposed to Colonel Costa 
Leal, the Governor of Mossamedes, to undertake the duty (the proposal was made 
unofficially) and as the task was of an invidious and unpleasant nature, Senhor 
Costa Leal declined on the score of ill-health. My suggestion is that he should 
receive an order from his Government to pursue these inquiries, and as it is most 
certain that information will not be volunteered, but on the contrary will be withheld 
from him, he should, I think, be furnished with funds with which to purchase it. 
I feel tolerably certain that Colonel Costa Leal will succeed in obtaining the proofs 
that have hitherto baffled us. 

The Governor-General has honoured me with marks of his friendship and 
confidence of the most gratifying and flattering description. It is from him I have 
obtained in friendly and confidential conversation the majority of the facts on which 
my opinions and statements have been founded, but the circumstances under which 
they came to my knowledge prevent my stating officially the source whence they 
were obtained. 

His Excellency has repeatedly requested that he might be released from his 
office, and has determined on leaving for Europe next month, without waiting for 
the appointment of his successor, and one of the principal motives for his resigning 
is the impossibility of finding trustworthy subortsinnies, He is of a most sensitive 
nature, and every act of misconduct committed by persons appointed by him, he 
considers as compromising to his honour and character. So far as my knowledge 
extends the slave trade has ceased in Benguela since the appointment of the present 
Governor, but that it will become permanently extinct I cannot venture to hope, 
unless the Portuguese Government will give their officials sufficient remuneration 
to obtain the means of existence. The payment of the pittance to which they are 
entitled is at present from five to fifteen months in arrears, and as it is a mere 
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truism to say, that no one comes to the coast of Africa who has the means of living 
elsewhere, eee Lordship will see how difficult it is for these needy young men, who 
are generally married, to resist a bribe which will furnish them with the necessaries 
for the support of their wives and families. 

The ey of this colony are too heavy for the resources of Portugal; the 
debt is rapidly increasing, and the payments falling more into arrear. 

The Chief of Police says most positively that an insurrection of the blacks is 
imminent. I cannot, I confess, discover on what grounds he has arrived at that 
opinion, but should it prove correct we must be prepared for a frightful cataclysm, 
for an officer high in command said in my presence, that the troops, who are composed 
of the worst class of thieves and murderers here, so dissatisfied at not receiving their 
pay, that he doubted whether they could be trusted. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





No. 102. 
Ear! Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 23, 1865. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 17 of the 18th of August last, and I have 
to convey to you my x csoun of the steps you took to acquaint the officers of Her 
Majesty’s cruizers of the presence off Ambrizette of two American whalers, awaiting 
opportunities for shipping slaves; and I hereby authorize you to draw a bill at the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, not exceeding the sum of 61., in 
payment of the wages of the five men comprising the crew of the boat which conveyed 
the information in question. 

m, &c. 


I am, 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 103. 
Farl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 
(No. 12.) 
Sir 


A Foreign Office, October 23, 1865. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 15 of the 8th of Angust last, reporting 
that the Portuguese Corvette “Infante Dom Jofo” had been dispatched from 
Loanda to Cabinda on the 7th of August to obtain redress for the destruction of a 
small vessel belonging to a Portuguese subject, and I approve your having informed 
the senior naval officer of Her Majesty's cruizers on the coast of this a 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 





No. 104. 


Her Mujesty’s Commisssoner to Earl Russell.—(Received December 2.) 
No. 19.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 28, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that proceedings have been 
instituted before the Mixed Commission Court established in this yee against the 
Portuguese brig “ Maria,’ detained on the 5th instant by Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Ranger,” in the vicinity of the River Congo, on suspicion of being engaged in the 
Slave Trade. 

The Governor-General has hitherto sat as Portuguese Commissioner, but as his 
Excellency will on the 2nd proximo leave the province, he announced yesterday that 
he intended on Saturday the 30th to relinquish the Government, and that his time 
would be so fully occupied until then that he would be unable to attend again. It 
will be my duty on the termination of this case, to direct your Lordship’s attention 
to the absence of Commissioners on the part of the Portuguese Government and the 
complete wait of organization since my arrival here two years and a-half ago, In 
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this case the defects will be seriously felt and may create some difficulties. The 
Governor-General, as I have stated, will sail on Monday the 2nd. The President of 
the Concelho do Governo, who is Senior Judge, will then have to act as Commis- 
sioner. Onthe 5th a new Governor-General is expected. Should he arrive he will have 
to assume the duties of Commissioner, and the person who in the interval had acted 
as Commissioner will, if it becomes necessary, be called upon to act as Arbitrator. 
To avoid the anomaly of one and the same person acting in a double capacity, it is 
my intention to propose that the —— may be allowed to remain in abeyance 
until the arrival from Lisbon of the next steamer 43 on ~ 5th proximo. 
ave, &c, 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





No. 105. 


< Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received December 2.) 

(No. 20.) 

My Lord, Loanda, September 28, 1865. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 15 of the 8th of August, I have the honour 

to acquaint your Lordship that 1 have received a communication from Captain 

Marten, the senior officer of this division of the squadron, in which he informs me 

that he was present at Cabinda when the Portuguese corvette ‘“ Infante D. Joio” was 

there, and that he “ had no reason to suppose that the Portuguese Government have 

any intention at the present moment of occupying permanently or annexing to the 

Portuguese Crown the Cabinda country.” 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 
No. 106. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received December 2.) 
(No. 23.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 6, 1865. 


BY the steamer “ Lincolnshire ” that arrived at this port from Mossamedes on 
the 27th of last month, there came a seaman who stated that he had deserted from 
an American ship at the former place, because he had been engaged in shipping a 
cargo of slaves. He presented himself to the United States Commercial Agent, and 
1 was under the impression that he was an American citizen. Yesterday, however, 
he appeared before me, and informed me that he was a native of Liverpool, and 
made the declaration which I have now the honour to inclose. It appears, according 
to his statement, that he embarked at St. Helena on board the American barque 
‘Governor Carver,” under the impression that she was engaged on a whaling 
voyage. but that instead of attempting the cap‘ure of many whales that were seen 
on the voyage, she proceeded to Mossamedes, and took on board during the night of 
her arrival a number of slaves. 

I have carefully examined Baxter as to the facts related by him, and as he 
insists in a most determined manner that they are true, [ have resolved upon 
sending him home as a distressed British seamen in the brig ‘“ Elizabeth” of 
Falmouth, by which vessel I also forward this despatch, and I shall put under 
his charge a despatch which he has undertaken to deliver himself at the Foreign 
Office ; your Lordship wlll thus have an opportunity of causing a more searching 
inquiry to be made into the truth of his statement. 

As the “‘ Elizabeth ” will touch at Penzance or Falmouth for the purpose of 
receiving orders, and will probably thence proceed to London, | have desired the 
captain to take all the measures in his power to prevent Baxter leaving the vessel 
until her arrival in London. 

Notwithstanding the circumstantial nature of the declaration, 1 have, I confess, 
considerable doubi of its truth ; there are but few slaves in the district of Mossa- 
medes, and it is scarcely credible that a shipment of slaves could be effected so near 
the chief town of the district of which Senhor Costa Leal is Governor. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENDURG. 
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. Inclosure in No. 106. 
“Declepetion of Edward Bazter. 


pe Rade BAXTER, a nativé of Liverpool, being 25 years of age, do solemnly declare and state 
an — sme 

Towards the end of July I shipped at St. Helena on board the barque “Governor Carver,” belonging 
to West Port, United States of America, of which vessel Charles Mason, a native of Nantucket, is master. 
The first at which the ship touched after léaving St. Helena was Little Fish Bay. She arrived there 
on @ Friday afternoon, about three weeks “0. At about 12 o'clock that night four boats, in one of 
which I was employed, were sent on shore to the north point of the Bay and there embarked seventy-five 
blacks, whom they conveyed on board. The boats were then sent a second time to the same place, and 
as I was afraid of what they wete doing I ran away in the dark, as I shi to go on a whaling 
voyage, and not to run slaves. I cannot say what number of blacks they took the second time. The 
ship was fitted out like a whaler, but when we were three days out from St. Helena I saw sperm whales 
all round the ship, and I said to the second mate “ How is it we are not lowering after those whales? 
“Oh,” said he, “we are not after those kind of whales.” I then asked him what kind of whales we were 
after, he answered, ‘‘ We are after two or three hundred black birds if we can catch them. Then the fourth 
day they lifted out tne boilers—the Americans call them tripods—and there was a kind of bulkhead; 
they knocked the bulkhead away, and I saw an iron rod nailed down to the deck with feet-cuffs—a sort of 
hand-cnffs worn on the feet. en the captain said, “ Boatswain, do you know what those things are for P— 
there is where we shall ~_ the first seventy niggers we get ;”’ and it was there that they put the seventy-five 
they brought on board that Friday night. After leaving the boat I remained all night in the mountain; the 
barque went away the following morning, steering towards the north; I then went down into the town and 
saw the captain of the steamer “ Lincolnshire,” whom I asked to give me a passage to Loanda ; he told me to 
help to get the bullocks on board and then to go on board myself. I did go and arrived at this port on the 
27th September. 


(Signed) EDWARD BAXTER, his }4 mark. 
Thus solemnly declared and stated before me at the British Consulate, Loanda, this 6th day of October, 
1865. : 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG, Consul. 
This is to certify that the above-named Edward Baxter, being an illiterate person, the foregoing statement 


was carefully read over to him ; he appeared perfectly to understand the same and affixed his mark thereto in 
my presence. 





(Signed) W. VREDENBURG, Consul. 
No. 107. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received December 2.) 
(No. 25.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 7, 1865. 


1 HAVE the honour to transmit, in obedience to your Lordship’s instructions, 
my Report on the state of the Slave Trade during the year ended the 30th of last 
month. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





Inclosure in No. 107. 


Reeport for the year ending September 30, 1865. 


the hostility and active opposition of the Captain-General of Cuba, and the want of funds pyr apes thereon, 
have prevented any extensive attempts at slave-trading. The most notable occurrence was ap 


the machinery of the steamer that was employed by the Portuguese Government to bring out the mails, 
compelled ber to go to Fernando Po for renglie the consequence was a delay of a ene receipt of the 


demned 
State. Against that sentence he has appealed to the “Tribunal da Relacto,” but I must confess my 
i j of that Court. in ious cases of a like nature will scarcely justify m: 
expressing & thet the sentence will be confirmed ‘The only euocessfal ‘shipment of slaves of which 
Laos aay Loner the 10th of this month in the neighbourhood of Mangue Grande, a 
Spanish vessel ran in during the night and took off a number of slaves amounting it is said to five or six 


Tt had been long known to the captains of Her Majesty’s ships that a considerable number of slaves 
were collected in that district. The place had been for many ths 
perfectly i ible how an embarkation was 
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stations consequent on the withdrawal of a vessel for the purpose of bringing down the mails from Fernando 
Po. Iam not aware that any other slave ships have appeared on this part of the coast, and I have conse- 
quently no captures by any of the cruizers to report. 

It is with much satisfaction that I am able to report that since the soyemere in November of last year 
of Major Gamitto, the late Governor of Benguela, I have not heard, nor do I think that any embarkation of 
slaves has taken place in that district. I received a most favourable account of the character of the present Gover- 
nor, Senhor Joao Antonio das Neves Fereira, when he received the appointment, and that character he appears 
to have merited. If the Governor of districts conscientiously determine to put an end to slave-trading, they 
have it in their power to do so, as no embarkation of slaves can take place without their receiving previous 
notice of the intention, or the circumstance coming to their knowledge after the event has occurred. 

It is with great regret that I have to report the formidable proportions that the trade in libertos to 
St. Thomé has assumed. No vessel leaves this port for that island without conveying ten of them, and the 
business is not confined to the mercantile class and the owners of vessels trading to that place, but ships 
have been purchased by persons in no way connected with trade, and are used specifically for that purpose. 
The Governor-General would allow no libertos to leave this city who were not accompanied by a person 
designated a colonist, but I have learned that a certain number of individuals are engaged to assume the 
character of “ colonist,” for which they are paid, and are constantly making voyages to and fro, accompanied 
on each occasion by ten blacks. If the arrangement limiting the number of libertos to ten and requiring the 
presence of a colonist on board was made to meet the provisions of the Vth Article of the Treaty of 1842, 
respecting household slaves, it most certainly fails in its effect, for it would never be permitted under the 
Treaty that a settler removing definitively to St. Thomé should be constantly making voyages backwards and 
forwards, and conveying on each occasion ten household servants. Slaves have still twelve years forced 
service to perform unless previously freed, the libertos have to serve ten years. There is no other difference 
that I have been able to discover between the position of the liberto and that of the slave, they have to 
— the same duties and are subject to the same authority. They are, moreover, forcibly taken from 

ere against their wishes and consent, and are in every respect treated as slaves. A mere change of name 
cannot surely alter the character of the service, and the whole proceeding is simply the Slave Trade under a 
very flimsy disguise. It would be certainly to be regretted that a valuable and fertile island should remain 
a wilderness and a waste in default of hands to cultivate it, but it appears to me that the colonists there 
possess an easy method of obtaining the necessary amount of labour. There could be no objection I imagine 
to their offering their freedom to such slaves on the continent as would volunteer to go to the colony as free 
emigrants. 

It is obvious that as a preliminary step it would be necessary peremptorily to abolish slavery in the 
island, otherwise the emigrants would be confounded with the slaves already there, and be inevitably reduced 
to a state ofslavery. No great sacrifice would be needed, as the number of slaves now there must be exceed- 
ingly limited. The negroes that were sent to the colony during the administration of this Province by 
Senhor Calheiros were designated “ free blacks,” and those that were sent during the administration of the 
present Governor-General, Senhor Jose Baptista d’Andrade, were called “libertos.”” There could be no 
pretence therefore for calling them slaves, and demanding compensation for them in that character, neither 
would it be to the interest of the colonists to prefer any such claim if they obtained at a very moderate 
outlay as many hands as they could possibly require. Slaves (field hands) can now be purchased here for 
four our five pounds, and as it is perfectly understood that slavery in the Portuguese possessions will very 
shortly come to an end it is not probable that the price will be enhanced by the demand. It behoves the 
colonists to take immediate steps to obtain the labour they so much need ; “7 ae now do so, by offering 
their liberty to slaves on the condition of their emigrating. Should slavery be abolished, they assuredly will 
uot be able to compel them to emigrate as libertos, or under any other designation. 

The Portuguese corvette “Sa da Bandeira,” the ship of Commander Joao Baptista Gar¢io, Senior 
Officer of the Naval Division, left this port for Lisbon in the month of June, on being relieved by Com- 
mander Vieigas d’O, in the corvette “ Infante D. Joao.” Captain Vieigas assured me when I visited him on 
his arrival, that he considered the Slave Trade, apart from its inhumanity, most injurious to the interests of 
the Province, and assured me that he would spare no effort to put an end to it. He has since his arrival 
made a voyage to St. Thomé, but has not yet visited the coast to the southward. 

It is now many months since a ship of war of either nation has been stationed there, a circumstance in 


my opinion much to be regretted. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 
Loanda, September 30, 1865. 





No. 108. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.-—(Received December 2.) 
No. 26.) 
y Lord, Loanda, October 9, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that his Excellency Senhor 
José Baptista d’Andrade gave up the charge of the Government of the Province on 
the 30th ultimo, and left this city on the 2nd instant. 

The frank, honest, and truthful character of Senhor Andrade was such as to 
inspire sentiments of esteem, confidence, and respect in the minds of all who had 
relations with him, and it was with the greatest possible regret that I took my 
leave of him. 

The government of the Province, pending the arrival of Senhor Andrade’s 
successor, is under the administration of the Concelho do Governo, of which 
Senhor José Quiz Mendes Affonso, Judge of the Tribunal da Relacio, is President. 
One of the members of the Concelho is Senhor Francisco Rodriguez, a notorious 
slave-trader. 
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I shall therefore hold no communication with them on Slave Trade matters 
until the advent of the new Governor-General, of whose appointment intelligence 
has already reached this city, and whose arrival is expected very shortly. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





No. 109. 


a Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell_—(Received December 2.) 
(No. 27.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 10, 1865. 

I HAVE received information from Commander Grubbe that on the 6th 
instant Her Majesty’s ship ‘“ Jaseur,” under his command, captured a brigantine, 
name unknown, fully equipped for the Slave Trade. 

Captain Grubbe Sh gee to have ascertained that the brigantine had already 
held communication with Mangue Grande, and had she not been captured would in 
a few days have embarked at that place 500 or 600 slaves. It also appears that 
she cleared from Cadiz on or about the 18th July. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 


No. 110. 


™ Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—{ Received December 2.) 
(No. 28.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 18, 1865. 

WITH reference to oF despatch No. 23 of the 6th instant, | have the honour 
to inform your Lordship that the seaman, Edward Baxter, was removed from the 
brig ‘Elizabeth’ when she was on the point of sailing. The Chief of Police 
wrote to inform me that he was taken on the verbal requisition of the Chief of the 
Portuguese Naval Station for the purpose of being submitted to examination on a 
question of slave-trading. The Chief of the station on the other hand asserts that 
his departure was prevented because certain police regulations had not been 
complied with; on this latter point I will by next mail address a Consular despatch 
to your Lordship. 

Events which have occurred render it necessary to make to your Lordship a 
circumstantial statement of the facts as they occurred. Edward Baxter arrived in 
this city from Mossamedes in the steamer “ Lincolnshire” on the 27th ultimo, and 
considerable excitement was immediately created in consequence of his having 
informed Mr. Silva, the United States’ Commercial Agent, that a shipment of 
slaves had taken place in Mossamedes Bay (Little Fish Bay). The matter was a 
subject of general conversation, and Mr. Silva told me that he would send the man 
to me that | might hear the story from his own lips. I had no reason to suppose 
the man was otherwise than an American citizen, until he came to my office on the 
5th instant, and told me that he had been sent to me by Mr. Silva. I then asked 
him where he was born, and as he replied in Liverpool, | took down his statement, 
and desired him to call on the following morning, on which day the vessel was to 
have sailed, and sign it. I was entirely under the impression that Mr. Silva had 
sent him to me as a British subject, and intended to place him at my disposal; he 
at any rate at that time had not taken the man’s depositions, the Concelho do 
Governo had taken no steps, notwithstanding the notoriety of the circumstances, to 
obtain any information from him, and | thought that sending the man home 

your Lordship would cause him to be rigorously ee he and he would be easily 
ound if his presence in the United States became necessary. His departure was 

revented under the circumstances that I have had the honour of relating to your 
Lovdahie, and [ cannot say that I regret it, as the Provincial Government have at 
last entered into a minute and serious investigation of the facts, but this is due 
entirely to the circumstance of the two distressed British seamen having been 
improperly and forcibly removed from a vessel in which they were to be conveyed 
home by my orders, and to excuse and justify that irregularity, they now say that 
Baxter at any rate was wanted to elucidate certain facts connected with the 
crime of Slave Trade. The United States’ Commercial Agent was not ignorant of 
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my intention to send him to England as he was consignee of the vessel; he knew the 
man was on board and said he was glad of it as it would save him the bother of 
making out papers for a distressed seaman. He has since claimed Baxter as a 
ere from an American ship, a claim that I have neither the right nor the desire 
to dispute. 

In a former despatch I mentioned to your Lordship that I should avoid as 
much as possible all correspondence with the Concelho do Governo. My commu- 
nications on that subject are all, to a certain extent, of a confidential nature, and 
as Senhor Francisco Barboza Rodriguez is a member of the Concelho, I could 
scarcely venture to write on questions demanding confidence and secrecy. That 
individual was formerly one of the most notorious slave-traders in this city, and he 
was only two years ugo the consignee of the brigantine “ Venus,” a vessel released, 
it is true, by the Mixed Commission, but she was at the time undoubtedly a slaver, 
and was subsequently captured by Her Majesty’s ship “ Griffon,” fully equipped for 
the Slave Trade. 

I wrote, however, a confidential letter to Senhor Costa Leal, the Governor of 
Mossamedes, making him acquainted with the allegations of Baxter. 1, yesterday, 
received an answer from him, accompanied by certain documents, which prove 
without the shadow of a doubt, that the circumstances mentioned by Baxter are 
absolutely and entirely false. 1 stated that such was my opinion in my despatch 
above referred to. Senhor Costa Leal also informs me that he will institute further 
inquiries and send to me some more documents, copies of which and of those now in 
my possession I will have the honour of transmitting to your Lordship by the next 
opportunity. 

I have now the honour to inclose a certified copy of Baxter’s deposition, taken 
by the United States’ Commercial Agent. No such conversation as he mentions 
ever took place between us; the words were evidently suggested to him, as is shown 
by his stating that “the British Commissioner is also British Consul,” a fact of 
which he was entirely ignorant. 

Baxter has been sent to Mossamedes, where he will be confronted with the 
inhabitants, and have an opportunity of proving that his accusations ire true. 

I have, Xe. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





Inclosure in No. 110. 


Declaration of Edward Baxter. 


I, EDWARD BAXTER, a native of Liverpool, employed in the commerce of the United States during 
the past five years as an American seaman, do hereby solemnly declare and state as follows: 

About three years ago I left Boston, Massachusetts, United States of America, on board the American 
ship ‘ Eliza and Nell,” bound for San Francisco; arrived there, and shipped on board the American ship 
“ Live Yankee,” bound for Hong Kong and Foo-chow; on arrival there again entered said ship, bound back 
to San Francisco, and on said passage was captured by the Confederate privateer “ Alabama ;” was landed 
by said privateer at Bahia, when I shipped on board the American barque “ T. D,”” bound for San Francisco, 
at which port I shipped on board the American ship “ Flying Scud” to Shanghae, then from said port 
on board said vessel, bound for New York; touched at the Island of St. Helena, where, on account of a 
previous disagreement with the captain, I got my discharge. Here I shipped on board the American barque 
“Governor Carver,” of Westport, Rhode Island, United States of America, whereof Charles Mason was 
Master, and bound on a whaling cruize, for which purpose I shipped as Boatswain and boat-steerer. 

Three days after leaving St. Helena I saw several whales round the vessel, and inquired of the Second 
Mate, Why don’t we lower after those whales? He replied, We aint after these kind ct whales, I asked 
him what he meant. He replied, We are after black birds if we can catch them. Next morning, fourth from 
St. Helena, took out the boilers or tripods, under which was a bulkhead, which we then knocked away. 
Extending athwartships, along the upper deck, under the place where the tripots were, was three iron bars, 
each conta‘ning, I should think, about twenty shackles for the feet. Captain then ordered me to have said 
place cleaned, and remarked that he supposed I knew what these were for. I replied that I had a guess. 
That, said he, is where we put the first seventy-five mokes (meaning slaves). Cleaned place as ordered, and 
again replaced things as they were, putting back said bulkhead and tripots. 

About nine days out from St. Helena, stood off and on off Little Fish Bay for three days. Second day of 
said three days went on shore with two boats, about two sy north of fort in said bay ; obtained about forty 
barrels of water; towed them off. Fourth day, after sighting Little Fish Bay, and thirteenth from St. Helena, 
entered and dropped anchor in said bay, about two ship’s lengths from said fort, when the Captain went on 
shore. ‘Two Custom-house officers came on board, but seeing no cargo on board, left at about 9 o'clock, when 
the boats returned, leaving the Captain ashore. 

Weighed anchor under command of First Mate, and dropped it again in about half an hour, after pape. 
that time in a northerly direction, which brought us off the north point of the bay. Lowered four boats an 
proceeded on shore a little to the northward of said north point. I was on ‘oaed the first boat which struck 
the shore, commanded by the Second Mate, where we met the Captain and other five Portuguese, having in 
their possession seventy-five negro slaves, which we shipped on board said four boats, and from thence to said 
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American barque “Governor Carver.” Captain still on shore. Said slaves’ arms were secured behind them 
by means of grass ropes. On reaching the vessel, the tri were removed and bulkheads knocked away, 
and slaves were then shackled to afore-mentioned bars, on doing which grass ropes were removed. 

The four boats again returned to the shore, I being, as before, in Second Mate’s boat. Reached the 
shore, when we again met the Captain and said companions. I saw a number of black men, but as to their 
being slaves I cannot swear. Jumped out of the boat; my reason for which was demanded by the mate. 
br ly was, To answer a call of nature, and taki advantage of this excuse, I ran away and hid in the 

i daybreak, when I ascended one of the said hills, and saw said American barque “ Governor Carver” 
getting under way ; saw her stand a tly to the northward under a good breeze, and about 9 o’clock 
she was nearly out of sight to the northward. 

Same day British mail steamer “Lincolnshire” arrived from Lisbon. About 12 o’clock started for the 
town of Mossamedes, Little Fish Bay, and there met on the beach Captain Sonnes, of said steamer “ Lin- 
colnshire,” from whom I asked a passage to Loanda, where I could secure the protection of an American 
Consul, there being none in Mossamedes. He requested me to assist his men to ship some bullocks, and 
then to go on board myself, which I did on same day. Do not remember whether it was same evening or 
next that the steamer sailed for Loanda. 


During the embarkation of said seventy-five slaves one of the boat-steerers remarked that, If procurable, 
250 slaves would be shipped. ‘ 

Arrived at Loanda September 27th. Immediately after which I landed, and presented myself to the 
United States’ Commercial Agent, who, on hearing my statement, gave me protection; and during the 
interval from said date till the 5th instant was from day to day minutely examined by him regarding preceeding 
statement, and on one occasion was sent to the British Commissioner of the Slave Trade in this city for 
examination. I did not claim from him British protection, but in answer to a question of where I was 
born, I said I was by birth a native of Liverpool, England, but that for several years I had been sailing 
under the American flag as an American sailor, and have had protection papers, last of which was procured 
at New London, State of Connecticut, United States of America, five years ago. The British Commisioner, 
who is also British Consul, then said, You are then an Englishman, and as such I shall ship you on board 
of the English brig “Elizabeth,” then in this port, and sailing on the 7th instant, and into which vessel I 
was accordingly shipped, but previous to which he gave me a despatch, which on arrival in England I was 
to deliver to the Foreign Office in London, and they would look after me. Owing to non-compliance with 
some of the police regulations, I was taken from on board said brig “Elizabeth” by the Portuguese 
authorities. 

I still declare myself to be an American citizen, and as such ask American protection. 

I do hereby solemnly declare and state that all the foregoing statements are true, which I have declared 
in presence of three witnesses, namely, Augustus E. B. Govea, merchant, of Salem, Massachusetts, United 
States of America; Isaac Barnett, native of the Isle of Wight, and Master of the British barqne ‘“ Eastward 
Ho;” and Kirkman Finlay, of Glasgow, Scotland. 

So help me God. Done in triplicate at St. Paul de Loanda, on this the 10th day of October, 1865. 

; (Signed) EDWARD BAXTER, his mark. 
Witnesses, 
(Signed) Avaustus E. B. Govea. 
Tsaac Barner. 
Kingman Frytay. 


United States’ Commercial Agency, St. Paul de Loanda, October 15, 1865. 
Sworn before me the 10th day of October, in the year of Our Lord 1865; and I further certify that the 
above-named Edward Baxter does not know how to read or write, and that I have carefully read this 
document over to him, and he has certified to the same by his mark, in this my presence. 
(Signed) Aveustus Arcuer Stiva, Commercial Agent. 
United States’ Commercial Agency, St. Paul de Loanda, October 10, 1865. 
I hereby certify that the preceding deposition is a true copy of the original on file in this office. 
(Signed) Avaustus Arcuer Sriva, Commercial Agent. 





No. 111. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received December 2.) 
0. 29, 
ar Lord, Loanda, October 19, 1864, 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the Portuguese brig 
“ Maria,” detained on the 5th ultimo by Her Majesty’s ship “ Ranger,” on suspicion 
of being engaged in the Slave Trace, has been under trial before the Mixed 
Commission since the 13th of last month. It has been agreed that the vessel shall 
be released, no proof having been produced that she was soengaged ; but the claim 
set up for damages by the owner's proctor having been supported by the Portu- 

uese Commissioner and resisted by me, will be referred to arbitration, to-morrow 
Guay the day appointed to draw lots to decide on the person who shall act as 
arbitrator. 

The late Governor-General, who acted as Portuguese Commissioner throughout 
the greater part of the proceedings, left this city for Lisbon before the whole of 
the evidence had been taken ; since his departure, Senhor Mendes Affonso, who is 
President of the Tribunal da Relacio and also President of the Concelho do 
Governo, has been acting in that capacity. . 

Crass A. s 
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I will have the honour, by the next opportunity, of transmitting to your 
Lordship a detailed report on the case. ais as - ia 


; 1 have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





No. 112. 
The Earl of Clarendon to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 


No. 16. Confidential.) 

ir, Foreign Office, December 23, 1865. 
_., WITH reference to your despatches Nos. 16 and 25 of the 17th August and 
7th October last, relative to the export of slaves under the plea of their being 
libertos from Loanda to the Island of San Thomé, I inclose, for your information, 


copy of a despatch on this subject which I have addressed to Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Lisbon.* 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) CLARENDON. 





LOANDA. (Board of Superintendence.) 


No. 113. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received March 7.) 
(No. 4. 
My Sen Loanda, December 31, 1864. 
I HAVE the honour to forward a translation of the Report of the Curator of 
Liberated Africans for the quarter ending this day. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





Inclosure in No. 113. 
Report of the Acting Curator of Liberated Africans for the Quarter ending December 31, 1865. 


( Translation.) 

I HAVE the honour to inform the Board of Superintendence of Liberated Africans, that during the past 
quarter I visited several times the libertos in charge of the said Board, and found :— 

1. That the 26 libertos remaining in the barracks, as well as those granted to private individuals, and the 6 
given to the Corporation, had received proper treatment. 

2. That of the libertos granted to private individuals, some were employed as domestics, and others as 
labourers in the suburbs of the city ; those granted to the Corporation, in the service of the Municipality. 

3. That by a communication of the President of the Municipal Cnamber, dated the 3rd November last, the 
liberto Panzo was sent to me for promoting disorder, who by order of the Board was sent for punishment to work 
on the fortifications at Fort St. Miguel. 

4. That on the 4th of the same month, by order of the Board, the liberto Pedzo Joiio was sent to the 
President of the Municipal Chamber to replace the liberto Panzo. 

5. That the only liberto who still remained ill with small-pox in hospital, according to the Report delivered 
lust quarter, has quite recovered. At present there is no liberto sick in sos 

6. That during the year 1864, there were 56 libertos; but as the 2 who had run away, as is seen by the list 
which was given last year, have reappeared, the total became 58, of whom 4 have died, there remaining therefore 
now 54. 

Loanda, December 31, 1864. 


Acting Curator, 
(Signed) JOAQUIM FILIPPE D'ANDRADE E OLIVEIRA. 
a 


* Class B., No. 233. 


LOANDA. (Board of Superintendence.) 67 
No. 114. 


No. 2,) Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received September 25.) 
(No. 2. 
My Lord, Loanda, June 80, 1865. 
I HAVE the honour to forward a translation of the Curator of the liberated 
Africans for the quarter ending this day. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





Inclosure in No. 114. 


band ; Report of the Curator of Liberated Africans for the Quarter ending June 80, 1865. 
ranslation. 

I HAVE the honour to inform the Board of Superintendence of Liberated Negroes, that in the course 
- 4 quarter ending this day, having visited several times the libertos under the care of the said Board, [ 

foun 

1. That they all received p: treatment. 

2. That those libertos granted to private individuals were employed in household services, and others in 
labour in the suburbs of the any Those granted to the Municipal Chamber in the service of the Corporation. 

3. That on the 28th April last the liberto Pedro, who had been granted to the Corporation, as appears 
by the report for the fourth quarter of the year last past, was returned to the Board; and the libertos 
Luzia and Josepha, who were in the service of Innocencio Maltoza da Camara, on the 23rd May were also 
returned to the Board. 

4. That the libertos Joao Antonio and Carolina, who were taken in the launch “EK,” are in a condition 
to be liberated, not only because they are of the prescribed age, but also because they can maintain them- 
selves, and likewise on account of their good behaviour. 

(Signed) M. A. DE CASTRO FRANCINA, Curator. 

Loanda, June 30, 1865. 





No. 115. 


( Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell_—({Received September 25.) 
No. 3.) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 12, 1865. 

BY reference to the Report of the Curator of the liberated Africans which 
formed the inclosure of my despatch No. 2 of the 30th June, your Lordshi 
will observe that the Curator recommended in the concluding paragrap 
that two of the libertos who had been taken in the launch “E” should have 
papers conferring unconditional freedom granted to them. A meeting of the 
Board of Trade was convened on the 7th instant, for the purpose of taking 
the question into consideration, and the Curator having presented a list of ten 
more whom he considered in a position to gain their living unassisted, they were 
called before the Board and examined ; two of them stated that they had no means 
of gaining a livelihood, and declined to accept their absolute freedom ; to the others 
their altered position was explained, and papers in the usual form were ordered to 
be prepared and delivered to them. 

I hans the honour tu transmit to your Lordship a translation of the minutes 
made on the occasion, containing the names of the libertos to whom unconditional 
freedom has been granted, and the vessels in which ny = taken. 

ave, &c. 


(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





Inclosure in No. 115. 


Minutes of a Meeting of the Board of Superintendence, July 7, 1865. 


tion. 

ON the Deh July, 1865, at the palace of the Government at Loanda, the Board of Superintendence of 
Liberated Africans having assembled, the Curator said that the libertos taken in the launch “E,” Joo Antonio 
and Carolina Antonio (as he had already observed in his report for the second quarter of the present year) 
were fit to be set free, not only because they were of the prescribed age, but also because could cunts 
a livelihood, and had behaved well during the time hey bad boon uncer ihe shige of i 
therefore resolved to grant to the said libertos, Joiio Antonio and Carolina Antonio, their freedom, and the 
necessary pai were ordered to be made out and delivered to in the usual form. At the same 
meeting the r. having reported that the following libertos, all of whom appeared before the Board, 
were in a like condition, namely, Antonio, Manoel, Raphael Graxate, and Maria de Ambriz, taken in the 


taken in the launch “ Maria - 
Sea freedom should be to them. The Board further 
resolved, on the information of the Curator, that the liberto, Panso, who had been sent for punishment to 


M. A. DE CASTRO FRANCINA, Curator. 





No. 116. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received December 2.) 
Loanda, October 1, 1865. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit the Report of the Curator of liberated Africans 
for the past quarter. ‘ 
, I have, &c. 


(Signed) | W. VREDENBURG. 


(No. 4.) 





Inclosure in No. 116. 


Report of the Curator of Liberated Africans for the Quarter ending September 30, 1865. 


(Translati: 
T HAVE the honoer to inform the Board of Superintendence of Liberated i that during the 
quarter ended this day, I several times visited the libertos under the charge of the said Board, and found :— 

1. That all received proper treatment. 

2. That those libertos granted to private individuals were employed in domestic service and labour in 
the suburbs of the city, and those ited to the Municipal Chamber in service of the Corporation. 

8. That on the 7th July last the liberto, Bengur, di from the barracks. 

4. That on the same day documents of were given to the libertos, Jo&io Antonio and 
Carolina Antonio (taken in the tn ee hael Graxate, and Maria du Ambriz 


(taken in the lanc — ofc, Gregorio Manacula, bias Maralu, and Jof&o (taken in 
5. That on the 81st of the same month was returned to the barracks the liberto, Manguvi, who was in 


the service of Innocencio Maltoza da 
(Signed) M. A. DE CASTRO FRANCISCO, Curator. 
Loanda, September 30, 1865. 
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NEW YORK. 
No. 117. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received February 6, 1865.) 
(No. 18.) 
My Lord, New York, December 31, 1864. 


WE have the honour to report to your Lordship that no case has been brought 
for adjudication before the Mixed Commission Court established at New York, 
under the Treaty between Great Britain and the United States of America for the 
suppression of the African Slave Trade, during the year ending this day. 


We have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 
W. D. RYDER. 
No. 118. 
1. Mr. Layard to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 
(No. 1.) 
Gentlemen, ‘ Foreign Office, April 29, 1865. 


or 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to transmit to you herewith a copy of a letter 
from the Commander of Her Majesty's ship “Griffon,”* which has been communi- 
cated to me by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, containing information 
respecting the movements of the notorious Spanish steamer “ Ciceron,” which vessel 
has been again thwarted in an attempt to ship a cargo of slaves from the African 
coast. 

T am also to add that Her Majesty’s Minister in Mexico and Her Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Havana have since reported that the “Ciceron” is now sailing 
under the name of the “ Margarita Quintero.” 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 





No. 119. 
The Earl of Clarendon to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, No. 5, November 18, 1865. 
(To make inquiries respecting Mr. Wiggins’ character. ] 








No. 120. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to the Earl of Clarendon.—( Received December 26.) 


No. 14. 
My Lord, New York, December 9, 1865. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknom loge the receipt of Mr. Murray’s despatch 
No. 5 of the 18th ultimo, transmittin me copies of two hes and their 
inclosures, from Her iy ee Consul ener at Havana, having reference to a 
Mr. H. W. Wiggins, the lessee of the Island of Cay Sal, one of the Bahama group, 
who professes a desire to furnish Her Majesty’s Government with information 
respecting the Cuban Slave Trade, calling my attention to Mr. Bunch’s unfavourable 

* Inclosure.in No, . 
Crass A. e 
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impression of Mr. Wiggins, produced by the statements, if true, which were 
contained in the letter of Captain Stuart, forming one of the inclosures contained in 
Mr. Bunch’s despatch, and acquainting me that, as I had given a high character 
to Mr. hl car your Lordship thinks it right that I should be informed of the 
suspicions that are entertained respecting him, in order that I may make the neces- 
sary inquiries respecting his character. 

In reply, I beg leave to refer your Lordship to my consular despatch (No. 75) 
of the 14th ultimo, on the subject of the suspicions entertained respecting 
Mr. Wiggins. I have only to add that having made further ee apie [ find that 
the character of Mr. Wiggins which I gave to Mr. Bunch is fully sustained. The 
statement of his having been concerned in the Slave Trade is preposterous, and had 
its origin, I have reason to believe, in some badinage of a Mr. Besnard, which 
Captain Stuart’s informant, Mr. Dupuch, took in earnest. 

IT have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 
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REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 





WEST COAST OF AFRICA STATION. 


No. 121. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty, December 1, 1864. 
[See Class A, 1864, No. 152.) 





No. 122. 
Commander Richards to Commodore Wilmot. 


“* Dart,” at Sea, Lat. 0° 10’ S., Long. 8° 2’ E., 
s July 25, 1864. 
I HAVE the honour to report that on the 22nd instant, off Mayumba Bay, I 
chased and boarded a brigantine showing Italian colours. 

2. The boarding officers having returned and reported her to be a suspicious 
vessel, I went on board myself; and after the usual formalities called for before 
searching a foreign ship, [ caused her hold to be cleared of the upper portion of 
her cargo, upon the removal of which she was found to have a regular ground tier 
of water-butts, filled, and actually containing some 6,000 gallons of water, and 
others round the wings capable of holding some 3,000 gallons more. Plank for a 
slave-deck was concealed round the wings also. 

3. Upon this discovery being made, I informed the captain (or the person 
answering as such) that it would be necessary for me to conduct her to Genoa, as 
an Italian vessel engaged in the Slave Trade; and that it would be also necessary 
for me to remove a portion of the crew, to ensure the safety of the prize-crew I 
should place on board of her, which I proceeded to do, and selected for removal half 
his men and a passenger he had on board, At the same time I took possession of 
and sealed the papers found on board. 

4. As soon as the men and passenger were removed from the brigantine the 
Italian colours disappeared, and the captain refused to re-hoist them, and disclaimed 
all title to the protection of the Italian flag. 

5. I thereupon took possession of her as a prize, and have sent her to Sierra 
Leone (in charge of Mr. J. R. Osborn, Second Master, with a crew of seven men) for 
adjudication in the Vice-Admiralty Court of that Colony. 

6. The history of this slave-vessel being of rather a novel and peculiar kind, I 
am necessitated to enter rather closely into it, in order to make the case plain 
to you. 

/ 7. There is no doubt that she was equipped for the Slave Trade in the London 
Docks, where she appears to have borne the name of the “ Charles” (up to the 7th of 
April at all events), as a loose memorandum found among the papers of the passenger 
shows the tare of casks shipped in the London Docks on that day on board the 
schooner “ Charles,” to have been in all 6,100 gallons. The name of the “Charles” 
was on the stern at the time of capture in large letters imperfectly painted over, the 
name of “ Melvira” being on a moveable batten nailed on the edge of the taffrail. 

8. The person who is said to have fitted the vessel, and in whose name those 
papers which she had on board were made out, was Mr. Giuseppe Bottero, whose 
address, as read in some of the papers sent into Court, appears to have been 


Sir 
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“142, Minories ;” the initials (“G. B.”] were also on the casks and cases forming 


the cargo. 

9. The two papers from the Italian Consulate-General, London (to all appear- 
ance genuine, as they bore the Consular stamp of Italy), upon which the supposed 
master, Adolpho Schotto, relied, were: Ist, a provisional certificate (dated April 22, 
1864, and signed ‘‘ G. B. Heath”) for the “ Melvira,” which was to hold good until 
the arrival of the regular papers which had been demanded of the Minister-General 
of Marine; and, 2nd, a list of the crew (also signed “G. B. Heath”). The last 
name on this list was Giuseppe Bottero, who it would appear was to have accom- 
panied the vessel, but who was not forthcoming at the time of my visit on the 
muster-roll being called. 

10. In place of the missing ‘‘ Bottero,” however, there was the passenger 
before aJiaded to, who is in no way accounted for ; he is undoubtedly American, but 
does not think it expedient apparently to claim that nationality. The name of 
Temple was on most of the nautical books and instruments sent into Court, and was 
also attached to the memorandum about the casks before referred to. 

11. The documents from the Italian Consulate-General are dated 22nd April; 
on the same date there is a certificate from the Custom-house, that the schooner 
“ Melvira” has paid pilotage dues; the 23rd, according the journal, finds her going 
down the Channel, she then goes into Lyme Regis, and adjusts compasses and 
completes arrangements, and then weighs for the Cape de Verde Islands. 

12. Dated on May 18th, there is a certificate from the Custom-house of the 
Islands of Sal (Cape de Verdes), to say that the ‘‘ Melvira,” Captain Adolpho Schotto, 
cleared from that port on the 18th May for Little Fish Bay. with nine persons in the 
crew, and a general cargo. 

13. On the 23rd daly, when boarded off Mayumba, the Captain states that his 
chronometer was out of order, and that he had been set in upon the coast by light 
winds and contrary currents; but upon my causing his positions as given in the 
journal to be placed upon a chart, his track was quite complete to 26° south and 
25° west, and then gradually round St. Helena to Mayumba, crossing the Congo on 
July 14th, about 120 miles from its mouth. 

14. I cannot ascertain whether the plank was shipped in London or at the Cape 
de Verdes, but as the casks were taken on board in the docks it is probable that 
the timber was also. 

15. I have to state that in compliance with Article XII, page 35, of the Station 
Order Book, that this capture was not effected through any information received 
from the Foreign Office, either directly or indirectly. 

16. I have been unable to ascertain if the master had in that or any other vessel 
shipped slaves. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FREDK. M. RICHARDS. 





No. 123. 
Commodore Wi!mot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Extract.) “ Rattlesnake,” off the Benin River, December 25, 1864. 

I ANCHORED off Benin at noon of the 22nd December; there are several 
merchant-vessels here waiting for the trade to be re-opened, which I see no prospect 
of at present, as the whole of the fine has not been paid up: eighty-five puncheons 
are demanded, of which only fifty-one have been sent in. 

It is my intention to enter the river in the ‘‘ Lee,” for the purpose of holding a 
palaver with the natives on this subject, and the’ merchants think I shall succeed 
in making them pay up. If unsuccessful, the only course to adopt will be to let the 
trade remain stopped, as it is at present, until they pay up the fine that has been 
imposed ; and, if necessary, to add an additional number of puncheons for the non- 
fultilment of their agreement with us. 

I have received communications from the Senior Officer of the Southern division 
to the 10th November ; he makes no mention of any shipments of slaves, and every- 
thing appears satisfactory. 
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No. 124. 
Commander Battiscombe to Commodore Wilmot. 


r, “ Snipe,” Congo, October 10, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Memorandum dated 
23rd August, directing me to send to you, for the information of their Lordships, 
full particulars of the circumstances attending the boarding of the Portuguese 
ey gaa “ Zaire,” on the 20th Fetenary, by an officer of Her Majesty’s ship 
* Snipe.” 

1. On the 20th February, at 12°5 p.m., a vessel was reported steaming to the 
westward. I immediately ordered the fires to be lighted, and at 1°15 proceeded 
under steam so as to intercept her; the wind being very light I did not require to 
shorten sail, and in this manner steamed across her bows, she being, at that time, 
about six ships’ length off. The screw was stopped, and I fully expected she would 
have stopped also. Finding that she did not do so | shortened all sail and steamed 
after her. The steamer still proceeding I ordered a blank gun to be fired, we 
being then about 300 yards astern of her. Soon afterwards she stopped. 

2. Lieutenant Shuckburgh and Mr. Hasler, Assistant Pay master, both dressed 
in proper uniform, went in the second whaler, which had an ensign and pendant 
ies and boarded the steamer, which was flying Portuguese colours. There was 
no officer to receive Lieutenant Shuckburgh, and on his asking for the captain he 
was told by one of the seamen that he was on the bridge. On Lieutenant Shuck- 
burgh offering the officer on the bridge a copy of the Treaty between Portugal and 
England, also Form No. 2 in the Slave Trade Instructions, he (the captain), said he 
did not understand the English language, and would not take the papers. On 
Lieutenant Shuckburgh asking to see the ship’s papers he walked aft to the cabin, 
making use of the expression “no gentleman,” and intimating that we would not 
have stopped a French steamer. When Lieutenant Shuckburgh had examined the 
papers and found them correct, he expressed to the captain (in my name) his regret 
that she should have been detained, and explained to him that not knowing the 
vessel by sight was our reason for doing so. 

The captain on that appeared perfectly satisfied, and expressed himself so 
pangs one of the passengers. He would not allow any entry to be made in his 
og. 
. 3. I cannot understand why the captain of the “ Zaire” should have said that 
we crossed his bows with malicious intent, as the men were not at quarters, neither 
were the guns cast adrift, and we gave him sufficient room to steam across our 
stern, without having occasion to alter his course. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. BATTISCOMBE. 





No. 125. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir “ Rattlesnake,” off Benin River, December 25, 1864. 


I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of their Lordships’ letter of the 8rd August 
last, relative to an outrage alleged to have been committed last May, in the Benin 
River, on Mr. Hineson, one of the clerks in the employ of Mr. James, agent of 
Messrs. Harrison and Co. 

2. It is always very difficult to get at the truth of any disturbance that takes 
place between European traders and the natives in these rivers, particularly when 
there are no impartial witnesses present. 

3. The agents out here are, of course, very much at the mercy of the Chiefs and 
others, if they are disposed to ill-treat them; but this is not their character so long 
as the agents conduct themselves in a proper manner, and show an inclination to 
behave with decency and justice in their dealings. 

4. The native looks to the white man for an example of all that is good. Good 
treatment, good faith, honesty of dealings, kindness and liberality, with propriety of 
conduct, should be the rule; but unfortunately this is not always the case. 

5. Our traders in Africa look upon the natives as an inferior race, and their only 
object is to make money out of them, by every means and as quickly as 
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The natives, on the other hand, are quick and shrewd in their dealings with the white 
man, and have learned quite sufficient, during the many years of intercourse with 
them, to make them suspicious and doubtful of their sincerity. They are es 
and thieves by character as well as from necessity, but much of this may have arisen 
from their dealings with men who are probably not actuated by the highest 
principles of action, 

6. Another reason of these constant disturbances may be attributed to the youth 
and inexperience of those who have, in many cases, charge of such important interests. 
A hoy of twenty cannot possibly have ra age sufficient knowledge of the native 
character, or their peculiarities, to make him, as it were, the representative of his 
country for the time em 3 

7. He is ignorant, self-conceited, and presumes upon his position, which gives him 
command of money and goods; there are, however, many allowances to be made— 
climate, want of companions, and the means of exercise and healthy occupation 
unconnected with his trading duties. 

8. It would be well if English merchants did not place their affairs in the hands 
of such young men, who neither by character nor education are fitted for the post ; but 
I presume that the allurements of Africa are not sufficiently enticing for men of a 
higher class. 

9. It appears that Mr. Hineson had some words with a slave of Adjokie's ; that 
it went on to personal abuse on both sides, and in calling each other offensive 
names, until it came to blows, when in the struggle Mr. Hineson broke the fetish 
necklace round the native’s neck. The fight saaed, and nothing more was heard 
of it until three days afterwards, when a large party from Adjokie Janded at 
Mr. i aad factory and took him away to that Chief’s house, where he says he was 
flogged. 

lease (33 This occurred at Warree, about 130 miles up the river. 

11. The other side of the story has not been heard. It is probable that the 
flogging has been exaggerated and that Mr. Hineson deserved what he got. 

12. I cannot see at present what is to be done in this affair, but I am quite 
certain that had Mr. Hineson kept his tongue to himself in the first instance, such a 
disgraceful affair would not have occurred. 

13. It is out of the question that England should be called upon to sacrifice 
officers and men, and probably ships, because a young man cannot control his 
temper, and descends to calling a native the most abominable names. 

14, 1 will send their Lordships more particulars by the next mail. 

f have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 


P.S.—I am speaking generally of the European traders out in Africa, not in 
Benin particularly. There are many exceptions undoubtedly, and Mr. Forshaw, 
agent to Messrs. Horsfall, in the Benin, is one of these. 

A. P. E. W. 





No. 126. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Rattlesnake,” near Lagos, January 6, 1865. 

I BEG to acquaint their Lordships that, finding I could not with ‘safety 
over the bar of the Benin River in the “ Lee,” I left that anchorage on the afternoon 
of Christmas, December 25, for Lagos, to bring the “ Investigator” down. 

. I was also anxious to meet Colonel Ord, R.E., who had apprised me of his 
arrival in the “ Gladiator,” but was unfortunately unable to do so, being obliged to 
return to Benin on the afternoon of the 28th. 

8. Colonel Ord had requested the presence of Commander Lindsay, Senior 
Officer of the Bights, to give him information, &c., and I found him in the river on 
my arrival at Lagos. “Investigator” had been sent up for him. 

4. [ arrived off Benin again on the morning of the 29th with “ Investigator” 
in tow, immediately crossed the bar, and went into the river, anchoring off Messrs. 
Horsfall's factory, on the left bank; several officers accompanied me. 

5. The agents were very glad to see me, and I sent off to the Chiefs to desire 
their attendance on the following day. 
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6. At 10 a.m. accordingly the three Chiefs, Jerry of Jacqua, Jebuffo his brother, 
and Chinomé, of Boohie, came in it state their different towns, with a 
large age followers, to-Mesars. all’s factory, where I was staying. 

7. After a few compliments | proceeded to business, and gave them a severe 
lecture on their breach of faith and improper conduct, as well as how much their 
interests depended upon the white man ; finally telling them that if every gallon of 
oil composing the fine was not paid up in seven days from that time the merchants 
would leave the river, and that no more trade would be allowed with Benin. 

8. They wanted me to let them off some of the puncheons, but I would not 
yield in any way, and I am happy to inform their Lordships that the whole fine, 
amounting to eighty-five puncheons, was paid in on the fourth day after my arrival 
in the river. 

9. Trade has again been opened, and general rejoicing and customary presents 
have passed between myself and the Chiefs, who have faithfully promised to keep 
their word for the future, and follow all the advice I have given them. 

10. I have also let the traders understand what their conduct should be, and 
that they must observe equal justice in their dealings. 

11. The Chiefs are shrewd and intelligent, and were much pleased when { 
spoke to these gentlemen on this subject. I do not apprehend any further dis- 
turbance or any future obstacle in the way of trade. 

12. Inclosed is a copy of a letter I have written to Adjoké on the subject of his 
outrage. Their Lordships will see that I have inflicted a fine of twenty-five pun- 
cheons upon him, and that no trade is to take place with him until this is paid. 

13. Mi letter to the agents is also rnchoeel. 

14. Warré is 130 miles up the river, and I did not think it advisable to take 
the “‘ Investigator” up there, as her engines are not in very good order, and if any 
“ break down” had taken place serious consequences might have ensued. 

15. Adjoké has nothing whatever to do with the trade at the entrance of the 
river, nor does he eee any influence over the Chiefs, but he sends palm oil down 
the river, and sells it to those who will eons it from him; consequently the 
stoppage of trade with the white man will be a great loss to him. 

16. The Chiefs think that he will soon pay the fine. 

17. I left the river on the forenoon of the 5th instant, and Benin on the morning 
of the 6th, with “ Vindictive” and “ Investigator” in tow. 

18. “Investigator” will part company this evening at 6 o’clock, and I shall 
hope to be at Jella Coffee on the evening of the 8th or the morning of the 9th. 

19. | beg to inclose a copy of a letter from the traders to myself upon the 
successful termination of this business, and another from myself to Mr. Forshaw, 
agent to Messrs. Horsfall, pointing out how the fine is to be disposed of. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 126. 
Commodore Wilmot to Adjoké. 


“ Rattlesnake,” off the Benin, December 31, 1864. 

YOU have committed a violent outrage on Mr. Hineson, clerk to Dr. James, who is agent for 
Messrs. Harrison and Co., merchants trading in the river, by forcibly taking him from his beach and flogging 
him at your house. 

2. This peer ge is ee all law, and contrary to all proper treatment and justice. You have violated 
your good faith, and shown that the person of the white man is not safe amongst your people. 

3. If Mr. Hineson had committed an act of wrong against your slave, Malay, you should have represented 
the matter to Dr. James, and it would have been his p Be ar duty to have given satisfaction had Mr. Hineson 
been in fault, but instead of this you gave your sanction to the outrageous proceeding which afterwards took 


4. If the white man is still to continue to live in this river, and trade with the Chiefs and people, he must be 
protected in his person and p y, and the King’s sons and Chiefs are answerable for his safety. 

5. Shame to Africa that after so many years of friendship and intercourse with the white man the Chiefs and 
rulers “_ fra should still so little understand what their conduct ought to be! 

6. For this 


(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WII.MOT. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 126. 
Commodore Wilmot to Messrs. James, Forshaw, and Clarke. 


Gentlemen, ee ee Benin, December 30, 1864. 
IN erg uae of the outrage committed by Adjoké and his people at Warré on the person of Mr. Hineson 
in May last, I hereby desire, in the name of Her Majesty’s Government, that you will not trade with Adjoké, his 
two brothers, Nevurie and Chamwanie, with Warré, or the nae of that place, until a fine of twenty-five pun- 
cheons of oil, which I have imposed upon Adjoké, has been pai 

I have allowed six months for the payment of this fine, which, if not settled at the end of this time, the trade 


= be stopped for a further period of twelve months, and, if not then paid, all trade with Warré will be stopped 
or ever. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 126. 
Messrs. James, Forshaw, and Clarke to Commodore Wilmot. 


Sir, Benin River, January 3, 1865. 
WE, the undersigned British merchants residing in Benin, feel that it is due to you that we express our 
thanks for the able and conciliatory manner in which you have brought our late misunderstanding with the Native 
Chiefs to such a satisfactory termination. We think that this satisfactory termination has been brought about «| 
the effect your punctuality has had on the native mind, and by the firm, dignified, yet urbane manner, in whic 
you conducted the late negotiation. 
We therefore beg to tender you our best thanks and good wishes. 


We are, &c. 
(Signed) J. E. JAMES, ae for J. Harrison and Co. 
THOS. S. FORSHAW, Agent for Messrs. Horsfall. 
H. C. CLARKE, Agent for Stuart and Douglas. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 126. 
Commodore Wilmot to Mr. Forshaw. 


Sir, “ Rattlesnake,” off Benin, January 5, 1865. 
THE fine imposed upon the Chiefs of Benin, consisting of 85 puncheons of oil, being now paid, it is to be 
disposed of as follows: 50 puncheons to Mr. Henry, 5 puncheons to Dr. James, 30 puncheons to Her Majesty's 
Government, total 85. 
The puncheons for the Government are to be sent to England in one of Messrs. Horsfall’s ships. 
have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





No. 127. 
Commander Ruston to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ‘* Pandora,” January 30, 1865. 
IN compliance with paragraph 12, page 14, of the “Instructions fur the 
Suppression of the Slave Trade,” I beg to Levenl a list of French vessels boarded 
by the boats of this ship, in order to prove their nationality: December 10, 
“Flora of Goree,” schooner; December 12, “ Alike of Marseilles,” three-masted 
schooner; December 22, “Alfred Louis of Rouen,” ue; December 23, 
“ Marguerite of Goree,” cutter; December 28, “St. Olla of Goree,” schooner ; 
December 28, “Independent of Marseilles,” brig; January 14, “Maria and Selina,” 
hergue. No complaint was made on board of these vessels, and the utmost civility 
shown. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. F. RUXTON. 





No. 128. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
“ Rattlesnake,” off Sierra Leone, February 14, 1865. 


WITH reference to their Lordships’ letters of the 2lst November and 
13th December, I have directed Gonmantior Ruxton of the “ Pandora” to visit the 


Sir, 
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Bonny and Cameroons, for the purpose of carrying out their Lordships’ directions 
with to affairs there. 

2. Inclosed are my instructions to Commander Ruxton on this subject, and I 
have every reason to hope from the zeal and ability of this officer, combined with 
his a of the African character, that a satisfactory solution will be 
accomplish 

3. I also forward for their Lordships’ information, copies of letters I have 
written to the British merchants in the Bonny on the same subject. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 128. 


u Orders addressed to Commander Ruston. 
emo. 

YOU will visit the Bonny and Cameroons for the purpose of carrying out their Lordships’ instructions, as 
contained in the oer letters. 

With regard to King Bell of the Cameroons, the difficulty does not seem so very great; and you will in the 
most kind and courteous manner acquaint His Majesty that the British Government is not prepared to place a 
cruizer at his disposal for the purpose of carrying him to England, neither can they find him a passage in the mail- 
steamer, You will endeavour to settle any grievances he may have to complain of in an amicable manner, and 
~ have my permission to make him a present of cloth, &c., if you succeed in establishing a good and friendly 
feeling. 

The Bonny affair is of far greater importance, and will require great judgment, firmness, and discretion. 

King Pepple has disturbed the harmony and trade of the River Bonny for some time past, and there is no 
doubt that something must be done to bring him to a right way of acting for the future. 

The fine of 240 puncheons of oil inflicted by Consul Burton, seems, to me, to be very large, and it will be for 
you to inquire from the merchants whether this cannot be reduced within the bounds of reason. 

The value of 240 puncheons to the King, would at 12/. per ton, be equal to 2,880. In England this would 
be increased at 302. per ton to 7,200/. 

My own opinion is that such a fine is absurd and most exorbitant, not only on account of its being so very 
large, but because it is not the wish of the British Government to make money by the Kings and Chiefs of this 
country ; the great object being to show them that they cannot violate their word with impunity, and that they must 
respect Treaties as well as protect the lives and property of those who come amongst them for trading purposes. 

A fine is imposed, not so much for its intrine‘- value as for showing the Kings and Chiefs that the British 
Government will not put up with their nonsense, and that they have the power as well as will to protect their 
subjects in these African rivers. 

You will, therefore, tell King Pepple from me, that his conduct has been very bad, and that if he continues to 
violate the Treaties made by him with the British Government, and to set himself against all the rights of trade 
as well as commit such gross acts of injustice and unfair dealing with the English traders, that all trade in the 
river will cease, and that the traders will leave it. In addition to this, the King must be prepared for other 
measures to be adopted against him by the squadron on this coast, and most sainmrelly if force is once resorted to, 
the King’s position will be very seriously jeopardized. 

You will reason with him on the impropriety of his conduct, and show him that if he wishes trade and 
prosperity to his country, he must be just and honest in his dealings with every one. 

The fine may be reduced to 100 puncheons, and you will give the King two months to pay this. You will 
consult with the merchants about stopping the trade till this is paid, and whether in the event of its not being 
settled at the end of the appointed time, it will not be advisable to leave the river and blockade it. 

I have every confidence in your knowledge of the African character, and the proper way of dealing with the 
Chiefs in these transactions. 

You will leave with the merchants the inclosed letter from me, which they will consider it their duty to carry 
into effect if the fine is not paid at the appointed time. 

You will send me an account of your proceedings by the mail-steamer, and you are also to acquaint the 
Senior Officer of the Bights Division with the result of your visit. 

After having done this, you will go on to the South Division and follow the orders of the Senior Officer. 

Given on board the “‘ Rattlesnake,” February 11, 1865. : 

(Signed) A. P, EARDLEY WILMOT. 


To W. F. Ruxton, Esq., 
Commanding Her Majesty's gun-vessel “ Pandora.” 





Inclosure 2 in No 128. 
Further Orders addressed to Commodore Ruston. 


Memo. “ Rattlesnake,” off Sierra Leone, February 14, 1865. 
IN continuation of my instructions to you of the 11th instant, in relation to your proceedings in the Bonny, 
‘ou will give the traders to understand that they must deal honestly with the King in all their transactions with 
im; and you will take into your serious consideration the question of the amount of comey to be paid from 
henceforth, whether it shall be in money or by bills on London, and whether, in the event of its being paid in 
goods, the amount should not be raised so as to make up its full amount in silver. 
Thus suppose the comey is 5s. per ton of oil, let this be paid in money which will be actually 5e.; but if 
goods are given instead, it will be found that 8¢. worth of goods are scarcely equal to 5s, in money. 
This is a question that you must decide with fairness to all partice, becanse the King hes no revenue 


besides. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT, Commodore Commanding, 
Commander W. F. Ruxton, 
Her Majesty's gun-vessel “ Pandora.” 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 128. 
Commodore Wilmot to the British Merchants in the River Bonny. 


Gentlemen, “ Rattlemake,” at Sierra Leone, February 11, 1865. 

CAPTAIN W. F. BUXTON, of Her Maiesty's ship “ Pandora,” has been selected by me to visit the 
may for the purpose of endeavouring to settle the questions in dispute between yourselves and King Pepple. 

. I have every confidence in his Fodigeasa and ability for this particular service; and you will communicate 
with him freely upon all points at issue on this subject. : " 

8. You will see the instructions I have given him, and, in the event of King Pepple not complying with the 
same, I desire, in the name of Her Majesty's Government, that you give up all trade with him and his people until 
it is paid (that is to say, for the two months allowed); and at the expiration of this time, if the King still declines 
to pay, you prepare to leave the river and be ready to embark on board your owners’ ships. 

Should this be the result of King Pepples obstinacy, you will send by the earliest opportunity a letter to the 
Senior Officer in the Bights Division, in which you are to state the wicks of the circumstances, and requesting 
that a cruizer may be sent to your assistance. 

I have given directions to the Senior Officer to comply with your request in the event of such assistance 
being required ; but I have every reason to hope that a combination of firmness, kindness, and conciliation will 
effect the object in view, and that the King will wisely come to our terms and understand bis position. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 128. 
Commodore Wilmot to the British Merchants in the River Bonny. 


Gentlemen, “ Rattlesnake,” off Sierra Leone, February 14, 1865. 

I HAVE sent the “‘ Pandora,” Commander Ruxton, to place himself in communication with you relative to 
the affairs in the Bonny, and he will show you my instructions on this subject. 

You will see that it is my desire to settle matters in an amicable manner, in order that trade may go on 
undisturbed, and that your future relations with the King may be those of friendship and goodwill; but, at the 
same time I will not submit to any indignity being thrown upon the British Government, nor permit our traders 
in the river to be imposed upon. 

What is just and proper must be paid to the King, after having been agreed to by all parties, but he shall not 
violate Treaties with impunity, nor raise the tax on comey upon the produce of his country for his own convenience 
and at his own will and pleasure. 

The English traders in Africa, whether in the rivers or elsewhere, must show an example of justice, honesty 
of dealing, and good conduct in all their transactions with the natives. 

If this is not done, the Chiefs and others in their employment will most assuredly follow their example, and 
we shall be in constant antagonism with them. 

It seems to me that the fine of 240 puncheons — by Captain Burton is beyond the mark of justice and 
moderation, and that this alone is the reason why the King lien to pay. 

I have authorized Captain Ruxton to reduce it to 100 puncheons, unless you can give him good and sufficient 
reasons for not doing so, in which case the same alternative will be given to the King as if it had been 
reduced. 

Your own knowledge of Africa and the African character, which I will not pretend to say is perfect, as well 
as the desire of the British Government to avoid all hostilities with the people of this country, in addition to the 
interest of your owners, will, I trust, lead you to consider my remarks in a friendly spirit, and induce you to exert 
your best energies for an equitable settlement of this important question. 

I have desired Captain Ruxton to settle the question of comey = fairness to all parties. 

am 


(Signed) | A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





No. 129. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


“« Rattlesnake,” at Sea,. Lat. 0° 17’ N., Long. 0° 19’ W., 
r, January 23, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of their Lordships, the 
inclosed translation of a letter received from the Commander-in-chief of the French 
naval forces on this station. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) ' A P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 


Si 





Inclosure in No. 129. 
; Rear- Admiral Laffon de Ladebat to Commodore Wilmot. 
r, “Armorique,” Gaboon, August 25, 1864. 


I DEEPLY regret not having been able to fall in with you up to the present time, but I hope to be more 
fortunate shortly, as I am going to the Bight of Benin. I learned with pleasure by your letter of the 18th April, 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 79 


1864, that Her Britannic Majesty had confided to the chief command of her naval forces on the West Cosst 
fen EE Fah pray rennin and to believe that I am very happy to have you as a 
col 


2. I have also to thank you for services rendered to our merchant-vessels by several captains under your 
command. I cannot be but gratified with the perfect courtesy of all your officers, and I entreat you, Sir, to rely 
upon my good wishes in here maintaining that perfect understanding which has for so long a time existed between 
the navies of France and England. 


Be pleased, &e. 
(Signed) LAFFON DE LADEBAT. 





No. 130. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Rattlesnake,’ Sierra Leone, January 30, 1865. 

1 HAVE great pleasure in forwarding for their Lordships’ perusal the inclosed 
letters from Commander Ruxton, of the “ Pandora,” relative to his proceedings on 
the north division of the station. 

Their Lordships will see that the capture of this schooner was owing to the 
zealous and unwearied exertions of Commander Ruxton and those under his 
command, and I have expressed to this officer, the second master, and the boat’s 
crew, my high appreciation of their conduct on the occasion. 

‘I'he destruction of this schooner and the escape of the slaves will have a 
highly beneficial effect on this slave-dealers on the part of the coast, and probably 
deter them from entering into such speculations again. 

Commander Ruxton is the same officer who so nearly captured the “ Ciceron” 
on the 7th May last year, and I cannot speak too highly of his zeal and ability on 
all occasions. 

I have acquainted him that he is never to use force without my express 
sanction, unless life and property are at stake, or other extraordinary circumstances 


demand it. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 130. 
Commander Ruxton to Commodore Wilmot. 


“ Pandora,” at Sea, Lat. 10° 14’ N., Long. 15° 3' W., 
r November 19, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that on my arrival at the Isles de Los, I received information that the 
slave schooner that had escaped from the Bremiah river had returned to the coast, probably for the purpose of 
picking up the slaves, boat, and supercargo mentioned in my letter of November 4th as left at that place. 

On my arrival at the Nunez, I heard that she had run into the Componee River. 

The head Chief of the Nunez, Yurrah by name, residing at Yukabelli, acknowledged that “he had shipped 
70 slaves in her, and that she was to have gone to the Bremiah for more ; that they hid in the Componce till the 
eT eee pereargo and bost being absent, the had of 

I heard also that bei rom su an ing absent, the captain got some 
the slaves on deck, to assist when they suddenly rose, killed him and two of the crew, and escaped to the shore. 

At daylight on the 17th, I weighed and went into the Componee as far as it was possible to take the ship, and 
despatched the boats in search of the schooner. 

i =e inelose a copy of my instructions to Mr. Edwards, second master, and his report of the destruction of 
the vessel. 

I have great satisfaction in doing this, as the ship and boats have been in chase of her for three weeks. 
I hope to be able to give an equally good account of her consort, wbich J Dore mana. Je pense is 


have, &e. 
(Signed) | W. F, RUXTON. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 130. 


Orders addressed to Mr. Edwards. 
“ " o, River, November 17, 1865. 
IT is my direction that you take the two whalers of this ship, ly on our anchoring up 


that river. 
greatest expedition and diligence is required, as she will probably be hid in one of the numerous creeks. 


* 


If necessary, you will use force to procure a pilot. 
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ee Bey are ee her, and she cannot be set on fire without serious risk, you will 
return to the ship 


= Signed W. F. RUXTON, 
i . BF Commander. 
Mr. J. Edwards, ( ) : F 
Second Master, Her Majesty's gun-vessel “ Pandora.” 





Inclosure 3 in No. 130. 

Mr. Edwards to Commander Ruston. 
Sir, “ Pandora,” November 19, 1864. 
I BEG to inform you that in compliance with your memorandum of the 17th instant I proceeded in charge 
of the Ist and 2nd ek of this ship up the River Componee, and on the 18th I obtained a native pilot who 
conducted the boats up the river. At the point of an island I discovered the schooner, which had been run on shore 
and abandoned to avoid being captured. Finding it impossible to again get her afloat, owing to her being stuck on 
the rocks, and having no boat large enough to bring any equipments back to. the ship, I removed her figure-head 
and some muntz metal and set her on fire, after taking her description and measurement, which I inclose. 

I obtained the following information from the natives, that immediately after the vessel had taken the ground 
the slaves who were in her, amounting to 67 in number, made their escape, together with the crew, but they could 
‘not give me any information as to where they ware. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. EDWARDS, Second Master. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 130. 
Information called for by Paragraph 12, Page 35, of Station Orders. 


1. FROM what port vessel cleared out, and for what port ?— Bremiah River, for Cuba. 

2. If with slaves, where shipped ?—67, from Nunez; prevented shipping those from Bremiah by the appearance 
of a cruizer. 

8. If the master had shipped slaves before ?—No ; it was his first trip. 

4. Was information obtained from the Foreign Office ?—No; from his Excellency the Governor of Sierra 
Leone, and private information. The schooner had no colours, said to have Spanish owners, and had called at 
Teneriffe. incipal manager of the Slave Traffic on this part of the coast, Signor Valentine Abdul; he comes 
and goes by the mail-packet, and generally brings a sum of money in gold with him. 

He hires a boat at Sierra Leone to carry him to the rivers. 

King Yurrah in the Nunez, Yanic Tongae, Chief of Cape Care in the Componee, the head Chief of Bremiah, 
and Ballah Demba, head Chief of the Colloon Bagas, are the shippers of slaves; the latter Chief receives 851. a 
year from the British Government. 

I have brought his conduct before the Governor, and his stipend will be stopped. 

“ Pandora,” November 19, 1864. 

? (Signed) W. F. RUXTON, Commander. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 130. 
Commander Rusxton to Commodore Wilmot. 


“ Pandora,” at Sea, Lat. 10° 59’ N., Long. 15° 50’ W., 
Sir, November 20, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that having obtained information from Mr. Consey, a British subject 
residing at Repase, on the Nunez Hiver, that the slaves from the schooner were in the country of Yurrah, Head 
Chief of that river, I proceeded to his town with the boats of this ship, and endeavoured to e him give up the 
people to me. He refused, stating, “that accident had brought them back to him; that I had not caught 7 tom 3 
that they were a long way off, and some of his people who had them would not give them up; that he was not an 
English subject, or Leasa by our laws; and that he had given some of them ‘free books; and by country law, 
having come on his coast, they were his.” 

As I was not certain that I had a right to them, I did not use any threats, which had I done I must have 
carried out. The King Yurrah, however, said, “ [t is true you can burn my town, but that wili not get the slaves. 
I will go into the bush and destroy all the factories in the river. Besides,” said he, “ it would cost me a great deal 
to get them together.” I made him promise to come next morning to the factory of M. Sainton, which he did. 
Acting on his words of the evening before, I told him that the sole object of the British Government was to 
remove the people from a state of slavery, and’ offered him 200 dollars tor his expenses to bring in the people. 
He said he had given them (passed his word), and could not take them back. I firmly believe not more than 10 
of the slaves would have accompanied me back to the ship. 

Taking everything into consideration, I judged that Her Majesty’s Government would not consider that I 
was right in using force, especially as it was uncertain if I should be able to carry ee further than destroying 
a town, stopping all the trade of the river, and rendering more miserable a few miserable wretches. i 

endeavoured to point out to him that selling his le would not pay him as well as making them work, 
and told him to seize the next vessel and cargo and send to Sierra Leone to the Governor. He replied, “ May 1 
keep goods and doubloons?” I said, Certainly; and that t did have some effect. 
geod t a some small difficulties about debts, &c., and the Chief over to his town in our boats. We parted 
riends. 
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I offered to take the Spanish crew to Gambia if they would give themselves up. I did so from motives of 
humanity, as one poor creature had died the evening before; but they were afraid, and I had no time to spare. 
Yurrah promised to send them to Bissao, and to give them some money. 

I hope my proceedings on this occasion may meet with your approbation; and though I failed in obtaining 
the slaves, I did not in any way compromise the flag under which I have the honour to serve; and I am quite 
certain the presence of the ship and boats in the river was productive of good to our traders, as well as useful for 
the great end of putting a stop to the Slave Trade. 

It is with oa era oe have to bring to your notice the undeviating good conduct of the boats’ crews of 
this ship. For the three weeks they have oe constantly toiling at the oars for ten or twelve hours a-day, 
with intense heat by day and tornadoes at night, during which time we have ascended the Mellacoree, Nunez, and 
Componee Rivers, and as far up the Rio Pongas, Dobreeka, an] Bremiah as a boat would float. 

t is satisfactory to add that we have but two slight cases of fever. 


I have, &. 
(Signed) W. F. RUXTON. 





No. 131. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ‘* Rattlesnake,” off Sierra Leone, February 16, 1865. 

MY last communication was upon parting company with the “ Investigator,” 
& Lae on 6th January. I have now the honour to report my proceedings since 
that date. 

2. I arrived at Jella Coffee, with the “ Vindictive,” on the afternoon of the 8th 
January, and anchored her safely there, having placed my deck cargo of pro- 
visions, &c., brought from Ascension, on board at Benin. 

3. The Bights squadron immediately commenced coaling and provisioning, and 
the five vessels composing it had finished their work long before a cruizer could 
have got half-way to Fernando Po, thus showing the beneficial results of the 
plan. 

4, Everything for the safety and comfort of those in the “ Vindictive” has been 
thought of, and I have left the “ Rattlesnake’s” launch to assist in the coaling 
duties, also a 6-pounder gun for her pinnace. [ sailed from Jella Coffee on the 
14th ultimo, and arrived at Sierra Leone the 30th, having made the greater portion 
of the passage under sail. 

5. “Espoir” was in the port, having been detained by the Governor for duties 
connected with the presence of Brigadier-General O’Connor, and 1 allowed Com- 
mander Peile to proceed to Sherbro with the General before leaving for the 
South, which he did on the 9th, and is to be stationed in the Bights. 

6. “Pandora” came in on the 10th instant, and I despatched Commander 
Ruxton to render assistunce to a large French barque on shore on the bank of the 
Scarcies, assisting him with the “ Rattlesnake’s” pinnace and a number of men. 

7. When she returns Commander Ruxton will go to the Bonny and Cameroons, 
on his way to the South Coast, for the purpose of settling affairs there. 

8. Lieutenant Lang, in command of the “ Lee,” has been there, but affairs are 
still in an unsatisfactory state. 

9. I sail to-morrow morning for Goree, and shall return in a week, for the 
purpose of being present at the opening of the Exhibition. 

10. “‘ Zebra” will take “ Pandora’s” place on the North Coast. 

11. I inclose, for the information of their Lordships, some very interesting 
letters from Captain Marten, of the “Archer,” and Commander Perry, of the 
“ Griffon,” relative to the chase of the slave-steamer “‘ Ciceron,” and capture of one 
of her boats by the latter vessel. 

12. The “Highflyer” arrived on the morning of the 15th instant, and after 
receiving her Kroomen will sail to-morrow for the rare of Good Hope. She 
brought the intelligence from Madeira of the loss of the African mail-steamer 
“ Armenian.” I have therefore not received their Lordships’ despatches. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) A, P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Crass A. Y 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 131. 
Captain Marten to Commodore Wilmot. 


Sir, “ Archer,” at Turtle Cove, December 20, 1865. 

I LEFT Loango on the 11th November, for St. Thomas, where I arrived on the 15th, and took advantage 
of the smooth water to strip ts and lower yards, and refit them. 1 left om the morning of the 18tb to board 
a ship which proved to be a palm oiler. 

On the 22nd I an for five hours at Annabon, where the natives are sadly off for cloth: they would not 
part with their fruit, pigs, &c., for money ; but an old shirt would obtain ten times ite value. 

On Sunday the 27th, I arrived at Loango, and found there the “Wye,” who had just completed, “ Dart,” 
and “Mullet.” I dispatched “ Mullet” to her cruizing-ground, and on Monday sent “ Dart” to convey Her 
i Commissioner to visit the southern part of the station, having received from him a request for a 
vessel. 

On Monday the 28th a badish calema commenced; but as I did not wish to detain “ Wye,” I completed 
provisions from eg and took in my six months’ stores, which had been sent by her from Ascension. 

The “ Wye” left on the 29th, and I had intended weighing at 4°30 p.m., though the calema was taken off, 
when at 3-40 my small bow cable parted (5 fathoms water, 54 fathoms cable), I made sail and stood out to sea, 
leaving a cutter to anchor and watch buoy. 

T came in again on the 30th, but found still too much swell to work at my cable; stood out to sea again, came 
in on the Ist December, crept for and got my cable, hove up anchor, and went to sea. 

On the 2nd fell in with the “ Griffon,” and sent her into Cabenda, where I followed her on the 3rd December. 
1 handed over the station orders, &c., to her on Sunday, and on Monday started for Loanda on my way to 
St. Helena and Ascension. I was hardly out of sight of “ Griffon’ when we observed a strange steamer to the 
north-west, steering about south-south-east ; she came up to us very fast, and when we could see her lower yards, 
she suddenly altered her course to west; I chased her for forty-five minutes, quite long enough to convince me 
she had much the speed of us. I then stood in and communicated with “ Griffon,” amd after doing 80 went on to 
warn “ Snipe” in Congo. 1 ordered: her over to Banana side to watch Vista well, and to keep her fires banked.* 
I then went on and blockaded Mangue Grande until the 12th, when I went on to Loanda and communicated with 
his Excellency the Governor-General, who, at my suggestion, most good naturally ordered the “ Sa da Bandeira ” 
ok sea to look for “ Ciceron,” as I have no doubt from the description we have of her that it was her I saw on 

5th. 

I left Loanda on the 17th December. Under the cireumstances I do mot feel authorized to go south until I get 
“ Dart” back from the southward (or until I am certain the steamer is off the coast), which I expect to do about 
the Ist January, when I shall go on my rounds leaving “ Griffon” in charge. 

On the 19th I anchored at Turtle Cove, found “ Griffon” at Shark’s Point, and “ Snipe ”’ gone up to Ponta 
de Lenha. I have desired Commander Perry, who has been very zealous and active in his attempts to thwart the 
steamer, to give you his own account of his proceedings. 

There was a report at Loanda that there were slaves at Mangue Pequena ; I looked in on the 18th. The “ Sé 
da Bandeira ” ge at anchor off Point Padron) was there yesterday, and the “ Griffon” goes there to-day. 

This day 1 got Commander Perry and Captain Garcon on board, and got them to cross question the 
Portuguese mate of “ Ciceron,” captured by “ Griffon.” 

Commander Perry's letter is so minute that I cannot add any more to it. 

I have directed him to hand the Jos¢ Davidi, the mate, over to the “S84 da Bandeira” to be dealt with as 
the Governor-General shall decide ; the four Manilla men, who own to no nationality, I have directed him to retain 
on board “ Griffon ” until he receives directions from you. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) F, MARTEN. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 131. 
Extract from “ Snipe's” Letter of Proceedings. 


Anchored off Point Padron. 
2. ON the 24th November at 5°40 p.m., observed a steamer bearing north-west; she had three masts (short 
mizen and bowsprit), a high poop, and forecastle. She was seen till dark standing to the northward. 
It being so late when she was seen, I did not get up steam to chase her; she appears to answer to the 
description of the steamer chased by “ Pandora” in May. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 131. 
Commander Perry to Captain Marten. 


Sir, “ Griffon,” Shark's Point, December 20, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that on the evening of December 5th, after receiving notification from 
you that a slave-steamer had been that day chased by “ Archer” off Red Point, and that you ht it probable 
she might try to communicate off Black Point, I sent a whale-boat in shore to Banana for in tion, and 
— Lieutenant Acklom to cruize in the cutter off Red Point in order to intercept any boat the steamer might 

in. 

Weighed in “Griffon,” and proceeded north, ran along the coast as far as Killongo. 

Communicated with ‘‘ Mullet ;” ordered Commander Simpson to guard Black Point and adjacent coast as 
closely as possible, and keep good look-out for steamer. 





* She had seen the same steamer on the 24th November.— Vide extract from “ Snipe’s” letter of proceedings 
herein attached. 
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Evening of 9th, anchored eff Cabenda. Lieytenaat Acklom returned with entter, reporting having detained on 
December 6 when off Red Point, a small boat with five men, one 2 Portuguese, the rest Manilla men; the boat 
evidently belonged to same ship; searched crew without success. 

On lith the Portuguese coxswain of boat, one Jose Davida, told me that the boat belonged to the slave 
steamer “ Ciceron,” and made the following statement :— 

1. That the “ Ciceron” or ‘* Elvira,” commanded by Don Pedro Mas, a Spaniard, cleared from Cadiz on 
26th October, for Matamoros, but proceeded direct to the Bight of Benin for slaves. 

2. That she made the land near Aghwey on the 16th and 18th, but on both occasions was chased off the land 
by the cruizers and by a large ship's launch (evidently b —— ion “ Rattlesnake’s). 

3. That the captain Don Pedro Mas then aed ail his officers and said, It is impossible to ship here ; 1 am 
going to the “ Congo,” where there may be slaves. 

4. That on 24th November “ Ciceron” made Point Padrone, and sent boat into Moanda with letters for 
Seiior Oliveira, “ Ciceron” herself standing out to sea. 

5. That the “ Ciceron™ has in a large quantity of blankets, shoes, and provisions for Matamoros, which she 
shipped at Cadiz in order to clear expeuses should pe not succeed in obtaining a cargo of slaves. 

6. That her intermediate shaft had been damaged, and that her speed was now 10 knots at the maximum, and 
that her captain said if slaves were not to be procured at Moanda at once, he would be obliged, to leave the coast 
on account of shortness of coal. 

On receiving this information 1 caused the prisoners to be re-searched very carefully, when 1 found three 
letters, a copy of which with translation I inclose. 

On 12th one of the prisoners declared that steamer was to return for boat on 13th off Red Point ; I therefore 
(in hope of getting her near me should she come in) hoisted out my mizen mast, sent down all after yards, and 
made other alterations ; got all picked coal ready, oil, tallow, wood, &c., and proceeded to anchor off Red Point, 
but no “ Ciceron.” 

On 15th communicated with “ Snipe ” off Congo, and proceeded into Shark’s Point. 

Received information from Commander Battiscombe that he had seen “ Ciceron” on the 24th November, 
and again on the 9th December ; on both occasions “* Ciceron” was steering in for Vista, but on seeing ‘* Snipe” 
at anchor had proceeded out to sea without communicating with the shore. 

On 17th, went over to Banana in “ Snipe,” and thence to Porto da Lenha to gain information and to satisfy 
myself that the inclosed letter No. 1 fram Sefior Oliveira was not a ruse. 

Found out positively that there were no slaves ready near Congo, or money to purchase them, but that if 
money arrived any number could be got ready in eight days. 

On 19th, returned down river intending to proceed to Mangue Grande to guard that station; found Her Majesty's 
ship “ Archer” at anchor in Turtle Cove ; went on board to report proceedings. 

I found at Porto da Levha only four Portuguese houses open; they appeared to be in a very wretched 
condition. 

I believe there are no slaves ready for shipment about Congo, and no money to purchase. No orders whatever 
have been received by the agents since Sefior Notto’s disaster in losing his two vessels in July last ; most of the 
slaves that were to have shipped in those vessels have been destroyed by small-pox, and the rest turned adrift. 

Any number of slaves, however, could be readily purchased, and a large cargo got together in a week if money 
and goods were forthcoming. I am inclined to think that if ‘* Ciceron ” leaves this coast without slaves (which is 
very probable), that she may put into Anno Bon for wood (vide letter 2), which states her want of it; and if her 

apers are at all passable, to St. Thomas for coal, and then try the Bights once more before returning to 
atamoros. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. L. PERRY. 





No. 132. 
Commodore Wilmot te Commander Ruston. 


Memo. “ Rattlesnake,” off Sierra Leone, January 30, 1865. 

I CAN give you no further instructions than those that are in force in the 
Bights and Southern Divisions, relative to boarding French vessels. 

2. We have no Treaty with France for the abolition of the Slave Trade, &c. ; 
aay cannot legally detain a bond fide French ship, even if she has slaves on 


3. You have authority to board a ship with French colours flying to test her 
right to these colours, using all courtesy and circumspection in doing so. The 
master is bound to produce his papers, register, &c., by which you discover whether 
he is actually entitled to the fag of France or not. 

4. If you are satisfied, you must then leave him without any search whatever. 
But should you doubt his character, and have a well-grounded suspicion that his 
papers are false, and that the French colours are being fraudulently used, you may 
send him to Goree, or to the nearest French ship of war, or to Sierra Leone, where 
there is a French Consul, in charge of a Lieutenant and a proper number of seamen, 
for his nationality to be proved. 

5. You must recollect, however, that such a course is never to be adopted 
unless you have almost positive proof that he is deceiving you, or unless the master 
refuses to show his papers. _ ; . 

6. The officer who is selected for this duty must have strict injunctions relative 
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to due courtesy being shown to all on board, and that nothing whatever belonging 
to the vessel be in any way disturbed. 


(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





No. 133. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


‘* Rattlesnake,” at Sea, Lat. 0° 17’ N., Long. 0° 19’ W., 
Sir, January 23, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a copy of a letter received from Captain Marten 
of the “ Archer,” covering one add to him by Her Majesty's Commissioner at 
St. Paul de Loanda, relative to ae est I Officers of cruizers opening private 
letters which may be found on board vessels brought before the Mixed Commission 
Court for adjudication, and I have to request their Lordships will be pleased to 
signify to me their directions on this subject. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 133. 


Captain Marten to Commodore Wilmot. 
Sir, “ Archer,” Turtle Cove, December 20, 1864. 
I HAVE the honour to inclose the copy of a despatch received from Her Majesty's Commissioner on the 
16th December, as well as a copy of my answer to it. 
I have to request that you will be good enough to give me instructions as to ordering the Commanders of 
cruizers to open private letters before filing them. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) F. MARTEN. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 133. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Captain Marten. 
Sir, Loanda, December 6, 1864. 

I COMMUNICATED to his Excellency the Governor-General suspicions I have for some time entertained 
that slaves were shipped for St. Thomas, beyond Portuguese territory, and that false passports purporting to be 
issued by his Excellency, authorizing the conveyance of “libertos,” were presented to the Commanders of Her 
Majesty's cruizers. His Excellency was kind enough to provide me with a number of printed passports similar to 
those issued by him, as well as his —— » by which on comparison those presented in future may be verified. 
I shall feel obliged by your causing those that I inclose to be distributed amongst Her sg rot ships. 

To avoid a question, on which a difference of opinion is certain to arise between my Portuguese colleague and 
myself, as to the authority of the Mixed Commission to open private letters which may be found on board vessels 
brought before that Tribunal for adjudication, I have the honour to request that you will instruct the 
Commanders of the vessels under your orders in no case to omit to have them opened before they are filed, in 
accordance with the Admiralty Instructions to Naval Officers engaged in the Suppression of the Slave Trade, and 
which will be found, I believe, at page cxi, Form 4. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 133. 
Captain Marten to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 


Sir, “ Archer,” Loanda, December 16, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch dated 6th December, 1864. I will 
distribute the printed passports and au’ hs. 

I have forwarded a of tch to the Commodore commanding, and have asked him for 
instructions touching the akg of private Ticters, and shall await his answer before acting on that part of your 
despatch. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) F. MARTEN, 
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No. 134. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


r, * Rattlesnake,’ Bathurst, River Gambia, March 31, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose the copy of a letter I have received from 
Mr. Dawson, English merchant at Whydah (coloured man), respecting the wish of 
the King of Dahomey to send Azabassadiors or Messengers to England on a friendly 
mission. 

I am unable at present to give any information as to the object the King may 
have in coming to this conclusion. Tt may be that a Treaty is in contem Titice. 
At all events, a Chief or Chiefs of high rank and influence in Dahomey would see in 
England quite enough to astonish them, and give the King on their return some 
idea of England’s power and greatness. 

The most beneficial results would, I am quite certain, be the consequence of 
such a visit. I have therefore to request their Lordships will be pleased to give me 
instructions relative to the course I am to adopt if the King is really serious in this 
matter. 


Si 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure in No. 134. 


Mr. Dawson to Commodore Wilmot. 
Sir, Whydah, March 5, 1865. 
THE King of Dahomey having now come to the conclusion to send Ambassadors to the Queen of England, 
and having sent privately to ask my opinion as to the expediency of it, I beg to write this privately to ascertain 
from you, as a father, what your opinion is on a mission of that kind. He would ask me to come with them to 
act as interpreter, &c.; and therefore I am very anxious to know from you some hints which miglt be impressed 
on his mind, so that in giving his errand I may be able to point out some things to him without which a mission of 
the kind would be useless. 
I should be very exceedingly thankful if you could let me have something by the next mail. 
What you think to be good to send to the Queen as presents, and to any of the leading men in England ? 
Who is the right person through whom the Ambassadors must see Her Majesty ? 
Can't the kind Government which has spent thousands of pounds for the at of Africa allow you to be the 
guide of the Dahomian Ambassadors in everything connected with this mission ? 
Without one like you I do not see how it could be carried on. 
ing, therefore, that you would kindly aid in this affair, and that the Father of Light would bless all your 
undertakings, I am, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. DAWSON. 





No. 135. 

Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, * Rattlesnake,” Bathurst, River Gambia, March 31, 1865. 
WITH reference to their Lordships’ letter of the 13th of September last, 
directing me to report further as to the proceedings of Lieutenant Lambert, 
of the “Sparrow,” I beg to submit the accompanying report from Lieutenant 
Francis M. Ommanney, who was Acting Commander of the “Sparrow” when the 

circumstance occurred, 
; I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure in No. 135. 
Lieutenant Ommanney to Captain Marten. 


: “ Archer,” off the Congo, January 9, 1865. 
IN answer to the Memorandum of the Commodore commanding-in-chief of the 24th of December, 1864, I 

have the honour to report that on the evening of the 13th of nf Uh oy an American barque anchored off 
Jella Coffee, the “Sparrow” being at the time at anchor off Cape St, "s. 

As I was not on board, Mr. Lambert sent the cutter with Mr. Atkinson (Master) to board her. 

The cutter returned next morning, and Mr. Atkinson reported that the barque was the “ Warren White,” of 
Salem, Charles H. Nelson, master; and that, in his opinion, she was a very suspicious vessel. Z 
Crass A. 


Sir 
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I immediately weighed, and anchored the “ Sparrow’’ close to her, and, accompanied by Mr. Atkinson, went 
on board. I found nothing suspicious about her, and her papers were correct. Her master was not on board. 

Upon my retarn to the “Sparrow” at 11°30 a.m., Lieutenant Lambert requested leave to go on board the 
barque, which was granted. He went on board accompanied by some of the other officers. 

At noon the American ensign was hauled down, and the boat’s blue ensign hoisted in its place. 

On my going on board the “ Warren White,” the only reason Mr. Lambert could give me for hauling down 
the American ensign was, that the First Mate had told him he could do so if he pleased. 

The Mate said that he had told Mr. Lambert to do as he pleased, as he could not prevent him, complaining 
that Mr. Lambert had hauled down the ensign and jumped on it, and behaved in a most insolent manner; he 
would not take charge of the ship, or re-hoist the American colours, saying that we had taken charge of her. 

When the master of the “ Warren White” returned from the shore, about | p.m., I explained to him that 
the ensign had been shifted without my knowledge or consent, and re-hoisted the American colours, I also 
offered to make a notation in his log-book of what had happened, and promised him to report Mr. Lambert's 
strange conducc on the first opportunity, which he expressed himself satisfied with. 

On the return of Mr, Lambert on board the “ Sparrow,” I placed him under arrest till I could report his 
conduct to the Senior Officer. But the next day, the )5th, the Assistant Surgeon reported that Mr. Lambert was 
insane, and it was found necessary to confine him in a straight jacket, and to remove all weapons out of his reach. 
Mr. pane had only served in the ‘“ Sparrow” one week, and it was not suspected that he was liable to these 
attacks. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. M. OMMANNEY. 





No. 136. 
Commander Battiscombe to Captain Marten. 


Sir, “ Snipe,” Turtle Cove, January 4, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that on Christmas-day, at 8 a.m., the 
British schooner “Sverige,” James Black, master (owners, Messrs. Hatton and 
Cookson, of Liverpool), was attacked whilst at anchor off Chimmo Bigon, in the 
Congo, by the Mousorongues. The crew of the schooner at once took refuge aloft, 
though not until the natives had wounded four or five. Everything portable, such 
as cloth, furniture, spirits, &c., was taken out of the ship. Watching their oppor- 
tunity, the crew managed to slip the cable, and drift down the river, eventually 
anchoring off Banana. 

2. Mr. McCullock, the head agent of Messrs. Hatton and Cookson, and one of 
the crew were taken away by the natives, the former being severely wounded. Her 
Majesty’s ship under my command anchored the same evening close to the 
schooner, and an officer and eight men were sent to take charge of her. 

3. Having consulted with Ar. Viderian, the head agent of the Dutch factory at 
Banana, as to the best means of recovering Mr. McCullock, the conclusion we 
arrived at was, that violent measures were out of the question, and that the native 
policy should be pursued. Accordingly a messenger was sent to King Antonio, 
requesting him to use his influence with the Mousorongues. 

4. On the 29th December we received a letter from Mr. McCullock, stating that 
he had been released the day before, and was stopping with a Signor André Franque; 
the seaman was still in the hands of the natives. 

5. This same tribe, a year ago, took a French cutter, and burnt down a 
Portuguese factory, and I have received intelligence that they have just robbed the 
Portuguese factory at Chimmo. Mr. Viderian says that the river is not safe whilst 
the Chiefs Nano, Bingo, Tubo, and Enobaca, are at large; we are therefore taking 
steps for petting them into our hands. 

6. The master of the “Sverige” having represented to me that his men had no 
clothing, I supplied him enough serge to make one suit of clothes per man. 

7. On the 28th supplied the “ Sverige” with a few spare arms, and sent her to 
Ponta da Lenha, under the guard of Mr. Hardy, supernumerary boatswain, and 
eight men, giving him orders not to be away more than twelve days. I have since 
heard that the natives came out again to attack the “Sverige,” on her way up, but 
retired on seeing that the people on board of her were armed. 

8. One of the crew of the schooner is so severely wounded that 1 have been 
obliged to keep him on board. It is doubtful whether he will recover. 

9. I have to bring before your notice the fact that the “Sverige” has been sent 
out to the coast, and to trade up the Congo, without being supplied with a single 
defensive weapon of any kind whatsoever, not even a pike; it is true the captain 
of her had a revolver, but he had no caps. 

10. I wish to mention the conduct of Mr. Viderian, and those connected with 
the Dutch factory. They sent boats, and took charge of the schooner, when she 
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was adrift, and since then they have spared neither men nor boats in rendering 
me assistance, even sending a launch to Loango, to take a letter from me to the 
Senior Officer. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. BATTISCOMBE. 





No. 137. 
Commander Perry to Commodore Wilmot. 


(Extract.) “ Griffon,” February 8, 1865. 

ON afternoon of 11th ultimo, I received information from Mr. C. Bigley, Second 
Master, who had been cruizing in cutter of this ship off Mecula, in Bahia Funta, that 
he had been most wantonly fired into by natives at Mecula. 

I at once applied to aoe Marten, requesting him to lend me his pinnace 
and cutter to assist in punishing the perpetrators of the outrage. 

12th.— Weighed under steam for Mecula, with “ Archer’s” pinnace and cutter 
in tow, in charge of Lieutenant Ommanney of that ship. 1 p.m., anchored in 
24 fathoms, off Mecula. Shoved off from the ee 5 with all boats manned and 
armed; found surf very heavy on beach, so anchored pinnace and cutter just 
outside and landed in whale-boats, with l.ieutenants Acklom and Ommanney and 
twelve men. Marched up to village; found it sp to treat with Chiefs, who 
would give no satisfaction, and said that they had no guns, &c. All this time 
arrived men in large numbers ; began to move towards us. I ordered the nearest 
huts to be searched, when loaded muskets were found hidden under some straw. 
Seeing the natives were still coming down in large numbers, I proceeded to destroy 
the village with fire, the ship occasionally throwing a shell to keep natives in check. 
Then having burnt a large barracoon, a surf boat, and numbers of large canoes, 
which I believe were collected for the purpose of shipping slaves, as there is no 
legal trade in the neighbourhood. 4 p.m. Everything being destroyed, I returned 
on board the “Griffon” with all boats; weighed and proceeded to rejoin “ Archer ” 
in offing. 

13¢h—I a.m. “Archer” left under steam for Loanda. Sent in her Portuguese 
mate of ‘‘ Ciceron,” to be delivered up to the Portuguese Government. 

I cannot at present find out the reason why my cutter was fired into, unless it 
be that the native Chiefs here are enraged at finding coast so closely watched. 

13th to 20th.—Cruizing along line of coast as requisite. 

20th.—Her Majesty’s ship “ Mullet ” age Ordered her to anchor off Cabeca 
da Cobra, so as to guard Mangue Grande on one hand, and Mangue Pequena on 
other. 

24th.— Anchored off Ambrizette, to gain further information as to the state of 
preparation of slave-dealers. That shipments will shortly be attempted I am 
confident, Mr. James Steward having now over 800 slaves in readiness near 
Mangue Grande. This Mr. Steward is a Scotchman by birth, though he gives out 
he is American by adoption, but I believe he has no American papers of protection. 
He now resides at Mangue Grande as head agent of the slaving firm of Don Luis 
Seivas and Co., of Havana. 

Signor Notto has again arrived on the coast and has gone to Congo. 

February 7th.—Her Majesty’s ship “ Dart” joined me from Congo. Commander 
Richards reports that the natives of that river are now quiet. No doubt they 
are dreading punishment for their late outrage on the British flag, of which Captain 
Marten told me he had given you full information. 

I have just found out that James Steward has left Mangue for Ambriz, 
intending to leave the coast. 

All the slaving factories here and in the Congo are now in a very wretched 
state, and are constantly threatened by the natives, who are almost starving, there 
wel having been any corn sown in consequence of the late terrible outbreak of 
small-pox. 

There is no further information in any letters of proceedings, no suspicious 
vessels having been seen. I am confident that the only successful shipment on this 
pon of the coast, viz., Congo to Ambriz, during the last two years is that of the brig 

rom Moanda in January 1864. 
I forgot to mention that I am taking the four Manilla men, captured in 
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“ Ciceron’s” boat, over to Ascension, so that they may go with my Kroomen to 
_ Leone, to be delivered to the Spanish Government, according to Station 
er. 





Inclosure in No. 137. 


Mr. Bigley to Commander Perry. 
r, nd ina “ Griffon,” January 11, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that while, in pursuance of your orders, I was cruizing in the cutter of 
Her Majesty's ship under your command in Bahia Funta, the natives of Mecula and its neighbourhood fired on 
me, on the 7th January. The details are as follows :— 

I anchored about 5 p.m. at Mecula on that day outside the surf, for the purpose of buying stock for the boat's 
crew, and gaining information about the Slave Trade if possible. 

Soon after I anchored the natives came in numbers to the beach; but instead of trading and receiving my 
friendly overtures, they assumed a hostile front, as I steadily refused to go on shore in my own boat. I asked 
them in English (two of the natives on the beach speaking that tongue perfectly) to send off some stock in one of 
their canoes, at the same time holding up, as a token of good faith, some biscuits and an empty bottle for barter. 

It was plain that there was some undercurrent in the whole affair, as several canoes attempted to get off, but 
were always called back by some person on shore, who seemed to have t authority. When the individual 
hailed the canoes, the men in them at once returned to the shore with their canoes. Seeing any chance of 
communication was hopeless, especially so near sunset, I weighed anchor (5°45) and pulled sareerd, when the 
natives opened fire on the boat so close that one shot passed between the coxswain and myself, and another dropped 
within a foot or two of the boat. 

The exuct number of shots fired I cannot say, but I counted at least twenty before I was able to return their 
fire. The instant I did so the natives retired into shelter behind some bushes, under cover of which they kept up 
a constant fire till we were out of range, some men occasionally kneeling and taking deliberate aim. 

I had the English white ensign flying all the time from a staff, and I can positively assert that no provocation 
was offered by myself or any of my boat’s crew. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES J. BIGLEY, Second Master. 





No. 138. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Extract.) “ Rattlesnake,” off Sierra Leone, April 12, 1865. 

NOTHING of importance has transpired since my stay here. The “Zebra” 
has made a successful visit to the Mellacooree River and obtained payment of an old 
debt. Commander Lindsay will visit the Cape de Verdes at the end of this month, 
and inquire into all matters connected with the Slave Trade. 

I leave this afternoon for the Bonny, where my presence may be useful in 
restoring confidence between the King and the traders. 

The French Admiral Laffon de Ladebat arrived here in the “ Armorique” on 
the 11th April, and left again on the evening of the 13th. 

The most cordial good-will and the most perfect understanding exist between 
us in all matters connected with our respective Governments and squadrons. 





No. 139. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir ‘* Rattlesnake, Sierra Leone, April 20, 1865. 


I HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of their Lordships, a letter 
from Lieutenant Sandys, commanding the “Investigator,” in which he gives an 
account of a successful attack made by a combined naval and military force on the 
Egba camp before Ikorodu, on the 29th March last. 

2. Great praise is due to Lieutenant Sandys, his officers, and men for their 
excellent conduct, and the gallantry they displayed during the fight. 

3. The military report states as follows :—*“For the success of the attack I 
am in a very great measure indebted to Lieutenant Sandys and the officers and 
men composing the Naval Brigade. Lieutenant Sandys co-operated with and 
assisted me in everything in his power, both by his advice and by his personal aid, 
which was peculiarly valuable in consequence of the great paucity of officers with 
the military force. Lieutenant Jones, of Her Majesty’s ship ‘Handy,’ by his 
admirable management of the rocket battery conduced most materially tow our 
success.” 

4. Lieutenant Sandys speaks highly of the very efficient services of Acting 
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Lieutenant Jones, and also of the gallant conduct of Mr. Nathaniel Child, Master’s 
Assistant, who advanced with the skirmishers, and was one of the first to enter the 
gate of the camp. 

5. I beg to bring the conduct of Lieutenant Sandys and these two officers 
before the notice of their Lordships. 

_ 6. Lieutenant Sandys has been in command of the “Investigator” for some 
time, and was up the River Niger in the last expedition. , 

7. Joseph Marshall, Chief Boatswain’s mate, is also spoken of in high terms 
by Lieutenant Sandys. He is a most excellent steady petty oflicer, and deserving 
of every reward. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 139. 
Lieutenant Sandys to Commodore Wilmot. 


Sir, “ Investigator,” Lagos, April 1, 1865. 
I HAVE thr honour to inform you that on the 27th of March the Lieutenant-Governor of Lagos having, with 
the advice of his Council, determined to reassume the Protectorate of Ikorodu, which place was besieged and hard 
ressed by the Egbas, | was requested by his Excellency to co-operate with the troops under the command of 
ieutenant Sealy, 4th West Indian Regiment, in relieving it. 

I having attended the Council, fully concurred in the necessity of the step that was being taken, and accordingly 
placed the naval force under my command at the disposal of the Governor. 

On the 28th March I received on board ninety of the 4th West India Regiment, Lieutenant Sealy commanding, 
together with the requisite ammunition, &c., and conveyed them to Ikorodu market, where they were immediately 
landed, and marehed up to the town, which is inland about a mile and a-half. I myself landed with all my 
available force, namely, 6 officers, 11 of our white crew, and 17 Kroomen; Lieutenant J. W, Joues in command 
of the “* Rocket” party. Mr. Applin, Second Master, remained in command of the “ Investigator,” anchored close 
in shore to cover the road and market. 

On arrival at Ikorodu comfortable quarters were provided for the men, and the Chiefs of Ikorodu being called 
together were informed of our intentions towards the Egbas, and requested to prepare their forces. Ensign 
Barrow, of tie 5th West India Regiment, arrived shortly after this, raising the number of West Indian troops to 
2 officers and 135 men, 

The armed Haussa Police, numbering 120, occupied Ikorodu market. 

A messenger was despatched on the following morning to the Egba camp giving them twenty-four hours to 
quit the camp and return home. They sent back an insolent threat, and fired two guns at him on his return. Our 
force was accordingly prepared for immediate action, and the Chiefs of Ikorodu were requested to meet us outside 
the walls with all their fighting men. 

The disposition of our force, which numbered in all 273, was as follows, namely — 

The rockets under Acting Lieutenant J. W. Jones were placed at 1,500 yards from the advanced were 
commanding both it and the inner camp, the main body of troops being on their right under Lieutenant Sealy 
commanding, 

Ensign Barrow with 90 men advanced in skirmishing order, and the Ikorodus, numbering about 700 men 
held the flanks. 

At 9°30 A.»t. fire was opened from the two 12-pounder rocket tubes with great effect, the skirmishers advancing 
very steadily. On their nearing the camp the enemy sa‘lied out from the walls in great numbers, being led by a 
man on horseback ; and Lieutenant Sealy fearing lest they should be overwheimed, advanced the main body at the 
quick to support them, but the skirmishers still advancing, and the enemy showing signs of confusion owing to the 
constant fire of rockets kept up on them, the order was given to charge, and the wall of the outer camp carried. 
I accompanied the advance of the main body. The enemy never rallied again, but were driven through both 
camps in the greatest confusion, throwing away their arms and ammunition in their hasty flight. On both camps 
the Et our possession our troops were recalled and marched back to their quarters, the Ikorodus closely pursuing 
the Egbas, 

But few dead bodies were found in the camp, it being customary for the Egbas always to hide them; but 
from information received from the prisoners, many of whom were wounded, the slaughter among them was very 
he the rockets doing terrible execution. At the first stream crossed in their flight no less than 203 dead were 

nd. 

I am happy to say the force under my command suffered no loss ; the troops, however, had twelve wounded, 
but only one severely. 

I beg to inclose a list of the officers and men who were in the field, and all of whom behaved in the most 
praiseworthy manner, but I cannot conclude without bringing under your especial notice the very efficient services 
of Acting Lieutenant J. W, Jones, commanding the rocket battery, to whose quickness and precision of fire I think 
the success of the day must be mainly attributed. Also the gallant conduct of Mr. N. Child, master’s assistant, 
who advanced with the skirmishers, and when the charge was made was one of the first to enter the gate of the 


camp. 
Scant Marshall, chief boatswain’s mate, showed great steadiness and efficiency in working the rocket tube in 
his charge. 
On the following day, in company with Lieutenant Sealy, I measured the advanced camp, and found the wall 
and ditch to be 1,000 yards in length, and the camp 380 in depth. 
The wall was loopholed for musketry and carried back at each flank to prevent an attack from those directions. 
The inner camp was very large, and had at one time contained 20,000 men, with their wives and slaves. The 
houses were well built of mud. This camp was strewn with food, arms, and articles of every sort, left by the 
Egbas in their flight. 
The number of the enemy op to us was estimated at about 7,000. 
Trusting my proceedings in this emergency will meet with your approval, I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. STAIR SANDYS, 





Cuass A. QA 
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Inclosure 2.in No. 139. 
Lieutenant Sandys to Commodore Wilmot. 


’ e “Ts ator,” Lagos, April , 1865. 
see ee to lay before you a full report of my proceedings I last addressed you on the 
Mare 
Hee Selon ee © eaten” ctvived fiom ww wiateadl on the merahig of the 19% Merch, ond J 
. with her, receiving back Mr. Child, Master’s Assistant, who had been lent to her some months 
since. 


On the arrival of the homeward mail on the 14th I crossed the bar, taking out Mr. Henry Eales, Surgeon 
(for service in gun-boats in Lagoons), who was invalided the previous day. 

On the 16th, at the request of the Jieutenant-Governor, I proceeded to Itoiki Creek, to await the return of 
Mr. Maxwell, Assistant-Paymaster, who had with my permission proceeded with a special message from the 
Governor to the Kings of Ijebu, Remo, and Ibadan. On the 22nd I returned tu l.agos, the Egbas havin 
a a the farms immediately opposite Lagos, and being only restrained by one of their hea 

oguns or War . 

On the following day the Governor proceeded in the Colonial steamer “* Eyo Honesty” to Ikorodu, the 
people of which place implored his assistance against the Egbas, who besieged them with a large force. 

I again to Itoiki Creek on the 24th, and the next night.Mr. Maxwell returned from Ibadan, 
bringing with him Mrs. Hinderer, the wife of a Missionary at that place; Mr. Hinderer and his wife have been 
cut off all communication from Lagos for five years. On the following morning I returned to Lagos. 

On the night of the 27th, most urgent requests for help having been received from Ikorodu, the Governor 
called a Special Council, of which he requested me to be a member, and it was then decided to re-assume the 
Protectorate of Ikorodu, and prevent its falling into the hands of the Egbas, as, should this take place, the whole 
of the surrounding country would be involved in war and the trade at Lagos destroyed. 

His Excellency called upon me to inform him what assistance I could render him, and I replied, “ All that 
laid in my power,” the officer commanding the troops giving the same answer. 

It was further decided that on the morrow the troops should be conveyed to Ikorodu, and the Egbas allowed 
twenty-four hours to raise the siege and return home. 

in the forenoon of the 28th I embarked all the available troops together with baggage and ammunition, and 
proceeded to Ikorodu, where Her Majesty's ship ‘ Handy,” tender, was already anchored. The town is situated 
about one mile and a half inland, and at the nearest point the troops were disembarked, and marched up to the town. 

I, myself, landed with all our available force, consisting of six officers, ten of our white crew, and seventeen 
kroomen, taking charge of the rocket tubes. 

The following morning a message was sent to the Egbas, giving them twenty-four hours to abandon the 
siege and return home ; to this message they returned an answer, saying that they did not care for the Governor, 
and would eat up any i he sent against them; they also fired two guns at the messenger as he returned. 

The Commanding Officer of the troops then arranged with the Baloguns of Ikorodu to meet them with their 
people, prepared tu attack in one hour outside the walls. 

At 930 a.M., fire was opened from the two 12-pounder rocket tubes with great effect, the range being 
1,500 yards. 

At 11°30 a.m. the Egba camp was stormed, and the Egbas (who numbered about 7,000) were in full flight, 
throwing away their arms, ammunition, Xc., and closely pursued by the Ikorodus; our whole force was 273, and 
for particulars of the action I beg to refer you to my despatch of the Ist April, 1865. 

On the 30th March, Ikorodu being safe, the troops were embarked and conveyed back to Lagos. 

I beg to inclose herewith copy of a letter received from the Lieutenant-Governor tendering his thanks to the 
officers and men employed. 

In compliance with a requisition from his Excellency the Governor, I left Lagos on the Ist April for Porto 
Novo, returning to this place on the 6th instant. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. STAIR SANDYS. 





No. 140. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Rattlesnake,” Sierra Leone, April 19, 1865. 
IN reply to their Lordships’ letter of the 15th July, 1864, I have the honour to 
submit, for their information, copies of letters from Commander Lindsay, of the 
“ Zebra,” and Mr. Josh. Dawson, merchant at Whydah, relative to the black irls 
resented to the Queen by the King of Dahomey; and | have to request their 

Lordiliige? further instructions in this matter. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 140. 


Commander Lindsay to Commodore Wilmot. 


Sir, “ Zebra,” Sierra Leone, April \1, 1865. 

IN compliance with your orders I proceeded to Whydah, arriving there on the 14th of January last, for the 
purpose of receiving on board, for passage to Sierra Leone, the two girls, natives of Wahomey, belonging to the 
Queen. : 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 91 


I have the honour to inform you that, on my communicating with Mr. Bernasko on the subject, I received 
the inclosed letter, which I now forward for your \° 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) C. G. LINDSAY. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 140. 


Mr. Dawson to Commander Lindsay. 
My dear Sir, , January 17, 1865. 


ACCORDING to your request, or rather that of the Commodore, the two girls belonging to the Queen have 
been called in the presence of myself, Captain Fry, of the Bristel barque “Foam,” and Mr. Croft, Agent of the 
African merchants, and asked to be prepared against your next coming here to go up to Sierra Leone, where they 
will be taken care of, and oes attention shall be paid to them, 

They unanimously to change their present position for another, being as comfortable in their present 

ition as they could wish, because they have acquainted themselves with Mr. Bernasko and family, and therefore 
ae you will allow them to remain where they are. 


Begging, &c. 
(Signed) 7 JOSH. DAWSON. 





No. 141. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Hammond.—(Received May 24.) 


Sir, Admiralty, May 18, 1865. 
WITH reference to your letters of the 18th November and 10th December last, 
I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit here- 
with, for the information of Karl Russell, copy of a letter, dated the 20th ultimo, 
from Commodore Wilmot, with its inclosures from Commander Ruxton, of the 
“Pandora,” reporting the opening of trade in the River Bonny, and the result of 
his visit to King Bell, of the Cameroons. 
I am, &c. 
(Signed) W. G. ROMAINE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 141. 


Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Rattlesnake,” Sierra Leone, April 20, 1865. 

1. THEIR Lordships will receive with mach satisfaction the accompanying reports of Commander Ruxton of 
the “ Pandora,” with respect to his proceedings in the River Bonny and Ca:neroons. 

2. I was quite certain that this officer would carry out my instructions to him with zeal, judgment, and 
ability, and I strongly recommend him to the favourable notice of their Lordships for his conduct and excellent 
management on this occasion. 

3. The trade of the River Bonny far exceeds that of all the other rivers put together, and hence the material 
importance of its being again re-opened and friendly feelings established. 

4. I feel quite certain that the adjustment of these difficulties so happily accomplished by Commander Ruxton, 
an officer of twenty-two vears’ standing, will smooth the way for increased trade, and prevent for the future any 
more of those difficulties between King and traders which have wae so long a period. 

have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 141. 


Commander Ruston to Commodore Wilmot. 


Sir, “ Pandora,” at Sea, off the Cameroons, March 28, 1865. 
IT is with inexpressible satisfaction that I am able to inform you of the complete adjustment of the serious 

difficulties which arisen in the Bonny River between Her Majesty’s Government and the King and Chiefs of 
that river, and between the British saigieeate and the people of that town. 

The Commodore commanding was kind enough to state that “he trusted to my knowledge of the African 
charaeter, and my judgment and ability for this h gpocce service.” 

I am at all times happy to carry with me the Sred spies of my superiors, but on this occasion I am afraid 
have scarcely deserved it ; ae being the only quality I displayed. 

Her Majesty's ship “ ” made the Bonny Bar at noon on the 17th of March, having learnt at 
that trade was and the merchant-vessels strictly cut off from all communication with the people of the 
7 not even fishing canoes allowed alongside them, and the English in their turn blockaded on board their 


In order to avoid detention and the chances, if not certainty, of being refused a pilot by the King, I attempted 
and in safety crossed the Bar, and anchored off the ton af Saat a a 
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Three of the supercargoes immediately called on me and informed me that the King was four miles down the 
river at Juju Town. I at once dispatched an officer to him with Inclosures Nos. 4 and 5. His answer (No. 6) was 
inadmissible. I merely sent my boat down for him next morning with Inclosure No. 7, and, as I expected, His 
Majesty came up the river to me. 

From 10 till 4 I read and quietly explained the documents to him (a short résumé of the conversation will 
appear in Inclosure No. 13 a explanation to the Chiefs at the grand palaver.) But finding that I was met with 
nothing but nothing but shuffling and evasion, I made a signal for the supercargoes of the vessels, and they all 
agreeing with me on the subject, that is, considering that Pepple’s proposed method of paying the fine, vis., 
hypothecating the “comey" or Customs of the ships of two firms, was not the method desired by Her — ’s 
Government to be adopted, and feeling certain that the King had not made the Chiefs accurately acquain with 
the question, I ordered a palaver for Monday, 20th, as you will see by Inclosures Nos. 10, 11, and 12, though 
I well knew that Consul Burton had not been able to get the King to attend on board Her Majesty's ship “ Jaseur,” 
and had seized him and brought him on board to that ship, and that only nine weeks ago the King and three or 
four Chiefs were only got on board by Her Majesty's ship “‘ Lee” running up the creek opposite the town with 
her people at quarters; yet I did not despair, and at 10 o'clock the great canoes with twenty puddles of a side 
were in motion, and soon at least ten of the principal Chiefs were on board. 

On the arrival of the King, the authority from Foreign Office and the Commander-in-chief, under which I 
was acting, being read, I made the inclosed statement, of which No. 13 is a short résumé. 

At the expiration of the quarter of an hour allowed, the Chiefs promised full satisfaction, and begged pardon, 
the King Pepple bolding back to the last moment. 

I inclose a copy of their apology and promise to pay (Inclosures Nos. 14 and 15). 

A fortunate circumstance which I was lucky enough to turn to account had a share in deciding this long- 
pending matter. A large ship was seen coming round the point about six miles distant; I instantly dispatched a 
cutter to order her to anchor and approach no nearer the town. Showing and carrying out in their own presence 
what a blockade was, had the very best effects. 

Much as I was loth to remain in an unhealthy place like the Bonny, yet I determined to take the responsibility ; 
for it appeared so necessary to keep up the position I had taken and to stop all trade (Inclosure No. 16) and commu- 
nication with the shore till the last puncheon of oil was paid, that I made up mind to remain till my instructions 
were thoroughly carried out, and trade re-opened and harmony established. The earnest solicitation of the 
merchants made me more willing to carry out my own views. 

I have no hesitation in saying that this heavy fine, paid with such exertion and rapidity by every head of a 
family in Bonny, afier their repeated declarations that they would not pay, will cause our traders to be respected 
and give certainty and security to our commerce, and be talked of in every native village from Lagos to the 
Cameroons. I hope this lasting lesson to the natives may not make our merchants overbearing in their turn. 

The King Pepple threw every obstacle in his power in my way, and quibbled over every word with the 
dignity of a costermonger and the ‘cuteness of an Old Bailey lawyer. 

On the contrary, the Chiefs, who entirely paid the fine, and are the principal losers, whilst doing their best to 
make good terms for themselves, spoke fairly and calmly, and much to the point. I should not complete my duty 
here if I did not say that I consider the fiue as levied in the first place as too large, and I would humbly beg of 
you to submit to Her Majesty's Government the advisability of reducing one half all the fines as laid down by the 
Treaty. 

The King and Chiefs on the one side, and the Court of Equity on the other, would have less difficulty in 
levying a fine of 100/. than 200/., and also less difficulty in adjudging it if against their own side. 

I was prepared at any moment, should there have been any symptoms of slackness in paying the oil, to run 
the ship up the creek merely to remind the porte that I was still in earnest. 

Such a measure was not required, and I am happy to say that on no occasion from first to last have I even 
made use of any show of force. 

As the fruits of my successful endeavours, I have the honour to forward for your perusal and satisfaction, and 
I hope that of Her Majesty's Government, the letter of apology (Inclosure No. 14), my letter remitting one-half 
the fine (Inclosure No. 17), and copy of receipt to the Chiefs for the fine (No. 18), and bills for 1,050. 5s. 

Not having any instructions on the subject I was somewhat at a loss how to proceed with respect to the 
oil paid. | 

Pela without the necessary facilities, boilers, coopers, casks, staves, and taking into consideration the freight 
per ton to England, commission, brokerage, wharf dues, and also the detention it would cause to my proceeding 
on other service tili arrangements could be completed, I publicly advertised a sale by auction, and desired 
Mr. Wood, Assistant-Paymaster in charge, to sell the whole in ten luts to the highest bidders for the benefit of 
the Crown. 

I have transmitted the first of the bills of exchange to Messrs. Hallett and Ommanney, bankers, 14, Great 
George-street, Westminster, where the money lies at the disposal of Her Majesty's grog 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) W. F. RUXTON. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 141. 
Commander Ruston to the British Merchants in the Bonny River. 


Gentlemen, “ Pandora,” Bonny, March 17, 1865. 

I HAVE been selected by the Commodore Commanding-in-chief on the West Coast of Africa to proceed 
to the River Bonny to arrange the disputes between the traders in that river and the Native Chiefs. 

2. The rapidity with which I was dispatched is a sufficient proof to you of the anxious desire of the Home 
Government and of the Commodore that these differences should be arranged, and trade once more resumed, on 
principles of fairness and equity between both parties. <o- . 

3. It is my intention to summon the King and Chiefs to a conference as soon as I have inquired fully into the 
matter, and I rely on you, gentlemen, to give me your utmost assistance in bringing the matter to a conclusion, for 
the interests of your owners, for your own credit, and for the honour of the country to which we belung. 


I remain, &e. 
(Signed) W. F. RUXTON. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 141. 
Commander Ruston to the King and Chiefs of the Bonny. 


I, WILLIAM FITZHERBERT RUXTON, Royal Navy, Commander of Her Majesty's ship “ Pandora,” 
have been selected by Commodore Arthur Parry Eardley Wilmot to proceed to your river and put an end to the 
disputes between you and the British traders. 

Your letters forwarded by Lieutenant Lang reached the Commodore commanding on the 17th of February ; 
I was instantly dispatched to arrange the payment of the fine levied by Captain Burton, and to see justice done to 
you as well as by you. 

I am instructed to say that England will not allow a Treaty to be broken in the smallest particulars; and 
should the Chiefs still persist in their obstinacy, they must beware of her power. 

When I have inquired fully into the matter, I shgll request you to come on board this ship for a conference, 
at which the payment of the fine must be arranged. 

The question of “‘comey ” or Customs may then be discussed ; and you may depend upon it that full justice 
and fair payment shall be made to you consistently with the Treaty of 83rd October, 1850. 

(Signed) W. F. RUXTON. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 141. 


Commander Ruzxton to Pepple, King of the Bonny. 


Sir, “ Pandora,” Bonny River, Friday, March 17, 1865. 

I AM sent to finish this palaver; it must be done at once. You see that neither the Commodore nor the 
Foreign Office have answered your letters. 

‘ ge are getting tired of you and your childish nonsense ; but you shall be listened to, and I will do my best 
to help you. 

I should like to see yourself and two or three Chiefs quietly to-morrow, about 9 a.M., to talk over the 
matter ; and after I have heard what you have to say, I will call a big palaver for Monday or Tuesday, and will 
give you my decision. You have sense enough to see that, if once we begin, you will not lose a few casks of 
oil, but everything you have. For sometimes English Chiefs get angry as well as Bonny Chiefs, and English 
Chiefs are strongest, as you very well know. 

Your true friend, 
(Signed) W. F. RUXTON. 


P.S.—I will send my own boat for you to-morrow at 9. I hope to see you, and will treat you a ag 
W. F. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 141. 
Pepple, King of the Bonny, to Commander Ruston. 


Sir, | Juju Town, Friday, March ‘7, 1865. 

I AM in receipt of your two letters of this evening, and am willing to come according to request ; only Consul 
Burton when he came here last seized me and would not let me go for a long time, which makes me afraid: but if 
you will send one of your officers to stop on shore until my return, I will come. 

' Your true friend, 
(Signed) PEPPLE. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 141. 
Commander Ruxton to Pepple, King of the Bonny. 

Sir, “ Pandora,” Serving, Marek 18, 1865. 

YOU know that if I pass my word that you are safe here as in your own house, you shall go just when you 
please ; to leave any one in your place would be to admit that I cannot be believed, and officers in the Queen's navy 
do not break their word. } 

I have nothing to do with Consul Burton, but am acting under orders from England given me through the 
Commodore. 


Yours, &e. 
(Signed) W. F. RUXTON. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 141. 
Fepple, King of the Bonny, to Commodore Wilmot. 


Sir Bonny om, Sev 18, i865. 

” ‘THE inclosed is extract from Foreign Office, viz., Earl Russell, Secretary of State for G3 Affairs, dated 
22nd February, 1864, delivered to me on the 11th January, 1865, by Lieutenant Commander O. T. Lang, of Her 
Majesty’s sloop of war “ Jee,” does not give any orders or instructions to enforce on me any fine or payment, nor 
do 1 see by what authority the said fine is inflicted. 

The above named extract merely refers and intimates that I am to withdraw or desist from a. — for. 


Crass A. 
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advance, which I should not have demanded had not the snpercargoes given their consent and signatures in a 
memorandum of agreement made by themselves with Bonny Chiefe, dated October 12, 1863, copy of which I 
also iaclose with of my letter to Consul Burton, dated April 20, 1864. 

To conclude, I can find no reason for paying any fine, therefore cannot pay. I have no doubi you will see 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) PEPPLE. 





Inclosure 9 in No. 141. 


Mr. Hammond to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Extract. Foreign Office, February 22, 1864. 

I AM to request that you will move their Lordships to cause copies of these papers to be communicated to 
the officer in command of Her Majesty's naval forces on the African station, with instructions to vend a cruiser to 
the River Bonny to intimate to King Pepple that he must at once desist from the demands which form the subject 
of _— on the part of the African Association, and the officer entrusted with this mission should also be 
di to protect British traders in refusing to comply with the unjust demands made upon them by the King. 





Inclosure 10 in No. 141. 
Commander Ruxton to Pepple, King of the Bonny. 


Sir, “ Pandora,” Bonny River, March 18, 1865. 

I BEG you will attend a meeting of the Chiefs of Bonny and the British merchants on board this ship at 
9°30 a.m. to settle the manner in which the fine levied by Consul Burton, in accordance with the Treaty of 1850, 
and since approved of by Earl Russell, should be paid. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. F. RUXTON. 





Inclosure 11 in No. 141. 
Commander Ruxton to the Chiefs of Bonny. 


Gentlemen, “ Pandora,” Bonny River, March 19, 1865. 

I REQUEST that you will come on board this ship at 9°30 on Monday morning to meet King Pepple and 
the merchants trading in the Bonny River, to settle the payment uf the fine imposed by Consul Burton, and 
approved of by Earl Russell, which I am sent here by the Commodore commanding s collect. 

have, &c. 
(Signzd) W. F. RUXTON. 








Inclosure 12 in No. 141. 


Commander Ruxton to the Chiefs of the Bonny. 


Gentlemen, “ Pandora,” Bonny River, March 19, 1865. 
WITH reference to my letter of yesterday desiring you to come on board, I hear that you are afraid you 
will be detained. 
We never get people on board as friends and keep them against their will. 
When you please to leave this ship to-morrow you may go; I pass my word. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. F. RUXTON. 





Inclosure 13 in No. 141. 


Résumé of the Statement made at a Meetiny g. the King, British Merchants, and Ciiefs of Bonny, by 
Commander Ruston, on behalf of Her Majesty's Government, to the said King and Chiefs. 


THIS is a Queen's palaver, not Captain or Consul. I am acting under these direct orders from England and 
the Commodore. 

You see by what I have read that Earl Russell approves of the whole fine, viz., 240 puncheons, as levied by 
Consul Burton, and the Commodore has sent me here to enforce it. If necessary more ships are ready. 

I found out here that Inclosure No. 4 had never been forwarded to the Chiefs, and I have every reason to 
believe that he (the King) has played us false all through the affair. 

I sent for and spoke to the King quietly on Saturday. I carefully explained the twelve infractions of the 
Treaty which I now read to you, and which I do not believe he ever explained to you. 

fter a time he said that he was wrong, ially about stopping the trade for advance of comey (it was 

simply a loan that the traders had a right to refuse or not), Then he begged me to come to some arrangement 
with 


him. 
I told him that if he would write a letter acknowledging the fine, and promise to pay it, admitting he was 
wrong, and promise better behaviour for the future, I would his letter into consideration, and if one-half (120 
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puncheons) was paid, I would remit the other half. I told him I would take his word and that of the principal 
for to be paid in a reasonable time. 
@ told me he would not apply to the Chiefs ; that he would pay the amount by pledging the comey of the 

ships of Messrs. Tyson, Richmond, and Co., and Messrs. Harrison and Co. 

that would not do, it would not pay the fine in four years, and that the Government would not 
Sigeeel a 6 wend dor tease Retitonen | when Shor sane aE ond 

Lond abhor npc wae bape lone AS gota de beds Brg we py Barnard : 
SF 08 See SE ie ee ae es » it is just false. 

it stands. 

Now listen all. On Saturday this might have been settled. You wanted a d palaver, and now have 
y to Ding qual Vehovlons, ook 


$ 


FF 


From this day no comey paid tothe King for any ship by our traders is legal, and I warn all traders that 
they may be called on by Her Majesty’s Government to ind it to the Government, or to such person as they 
may hereafter appoint to receive it as King, Head Chief, or Regent of Bonny. I give you a quarter of an hour 
to decide whether you — my proposition or not. In that time I shall be ready for you. 

Dated on board Her Majesty's ship “ Pandora,” River Bonny, the 20th March, 1865. 

(Signed) W. F. RUXTON, Commander R.N. 





Inclosure 14 in No. 141. 


Letter of Apology. 
vf * Pandora,” March 19, 1865. 


WE, the undersigned King and Chiefs of Bonny, having had the twelve infractions of the Treaty of 
October 1850, explained to us by Captain Ruxton, Her Majesty’s ship “ Paandora,” promise to pay the amount 
levied, viz., 240 puncheons of ‘alate palm oil. 

We humbly beg you to take our case into consideration, and, if possible, decrease the amount to be paid. 

We hope that you will express our regret and sorrow to Her Majesty's Government for having occasioned so 


much trouble. 
(Signed) PEPPLE, King of Bonny. 
his 
MANILLA > PEPPLE. 


‘ mark. 


his 
ANNIE »* PEPPLE. 
mark. 


his 
ADDA % ALLISON. 


mark, 


his 
WOGO & DAPPA. 
mark, 


his 
TILLIBO 
mark. 





Inclosure 15 in No. 141. 


Agreement between Commander W. F. Ruxton, 4 Majesty's ship “ Pandora,” and the King and Chiefs 
of Bonny. 


WE, the King and Chiefs of Bonny, hereby promise to put on buard such ships as we may be directed to, 
120 puncheons of saleable palm oil, 38 x42, and a fine of 20 puncheons for every twenty-four hours after noon 
on Monday the 27th of March, 1865. 
Dated on board Her Majesty's ship “‘ Pandora,’ Bonny River, the 20th day of March, 1865. 
(Signed) PEPPLE, rod of Bonny. 
is 
MANILLA > PEPPLE. 
mark 


his 
ANNIE  PEPPLE. 
mark. 
his : 
ADDA >» ALLISON. 
mark, 


his 
WOGO  DAPPA. 
mark. 
his 
TILLIBO 
mark. 


ign the receipt, trade shall be opened. 
The moment I sign the receipt, (Signed) a 4 F. RUXTON, Commander, H.M.S. “ Pandora.” 
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Inclosure 16 in No. 141. 
Commander Ruston to the British Merchants, River Bonny. 
Gentlemen, “ Pandora,” River Bonny, March 21, 1865. 


_ IN pursuance of the agreement made yesterday, it is my direction that there is to be no trade or communica- 
tion held with any of the natives until the whole fine be received, 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) W. F. RUXTON. 





Inclosure 17 in No. 141. 
Commander Ruxton to the Chiefs of the Bonny. 


Gentlemen. “ Pandora,” Bonny River, March 21, 1865. 

1 HAVE taken into my most serious consideration your explanations and letters of apology, and by virtue of 
the authority vested in me I hereby forgive you the one half, viz., 120 puncheons of the fine inflicted in 
March 1864. 

I have not the slightest doubt that now I have your promise it will be all paid without any further difficulty, 
and trade shall be opened and I hope that all it-feeling may cease between the people of Boany and the 
British traders in the river. 

Yam, &c. 
(Signed) W. F. RUXTON. 





Inclosure 18 in No. 141. 


Receipt. 


RECEIVED from the King and Chiefs of Bonny, 120 puncheons of palm oil in full payment of fine levied 
on them for breach: s of ‘'reaty, by Her Majesty’s Government in March 1864. 
Given under my hand, on board Her Majesty's ship ‘‘ Pandora,” River Bonny, this 27th March, 1865. 
(Signed) W. F. RUXTON, Commander. 





Inclosure 19 in No. 141. 
Commander Ruzxton to the King, Supercaryoes, and Chiefs of the Bonny. 


I HEREBY declare that the stoppage of trade in this river ordered by Lieutenant Lang of Her Majestv’s 
ship ‘‘ Lee” in consequence of the non-payment of the fine Jevied by Consul Burton in March 1864, for breaches 
of the Treaty of October 1850, is at an end, and trade may commence from this day. 

Given under my hand, on Her Majesty's ship “ Pandora,” Bonny River, 27th March, 1865. 

(Signed) W. F. RUXTON, Commander. 





Inclosure 20 in No. 141. 


Commander Ruxton to Commodore Wilmot. 


Sir, Pandora,” at Sea, off the Cameroons, March 28, 1865. 

I HAVE inquired into the alleged infractions of Treaty on the part of the merchants by the King, as stated 
in Inclosures Nos. 21, 25, and 26, and am of opinion, — 

1. That he has no claim by Treaty for any fine or dues whatever as regards the barque ‘*Celma.” She is 
aground outside the strip of land ceded to British merchants certainly, but below low water mark spring tides. 
The rent he demanded for her, viz, 119/., for the time she would last. is absurd. 

2. The Treaty being carelessly drawn up specifies no standard value for bars, end I hope my plan of paying 
the “ comey” in money at the old rate of 6d. a bar in the event of the King refusing the goods as per ‘l'reaty may 
be found to answer. 

8. It appears to-me out of the question that the supercargoes should be obliged to take bills of lading, 
registers, &c , down tu Juju Town; it is four miles from Bonny up a creek difficult to approach. ani would lead to 
needless exposure on the part of the merchan:s. If the King chooses to reside there he must appoint a receiver at 
Bonny Town. 

1. The Court of Equity have agreed to pay half pilotage in the event of ships not taking a pilot, but state, I 
think fairly, that they will acknowledge no law to pay the extra dash, merely will make the present if well 
satisfied. 

5. The Chiefs complain that equal justice is not always given to white and black by the Court of Equity. 

1 inclose a resolution of the Court promising that they will do so (Inclosure No. 31). 

6. The Chiefs complain of the conduct of Mr. Massey, agent for Messrs. Horstall. They say he treats 
them with contempt, but agree as to the perfect fairness of his dealings, and state they will not stop Messrs. 
Horsfall’s trade, but won't trade with Mr. Massey. 

I endeavoured, and I hope successfully, to heal the breach. 

7. They accuse Mr. Froggat, agent for Messrs. Hatton and Cookson, of unfair dealings. The Court have 
promised to arrange this matter. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. F. RUXTON. 
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Inclosure 21 in No. 141. 


Pepple, King of the Bonny, to Commodore Wilmot. 


ir, Bonny Town, March 18, 1865. 

I THINK it also desirable to bring under your observation the following complaints, &c. :— 

1. Some of the supercargoes on my application to them for payment of comey, look upon it as some paltry, 
troublesome and disagreeable task, and sometimes will not pay comey until two or three weeks after the ship's 
— and even when they do pay will not, as stated in the Treaty of October 3, 1850, pay it in bars but in 
puncheon goods. 

2. Is another thing that the hulk ‘‘ Celma,” contrary to Article VILL of the said Treaty, has been grounded 
beyond the given limits, and must be either paid for or removed. 

3. Mr. John Massey, agent for Messrs. Charles Horsfall and Sons, Liverpool, for opening trade and 
starting oil on the —— “Pride of Canada,” without either coming, showing, or settling with me about her 
tonnage and comey, although I wrote him; also opening trade without my knowledge, and refusing to show 
tonnage and bills of lading of oil shipped on the “Sparkling Wave,” until I applied to the Chairman of the 
Equity Court, viz., J. N. Todd, Esq., July 29, 1864, on the former case, and October 22, 1864, on the 
latter. Make four several infringements of Article IV of the Treaty of October 3, 1850, and ought to be 
treated as such by payment of twenty puncheons of saleable palm oil for each of such several infringements. 

4. And, moreover, Mr. J. N. Todd for not coming to settle with me about comey of his ship ‘* Manners 
Sutton,” notwithstanding I wrote him a day after its arrival, January 3, 1865, thereby violates Article IV of 
the already named Treaty of October 3, 1850, and is liable to pay twenty puncheons of saleable palm oil. 

The Commodore A. P. E. Wilmot, R.N., C.B., will see from the above the unjust and illegal dealings of 
the supercargoes, and I hope his enforcing payment of said fines to me will follow. : 

have, &e. 
(Signed) PEPPLE. 





Inclosure 22 in No. 141. 


Mr. Cotterell to Commander Ruxton. 


Sir, Hulk “ Celma,” March 19, 1865. 
IN answer to King Pepple’s claim on Messrs. Tyson, Richmond, and Jones, respecting the hulk ‘“ Celma” 
not being beached within the limits specitied in the Treaty of 1850, I beg to state the hulk “Celma” was in a 
sinking state, and with a valuable cargo could not possibly have heen placed within the limits without risking the 
safety of the ship and cargo before mentioned. She is below low-water mark, and [ cannot see on what grounds 
King Pepple’s claim could be entertained. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) H. COTTERELL, 
Agent to Messrs. Tyson, Richmond and Jones, of Liverpool. 





Inclosure 23 in No. 141. 


Mr. Massey to Commander Ruzton. 


Sir, “ Mississippi,” River Bonny, March 20, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of copy of a letter from Pepple, King of the Bonny, to Commo- 
dore Wilmot, and forwarded to you for transmission, complaining of certain alleged violations of the Treaty of 
October 8, 1850, between the King and Chiefs of Bonny and Her Britannic Majesty’s Government. I have 

uested the agent of Messrs. Tyson ard Richmond to write a statement of the circumstances under which the 
«“ Gelma " was beached (which letter I inclose); and I beg to draw your attention to the fact that the Bonny 
Court of Equity and the African Association regret that this claim should have been put forward, as there is no 
foundation or justice in Pepple's complaint. ; ; ~ 

With regard to clause No. 3 of Pepple’s letter, it has been repeatedly decided, and copies of such decisions 
forwarded to Pepple by the Chairman for the time being, that ships’ registers are the property of the ship alone, 
and cannot be taken to Ju-Ju Town ners the King has taken up his residence) on any ager whatever, but 
that each agent should show to the King, or any party authorized by him, on his sending the register of any ship 
entitled to pay comey. I beg to inclose copy of a letter forwarded to the King by the Chairman of the Court, 
dated October 22, 1864. . . . ; 

With regard to clause 4 of Pepple’s letter, I beg to give you the following extract from Article 1V of said 
Treaty of October 3, 1850: “ The comey to be tendered upon the ship’s arrival, or as soon after as convenient.” 
The ship ** Manners Sutton” arrived January 3, and Her Majesty's steam-cruizer “ Lee” arrived January 7, upon 
which followed a total stoppage of trade; so that I am at a loss to see on what grounds Pepple has cause of 
complaint. 

"i would also beg to call your attention to the fact that Pepple, by making such frivolous complaints, seeks ta 
escape the punishment awarded to him by Her — mg Government for violated Treaties. 
am, &c, 
(Signed) J. MASSEY, Acting Chairman, Court of Equity, 





Inclosure 24 in No. 141. 


Mr. Babington to Pepple, King of the Bonny. 
Sir, * Princess Royal,” Bonny, October 22, 1864. 
AT a meeting of the Court of Equity held yesterday, Mr. Massey stated to the Court exactly what you 
have said in your letter. 


oLass A. 2C 
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aches Pf adeseen to aphiong pclae yednatboce teers Gln nebaaag It was also the unani- 
mous opinion of all the members that if you were not satisfied Mr. Massey's affirmation, that you should, 
= oe or by proxy, be fully informed by the Chairman of the cout, being poate lb ch time 
ing, to prove to you, or to an may send, w ister ton! “ Spark] 
Wan” eal ee viel ean 0) dakaes baa.” tna a ~ 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) W. BABINGTON, Chairman of the Court. 





Inclosure 25 in No. 141. 
Pepple, King of the Bonny, to Commander Ruston. 


Sir, Bonny, March 22, 1865. 

ONE clause in my letter you did not sufficiently explain to the supercargoes was, that the Treaty of 1850 
says, that comey is to be paid in bars, and not in sone He goods. I hope you will therefore please to give them 
stringent instructions to pay comey in bars, and they must be fully aware that any one who violates said Treaty in 
the least Article shall be made to pay me the usual fine of twenty puncheons of saleable palm oil, as the Treaty was 
made to bind them as well as us. 

I beg ye will also be kind enough to send me copy of Earl Russell’s letter in which he disapproves of my 
conduct, and recommends the payment of the fine, &c. rl Russell is not right in censuring or finding fault in 
my conduct, as had I not been a good ruler, my subjects would not have sent for my speedy restoration to the 
kingdom of Bonny. 

To conclude, | beg that you will not forget your promise to have my two letters of the 18th instant laid 
before Earl Russell, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, as also this. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) PEPPLE. 





Inclosure 26 in No. 141. 


Pepple, King of the Bonny, to Commander Ruzton. 


Sir, Bonny, March 24, 1865. 

I HUMBLY thank you for the two letters you forwarded! me per my son to-day, and in reply to the remarks 
you made him about comey. 

1 wish it (the comey) to be paid in bars as stated in Treaty of 1850. I have nothing to do with what they 
(the supercargoes) paid for comey while I was away, I can only account for myself. I know that before my 
absence to England comey was tended me in bars, and since my return most of the comey I have had on advance 
beforehand, or else would have had all paid in bars ; indeed it will be very unfair to have the Treaty altered in one 
Article and not in the other. However, the matter, I presume, will show itself more clearly to you on your perusal 
of the inclosed extract of letter from African Association, Liverpool, dated September 23, 1864. 

Another complaint that I am desired to bring before your notice is by Omonie Brown, head pilot. 

Consul Beecroft, when he came and put the buoys at the Bonny Bar, ordered, that any ship coming iu without 
the pilot to pay half pilotage, and any ship coming in by aid of the pilot to pay whole pilotage, and the pilot men 
dash 10 pieces of cloth, 2 kids of bread, 2 pieces of beef, 2 gallons of rum, | packet of caps, and 2 blue shirts. 
Some of the captains do more injury by being in a hurry to get out to sea, and in such cases will take no heed to 
the advice of the pilot, and heave anchor, and get about ship without waiting for a good wind and tide. ‘The 
barque “ Laughing Water,” for instance, was lost by the captain of that vessel in the same manner. ° 

The above-named dashes the supercargoes have entirely abolished, and have reduced the pilotage. 

1 beg therefore you will look into these matters, as also have this laid before Earl Russell, Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) PEPPLE. 





Inclosure 27 in No. 141. 
Commander Ruzton to Commodore Wilmot. 


, “‘ Pandora,” Bonny River, May 24, 1865. 

WITH reference to your letter dated Sierra Leone, February 14th, desiring me to inquire and arrange the 
comey to be paid for the future, I have the honour to inform you that the only complaint, and that not founded 
(though stated to be so) on the [Vth Article of the Treaty, is the one made by Pepple in section No. 1, of Inclosure 
No, 21. I have most attentively considered and inquired into the matter, and am of opinion that it is not requisite 
to disturb existing arrangements—guiefas non movere; but have suggested that in the event of the usual comey 
being refused on the plea of insufficiency by the King, the customs be tendered in legal money at the rate of 6d. a 
bar, five bars to a ton 2s. 6d., by supercargo or captain, and that tender be considered final. 

I inclose the correspondence with the Court of Equity and with the Kinz on the subject. 

I have endeavoured to put everything brought before me on a fair footing, and, as far as lay in my power, to 
act the part of peacemaker among a number of litigious spirits. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. F. RUXTON. 





” 
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Inclogure 28 in No, 141. 
Commander Ruston to Pepple, King of the Bonny. 


Sir, “ Pandora,” Bonny River, March 27, 1865. 

_. EN answer to your letter respecting eomey, dated 22nd March, 1865, that as far as I am able to collect 
evidence,— 
Ist. That the comey is paid now in the same manner and sort of goods as it has been in for the last ten 
years. The Treaty states that it is to be five bars of a fair assortment of the cargo of the ship. 

2nd. Iu the event uf your not approving of the goods tendered, the supercargoes have agreed, at my 
suggestion, to pay in English money at the usual rate of 6d. a bar, or five bars 2s. 6d. per ton, and that money 
being in all conntries legal tender must be conclusive, 

You must remember that comey customs or duties are paid to Kings and rulers in return for protection and 
safety to the persons and goods of those paying. Now the cask-houses on shore are entered, and shakes, and even 
clothes, stolen constantly by people residing in Bonny, and it is very difficult to get these thieves punished, and 
partly from your absence from the town and other causes no justice is procurable. This must be remedied. 

- eg in conformity with your wishes, I will transmit to the Commodore to be forwarded to the 
0 ce. 
have given the receipt for the fine 120 puncheons, and removed the prohibition placed on trade by 
Lieutenant Lang, Her Majesty's ship “ Lee.” 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. F. RUXTON. 





Inclosure 29 in No. 141. 
Commander Ruxton to the British Merchants, River Bonny. 


Gentlemen, “ Pandora,” River Bonny, March 22, 1865. 

I AM deputed to inquire into any difficulties respecting the adjustment of the payment of comey to the King 
of Bonny. 

ny I request you to call a meeting of the agents in the river, and inform me if in their opinion any changes 
could be made with advantage? I may at the same time bring to your recollection that the Chiefs made no 
complaint on their side on the subject. Tne King, however, in his letter, of which the inclosed is a copy, states, 
«Traders do not, as is required by Treaty, pay comey in bars, but in puncheon goods.” An explanation on this 
subject is required by Her Majesty’s Government. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. F. RUXTON. 





Inclosure 30 in No. 141. 
Commander Ruzxton to the British Merchants, River Bonny. 


Gentlemen, “ Pandora,” Bonny River, March 23, 1865. 
WITH reference to a letter dated the 22nd March, from ae relative to the question of comey in bars 
and puncheon goods, allow me to suggest that if, as by Article IV of Treaty, 5 bars, consisting of a fair assort- 
ment of the goods on board, are tendered by the supercargo and refused by the King, that the amount be 
tendered in money at the recognised rate of 6d. a bar, and if again refused, the supercargo shall consider he has 
fulfilled his side of the contract, and if his trade be stopped the King must be made — 
ave, &c. 
(Signed) W. F. RUXTON. 





Inclosure 31 in No. 141. 


Agreement. 


WE the members of the Court of Equity agree, m presence of Commander Ruxton and the Chiefs of Bonny, 
to exercise thorough and impartial justice between English and Natives on all occasions. 

We also agree that the accused and the Chiefs of whom he may claim protection are present at the trial. 

All complaints on either side to be submitted to the Court of Equity. 

Dated on board Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Pandora,” 27th March, 1865. 


(Signed by all the & ‘percargoes.) 
Original given to the Chiefs by me. 
(Signed) 


W. F. Ruxton. 





Inclosure 32 in No. 141. 
Commander Ruston to Commodore Wilmot. 
Sir, « Pandora,” Cameroon River, March 31, \65. 


"IN obedience to your orders I entered this river on Wednesday 28th instant, for the purpove of carrying out 
their Lordships’ instructions as contained in letters dated 21st November and 13th December, 1864. 
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On Thursday morning I saw the Chief Bell, and he, in the ene of Mr. Saker, the well-known missionary, 
entirely denied having at any time written any letter to Her Majesty or to Her Majesty’s Government either 
begging leave to come to England or making any complaint whatever, or causing or kno of any other person 
writing a letter in his name. 

I asked him if 1 could do anything for him, and he mentioned that a small present had been promised him by 
the Captain of a man-of-war for sending information and preventing the sailing of a slave-ship in 1860 or 1861 ; 
she was captured, but neither Mr. Saker or myself remember by whom. I have no doubt you remember the 
circumstance. 

It is politic to keep a penis of that sort, as it enables us to do without any regular cruizer in the rivers, and 
251. or 302. in goods would be a very handsome present. 

There are three Chiefs, Heads of towns, in the Cameroons independent of one another, all equally poor, and 
almost devoid of power. 

ere were no difficulties of any consequence to be arranged, and everything quiet and trade flourishing. 
ha 


ve, &e. 
(Signed) W. F. RUXTON. 





No. 142. 
Commander Douglas to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Torch,” Sierra Leone, May 1, 1865. 

J HAVE the honour to inform you, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, that shortly after leaving the River Gambia, on the 
afternoon of the 26th April, a sail was reported on the starboard bow. I altered 
course to close, and when within five or six miles, found her to be a topsail schooner, 
running to southward; shortly after this, I observed her to haul to the wind, and 
alter course to south-west. 

Closing on her fast, and when within about three miles, hoisted my colours ; 
the schooner not showing any, I warned her by firing a blank gun, but without 
effect ; after waiting ten minutes, | then enforced it by a second gun, shotted, and 
fired across her bows, being at this time within a mile of her. About seven minutes 
after the second gun the schooner showed French colours. 

Seriously doubting her nationality, on account of her altering her course, and 
not showing her colours until some minutes after the second gun had been fired, I 
hailed her, to say I would send a boat on board; she then hove-to, and I proceeded 
on board and inspected her papers. After a careful examination of them, I found 
her to be the French schooner ‘ Jeanne Baptiste,” of Marseilles, bound from Goree 
to Cascunanza. 

From the time the schooner hove-to to the time I left her was about twenty 
minutes. 

The master of the vessel, who was a black, could give me no reason for altering 
course, or not showing her colours, till after the second gun was fired. 

have, &c. 
(Signed) G. A. DOUGLAS. 





No. 143. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


“ Rattlesnake,” at Sea, Lat. 6° 0° N., Long. 13° 0’ E., 
, April 22, 1865. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward, for their Lordships’ information, copies of the 
translations of letters I have received from the French Commander-in-chief on 
various subjects. 

Their Lordships will observe that the services of the ‘“ Pandora,” Commander 
W. F. Ruxton, are especially alluded to by the French Admiral. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 


Sir, 





Inclosure 1 in No. 143. 


Rear-Admiral Laffon de Ladebat to Commodore Wilmot. 
Translation ) 
ir, “ Armorique,” January 23, 1865. 
I REGRET as much as yourself that circumstances have as yet prevented us from meeting, and I hope to 
be more fortunate tais year, and that I shall ultimately fall in with you. But as it is impossible for me to fix a 
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rendezvous, I take advantage of my passage to Cape Coast Castle to acknowledge the receipt of your last letter, 
ek no ey ‘ale sicieah aaals 
illingly accept the propositions ‘ou did me the honour of addressing to me ing a to 
be the means of commmanieation beteonk the English and French cruizers on the West Coast of Africa. I think 
that the flags of Marryat’s Telegraphic Code which are at present in use between the two navies might be 
advantageously employed for that purpose. In the meantime, until we shall have agreed upon the basis of this 
new code of signals, we can avail ourselves of Marryat's Telegraph, as heretofore. 1 nevertheless admit that this 
means of communication is insufficient, and I am fully disposed to adopt any suggestion which — may deem it 
advisable to make to me on this subject, the importance of which I understand as — as yourself. 
Be pleased, 
(Signed) LAFFON DE LADEBAT. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 143. 


Rear-Admiral Laffon de Ladebat to Commodore Wilmot. 
(Translation.) 


My dear Commodore, “ Armorique,” Sierra Leone, April 13, 1865. 

I CANNOT leave Sierra Leone without thanking you for the assistance you gave to the French merchant- 
ship “* Contesse de Brienne,” by sending the gun-vessel “ Pandora” to help to get her afloat ; and I shall represent 
this to the Minister of Marine to show him how friendly are the relations between the English and French navies 
on the West Coast of Africa. 

I eagerly seize, &c. 
(Signed) LAFFON DE LADEBAT. 





No. 144. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Rattlesnake,” off the Bonny, May 5, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for their Lordships’ information, the inclosed 

copies of letters sent by me to King Pepple and his Chiefs, as well as to Captain 
illiam Babington, Chairman of the Court of Equity, upon the occasion of my late 
visit to the Bonny. 

2. It is high time to stop the ridiculous conduct of these people upon all 
occasions when palavers are held. 

3. The King and his son Prince George have both been to England, and 
therefore know full well the value of time. ‘There was no excuse on this occasion, 
and I hope the lesson I read to them yesterday will have a favourable effect upon 
their future conduct. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 144. 
Commodore Wilmot to King Pepple. 


Your Majesty, “ Investigator,” River Bonny, May 4, 1865. 

1. I HAVE come to the Bonny at some inconvenience to myself to see your Majesty concerning the affairs 
of the river, and you have been apprized by Captain Babington, Chairman of the Court of Equity, that I should 
be off Bonny town at an early hour this morning. . 

2. You have had ample time to prepare yourself for my visit; and as the Representative of the Queen coming 
to your country, I had a right to expect either your personal appesrance, or the presence of your principal Chiefs, 
with full authority to act on your part. : 

8. You sent a message to say that you were unwell, and deputed, you say, Prince George to act in your 

lace. 
. 4. Twelve o'clock was the time appointed, and we were to meet on board the “ Mississippi ” for the purpose of a 
friendly palaver, and the gentlemen trading in the river were invited to attend, and came punctually to the time. 

5. T waied till 1 o'clock, one hour after the appointed time, but no principal Chiefs, or no Prince George, 
although T myself spoke to the latter twice during my walk through the town. f 

6. This state of things cannot last, and the time has now arrived to put an end to these slights, which are 
sane to the dignity of Her Majesty's Government. 

7. You have been in England, and therefore know full well the value of time; Englishmen have plenty to 
do, and are not accustomed to be kept waiting by idle people. ' 

8. This procrastination and this indifference to keeping your word, as well as this contempt for the white 
man’s laws, has been shown by you and your people on many occasions. 

9. Why is this? And what object have you in behaving in this undignified manner ? 

10. My great object in coming here is to hear all complaints, and settle all disputes in a just and satisfactory 
manner to all parties, black and white, 

11. I will not suffer myself, or the gentlemen trading in this river, to be treated in this uncourteous manner 
for the future. If you wish for trade and friendship with the British Government, founded on mutual acts of 
honesty and good feeling, you must abide by the laws of civilized nations. 

Crass A. 2D 
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12. You are disturbing ee ee oe the Chiefs 
name of the British Government I Seeies Sarees 8 Bae of 90 yenchones of oil upon you for 
| all trade in the river will be stopped till this is a 
ve, 


I 
(Signed) | A. P, EABDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 144. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Chiefs in the River Bonny. 


Gentlemen, “ Investigator,” River ory May 4, 1865. 
ib imeanagul al argwe | in not attending the palaver on board the “ Mississippi” at o'clock this day 
iefs 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 144. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Chairman of the Court of Equity, River Bonny. 


Sir, “ Investigator,” River Bonny, May 4, 1865. 
IN consequence of the slight cast myself as Commodore commanding the British squadron on this 
station, and as representing the on this occasion, by the non-attendance of King or Chiefs at the palaver on 


board the “ Mississippi,” appointed to be held this day at 12 o’clock, I consider it due to the Queen’s Government, 
myself, and the gentlemen trading in the river, to inflict a fine of 20 puncheons of oil upon King Pepple, for his 
most extraordinary conduct on this occasion. 

All trade in the river is to be stopped till this fine is paid. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 


P.S.—No natives of the Bonny are to be allowed on board under any circumstances whatever. ‘i ~ 
. E. W. 





No. 145. 


Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, “ Rattlesnake,”’ River Bonny, May |, 1864. 
REFERRING to their Lordships’ despatch of 21st September, I have the 
honour to forward for consideration Lieutenant Gambier’s letter of explanation, 
relative to the charges brought against him by the late Dr. Baikie. 

This appears to be satisfactory as far as I can see, and I think it fair to state 
in defence of Lieutenant Gambier, that I have been told by parties who knew 
Dr. Baikie well, his temper was not always of the most amiable kind; while his 
disposition, from long residence amongst people where he had no superior, was 
often irritable, and consequently might have led to differences between Lieutenant 
Gambier and himself. 

Dr. Baikie had most certainly an opportunity of writing to me publicly on this 
subject, and preferring the charges which after the lapse of twelve ‘months have 
been exhibited. 

Under all the circumstances of the case, and as Dr. Baikie is, unfortunately for 
Africa, now dead, I would respectfully suggest that Lieutenant Gambier be allowed 
the benefit of his explanation. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





—." 
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Inclosure in No, 145. 


Lieutenant Gambier to Commander Jones. 


Ma 
possible, and furnished me with the streamers for that 
once 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) F. G. GAMBIER. 





No. 146. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


. “« Rattlesnake,” Fernando Po, May 18, 1865. 

I THINK it right to call the attention of their Lordships to the accompanying 
copy of a letter written to King Pepple by Mr. Richard Thwaites, Attorney in 
England for the King. 

From all I could gather from the traders in the River Bonny, this person under 
the pretence of being the King’s friend, is doing all he can to stir up strife and 
ee between the two parties. 

e receives, of course, payment for his advice, and [ presume if this payment 
were stopped his connection with the King would stop also. 

He is doing a great deal of mischief out here, as the tenor of his letter to the 
baat will testify. 

have the original in my possession, and I am inclined to believe that many of 
the absurdities committed by the King have been countenanced by this Mr. Thwaites. 

I send this information to their Lordships who will, [ am certain, take what 
steps they may think necessary in the matter. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 146. 
Mr. Thwaites to King Pepple. 


YT ee Highbury Terrace, London, March 22, 1865. 

ar letter of the last month. Yon state that you will take into consideration the subject- 
iormer . to say Mrs. Thwaites is better. Awaiting your reply. Kind 
regards. Love to .* Am sorry to hear Consul Livingstone has been troubling you for Burton’s 


I am, &o. 
(Signed) RICHARD THWAITES. 





* Prince George his son. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 146. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, — “ Rattleenake,” off Fernando Po, May 17, 1865. 


8. The visit of King Pepple to England some few years ago will be in the recollection of their Lordships, 
and they will also doubtless remember the absurdity that took place upon his departure, when chamberlains 


him. 
4. The bri o owlay” wae chartered to take hiss nd ell his housshela beck to ‘he * , and a 
variety of alecled fey 
him to be put on as part of the 

5. I presume that Messrs. Gamman and Carter were quite aware of the King’s resources, or rather of 
See tee Roe a he he had been turned out of his high position, and was a wanderer on the 

6. The Messrs. Gamman and Carter must have known this, and that he had no resources of his own, 
neither the means of payment. 


the trade and ing the river, which is not advisable. 

9, It seems to me to have been a private transaction, and that Her Majesty’s Government has nothing 
whatever to do with it. 

10. I should recommend Messrs. Gamman and Carter to send out an t to the King, and endeavour 
to settle the affair in as favourable a manner as possible; but I most inly cannot enter further into the 
question without authority from their Lordships, more particularly as ev ing has been lately so satisfac- 
torily arranged, and trade is going on so peaceably within the river. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





No. 147. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ‘* Rattlesnake,” Fernando Po, May 16, 1865. 

WHEN in the Bonny a few days ago settling the affairs of the river, the 
traders there spoke most highly of the conduct of the King of the New Calabar 
River, in contrast with that of King ~—— and his Chiefs. 

In consequence of this I sent him a letter of thanks, copy of which is inclosed, 
in which their Lordships will see that I promised to recommend him to Her 
Majesty’s Government for a present. 

If Her Majesty’s Government think proper to carry out ms recommendation, 
I am quite certain it will have a most beneficial effect in all the rivers of West 
Africa where trade is being carried on. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure in No. 147. 
Commodore Wilmot to the King of New Calabar. 


Your Majesty, “* Investigator,” Bonny River, May 8, 1865. 

IT affords me the greatest pleasure to convey to your Majesty my own thanks, as well as those of the 
British Government, for the good feeling you have upon all occasions exhibited towards the English traders 
in the New Calabar river. 

I am also informed that you give them every protection, and will not allow robberies to be committed 
with impunity. 

Thi refigcts the highest honour upon your position and gives encouragement to the white man to come 
into your river, 

ithout protection of this kind it is impossible to trade with goodwill or safety. 

Your conduct inspires the English with confidence, and is a bright example to the neighbouring Kings 
and Chiefs, who will do well to follow your footsteps. 

I am sorry that I cannot pay a visit to your town, but I shall recommend the British Government to 
send you a present in testimony of your a 


ve, dc. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Hf REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 105 


No. 148. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
[Fine imposed on King Pepple has been paid and trade resumed.] 





No. 149. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, “ Rattlesnake,” Fernando Po, May 16, 1865. 
REFERRING to my despatch of the 20th April last, I beg to forward for 
their Lordships’ information the proceedings of Lieutenant Wadlow, on the occasion 
of the Hamburgh brig “ Parthenope” running on shore at Cape St. Pauls, as well 
as my memoranda to the Senior Officer of the Bights Division on the subject. 
. I have no doubt that Lieutenant Wadlow acted according to what he 
considered to be his duty in opening fire on Mr. Tay’s village. 


3. I hope their Lordships will be satisfied with my remarks, which have been 
forwarded to him by the Senior Officer. 
T have, &c. 


(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 149. 
Tieutenant-Commander Wadlow to Commander Richards. 


Sir,  Vindictive,” Jellah Coffee, March 15, 1865. 

I BEG to make the following rt for the consideration of the Commodore Commanding-in-Chief, 
with reference to mings saree rendered Ls Her Majesty’s ship under my command to the merchant 
brig “ Parthenope,” of burg, master T. W. Bogel; owners, Williarn Oswald and Co., of Hamburg and 


8. 

2. On Tuesday, the 7th March, 1865, at 1.30 p.m., a brig was reported steering to the eastward, off 
Cape St. Pauls. 

3. About 1.45 p.am., she was observed to have touched the ground about a mile south-west of John Tay's 

house, on the beach. 

4. Sent the pinnace, in charge of Mr. Clapp, second master, with Mr. Hazlewood, master’s assistant, and 
fourteen men to render assistance to the said brig. 

5. Found the vessel striking heavily and rolling in a long swell; laid out the stream 9-cwt. anchor with 
7-inch hawser sige astern in deep water, and hove well taut on it without any effect. 


6. During this time the vessel was being surrounded by canoes full of natives, great numbers having 
assembled on the beach. 

7. At 5 p.m, laid out brig’s starboard bower anchor with forty-five fathoms of chain on quarter in 
about five fathoms; hove it well taut, but finding it had no effect on the ship commenced di ing her 


cargo, which consisted of cowries, into canoes for conveyance to “ Vindictive,” and overboard, in o' to 
lighten the ship. 
8. At7 zi, finding the ship settled Gatoly on the bottom, left Mr. Hazlewood and ten men well armed 

to defend the ship from the natives, who by this time were numbering between 2,000 and 3,000. 

9. On Wednesday morning the 8th, at 5.30 a.m. sent a party on brig, and found her surrounded 
by canoes, and the beach more crowded than the night before. 

10. Continued discharging cowries into canoes and “ Vindictive’s ” launch. 

11. The vessel remained steady in the early part of the day and made no water. 

12, Went on board the brig myself about 11 a.m. 

13. At noon, as the tide rose and the south-westerly swell set in, she bumped heavily and rolled 
ex ingly. 
14, Couiiined heaving in on. both cable and hawser, the bower coming home and stream holding 
firmly. 

1. During the day our men were obliged to stand on the nettings and keep the natives out of the ship 

force. 
" 16. In the afternoon the stream hawser parted ; laid out port bower anchor with “ Vindictive’s"” 9-inch 
se tyr aren Wg oo i taut. ~ " 
. At7 Ppm., i rts unavailing, the vessel being hard agroun: e weather i 

Sse aids eal cud bee tae a force that it would not be safe to leave a few men on 
deemed it t to leave the ship for oy 

18. Up to this time the ship had made but little water ; tog-gallant and royal-yards had been sent on 
deck ; everything was done to lighten; the combustibles, &c., thrown overboard, private property sent to the 
“ Vindictive,” and all on board ig made as secure as possible. 
19. Thursday, the 9th, boarded brig at daylight with the master and six men and the crew of the 


20. Drove the natives ont of the ship at the point of the sword, for by this time pillaging and 
oping ere gs ee fl igh of the big penne i ica 
were 
A 7 hs chips Lowaver, wea owenig wilh bee boul off dma: 2k 
Lass A. - t 
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7 = pinnace arrived shortly with Mr. Clapp, Mr. Haslewood, and all the available men from the 
“ ‘ins by ive,” 

23. At 6:30, a.m., the brig appearing to be afloat, the 9-inch hawser was taken forward and brought 
to the windlass, and the cable seen all clear for shipping. 

ag een ape egal Ages Seon, sober agro doe ay ee Oe 
water, the ends of her cable were shipped, and “ under her foresail,” the wind being off shore, steered for the 
“‘ Vindictive,” and anchored abreast at 8°15 a.m. ‘ 

25. The brig was by this time making a good deal of water (one foot per hour). 

26. On my return to Her Majesty’s ship under my command, after Teen the brig in safety, and in 
consideration that a number of bags of cowries, which had been put into John ‘fag's canoes on the previous 
day for conveyance to this ey had not been delivered, J wrote to him and demanded an exact account of 
the number of cowries he on shore, and restitution of all other property lost by the brig; in default 
of which I threatened to o fire on the village at 2 p.M., giving him four hours to answer my letter. 

27. Accordingly at 1:30 P.m., no reply having been received, and there being no appearance of a canoe 
coming off, I fired a blank gun to enforce attention, and at 2°15 p.m., no further ges aay been given, I 
began firing shot from the two 32-pounders ,and the 6-pounder boat’s gun at John Tag’s house on the 
beach, and continued until about 4 p.m., when a canoe brought off a letter from John Tag, requesting a 
cessation of hostilities, and a palaver on shore at the earliest opportunity, to settle matters without 
farther 5 pes to which I answered that I would attend as soon as convenient. 

28. I accordingly went on shore on the 11th March, accompanied by the Assistant-Surgeon, Assistant- 
Paymaster in c , and the Clerk, and held the palaver at John Tay’s house, where had assembled all 
his head men and Chiefs to witness the same. 

29. After a strict inquiry into all the particulars of the case, we were of opinion that, from the 
statements made by John Tay, and the evidence adduced by the different witnesses in corroboration thereof, 
the robberies and plunderings on board the brig were committed by other natives not belonging to Jellah 
Coffee, and from whom the inhabitants of Jellah Coffee had suffered severely, and against whom they could 
not defend themselves, peing so greatly outnumbered. That in their attempts to rescue cowries from the 
brig they were forced by these strangers to give them up, consequently that none of the property was 
saved by them as they had intended. 

30. John Tay also firmly asserted that not one bag of cowries was to be found in Jellah Coffee; and that 
these strange natives had greatly molested them, and they feared their return. He requested our protection 
against them, and a renewal of confidence, which I conceded him on condition that he would make further 
inquiries on the subject and inform me of the result. The palaver was thus ended, and the trade now 
continues as before. 

31. The brig sailed for Lagos this morning, and I sent by her a statement of the services rendered, 
addressed to the Vice-Admiralty Judge at that place (as directed by the Admiralty Instructions), as I did 
not think it prudent to take her down myself, or send anyone else in her. 

32. I beg to inclose an extract translated, as far as possible, from the official log of the “ Parthenope.” 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. B. WADLOW. 
Inclosure 2 in No. 149. 
Orders addressed to Commander Richards. 
Memo. “ Rattlesnake,” Sierra Leone, April 20, 1865. 


1. You will inform Lieutenant Wadlow that I highly approve of his proceedings in saving the Ham- 
burgh brig “ Sa pe as well as part of the cargo in her, and you will convey to the officers and men of 
the “ Vindictive ” my best thanks for their exertions on this occasion, which will be brought before the 
favourable consideration of their Lordships. 

2. Lieutenant Wadlow was quite right in opposing the plundering natives, and he would have had my 
sanction in opening fire upon them if they did not desist. 

3. A lesson of this kind would have done much good on this coast, but unfortunately we have had 
similar examples in our own country. 

4. The vessel was left entirely to herself for one night, which was taken advantage of by the natives. 
This could not probably under the circumstances have been avoided, as the natives came down in increasing 
numbers. 

5. If Lieutenant Wadlow had any reason to believe that part of the plundered property was in Mr. Tay's 
hands, he should have sent an officer on shore or opened a communication with him on the subject. 

6. If this had been done, what was found out afterwards would have been discovered then, and hence 
the necessity of opening fire on Mr. Tay’s house been avoided. 

(if Mr. Tay or his people had been seen in the act of plundering, it would have been _ a different 
thing, and a shot or two would have been well disposed, but I cannot approve of the “ Vindictive’s ” guns 
being opened upon Jellah Coffee merely on the supposition of plundered property being there. 

8. After al lundering had ceased, and if Lieutenant Wadlow believed that Mr. Tay had in his posses- 
sion a quantity of the cargo, he should have stopped all trade with him until it was restored, and the Senior 
Officer would have im a heavy fine in consequence. 

9. If this fine had not been paid, then the fire of a cruizer or two would have been very effective. 

10. The claims of the “ Vindictive ” for sal will be forwarded. 

(Signed) P. EARDLEY WILMOT, Commodore Commanding. 
Commander F. W. Richards, 


Her Majesty’s gun-vessel “ Dart,” Senior Officer, Bights Division. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 149. 
Orders addressed to Commander Richards. 


Memo, “ Rattlesnake,” Sierra Leone, April 20, 1865. 

1. I entirely approve of all your sie 

2. You issue a General Order to the Division under your orders that hostilities are never to be 
endered, Oe eee ae, lite, and property are at stake, British or Foreign vessels in the sct of i 
plan or when it is considered necessary racticable to rescue the stolen property and punish the 
plunderers, or in the chase and ture of a t eccrala 3 - * 
‘ pl eects Pe oe it ag ye to place ah pie 5s the bande of subordinate officers 
who, 0 actua‘ en i i their duti the j heth 
Pach proceed er Py Bammer regia discharge o luties, are not to be the judges whether 
_ 4 pe the lesson given to Mr. Tay and his people will be long remembered, and you will acquaint 
him from me that he d have assisted our officers and men in preventing the plunder, ad thereby draw- 
ing nearer the ties of friendship —— us, 

igned A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT, Commodore C nding. 

Commander F. W. Ric shel - ieee 


Her Majesty's gun-vessel “ Dart,” Senior Officer, Bights Division. 





No. 150. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
[Scheme for revised Consular Establishment on West Coast of Africa.] 





No. 151. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


nee? Fernando Po, May 18, 1865. 
OUR little Colony Victoria is progressing slowly, and there are as yet but 150 
inhabitants, one-third of which are children. 

A considerable quantity of bush has been cleared away and some houses 
erected, but much remains to be done. 

The inhabitants are chiefly Sierra Leone people from Fernando Po, and I 
believe that many more are anxious to go over. 

The natives of this part of Africa are the most miserable set I have ever seen— 
very puor, far below the middle size, covered with disease, and wretched in appear- 
ance; they are the greatest thieves imaginable, and the inhabitants of Victoria 
cannot keep any fowls or goats in consequence. 

There is a market every three days, and the people, to the number of several 
hundreds, come in with plantains, which they exchange for salt. 

The bay is magnificent and would contain the whole navy of England in six 
and seven fathoms water, but I am not favourably impressed with it as a place for 
sanitary purposes, as it rains for nine months in the year, and at present there is 
nothing but a vast impenetrable forest from a quarter of a mile round Victoria to 
two-thirds of the way up the Cameroons. 

If there was a place ready made half-way up the mountain with a good road 
leading to it, and a decent set of natives, probably the climate then would be 
salubrious and of great benefit to invalids, but this cannot be done without immense 
labour and expense; and as there are steamers from Fernando Po to England and 
Spain, I should think invalids would prefer those places to a wretched existence up 
the Cameroon mountains. 

The King of Bimbia, a near neighbour of Victoria, does not hold the best of 
characters, and is jealous of our Colony, although he gave the land some time ago. 
[ saw his eldest son and one of the Chiefs, but could not persuade the King to come 
on board, although he promised to do so, 

As it is absolutely necessary that some one should have charge of Victoria and 
be responsible for order and regularity, as well as portion out plots of land, &c., I 
have appointed the oldest and most respectable coloured man amongst them, 
Mr. Thomas Horton Johnson, as Governor or Headman, with full powers to do 
everything that is right and proper for the good of the Colony, until the pleasure of 
Her Majesty’s Government is known. 

As the Colony rises in importance and white men settle there, of course it will 
be necessary to make a different arrangement. 
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Inclosure in No. 151. 


Mr. Elliot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, Downing Street, July 21, 1865. 

I HAVE laid before Mr. Secretary Cardwell + se letter of the 18th instant, inclosing a letter from 
Commodore Wilmot, —s a colony named Victoria, which he appears to have commenced on the 
West Coast of Africa, at the foot of the Cameroon Mountains; and I sm to request that you will state 
to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that he was not aware of the existence of such a colony, 
and that he can therefore undertake no responsibilities on the subject of it. He takes this opportunity 
of inclosing a copy of a Report unanimously adopted by the Select Committee of the House of Cousens 
appointed to consider the state of the British establishments on the Western Coast of Africa, from which 
their Lordships will perceive that all further extension of territory or assumption of Government on that 
coast is considered by the Committee to be inexpedient. 

T am to add, that Mr. Cardwell, as a member of the Committee, has concurred in this Report. He will 
be glad to be informed under what authority Commodore Wilmot is acting in this matter. 


1 am, &. 
(Signed) T. F. ELLIOT. 





No. 152. 
Assistant-Paymaster Wood to Commander Ruston. 


Sir, “ Pandora,” Fernando Po, April 2, 1865. 

1 BEG to request you will be pleased to forward this my application for 
commission on 1,051/. 5s., the proceeds of 120 puncheons of palm oil, received from 
Pepple, King of Bonny, in payment of fine levied by Consul Burton in 1864, and 
sold by auction by me in compliance with your order. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOs. S. WOOD. 


Approved and submitted for favourable consideration. 
the usual commission in the Bonny is 5 per cent., and the supercargoes would 
not sell the oil unless it was paid to them. 
I would point out that Mr. Wood, in addition to his own duties, has had to 
copy and arrange a very large correspondence on this subject. 
(Signed) W. S. RUXTON, Commander. 





No. 153. 


Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ‘* Rattlesnake,” in Turtle Cove, River Congo. June 7, 1865. 

1. [| LEFT Fernando Po on the evening of the 18th May, and arrived in Turtle 
Cove, River Congo, on the forenoon of the 24th, having coasted along from Cape 
Lopez, and anchored every evening. 

2. On 23rd ultimo I signalled “ Pandora,” at anchor off Loango, to rendezvous 
in the Congo, and the “ Pioneer,” then in chase of a French barque, to meet me at 
the same place. 

3. The “ Archer” was at anchor off Banana Point, but joined me the same 
afternoon. 

4. I dispatched “ Pandora” to bring up “ Jaseur” from Mangue Grande, but 
Commander Grubbe having extended his cruizing-ground to Ambrizette, Commander 
Ruxton returned without being able to communicate. On the following morning I 
sent a.boat from this ship in charge of the master, who returned with the “ Jaseur” 
on the fourth day. 

5. Their Lordships will remember the circumstances of the English schooner 
“Sverige” belonging to Messrs. Hatton and Cookson, of Liverpool, being plun- 
dered by the natives of this river on the 24th December last, when at anchor about 
twelve miles up on the left-hand bank, as mentioned in my despatch of the 31st of 
March last. Mr. McCulloch, Agent to Messrs. Hatton and Cookson, on board at 
the time, was badly wounded in three places, and taken prisoner with his steward. 
One krooman was killed, and several others, including the white crew, were wounded, 
and only escaped death by making their way aloft. 

6. Everything was taken out of the vessel, and even the boats belonging to 
her were lowered down and filled with cargo. 
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7. During the process of plunder, the carpenter of the schooner, an English- 
man, who had been wounded, slipped the cable, and she dropped down with the 
current towards the entrance of the river, where she was seen and boarded by 
the cruizer at anchor off Shark’s Point, the Commander of which sent an armed 
party on board, put her to rights, and anchored her again some way up the 
river. 

8. The plunderers, of course, had all decamped into the bush with their boats, 
and were nowhere to be seen. I am told by the carpenter, who was at Fernando 
Po when I was there a short time ago, and entered on board the Hamburgh brig 
“ Parthenopé,” in consequence of the ‘‘ Sverige” having been sold, that there were 
at least 100 canoes. 

9. This is not the first time that English vessels and others have been attacked 
and plundered in this river; nor is it the first time that Englishmen have been 
ill-treated in their factories. The boats of our cruizers even have been fired upon 
in their passage up and down from villages on both sides, and Cabenda boats, in the 
pursuit of lawful trade, have been, and are still, frequently stopped and everything 
taken out of them, while the padron, or headman on board, has on more than one 
occasion been shot at and killed. 

10. Under these circumstances I considered that the time had arrived to put a 
stop to these atrocities, and teach the natives a lesson not easily to be forgotten. 

11. Inclosed are copies of my orders to Captain F. Marten, of Her Majesty’s 
ship “‘ Archer,” as well as his Reports to me on the subject, and their Lordships 
will see that this officer has most fully and energetically carried them out to the 
utmost of his power. 

12. The nature of the ground over which the operations had to be carried, as 
well as the approaches to it, prevented anything like personal contact with the 
natives, who were able to run away and make their escape into the bush without 
being seen. They fled at the approach of the boats, with the exception of a few 
more courageous than the rest, and it was from the fire of those that the few casualties 
occurred. 

13. The “ Pioneer,” in addition to her 20-pounder Armstrong, was fitted with 
a 24-pounder rocket, and the pinnace and cutter of this ship, as well as those 
of the others, had each a 12-pounder rocket besides their gun. Captain Marten 
most judiciously swept the landing-place and bushes on either side as he 
approached and before attempting to land, by which process the natives were 
driven away panic-stricken by the fire of the rockets, which forced their way 
through everything. 

14. The aatetean left Turtle Cove at daylight of the 26th ultimo, and returned 
on the forenoon of the 28th, but I dispatched them again the same afternoon, having 
succeeded in obtaining guides for all the intricate and unknown creeks, which 
— of the most essential service, as it enabled Captain Marten to penetrate their 

aunts and destroy their towns. 

15. The river on both sides is infested with these pirates, who live upon the 
roceeds of the plunder; one is as bad as the other, and Captain Marten found the 
og-book and register, as well as the papers of the “Sverige ” in a house belonging 

to the villages destroyed. There was also a life-buoy, the remains of a boat, and 
shoes and boots, which formed part of the cargo of the “Sverige,” and very clearly 
shows that we have succeeded in punishing the right people. 

16. The destruction of nineteen towns by fire, besides detached houses and 
many large canoes, with all their contents, show what has been effected by the efforts 
of the squadron, and there is no doubt that the loss of life amongst the natives has 
been very great. 

17. Greater injury would have been inflicted if the grass had been dry and the 
crops ripe, but Captain Marten very humanely spared their crops for the sake of 
the women and children. 

18. I have every reason to be well satisfied with the result of this expedition. 
Our boats has been where no white man has ever been before, and I am quite 
confident that this circumstance alone, independent of the great loss inflicted, will 
teach these barbarous tribes a lesson they will not easily forget. It will show them 
that our power can reach them in their secret places, and that they may expect 
punishment when they are little prepared for it. 

19. Captain Marten’s conduct has been most energetic and judicious, and he 
exposed himself on all occasions most freely, without consideration, to > fire of 

Crass A. 
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the natives from the bushes. He weil deserves their Lordships’ most favourable 
notice. : 

20. Commander Ruxton is an old officer of many years’ standing. I have on 
more than one occasion mentioned his very excellent services. 

21. Captain Marten speaks most highly of all, and has brought to my notice 
the efficient services of Acting Commander Sandys, who commanded the boats of 
the “Rattlesnake,” and Mr, Thomas Cowd, gunner 3rd class, belonging to this 
ship, who served under him in the pinnace. 

22. I am most happy in being able to inform their Lordships that all the 
wounded are doing well, and that there have been no cases of fever. 

23. The wounded and others who require a change have been received on 
board the ‘ Rattlesnake,” and will be conveyed by me to the South Coast and 
Ascension. 

24. While the operations in the river were going on, I sent the headman of 
Shark’s Point (King Sones), detained by me on board as a hostage, who receives 
his appointment from ing Antonio, a powerful Chief that resides at Saint 
Antonio, and rules over a large track of country extending from Shark’s Point 
round Point Padron, and for a eg distance to the southward, with a message to 
the King, desiring him to come on board and have a palaver with me upon the 
affairs of the river. 

25. Neither the King nor any of his predecessors have ever been on board a 
ship before ; they are not permitted by their people to see the “Great Sea ;” but 
I was determined to overcome this absurdity, and accordingly he came, preferring 
the wrath of the Fetish to the burning of his town. The inclosed Treaty with him 
was then made, and I consider it to be a most important one, as many thousands of 
slaves have been shipped from his territory to the eastward of Point Padron. 

26. The brother of the King (Domingo) came with him, and I arranged that 
when the squadron returned to this anchorage, he should bear a message from me 
to the Chiefs and headmen against whom "ihe operations had been carried on, 
inviting them to come on board the “ Rattlesnake ” to settle a “ peace palaver.” 

27. The squadron returned on the morning of the 2nd instant, and having 
received information that the Chiefs had consented to come, and would be at Shark’s 
Point on the afternoon of the 5th, I directed the “ Jaseur” to anchor off that place 
on the following morning, and to embark and bring them down to me the same 
afternoon. 

28. Accordingly at noon the Chiefs arrived, attended by a host of followers, and 
were received by myself, Captain Marten, and all the Commanders, and most of the 
officers of the squadron, on hoard the “Rattlesnake.” The marines and seamen 
were drawn up, and as much display made as possible, band-playing, &c. 

King Antonio came with them, and we had a great palaver on the poop, 
which lasted two hours. I spoke to them very strongly on their conduct with 
regard to their plundering vessels, and disturbing the peace and trade of the river, 
and gave them a long lecture on what their conduct ought to be. I told them that 
it was in consequence of their atrocities that I had punished them by park ane 
their towns, and that unless they promised good behaviour for the future, I shoul 
most certainly go on with the operations, and give them no peace. 

30. They promised most faithfully to do what I told them, and said that they 
were sorry for their conduct. I accordingly read over to them with great care and 
patience the same form of Treaty made with King Antonio, which they perfectly 
understood and agreed to. 

31. Their Lordships will see that I have taken advantage of these hostilities to 
bring the abolition of the Slave Trade before their notice, and that all has been 
satisfactorily arranged. 

32. The Chiefs, after being well entertained and geo. the customary 
presents, were sent back in the ‘“‘ Jaseur,” and landed again at Shark’s Point the 
same evening. A few guns were fired on the occasion. 

33. The squadron will break up this day. I shall go to St. Paul’s de Loanda 
with the “Pioneer.” ‘ Archer” will take her station off Mangue Grande, “Jaseur” 
off Loango, and “ Pandora” remain im the Congo. 

34. I trust their Lordships will Aeros my procentinae. 


have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 
P.S.—1 inclose also, for their Lordships’ information, copy of a letter from 
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Lieutenant Tandy, of Her Majesty’s gun-vessel “Jaseur,” reporting his proceed- 
ings in the destruction of canoes and natives in February last. 

PP.S.—I omitted to inform their Lordships that the “Archer” accompanied 
the expedition up the river. 


~ 


A. P. E. W. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 153. 


Orders addressed to Captain Marten. 
By Arthur Parry Eardley Wilmot, Esq., &c., &c., &c. 

THE late attack upon the English schooner “Sverige,” belonging to Messrs. Hatton and Cookson, of 
Liverpool, by the natives of the River Congo, deserves severe chastisement; and for this I have selected 
you to take command of an expedition, having for its object the infliction of a lesson that shall long be remembered 
in this neighbourhood. 

2. The Commanders of the “ Pandora” and “ Jaseur” have received orders from me to place themselves and 
their vessels under your immediate command ; and you will also take the “ Pioneer,” in which vessel you will hoist 
your distinguishing pendant, 

3. I have also added to your force the pinnace and one cutter, with a party of marines, from the ship bearing 
my broad pendant, fully manned and equipped, under the directions of Acting Commander Henry Stair Sandys, 
assisted by the Gunner and Mr. Jenn F. Poo » Master’s Assistant. 

4. re isa in the pinnace, and she is fitted for rockets, as is also the cutter. 

5. You will take also the pinnace of the “ Archer,” and a cutter. 

6. These boats are to be towed by the “ Pioneer,” or by the cruizers, as you may deem expedient. 

7. Everything is to be furnished for the health and comfort of the men; quinine issued every morning, as 
well as an allowance of tea at daylight, in addition to the usual breakfast of cocoa ; lime juice as convenient. 

. 8. The boats’ crews are to sleep in the “ Pioneer,” or on board one of the cruizers, under the protection of 
the awning. 

9. Having now provided the force, I will give you my instructions as to how it is to be employed. 

10. It is impossible to find out who are the culprits, as none will come forward to give information, and for 
this reason an example must be made amongst all parties. 

11. You are to destroy all villages and canoes on the left-hand bank of the river as far as you may deem 
advisable, and make as many prisoners as youcan. If the canoes will not surrender themselves, you will fire upon 
them and sink them. Upon no account are you to expose your men uselessly, the great object being to inflict 
severe punishment, without any loss on our side if possible. 

12. The “ Pioneer” can go very far up accompanied by the boats. The “ Pandora” and “ Jaseur” should 
be placed in convenient spots so as to prevent escape, and add to the general destruction. 

13. Rockets will be of most essential service, but great care is to be taken not to throw the fire away. 

14. Women and children are to be spared ; but I shall have no consideration whatever for the Chiefs, and 
those men who live by plunder and villany, and are the great disturbers of the peace of the river. 

15. The health of the expedition is to be particularly attended to ; and I have sent the Assistant Surgeon of 
the “ Rattlesnake” to do duty in the “ Pioneer.” 

16. I shall remain off Shark’s Point until you return ; and I have every confidence that you will carry out my 
instructions to their full extent. 

Given on board the “ Rattlesnake,” River Congo, the 24th day of May, 1865. 

(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 
Francis Marten, Esq., 


Captain of Her Majesty's ship “ Archer,” 
and Senior Officer of the Southern Division, West Coast of Africa. 
By command, 
(Signed) H. B. Rosinson, Secretary. . 





Inclosure 2 in No. 153. 
Captain Marten to Commodore Wilmot. 


Sir, “ Archer,” at Turtle Cove, June 2, 1865. 
IN compliance with your orders, I have, with the “ Pioneer,” and boats of the ships named in the margin,* 
been engaged one week in searching the creeks between Chimma Beeka Creek and Oyster Haven. 

We have destroyed nineteen towns and villages, some of considerable size, and others only containing a dozen 
houses; we have also broken up every canoe we could find. 

I have to thank Commanders Ruxton and Grubbe and sate Commander yom for their cheerful and 
ready assistance and suggestions, Commander Ruxton on Monday and Tuesday, and on Wednesday and Thursday 
that officer in turn with Commander Grubbe, commanded on each occasion of landing, and saved us man 
casualties wager precautions they took for keeping ‘the bush clear, while the fire-parties, under Mr. Thomas ‘Cowd, 

“~ 


We of course destroyed every canoe we could find. 
1 inclose the writings, &c., found in the huts, and a rough sketch of the scene of operations made by 
Mr. J. H. Martin, Midshipman of this ship. - insti 
(Bigned)  ‘F. MARTEN. 


* « Rattlesnake,”’ “ Archer,” “ Pandora,” “Jaseur.” 
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Return of the Killed and Wounded to Her Majesty's “ Pioneer” (tender to “ Rattlesnake”), 
\ “ Archer,” and “ = babwese they Se ted Sona iba, 
“ Pioneer,” tender to “ Rattlesnake.” 








“ Archer.” 





++] Died sixteen hours after the receipt of 
‘ound. 











we 
Peter Rourke Musket-shot wound of right arm ..| Verysevere. Ball lodged. ing well. 
John Cottrell Musket-shot wound of the neck . ny, sovies: Bullet lodged. ing 
Frederick Vidgoon .| Musket-shot wound of left leg ; Severe, but doing wel Returned to 
John Caldwell «| Abrasion of chin from musket-shot ., Very alight, 


| Abrasion of face from musket-shot «+ | Very slight. 


“ Pandora.” 





+ | Musket-shot wound of the back -| Severe. Returned to duty. 
++ | Musket-shot wound of the scalp _..| Severe. Returned to his ship. 
++] Musket-shot wound of left arm and| Dangerous. Doing well. 


abdomen <a ie a 
ivate, R. M. L.I.| Musket-shot wound of head «| Very severe. Returned to his ship. 






4 











Total Killed and Wounded. 


* Pioneer,” tender to “ Rattlesnake” 
Her Majesty’s ship “Archer” —., 
Her Majesty’s shi 











“ Pandora” ee és ee 
(Signed) WM. D. SMYTH, M.D., Surgeon, H.M.S. “ Archer.” 








Inclosure 4 in No. 153. 


Engagement between Her Majesty the Queen of England and King Antonio and his Successors, of Saint Antonio, 
in the River Congo, for the Abolition of the Traffic in Slaves; for the Prevention of Human Sacrifices; for 
the Encouragement of Lawful Commerce ; for the Protectior of all White Traders, more particularly British ; 
and for the Foisieaent of all Pirates and Disturbers of the Peace and Good Order of the River. 


COMMODORE ARTHUR PARRY EARDLEY WILMOT, C.B., commanding Her Majesty's Naval 
Forces, on the part of Her Majesty the Queen of England, and King Antonio and his Successors, in the River 
Congo, have agreed upon the following Articles and Conditions :— 


ARTICLE I. | 
The export of slaves to foreign countries is for ever abolished in the territory of King Antonio and his 
successors, and King Antonio and his successors to make and proclaim a law prohibiting any of their 


subjects, or any person within their jurisdiction, from selling, or assisting in the sale of, any slaves for transporta- 
tion to a foreign country; and King Antonio and his successors promise to inflict a severe punishment on any 
person who shall break this law. 


ARTICLE II. 


No Europeans, or other person whatever, shall be permitted te reside within the territory of King Antonio 
and his successors, for the purpose of carrying on in any way the Traffic in Slaves; and no houses, or stores, or 
buildings of any kind whatever, shall be erected for the of Slave Trade within the territory of Kin 
Antonio and his successors; and if any such houses, stores, or buildings shall at any future time be erected, an 
King Antonio and his successors shall fail, or be unable, to destroy them, they may be destroyed by any British 
officers employed for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 


ARTICLE IIL 


If at any time it shall that Slave Trade has been carried on or from the territory of Ki 
Antonio and his successors, the Slave Trade may be put down by Great Britain y force upon that serys sod 
British officers may seize the boats of King Antonio and his successors found ores snying. ot the Slave 
Jrates sud King, Antonio end Mis susseators WBl be sulzject to = severe ect of spleasure on the part of the 
Queen of England. 
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ARTICLE IV. 


SS a ene all European Powers friendly to her, may always trade freely 
with the people of King Antonio and successors, in every article they may wish to buy and sell in all the 
laces within the territory of King Antonio and his successors, and throughout the whole of their dominions; an 

Antonio and his successors pledge themselves to show no favour and give no privilege to the ships and 
traders of other countries which they do not show to those of England. 


ARTICLE V. 


Should the ships ef English or other ci traders be attacked by pirates or plunderers, King Antonio and 
his successors most faithfully promise assistance by sending their Chiefs and people with arms, and will do all in 
their power to punish the robbers. 


ARTICLE VI. 


If at any time a naval officer of Great Britain shall require guides or armed people from King Antonio and 
his successors to accompany the said officer on an expedition against Pirates or other enemies of the Queen of 
England, King Antonio and his successors faithfully promise to provide them. 


ARTICLE VII. 


King Antonio and his successors declare that no human beings shall be sacrificed on account of religious or 
other ceremonies, and that they will prevent the barbarous practice of murdering prisoners in war. 


ARTICLE VIII. 


Missionaries or ministers of the Gospel are to be allowed to reside in the territory of King Antonio and his 
successors, for the purpose of instructing the people in all useful occupations. 


ARTICLE IX. 


If King Antonio and his successors faithfully abide by and perform the Articles of this Treaty, the British 
Government will consider King Antonio and his successors as its friends; and the Commodore will authorize a 
“dash,” or present, to be made to King Antonio and his successors at suitable times. 

Concluded on board Her Majesty's ship the “Rattlesnake,” lying in Turtle Cove, River Congo, on the first 
day of June, in the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-five. 

Signed by the Entieding Parties and sealed. 

(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT, Commodore. 
ANTONIO, his > mark, King. 
DOMINGO, his > mark, King’s Brother. 
And witnessed by : 
(Signed) Epmunp G. Bourge, Lieutenant. 

Joun Lyon, Paymaster. 

H. B. Rosinson, Secretary to the Commodore. 

Wittiam, his > mark, Head Man at Shark's Point. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 153. 


Engagement between Her Majesty the Queen of England and the principal Chiefs (whose names appear hereafter) 
holding authority on the left bank of the River Congo for the Abolition of the Traffic in Slaves; for the 
Prevention of So Sacrifices ; for the Encouragement of lawful Commerce; for the Protection of all 
White Traders, more particularly British ; and for the Punishment of all Pirates and Disturbers of the Peace 
and Good Order of the River. 


COMMODORE ARTHUR PARRY EARDLEY WILMOT, C.B., commanding Her Majesty's naval 
forces, on the part of Her Majesty the Queen of England, and the principal Chiefs holding authority on the Left 
Bank of the River Congo, have agreed upon the following Articles and conditions :— 


ARTICLE I. 


The export of slaves to foreign countries is for ever abolished in the territory of the principal Chiefs holding 
authority oaths left bank of the River Congo, And the principal Chiefs holding authority on the left bank of 
the River Congo engage to make and proclaim a law prohibiting any of their subjects, or any person within their 
jurisdiction, from selling or assisting in the sale of ~~ slaves for transportation to a f country: and the 
principal Chiefs holding authority on the left bank of |the River Congo promise to inflict a heavy punishment on 
anp person who shall break this law. 


ACTICLE II. ) 


No Europeans or other persons whatever shall be permitted to reside within the territory 
Chiefs holding authority on the left bank of the River Congo for the purpose ef carrying on 
Traffic in Slaves ; and no houses or stores or buildings of any kind whatever shall be erected for 
Slave Trade within the territory of the let 2 Chiefs holding authority on the left bank of the River 
and if any such houses, stores, or buildings shall at = future time be erected, and the principal Chiefs h 
authority on the left bank of the River Congo shall fail or be unable to destroy them, they may be destroyed by 
any British officers employed for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 


s% 
Fg 


ARTICLE III. 


If at any time it shall a that Slave Trade has been carried on through or from the territory of the 
principal Chiefs holding cathocky ¢ on the left bank of the River Congo, the Slave Trade may “IG in 
Ciass A. 
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If at any time a naval officer of Great Britain shall réquire guides, or armed people, from the principal Chiefs 
holding authority on the left bank of the River Congo to a said officer on an expedition against 
irates, or other enemies of the Queen of England, the principal Chiefs holding authority on the left bank of the 
River Congo faithfully promise to provide them. 


ARTICLE VII. 


The principal Chiefs holding authority on the left bank of the River Congo declare that no human beings 
shall be sacrificed on account of religious or other ceremonies, and that they will prevent the barbarous practice of 
murdering prisoners in war. 


ARTICLE VIII. 


Missionaries, or Ministers of the Gospel, are to be allowed to reside in the territories of the principal Chiefs 
holding authority on the left bank of the River Congo for the purpose of instructing the people in all useful 
occupations 


ARTICLE 1X. 


If the prisiciph! Chiefs holding authority on the left bank -f the River Congo faithfully abide by and perform 
the Articles of this Treaty, the British Government will consider the principal Chiefs holding authority on the left 
bank of the River Congo as its friends, and the Commodore will authorize a “dash ” or present to be made to the 
principal Chiefs holding authority on the left bank of the Kiver Congo at suitable times. 

oncluded on board Her Britannic Majesty's ship “ Rattlesnake,” in Turtle Cove, River Congo, on the sixth 
day of June, in the ry one thousand eight hundred aad sixty-five 

Signed ani! sealed by us, the Contractitig Parties : 

(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT, Commodore. 
KING PLENTY, his >< mark. 
KING MEDORA, his >< mark. 
KING BAMBOO, his >< mark. 
CAPETA, his > mark. 
MANGOVA, his >4 mark. 
PIBRANEO, his % mark. 
NIMPLOOMBI, his > mark. 
And witnessed by : 


(Signed) F. Marten, Captain, H.M.S.“ Archer,” and Senior Officer, South Division. 
. F. Ruxtron, Comniander, H.M.S. “ Pandora.” 

W. J. Hunt Garusse, Commander, H.M.S. “ Jaseur.” 

H. B. Rosrwson, Secretary to Commodore. 


= 





Inclosure 6 in No. 153. 
Lieutenant Tandy to Commander Grubbe. 


Jaseur,” River Congo, February 11, 1865. 
in the cutter of this ship, accom- 
poles a pp eka soggy etighane ays onc (tee Rectan te which Mr. M: oe, 
ta for t ( canoes in achooner “ 4 - 
on the nights of the 24th and. of Decem ber lt nenmolved by then), and ave to report flow — 
Rvin} i th, I made the best of my way with the boats under my charge 
to the creek into which Mr. Me ; as Galsdn, Sein T hedived shout 8 bass. thot deg, ben G4 ust abchon 
On my way up, when off Medora Creek, I fell in with the Cabenda boat “ Sonnam Blanes 2» gdh 
firm of Kerdyk and Pincoffs, under Dutch colours, which kept in company, with us up the river. 
About 6 p.m, when nearly a preceded, was 
ubserved returning towards us pursued by canoes. 
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cautiously towards the Cabenda boats, under shadow of the shore; when this was noticed by them, the’ 
perpen Rese pears etree fae ly lly amphomtny Brea Age oad 
and which was now attacked by six canoes. 
commenced ; this we returned. : 
We succeeded in two and dispersing rest, and then went to the assistance of the second Cabenda 
boat, which was likewise ee, on ae ee eee The large and one of the small 
or 


“<4 


Ten cahoes were fn the attack, manned by about sixty natives; of these twenty were 
either killed or drowned, as who jamped overboard would not allow themselves to be up. 

Four canoes were taken and destroved, the others escaped. 

ppd fen ff anchored, the Cabenda boasts having parted company and gone down the river, 


canoes were found and secured 160 kegs of 4 boxes of cigars, the papers of the Dutch 
ed, fates go Wir eed 

I continued cruizing till this morning, when I rejoined the ship, ney Bee time the only occurrence 
worth noticing was the capture of three canoes off the creek, south-west of Island yesterdsy, which were 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) D. G. TANDY. 





No. 154. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


r, P “ Rattlesnake,” Little Fish Bay, July 11, 1865. 

SINCE Porto Novo has been given up by the French and the King with his 
people and territory have again become independent, I presume that the Treaty 
made by me on the 17th January, 1852, (see Hertslet’s Treaties, Vol. IX, page 41), 
will still be in force with the exception of Article [X, which reserves to the Govern- 
ment of France the power to become a party to it. 

2. The late King of Porto Novo was always favourably disposed towards the 
English, and I hear that his son is much of the same disposition. I have already 
expressed to their Lordships my —— that if a friendly feeling had been kept up 
in former years between the Consuls and Governors of Lagos and the King and 
Chiefs of Porto Novo, and visits with a few presents made at opportune times he 
never would have thrown himself into the arms of the French nor accepted their 
offer of protection. 

3. I have to request their Lordships will give me instructions relative to this 
question, in order that the future conduct of the King may be observed with respect 
to that article of the Treaty in particular in which he denounces the export of slaves 
from his territory for ever, 

4, It will be necessary also to inform the King that the Government of Great 
Britain consider the Treaty still binding in consequence of his renunciation of the 
French Protectorate. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





No. 155. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


a “ Rattlesnake,” St. Paul de Loanda, June 24, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for their Lordships’ information copy of a 
Report from Lieutenant Foote of Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Lee,” relative toa 
visit he made to the River Fercados by my direction. 

The river is next to the Benin going southward, and in former years was known 
to have exported a great many slaves, but 1 have no reason to believe that anything 
is going on there at present. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 
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Inclosure in No. 155. 


Lieutenant-Commander Foote to Commodore Wilmot. 
Sir, “ Lee,” January 3, 1865. 

IN pursuance of orders received from you, I anchored off the River Forcadas on the evening of the 31st 
December, 1864. On the morning of the following day I left the ship with the cutter and two whalers, 
manned and armed, steering east-south-east. I observed a condi island about east-north-east when 
pee? on the bar. Carrying 3} fathoms till nearly on the bar, found good 2} on the bar—nearly high water 
at the time. 

Inside the bar got 3} to 4 fathoms, carrying that close along the north shore. In the centre of the river 
the depth was from 7 to 9 fathoms. 

The natives on the north shore, close to the entrance, came to the beach armed, but did not communicate 
with us, although those on the south shore crossed in a canoe with a white flag, and asked us to their 
town. 

Those of the fishing villages Blu-du were armed on our anchoring off the village, but invited us by 
friendly gestures to come on shore. After we had landed they appeared to have more confidence in us. 
They live principally on fish and are fine, well-built men. 

On crossing to the north shore and anchoring for the night we received a visit from King Meamoe, of 
Yed country, who invited us to his town. He stated that he was brother, or friend to Jeboffa of Benin, and 
was most friendly to us, and very anxious for white men to trade. 

On the morning of the 2nd instant King Meamoe returned with stock, but they would not barter with 
money, tobacco and rum being asked for in exchange. 

At 6.30 p.m. we weighed and proceeded to visit the town of Golon, on the south bank. They received 
us on the beach in the most friendly manner and conducted us to the King, who asked why I had come into 
the river. I replied that I had come to see the state of the bar and river, and to see what articles of trade 
were to be procured, and also whether the natives would be friendly to white traders. They promised that if 
white traders came they would get plenty of palm oil and ivory, and were most anxious for ships to come 
in the river. 

I was presented with a goat, two fowls and some yams, returning the compliment with rum and a few 
provisions, 

We left these people much pleased with our visit. 

I could not ascertain whether there had been any ships in the river lately, or, indeed, at any other time ; 
but I see no difficulty in a slave ship running in and shipping her cargo in one day. 

The natives are the finest I have seen on the coast. I should imagine that one would be equal, or more 
in value in Cuba than two Congo slaves. They are marked with a thin blue line down the nose and three 
cuts on each cheek. The women are tattooed nearly all over. 

On coming out we steered north-west, until seeing an openiny through the serf, we steered out west in 
2} to 3 fathoms. 

We carried 5 and 7 fathoms close to the breakers, but were unable to sound crossing the wave owing to 
the heavy surf which was setting in. 

Mr. Holbrook and myself are of opinion that this passage is quite as deep as the other 

The ship, though anchored in four fathoms, was rolling heavily, so much so that I shifted berth further 


out last evening. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) E. G. FOOTE. 





No. 156. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Rattlesnake,” Little Fish Bay, July 11, 1865. 

I BEG to inclose, for their Lordships’ information, eA of Commander 
Ruxton’s report to me on various mobo connected with the Northern Division of 
this station, which shows the zeal, inte ligence, and interest this officer has displayed 
during the time he has been in command. 

Commander Ruxton’s remarks are very valuable, and will, I am quite certain, 
prove of much interest to their Lordships. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





[nclosure 1 in No. 156. 
Commonder Rusxton to Commodore Wilmot. 


Sir, “ Pandora,” at Sea, April 15, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for your perusal and information, the following Report on the Slave Trade 
and legal commerce as carried on in the Northern Division of this station, with the names and residences of the 
Chiefs and the principal traders, the names of the principal outlets by which vessels could escape from the different 
rivers, with a short notice of some of the tribes and their leaders, with most of whom I am personally acquainted, 
having been up nearly every creek and river from the Gallinas to the Gambia ; also some remarks on the manne 
I endeavour to keep my boat's crews in health. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. F. RUXTON. 





. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 156. 
Report on Slave Trade, Sc., called for by Article LI, Section 2, of the Slave Trade Instructions. 


IT is necessary to bring to the notice of the Commodore commanding the manner and means by which I was 
enabled to obtain this information, and in such a short period to penetrate so far, unknown previously to British 
officers ; to ascend, examine, and procure information in those rivers known as slaving stations ; to destroy, after a 
chase of three weeks, a beautiful slave-schooner, and to perform those services in far from the best season of the 
year without loss from sickness or death. 

Her Majesty’s ship under my command was supplied at Portsmouth, at my request, with a ten oared cutter. 
much larger than usually supplied to this class of vessel. 

A brass 3-pounder in the bow has the most salutary moral effect upon the natives ; it has never been fired, as 
its power is not equal to its appearance. 

The rocket can be put in the whaler. 

I also obtained, by the kindness of Admiral Drummond, a large whale boat (life), built by White, of Cowes, 
and my own whaler, accompanied by a kroo canoe, in all manned by some thirty men, formed a force, though not 
aggressive, sufficiently strong to render a —— impossible, civility the best policy, and an open attack, even 
by the wild and warlike tribes (see Captains Belcher and Vidal) on the banks of the Componee and Nunez Rivers. 
highly dangerous to those cowardly rascals, 

n the boats the reins of discipline, far from being relaxed, were drawn tauter ; the greatest attention was 
paid to the men’s food, extra rations of tea or cocoa served out, and smoking made a virtue of. 

The forethought of the Commodore commanding in giving orders to allow purchases to be made of fresh meat 
fowls, or vegetables by the officers in command of boats, to be afterwards repaid by the Paymaster, was of great 
use to us, allowing me to give the men a hearty meal of soup or Irish stew, while it enabled them, after a hard 
day’s work, to eat their ship's allowance with their tea, or the extra glass of grog that was sometimes allowed. 

Quinine was issued and drunk in the presence of the officers at daylight. 

Blanket suits cbliged to be worn at night, myself showing the example. Blue serge during the day, and as 
tornadoes were constant during the months of October and November, every effort was made to keep a dry warm 
suit ready for each man to put on the moment the rain had ceased. Awnings almost always, even under sail, 
were spread, and sometimes double, by means of sails. 

It is 10 these simple but necessary arrangements that I attribute the good health and spirits that we enjoyed, 
the sobriety aud good conduct of the men, and the total absence of any punishment whatever, 

The boats’ crews were not spared in any way, white men though they were, if the service we were engaged 
in required it; neither rain nor darkness, nor the mid-day sun, prevented our ceaseless advance; and the almost 
ubiquity cf the white boats of the “ Pandora” was an endless subject of wonder among the native tribes. 

A strong spirit of emulation existed between the boats, and our progress was wonderfully rapid. 

The whale boats did and could pull fourteen hours out of twenty-four without apparent fatigue. It is scarcely 
necessary to state that this would not have been done if I had not been seconded by the zeal of the officers and 
the willingness and good temper of the men. 

Irrespective of my success in capturing the slaver, I sincerely believe that our repeated presence off the 
towns of the different Chiefs has had the best effect in doing away with the idea that we were becoming lukewarm 
in our endeavours to put an end to the Traffic in Slaves; whilst a number of petty disputes were easily and 
rapidly settled between the natives and Sierra Leone men and others calling themselves British subjects, and the 
few English merchants were overjoyed at seeing their own flag, after having been constantly twitted with French 
occupation for the last three rents as well as their material interests advanced and their security guaranteed, 
as the news of the indemnity obtained by me in the Mellacorree from the Chiefs was well known, 

The ship herself was cruizing off the mouths of the rivers, as the numerous outlets permit the slavers 
when chased by boats to cross from river to river by means of creeks, and it was requisite to make our small 
force extend as far as possible. 


Mellacorree River. 


The Traffic in Slaves in this country is carried on partly by canoes, and partly by land; the latter plan 
entirely was adopted whilst I was senior officer of the Northern Division. 

They are marched round at the back of Sierra Leone from the Sherbro, through and from Quia, across to 
Sierra Leone River, and are sold among the Zoozoos and in the Barrizee country; they are generally well treated 
from causes that deserve a separate paragraph, and are employed in the cultivation of ground nuts and rice. 

Except in cases of gross misconduct, they are seldom sold to foreigners, nor have any slave ships been in the 
river for many years. . 

Legal commerce, divided amongst three large and some smaller factories, is very considerable. Mr. Rosen- 
bush, F, Reader and Co., and Mr. Heddle, have large and well-conducted factories. One Mr. Reader lives in 
great comfort and health at Forecarreah, in a beautiful country. Horses, cattle, aud sheep in great ages I 
subjoin a list of the principal articles exported, almost entirely in foreign bottoms ; the nuts to France, hides to 
America. 


Ground nuts (Arachid) ais six ae e* = . 6,000 tons. 
Hides (value) ie 2 ws 8 oe .. £30,000 
Gum ” oe af ™ ai eee ais “ £4,000 
Palm oil ,, as we wie aa ar ‘ie i £3,000 
Bullocks to Sierra Leone si “a iP - ee. ais £1,500 
Beni seed (value) she ae ; be £2,000 


This takes no account of small quantities sent by Timannee and other native canoes. 

Morriecaniah and Mallageah are both large towns, stockaded, with principally a Mussulman population. 
There is a Marabout priest, a fellatah I think, at the former place, who exercises some control, but the Chief is 
Yemba Lamina; but the headmen of houses, the elders, are the real power. 

Mallageah is the ;:lace where the “ Teazer” was unfortunately beaten off with heavy loss a few years ago. 
My object in visiting thie river was for the purpose of obtaining an indemnity for goods stolen from the factory 
of Mr. Reader, which, as I have already informed you, I succeeded in doing. 


The Dobreeka River. 


A few slaves are sent down this river by canoes through the Digi-Digi creek and at the back of Komibondee 
Island, and Ballah Demva, the Head Chief of the Colloon Bagaas, who owns the left bank of the river and the Isles 
Crass A. 2H 
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de Los, for which latter place we pay him 602. a year, has large canoes, and I am sure he procures and sells slaves 
to the Eurupean dealers. He is a firm believer in fetish, and had, when I last saw him, three men in chains, and a 
court of his elders sitting to determine what was to be done with them, for they had turned themselves into leopards 
and destroved a woman in the bush, 

Vessels of ten feet draft can go up this river a long way, forty or fifty miles. It runs from the eastward, 
making a bend round the Peak of Kakulimah, and finds its way into the sea opposite the Isles de Los. 

e country is volcanic Masses of tufa show here and there. If the Mountain of Kakulimah is not active 
at present, it has been so within a very recent period, and smoke is said to be seen on its summit during the 
excessively clear periods which follow the tornadoes during the commencement and break of the rainy season. The 
natives say it burns, though the name Kakulimah implies “it is steep, impossible of ascent.” 

I am strongly of opinion that the Isles de Los and that neighbourhood was the turning point of the voyage of 
Hanno, the Carthaginian Admiral ; it seems to agree better than the other numerous places given out by the 
learned as the end of that famous expedition. And the description of the country from Jeba to the Mellacorree 
as related to me as it was even thirty years ago, seemed to agree in a wonderful manner. Almost the very words 
were used by my informant, and he doacribed the great herds of large baboons in the country. But I will not 
enter into this controversy. Both the population and the cultivation appear to have decreased in the last half 
century in all this country. 

he legal trade of the Dobreeka and Bremiah rivers, for they may be taken together, is small. but in the 
former extending. Considerable numbers of hides are procurable with beni seed and gum, ground nuts, &c. An 
American house, with Captain for agent, and a French house, that also does business in the Rio Pongas 
(M. Pons), are the chief traders. 

We crossed by creeks from the Dobreeka into the Bremiah River when in chase of the schooner, and pulled 
up the latter river till we caino to the rapids above which the tide does uot flow. For the last eighteen miles we 
had the hills of Loomba on our right, distant not more than five miles, running parallel with the stream which 
ran to the north-east. They were covered with bright green grass and large open spaces clear of tives, and were 
from 1,800 to 2,090 feet in height. 

Two distant terraces, like the roads of Glen Roy, ran along the south-west side; indeed, my attention was 
called to them by the men pointing them out as “a real road ;” they were probably ancient beaches, and were 
some 800 feet above the sea level. 

A little before 5 in the morning we could hear the rush of the rapids, and as we advanced the stream became 
full of islands, 

We anchored a short half mile below the falls; and as soon as it was light I landed and, with Mr. Lawson, 
the Government Interpreter, and my coxswain, started to walk up to the town. 

We ascended over limestone rock all the way to the stockade, about three quarters of a mile, and about 
300 feet above the river on a sort of plateau. The sun was just rising, large and red, as I looked round and down 
the path we had come up. To the southward the lofty peak of Kakulimah, with its conical crater plainly visible, 
stood ont in the solid darkness, casting its dark shadow over the plain. On its left, with the light just glinting 
their green sides, stood the Paps of Loomba, while hill and forest stretching away brought the eye round to the 
river clear and bright, dashing along through rocks and foliage till it was lost among tie huge overhanging trees. 
Beneath us two small columns of smoke ascended into the calm still air, showing where the three boats were at 
their anchorage ‘The morning air was fresh and clear ; far away towards the sea the mist rose heavy and clammy 
from the sodden mangrove swamp, but where we stood it was bright and invigorating. 

The natives were gathering round us, all armed, some with muskets others with swords, and watching us from 
behind the great cotton trees. We moved on, and entering the stockade picked out the most decent looking man 
and made him conduct us to the Chief's house. He is a well-known slave-dealer, and we have no Treaty with 
him, which is a pity, as at least one European, a man named Kitan, an Italian. lives im his territory, and keeps a 
large cutter up the river. Depéts of slaves are also ready to be sent down by the tide to the entrance. 

The Chiet appears to be a quiet respectable sort of man, with some power personally over the tribe, and was 
very civil to us. A very small stipend, paid regularly, would stop the export of slaves from that river if properly 
managed at first. ‘Ihe Chief, at my request, ordered a fair to be held on the river side, and we got plenty of 
fowls, &c., though high prices. 

Soon after 8 A M. we begun to retrace our steps, with oars again, and except for one short hour the boats’ 
crews pulled on till 6 p.m. 

There is a creek running to the northward on the right bank of the river, and about four miles from its mouth, 
called the Cabaleer Creek, which should always be searched, as it is a hiding-place for boats and slaves during the 
time the slaver is waiting outside. 





The Rio Pongas. 


A once famous slave-station. This river, well known in the annals of the Slave Trade, has the character of 
an estuary, with one large river and many sinall streams running into it. It ha» four mouths, viz., cne to the south, 
the Cantiloon Bar, not passable, except for large launches in fine season; Sand Bar, sixteen feet water at high 
water spring tides; the Mud Bar, about the same water but safer, for the bottom is mud and the rollers less 
heavy, but it takes a sailing-vessel four or five days to get round from it into the main river; the most northerly is 
the Taponea Bar, about six feet water and a heavy surf. There are creeks running in all directions in which it 
would be easy to hide a vessel; a couple of boats could search them in two days. 

I pulled up the river for many miles, expecting it 10 get more narrow, when suddenly I found myself under a 
range of green hills, in front and at their base what appeared to be a ruined town, but in reality pillars and rocks 
of basaltic formation worn by weather or by water in former ages into curious contortions, one appeariny like a 
village church. Many small streams formed a sort of basin with numerous islands. On our left was the town 
(stockaded) of Lana; in front, the town of Bangalong, formerly a large and influential place, with a large trade 
with the interior; and on our right, in an admirably selected situation, rose the fort of Farinhia, still well kept 
and strong, with heavy guns on traversing platforms at the angles in circular bastion, side tackles in their places, 
aud spouge and rammer standing ready. 

Slave Trade.—I am inclined to think that owing to the extreme jealousy existing between Mrs. Lightbourne, 
of Farinhia, Style Osman, of Bangalong, and Faber, of Lana, as well as between the purely native Chiefs (for two 
of the former have some European blood in them), as well as the neighbourhood of Sierra Leone, to which one of 
them might send intelligence, that no slaving ix absolutely carried on at present in the river, but they are all 
most willing and anxious for a chance. Mrs. Ligntbourne told me she was tired of it, and as she is a nice 
old woman of more than seventy perhaps she is. But it is iike gambling—once they begin they can't stop if 
thy wish it. 
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The country is clear and open, plenty of cattle, and milk in abund nce, the only place on the West Cuast 
that I have seen it in any quantity. 

- ban fo on ason of the old woman, has a stockade and well-built wharf a little above Devil Island, 
isa T. 

Trade.—Entirely in the hands of the French; the exports much the same as Mellacorree river, in 
smaller quantities. Now and then, however, a little coffee and some gold is exported, but less than formerly. 
There are two or three small factories, but a great want of capital apparently, A few boats come from Sierra 
i - Goree. There is a large missionary establishment on the creek leading to the Cantiloon Bar, at a 
place ca : 

The people appear to be turbulent and rapacious, and the rents paid for the factories are very high. The 
Custome levied, however, do not exceed 2} per cent. M. Pons and Co., and a Mr. Franty, a Prussian subject 
acting for a French house, seem to be the two principal traders. 

By taking advantage of the tide, it is easier to examine this river than it would appear to be. In four days 
on one occasion I did it thoroughly. 

There is an Englishman, I fancy a seaman, who has lived amongst the natives for many years on the 


Taponea Creek. He trades a little, and lives exactly as one of the natives. Personally I did not meet him, though 
my boats did. 





The Rio Nunez. 


Though on a larger scale, it is an estuary like the Pongas. Large vessels can go up thirty or forty miles 
with the greatest ease. Plenty of water over the bar, an admirable spot on Sand Island to beach a vessel, thirteen 
feet rise and fall, and a hard sand beach to lie on; the sea breeze could reach you every way. No inhabitants. 
A vessel drawing three feet of water can go up to Debucko, where the French have a concession of land, It is 
said the position was chosen by General Faidherbe in person; it is above Walkeria a little. A vessel drawing 
fourteen feet would have no difficulty in going to Repasse. 

Slave Trade—I believe that the slavers do not absolutely go into the river, but lie further north, at the 
entrance of the labyrinth of creeks that join the Nunez with the Componee and with the sea, beyond the surveys 
of our officers. As I did not sound all the way, I cannot speak with certainty, but I believe the “ Pandora” 
might be taken more than half way to Bulama without once sceing the sea. I have, however, heard that slaves 
have been shipped instead of ground-nuts, but it may not be true. 

Legal Trade—Vhis is very large, almost entirely in French hands, though Repasse, belonging to a half- 
caste British subject, born in Gambia, a Mr. Cansey, is the best situated, and has been a flourishing place. 
Large iron-roofed stores, built when iron was not so common as now, two good houses, smithy and carpenter's 
workshop, broken boats, two Thames racing wherries, pictures, mirrors, good furniture broken and worm-eaten, 
show what it has been. Some ten miles below, on the same bank (the right), is the factory of M. Sainton, very 
large «nd admirably arranged, doing a large trade direct with Marseilles. The powder magazine is far better 
built than any in our West Coast Colonies, 

Two miles below, on the left bank, close to a town where Gurrah, the Head Chief, sometimes lives, is 
another French factory belonging to a Goree house. A mile or so below is Canyap, the proper Chief's town, 
and it is from this place that the creeks diverge far to the north, past the Componee and Carsinnee—the natives 
call the principal one Bumfa Creek, but I am not sure that it is the right name. 

The people in the upper part of the river belong to the Naloo tribe. Near the sea are Bagas, naked Bagas. 
These latter are a part of the Baga tribe that inhabit the coast northward from the Scarcies, and are divided into 
the Colloon Bagas, the Koba Bagas, and the naked Bagas. 

The Chief Yarrah is by way a Mahomedan, and when sober is a remarkably clear-headed fellow, and has a 
great deal of power. ” 

Had I encouraged them they would willingly bave put the whole country under British protection. They are 
dreadfully frightened that the French should come and take the river; they swore they would fight to the last. 
Several Chiefs spoke to me about it. 

I tried hard to get an idea of the trade, but though nothing could exceed the civility of the French gentlemen, 
I could make out little from them. Mr. Cansey said 200,000 bushels of ground-nuts, beni-seed, hides, coffee of 
first quality, a little gold. 

It is a very fine river and Debucko is the place where the great paths from the Foulah country first strike 
the salt water, and all the trade, even going down to Sierra Leone, passes a very few miles from that place. 


The Componee River. 


A large wide river with a shallow bar and strong stream ; little or nothing is known of it; even at Sierra 
Leone the name was scarcely known. ‘The natives were said to be treacherous and warlike, allowing no boats or 
vessels to ascend the river. I had one or more boats in it and off it for two months, and found them harmless and 
quiet. They are Naloos. 

It is in this river that the hiding-places of the slavers that trade to the north of Sierra Leone are, sometimes 
in one creek, sometimes in another. 

About seven miles up on the southernmost bank there is a large creek running to the Nunez, which it enters 
above Victoria; and twenty miles up this creek are barracoons. besides a large ground-nut farm: they hide their 
canoes there also. It would be dangerous to get into this place with small boats, for at low water rocks prevent 
your escape, if beaten in an attack. 

The schooner we captured was hid for a long time above Capean, a village on the northernmost bank, and on 
the centre island indicated on the chart. 

I ascended that creek, and traced it to the north and westward for at least forty miles, till I came to the sea 
again just to the south of the Carsinnee River. 

gal Trade.—Little or none is carried on from this river, except by canoes through the creeks; a French 
schooner did get a cargo, or part rather, in it, but it was furnished by Yurrah and his brother, from their farms 
on the Bumfa. 

Slave Trade.—I believe this river, with its creeks communicating with the Nunez to the eastward, and the 
River Carsinnee to the north and west, is and has been the head-quarters of the slave-vessels , they make the 
Conflict Reef, run into the river, hide there, and send messages to their agents. Yami Tongoe, the clef 1e-ident 
at Capcan, is an agent for or under Yurrah. A few scattered Sierra Leone men keep up a communication with 
that town, and keep the slavers au fait at the movements of the cruizers. 
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The Carsinnes River. 


A large river or inlet, with s depth of from eight to ten fathoms; it lies nearly due 
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or , two is 
mT was told thet, Trips leh ta ahvcns evtag: Woek thar 





Some Remarks on the Slave Trade as carried on from the Countries between the Colonies of Sierra Leone and 
Gambia to the Islands of Cuba and Cape de Verds. 


It has been a generally received idea that the Slave Traffic from the North Coast between the above-named 
places was nearly extinct. It appears to me, however, that it is like all other trades, if the people in Cuba want 
slaves they get If they are not in want of them, then, and then only, the Trade ceases. 

There are rivers, creeks, towns, provisions, water, and slaves in places where no British man-of-war has ever 
been, of which there is no record and no surveys whatever. , 

A trade in ships is carried on over what is marked in our latest charts as unknown. 

are made with, and subsidies paid tv, people actively engaged in the Slave Trade. 

The Governor of Sierra Leone appears to have no means whatever of ascertaining whether the Treaty made 
to-day is not broken to-morrow. 
oe . people will sell anybody. Yurrah, Head Chief of the Nunez, told me if he wanted money he would sell 

is brother. 

The very people who have been dragged from the hold of the Spanish slave-ship by British seamen, fed and 
nurtured by the British Government, and even now in drink and immorality drag out their vicious lives under the 
protection of the British flag, are the foremost in the race to enslave their hapless countrymen. In Sierra Leone 
the plans hatched in Cuba bring forth their evil brood 

The mail-steamer in comfort brings the gentleman slave-dealer; he generally carries with him a considerable 
amount in doubloons and dollars, with a good bill or two on a certain London house; rarely he makes use of 
agents, but generally proceeds himself to the rivers in a large native canoe; he then enters into agreements with 
the native Chiefs, first giving them a large “ dash,” or present of moncy aud goods, and then the stipulated sum of 
35 to 45 dollars for tik slave. 

From time to time the number of men-on-war on this station, with the character of their captains, their pro- 
bable time of being at sea or at Sierra Leone, with their respective orders, are, strange as it may seem, communi- 
cated to him. 

On a certain day a message reaches him, sent in some inconceivable way, only to be guessed at by those who 
know with what wonderful rapidity intelligence travels among the natives; not till then does the trader repair to 
his rendezvous. 

In a day or two a fast boat, with the captain or supercargo of the slaver, meets him; all is arranged—time, 
places of call, the number to be shipped, &c., and the captain returns to his vessel that has been securely moored 
in a mangrove hidden creek, in some place not even marked in any chart. 

On the appointed day every precaution is taken to see that the coast is clear. The schooner hauls out with 
the aid of canoes, and she starts for her destination ; sometimes there is an alarm, then she is again hid, but if not, 
she lays off the appointed bay or river, and the collected negroes are shipped at once in boats, canoes, cutters, and 
sometimes even in boats of merchant-ships, and with the morning land breeze she soon leaves the coast behind. 

Formerly slavers ran direct for the rivers they were going to ship in; now they wait in one river and ship 
anywhere, the slaves being collected and sent down to them. 

The gentleman slave-dealer sees the white sails slipping below the distant horizon, gets into his boat and 
returns to Bierra Leone, starts for Teneriffe by the steamer (the English mail), and brags on the way that “he 
does more to civilize Africa than all the wealth of Britain.” 

At Teneriffe he meets the steamer for the Havana, and returns to make his ages to the Company. 

The present Agent is named Signor Valentine Abdul, an American calling himself sometimes an English- 
man ; and I believe a citizen of Liberia, named Butler, does a great deal of the hard and dirty work, and an Italian 
named Kitan, who has a cutter of about 12 tons, also collects slaves for him. The misery and sickness amongst 
the crews of the slavers makes it wouderful to me how they manage to get men to man them. 


Miscellaneous Information. 


There is evidently a movement going on tending to break up the slavery system as carried on among the 
natives themselves. This is totally unconnected in any way with either our colonies or our missionaries, nor is it 
to be attributed to any British or foreign influence. 

There are two small districts, one inland, and at the back of the Baga country, near the head of the Dobreeka 
River, and another nearer the sea, and about six hours march from Canyap, on the south or left bank of the 
Nunez, where a number of runaway slaves hold out against their former masters. 

The last-mentioned place is called Cuba ti fing; the town was founded fourteen years ago by a body of slaves, 
said to have escaped from the Foulah country. It has greatly increased of late, and they are said to be able to 
bring 1,000 fighting men into the field. 

The Head Man hegre, Sa! the Bambara country, from Sego, on the Niger, his name is Farer; it is curious 
that in speaking of him in Englieh the natives never style him King, Chief, or Head Man, but always Governor. 

This town was attacked last year by the Foulahs, assisted by the Zoozoo Chiefs, but they were beaten off 
with t loss. 

i aes force, and I was told 200 horsemen, came down from Jimbo, the capital of the Futa Jallon country, 
to assist and regain their slaves. 

My informants told me that the people of Cuba ti fing worked very hard, had plenty to eat, but great 
difficulty in a and ammunition; that any runaway slaves were gladly received and given land, and 
assisted, no matter where they came from ; but still it seemed to be admitted that some of the Head Men would 
buy slaves if they could. It was said they would not sell them, but I doubt that part of the story. 

Many things, too wonderful to relate, were told me about these people; they neither give nor take quarter. 
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ment or difficulty, though we were constantly acting in i soni 
Given on board Her M "s gun-vessel “ Pan this 15th day of : 1865. 
Ural tals iio WwW. FL R TON, Commander, 


Her Majesty's gun-ceseel “ Pandora,” Senior Officer, North Division. 


? 





No. 157. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


r, ** Rattlesnake,” Ascension, ust 21, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to request you will inform their Lordships that I have 
considered it necessary to send the “Zebra” to England, without waiting for a 
vessel to relieve her in consequence of the debilitated state of her officers and 
crew. 

Upon my arrival at this island from St, Helena, on the 14th, I found the 
“ Zebra” at anchor, much to my astonishment. 

Commander Lindsay was in a very weak state, has since been to the hospital ; 
and Lieutenant Farquharson, with the Assistant Surgeon, were at the Mountain 
Hospital ; a great number of the ship’s company were prostrated by fever, the effect 
of service up the River Mellacorrie, at the end of June last, in consequence of a 
requisition from the Acting Govertior of Sierra Leone. 

I inclose the correspondence on this subject for their Lordships’ information. 

The vessel that arrives at Sierra Leone to relieve the “ Zebra ” will find orders 
there to take up her station on the Northern Division. 

I am happy to say that no deaths have occtrred in the ‘‘ Zebra” in consequence 
of the expedition. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 157. 
Commander Lindsay to Commodore Wilmot. 


Sir, “ Zebra,” Ascension, August 8, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to report that in accordance with the inclosed requisition from the Acting Governor 
and merchants of Sierra Leone, I proceeded to the River Mellacorrie on the 24th June, and the following 
day having crossed the bar in three fathoms, anchored off Fernando Po, about twenty miles up. 

I there communicated with Mr. Reader, one of the ap. traders, from whom I learnt the state of 
affairs up the river was very unsati , and that the i 
not in any way ated. I therefore ed it advisable to send three of my boats manned and armed, 


carried out. 


A ing to your orders, and the wishes expressed in the Acting Governor's letter, I gave directions that 
nothing shoul pe Aten them to take hostile proceedings against the natives, short of protecting their own 
lives, and also the Europeans and their pee. 

After receiving a report from Lieutenant Farquharson, I up the river in my gig, and visited 
the boats, returning the following day. I found the report to be quite true, nothing suit late tae serea, 
native towns burnt, thie Gepctlentin 


ing country laid waste, one or two of the factories pillaged, property to a 
considerable value taken away, and the wives and daughters of the clerks treated with great barbarity. 


I need say that our timely arrival saved many lives and much p 

Lieutenant ais aed ports shonet wack, eee eT ill were decisive, putting a stop to 
all depredations, protecting life , and seeing justice done. found the country overrun by 
aset of Timmanies, who had no right there, and the people of the town of ie without.a King. The 
heir to the crown, , premised that if he was crowned he should put a stop to all the disturbances in 
the river, also see that stolen were restored and the money paid at a certain date, giving notes of hand 
for the same, as well as all of brought before him. 


, therefore, 
Lieutenant Farquharson party. 
ha lato park of, Mokbeary’e pressing wee proved in She.cems of. re i having been taken in the 
act of. plundering by our men, and justice ving teen deumnde’ by She officer ia, command of, the 
Seaereh De o Soeeeoe move Sogee, eat the ringleader had his right hand cnt off, ecoording to 
we country. 
In all I felt quite satisfied with the performance, and will of what has been done. 
Tacos copy of inte of Una oil fom he merchant fhe Malate River I 
Crass A. 5 ; 
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_ The near i oo of the mail from Sierra Leone prevented my further stay up the river. Leaving the 
pinnace behind, I proceeded to that place, and having received the mails, returned to pick up my boat. 

I am sorry to report that a great deal of sickness has been contracted since our arrival on this station, 
forty-two cases of fever, and others with ulcers being in the sick list on our return from Mellacorrie. 

In consequence of which I deemed it necessary to cruize at sea for a short time. 

A marked difference having appeared im the health of the men, but as I feared a too hasty return to the 
coast would only bring on a second outbreak, and being much in want of stores, nine months being now due, 
and sails and ropes being bee worn, and seeing no means of replacing them, the hoisting gear for the 
after fannel having been completely carried away, preventing the getting up or down of the same, and all the 
boilers being most defective, the porta leaking, and not consideri the ship in a fit state to make a voyage to 
England in the winter months without some slight refit, I have thought it advisable to proceed to this port, 
where I have this day the honour to report my arrival. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) Cc. L. LINDSAY. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 157. 
Messrs. Broadhurst and Frame to the Acting Collector of Customs. 


Sir, Free Town, Sierra Leone, June 17, 1865. 

WE beg to inform you that the registered British cutter “ Mosquito” has been forcibly seized and 
carried away from our factory at Berika, in the Zowricariole River, by a lot of Timmaux war men, sent 
into the Moriah country by Bokharry, a Moriah chief, aided by Lulban Lahi, and other Siminane Chiefs 
in treaty with Her Majesty's Government. 


We have to request you will report the above facts to the Commander or senior naval officer on the 
Station. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) BROADHURST AND FRAME. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 157. 
The Acting Governor of Sierra Leone to Captain Lindsay. 


Sir, Sierra Leone, June 19, 1865. 

AS disturbances of a seriousnature, affecting the liberty and safety of British subjects and their property, 
exist in the neighbourhood of the Mellacorrie Rivers, I shall feel obliged if you will render such assistance 
as you are able with Her Majesty's ship under your command, to protect the lives and property of the 
residents in that locality. 

{ shall be happy to show you the report I have received on the subject. From all accounts, I have 
reason to believe that a considerable amount of valuable property has been destroyed, and that much alarm, 
which is not altogether groundless, exists amongst the merchants, who are consequently removing their goods 
from the factories in that neighbourhood. 

& 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) W. S. CHAMBERLAYNE. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 157. 
The Acting Collector of Customs to Captain Lindsay. 
Sir, Rawdon Street, Sierra Leone, June 20, 1865. 
I AM requested by the President of the Sierra Leone Chamber of Commerce, and by Messrs. Broadhurst 
and Frame (the owners) to communicate to you the ill seizure of the Brit’sh cutter “ Mosquito,” of 


this port, by a lot of Timmean war men, sent into the Moriah country by Bokharry, a Moriah Chief. 
inclose Messrs. Broadhurst and Frame’s letter to me on the subject. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) M. O’SHAW. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 157. 
Messrs. Reader, Valatin, §c., to Captain Lindsay. 


Dear Sir, Mellacorrie River, July 11, 1865. 
WE, the undersigned French and English merchants and traders, from our deep sense of gratitude, 
cannot allow this opportunity to pass, without expressing to you our sincere thanks for the valuable services 
you have rendered us in particular, and the cause of humanity in general; for, had it not been for your 
opportune arrival here, it is impossible to say what might have occurred, or, in fact, whether we should not 
sir have shared the same fate as Messrs. Broadhurst and Frame; for, as you are fully aware, from correct 
information received since your arrival, the factories belonging to this firm at Berika and Bambjiah, have been 
plundered, and com ly destroyed by a horde of Timmane aa brought into the country by Bokharry, 
thus involving on the firms a loss of 6,000/. Not satisfied with plundering, these savages went further, and 
behaved with great brutality to the wives of the clerks and mechanics employed at Berika—all of them 
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British subjects. Mr, Broadhurst was tied, and grossly insulted. His brother, lately arrived from England, 
was maltreated, that fever ensued, and ultimately death. We feel it, therefore, our bounden duty to thank 
you oe. for the notes of hand you have procured from Allemany Bokharry, Chief of this country, 
for benefit of Messrs. Broadhurst and Frame, as we are satisfied, but for your active and energetic 
measures in this matter, they would have had to submit to their loss. 

The factories of Messrs. ory ro Dwis, and Co., under the superintendence of M. Vaiatin, have 
been robbed to the extent of about 2,000/. 

There is now in the Mellacorrie town, in the possession of different parties, goods and produce 
pes to upwards of 20,0001., which, we believe, would have been destroyed or stolen but for your able 
protection. 

In conclusion, we wish you every success, and you to tender our united thanks to your officers for 
their good services to us, and the effective manner in which they have carried out your instructions. 


We have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. READER. 
EDWD. READER. 
A. VALATIN. 


ALPH. LEIGNAC. 

FERD. LEIGNAC. 

T. LEWIS. 

BROADHURST AND FRAME. 
THOS. J. WILLIAMS. 





No. 158. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “‘ Rattlesnake,” Ascension, August 26, 1865. 
| HAVE the honour to inclose, for the information of their Lordships, copy of 
a letter received from Messrs. Horsfall’s Agent in the River Benin, relative to the 
fine imposed by me upon Adjoki, Chief of Warree, in January last, by which their 
Lordships will see that the whole fine of twenty-five puncheons of oil has been 
aid. 
It will be satisfactory to their Lordships to know that all the fines imposed by 
me on various Chiefs in several rivers have been now settled satisfactorily. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure in No. 158. 


Mv. Goldstone to Commodore Wilmot. 
Sir, Benin River, June 21, 1865. 
I BEG to inform you that since my last the Warree people have paid the remaining five puncheons of 
palm oil, making in all twenty-five puncheons, imposed by Commodore Wilmot in January last. 
The natives being anything but amiable, we are looking anxiously for your promised visit about July 
next. 
On behalf of the other Europeans and self. 


Lam, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD GOLDSTONE, 
Resident Agent to Messrs. C. Horsfall and Sons, Liverpool. 





No. 159. 
Commander Ruston to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
[Report on Rivers on West Coast of Africa.] 





No. 160. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “‘ Rattlesnake,” Ascension, October 23, 1865. 
IN compliance with their Lordships’ directions contained in a letter dated the 
23rd August, 1865, I have the honour to state that I have called upon Commander 
Douglas, of the “Torch,” for a full explanation of his proceedings on the occasion 
of a visit recently made by that gun-vessel to the coast of Liberia, and have directed 
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him to forward a. duplicate of his Report direct to their Lordships from the 


Bights. 
Ihave, &c, 
‘(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 


; 7: anaemia Douglas’ Repert of proceedings to me on this occasion is 
inc ; 





Inclosure 1 in No. 160. 
Commander Douglas to Commodore Wilmot. 


Sir, “Torch,” Jellah Coffee, June 2, 1865. 

IN compliance with your orders to visit Trade Town, on the coast of Liberia, and to inquire into 
any disputes or other misunderstandings that have taken place between the English traders and the natives 
or authorities there, 

2, I have the honour to inform you that I left Sierra Leone on the morning of the 14th of May, 1865, 
for that purpose, and arrived at Trade Town on the morning of the 17th of the same month, and put myself 
in communication with the native authorities and the British merchant (Mr. Akhurst), and find as foliows, 
Viz. i— 

3. That King Bouyah would not allow the English traders to ship their palm oil from his territory on 
account of the Liberian Government having passed a Bill called “Port o Entry Bill,” which came into 
force on the Ist January 1865, by which all trade with the natives coastwise has been forbidden, in defiance 
of Article II. of the Treaty between the English Government and that of Liberia. But King Bouyah does 
not see why or for what reason the Liberians have made such a law, as he does not owe allegiance to 
the Liberian Government; as he says that neither he, his father, or grandfather ever sold their country to 
Liberia, but that he owes allegiance to the British Crown; so he would not allow the oil to be shipped unless 
the merchants deposited money to go on trading with, which they would not do, as a fine of 10,000 dollars 
“4 the _ of the vessel would be inflicted on them by the Liberian Government for breaking the Port of 

ntry Law. 

4. King Bouyah earnestly requests that his claims to be placed under the protection of the British flag 
may be taken into consideration, as he is very anxious for the affairs of his country to be settled. 

5. King Bouyah has given up all the oil to the British merchant (Mr. Akhurst), as he says it is not 
from any ill-feeling towards the merchants that he kept it, but in consequence of the Bill which has been 
passed which prohibits him from trading, and thereby is rives him from all support. 

6. He appears to be very anxious that trade should still be carried on at Trade Town. I have not 
authorized the merchants to land any more money or merchandize, but have advised them to wait until the 
claims of this country to the protection of the British flag should be inquired into. 

7. King Bouyah has informed me that as soon as the-oil has been shipped he will make war with the 
Liberians, in which he expects to be joined by several Kings, as they will not allow that the Liberian 
Government has power to prevent merchants from trading with them. 

8. I have strongly recommended him to wait till he should hear further from yourself or the Governor 
at Sierra Leone, but he says he will not, but will go to war at once. 

9. I to add that King Bouyah appears to be very intelligent, and well disposed to the merchants 
trading on the coast, and I would eat recommend that his claims should be inquired into, as, from 
information received, it is my opinion that the Liberians have no grounds for claiming this territory. 

10. I beg to inclose a copy of a letter from Mr. Akhurst to me, and copies of correspondence with 
the Liberian Government respecting the detention of property in his charge by the native Chiefs of the 
various places along the coast. 

11. Seeing that the detention of the oil was the only misunderstanding between the lish traders 
and the King of Trade Town, and after the latter promised me it should be given up, and Mr. wurst being 
quite satistied, and having no other complaint to make, I sailed for Cape t Castle on the afternoon of 
the 12th May, and arrived there on the morning of the 28th of the same month. 

12. I am sorry to say that the Governor of Cape Coast Castle was too unwell to see me on my arrival. 
I remained there until the 80th, hoping to be able to get an interview with his Excellency, but was unable 
on account of the dangerous state of his health. The Colonial Secretary informed me that he did not think 
a man-of-war was required at Cape Coast, so I sailed for this place on the above date, touching at Accra, 
a“ remained at that place about two hours to leave some provisions from Cape Coast for the troops stationed 
there. 

13. L arrived here on the forenoon of the 1st of June, and received orders from the senior officer of 
the Bights division to assist in weighing the “ Vindictive's” anchor, and then to join Her Majesty's sloop 
“Sparrow,” cruizing between Porto Segooro and Great Popo, and to divide her station with me. 

14. Thave-io sad that the officers named in the margin® were left behind by the mail steamer “ Ethiope” 
at Cape Coast Castle, and that I brought them down here and placed them on board the “ Vindictive” to 
wait a passage to join your flag. : 

15. Having weighed the “ Vindictive’s” anchor, I proceed so join Her Majesty’s ship “ Sparrow” 
to-morrow afternoon. 


ve, 


T ha q 
<= (Signed) G. A. DOUGLAS. 





* Lieutenants C. R. Forrest, F. J. Easther, and Ph. Lucas; Sub-Lieutenants Jno. S. Brome ; Midshipmen 
Geo. Pée and W. H Roberts. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 160. 
Mr. Akhurat to Mr. Blyden. 


1865. 
the honour to inform you that the Chiefs at the various places along the coast have refused to 
allow me to ship off the property, goods, and luce now in my various factories unless I would previous! 
land WA lente eth ae eee 


: 





Inclosure 3 in No. 160. 
Mr. Payne to Mr. Alkchurst. 


Sir, Department of State, Monrovia, January 4, 1865. 

I AM directed by the Honourable of State to tensa Be receipt of communication of 
the 4th instant, and to say that the matter to which you have called the attention of this Department is now 
claiming the consideration of this Government. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) JAS. J. PAYNE, Senior Clerk, Department of State 





Inclosure 4 in No. 160. 


Mr. Akhurst to Mr. Blyden. 
Sir, “ Hind,” Monrovia, January 7, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of the communication from your Department, dated 4th 
instant, delivered to me on the 6th. 

I respectfully to inform the Government of the Republic of Liberia of the amount of property at 
present detained by the natives at the various places along the coast of Liberia, owing to some misunder- 
standing respecting the Port of Entry Bill now in force, and I mene fully to notify the Government of 
the Republic of Liberia that I hold the said Government responsible for the amount of the said property, 
amounting to 10,570 dollars and 45 cents, or thereabout, until such time as the said Government compel 
the natives to deliver up the same, or pay the amount as shown in the ——— ing schedule. I also beg 

tfully to motify the Government of the Republic of Liberia that from an afer ¢ the 10th January, 1865, 
Is hold them responsible for demurrage for the detention of the barque “ Hind,” caused by the refusal of 
the natives to allow me to ship off the property at the various places, at the rate of 43 dollars edhe j and 





also 10 per cent. i ry profit on the property now laying at the various factories, which ‘have, 
accrued I bee: sewed to ship off fg rate property. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES J. AKHURST, Agent for Hatton and Cookson, Liverpool. 
Inclosure 5 in No. 160. 
Mr. Payne to Mr. Akhurst. 
Sir, Department of State, Monrovia, January 10, 1865. 
I AM directed by the Honourable oe * State to acknow' 7 of your communication of 
the 7th instant, informing the Government of the amount of property now hel i the natives, and that you 


hold the Government msible for the said property, also from and after the 10th January you hold the 
said Government resposible for demurrage, &c. 

eek aay agian 9d tothe tc micheal woreda ceeding mc taser ia e Ratllaa 
different points; for example, specify what articles you have at Trade Town, their prices, é&c. 

You are also requested to state to the Government :— 

Ist. Why the e' to remove your property from the coast was deferred until within a period of the 
time for the of Entry Bill to go into operation. 

god. Why, if the efort 
of it. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 160. 
Mr. Akhurst to Mr, Blyden. 
Sir, Monrovia, pore f 11, 1865. 
January 10. 
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specify the different articles of merchandize, for I cannot tell what particular articles were sold for the 
* produce now on hand at the various factories. ; 

T have also to inform the Government, in answer to the question “why the effort to remove tho 
‘property was deferred to within a period of the Port of Entry Bat to go into operation,” that Mr. J. M. 
Raesia tt, the previous agent of Messrs. Hatton and Cookson, was gradually reducing the amount of at no 
at the various factories, but having unfortunately fallen into ill-health he was obliged to return to Eng : 
Since my arrival in Liberia on the 16th December, 1864, I have used my utmost endeavours to get off as 
tmuch as possible before sag. the Liberian Government. 





Notwithstanding, I a sufficient time to remove the property had no obstruction arisen on 
part of the natives. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES J. AKHURST, Agent for Messrs. Hatton and Cookson, Liverpool. 
Inclosure 7 in No. 160. 
Mr, Akhurst to Mr, Blyden. 
Sir, 


' Monrovia, January 12, 1865. 
I HAVE the honour to submit, for the consideration of the Government, the following :— 
If the Liberian Government will grant me an extension of time to land, ship, and deliver, I will use my 
utmost endeavours to reduce the amount of property now on shore, and guarantee that the amount of 
property there may be on shore at the expiration of such extension of time as the Government may see fit to 
~~ me shall not exceed the amount at present on shore at the various factories, as shown by the schedule 
orwarded to the Government on the 11th instant. The Liberian Government at the termination of such 
extension of time giving me aid and protection to ship off what property I may have been unable to obtain 
in consequence of boy alatrentioen arising from the natives. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) JAMES J. AKHURST, Agent for Messrs. Hatten and Cookson, Liverpool. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 160. 
Mr. Payne to Mr. Akhurst. 


Sir, Department of State, Monrovia, January 13, 1865. 

I AM directed by the Honourable Secretary of State to acknowledge the receipt of your communication 
of the 12th inst., requesting the Liberian Government will grant you an extension of time to land, ship, and 
deliver, and promising to use your utmost endeavours to reduce the amount of property now on shore, and 
to guarantee that the amount on shore at the expiration of such extension of time, &c., shall not exceed the 
amount at present on shore, the Liberian Government granting aid and protection at the termination of 
such extension of time to ship off what property you may have been unable to obtain, &c. &c. &e. 

In reply, I am to say that the Government having carefully considered your request and proposals, 
cannot see what advan is to be gained either by the Republic or 5 your firm, if at the end of any granted 
extension of time there should be the same amount of property on shore, and you should still look to the 
Government for aid and protection. 

The Government could have no objection to your proceeding down the coast and operating among the 
Aborigines, so long as those operations shall be confined to the shipment of your property. Bunt the Govern- 
ment cannot allow you to land any more goods at such place as are not ports of Entry under the proposition 
contained in your communication of yesterday. 

I am further directed to say that the Government have concluded to discontinue correspondence on this 
subject in the present form. to are advised therefore to refer the mi.tter at once to your Government, 
meanwhile every effort will be made by this Government to obtain your property from the hands of the 
natives. 

The Government can entertain no demand for demurrage. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) JAS. J. PAYNE, Senior Clerk, Department of State. 





Inclosure 9 in No. 160. 


Mr. Akhurst to Commander Douglas. 


Sir, “ Fairie Queene,” off Trade Town, May 19, 1865. 

WITH this I beg to hand you copies of a correspondence with the Liberian Government respecting the 
detention of the property in my charge by the native Chiefs of the various places along the coast. 

The Port of Entry Bill which came into force on the lst Jan , 1865 (and of which I regret I have 
not a copy to hand you), prohibit me from —s any merchandize elsewhere than at Port of Entry, the 
native Chiefs not wishing to lose the advantage o iene with me, will not allow me to ship off the property 
consisting of hp &c. without landing first more merchandize to continue trading with them and their 
enreects, aie Na col me by the letter from the mt of _— — - Foca. I “ 
e ‘orbi to penalty for infringing the Port of En w is a fine o' X lollars an 
the forfesture of the vessel. * _ wr 

The Government of Liberia lay claim to the whole coast line from Callinas River on the north-west, to 
River San Pedro on the south-east. In many places the Chiefs deny that they have ever conceded their lands 
or country to the Liberian Government, rae ence the dispute, the native Chiefs maintaining the Liberian 
per thpaessi08 have no jurisdiction to make any laws or law that may affect their trade with the English or 
other nations, ~ 
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Bonyah, King of this place, being s man of great influence not only with his own people but with the 
surrounding tribes, I would wish if possible to upon him to give the property up +hat is now i 
— — and —— and now detained by him. a < F sail 

am of opinion if you were to request, him to give up the property without my landing more mer- 
chandize, informing him at the same time that the bcp of the right of the Liberian Gotenncent to 
interfere with his trade should be inquired into, he would allow me to ship without molestation. 

_ I would also ask your advice as to how I am to proceed in the collection of outstanding debt, no exten- 
sion of time having been allowed or given by the Liberian Government, and no notification being rendered 
to me previous to the law being put into force. The firm which I represent having been in trading 
on the coast for in of thirty years, some extension of time to wind up the business would be absolutely 
necessary to enable me * ov — portion of the debt which I consider good. 

ve, &e. 
(Signed) JAMES J. AKHURST, Agent for Messrs. Hatton and Cookson, Liverpool. 





No. 161. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ‘* Rattlesnake,” Ascension, October 23, 1865. 

1 HAVE the honour to report to their Lordship’s that I have given permission 
for Mr. Maxwell, Assistant-Paymaster in charge of the “ Investigator,” to relieve 
Lieutenant Bourchier, Royal Marine Light Infantry, in charge of the duties up the 
Niger, providing his accounts are up and in a satisfactory condition. 

Should this not be the case, | have instructed the General Officer in the Bights 
Division to volunteer a discreet and proper officer for this important service. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 


P.S.—I inclose for their Lordship’s information copy of my instructions to Lieu- 
tenant Bourchier when he went up the Niger last year. 


A. P. E. W. 





Inclosure in No. 161. 
Instructions addressed to Lieutenant Bourchier, R.M. (L.1.) 


By Arthur Parry Eardley Wilmot, Esq., &c., &c. 

1. HIS Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor of Lagos has been directed by Her Majesty's Government to 
leave some intelligent and responsible person in the Niger during the absence of Dr. Baikie in England, and 
having no one at his disposal to place in this highly important position, he has earnestly solicited me to allow 
you to remain behind. 

2. As you have volunteered for this service, and expressed your willingness to undertake the duties 
connected with it, I have no difficulty in granting his request. 

3. The position of Dr. Baikie in the River Niger has been one which for several years past has elicited 
the interest and attention of Her Majesty's Government, and I cannot too highly impress upon you the great 
necessity of adopting that line of public conduct which appears to have been so eminently successful on 
his part. 

Tt You will be there as an English officer by yourself amongst Kings, Chiefs, and tribes that have only 
lately had the advantage of intercourse with civilized soneieian, bal who have evinced decided inclination to 
be on friendly terms with the white man—particularly the English. 

5. Many of these are willing to receive the precepts of that religion which, above all others, teaches man 
the advan of civilization, with its attendant benefits of agriculture and commerce. 

6. It will be your duty to point out these advantages to them, and to show that no nation in the whole 
world, whether black or white, can possibly attain to anything ci op 8 happiness or prosperity unless 
the minds of the inhabitants are turned to the cultivation of the ground and the products that can be obtained 
by the labour of man. 

7. The exchange of these commodities, which peculiarly belongs to different countries, is so hiyhly 
beneficial in many ways, and becomes actually n as civilization advances. 

8. The climate and soil are different in all of the world, and hence the products must be different ; 
also, what will grow in Africa will not thrive in the colder regions of the north, and consequently mutual 
benefits are obtained as friendly intercourse is established. 

5. England’s great desire is to promote the happiness and prosperity of Africa by teaching the natives 
the advantages of commerce, and turning their minds towards a better state of things than at present exists 
amongst them. 

"Do. You must use forbearance, temper, judgment, and kindness of feeling in your dealings with these 
people, who live in a state of moral bon on account of their own ignorance and superstition, as well as 
that of their forefathers, and consequently cannot be expected to be emancipated from those evils without 
much trouble, labour, and time. 

11. You will correspond direct with Her Majesty’s Government by every opportunity, as Dr. Baikie has 
been accustomed to do; and you will, as occasions offer, acquaint me with your movements. 

12. I pray that you may be kept in safety, and that your exertions in the good cause may be crowned 
with success. 

13. The Government have sent out a great number of articles of different descriptions to Dr. Baikie for 
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the purpose of paying off his debts and for fature contingencies. What is not required for the first of these 
objects orill, T Tecan ba ieudedl evel ou. ita 
Given pi the “ Rattlesnake,” off the Han, the 29th day of August, 1964. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 
To Henry Seton Bourchier, Esq., r 
Lieutenant, Royal Marines (L.1.), Her Majesty’s ship “ Rattlesnake,” 
About to proceed to relieve Dr, R. Baikie, R.N., in charge of the Niger Expedition. 





No. 162. 
Commander Richards to Commodore Wilmot. 


Sir, “ Dart,” Jellah Coffee, September 13, 1865. 

IN obedience to your order dated at Ascension the 16th ultimo, | have inquired 
into the circumstances of the boarding of French vessels in the Bights of Benin, and 
have made special inquiries about the brig “ Zouave,” but can gain no intelligence 
regarding her. 

1 remember very well having seen that vessel some months ago, but she has not 
been boarded by any cruizer now in this division. 

Commander Junes of Her Majesty's ship “ Sparrow,” denies all knowledge of 
the vessel, as shown in his reply tomy memo. to him on the subject, a copy of which 
is inclosed. ‘ 

The only case that I can discover as having occurred at all, is that of a cruizing 
boat of Her Majesty’s ship “Espoir” in March last, in charge of Mr. Ingram, 
Master’s-Assistant (which unfortunate young officer was afterwards drowned with 
his boat’s crew in the surf at Appi) who, contrary to the written order of his 
Commander went on board some French vessel, name unknown, in search of stock. 

I have the honour to inclose a copy of a memorandum which | have issued on 
this subject, which | hope may meet your approval, but I do not consider that I 
should be justified in altogether prohibiting the boarding of vessels showing French 
colours by Her Majesty’s cruizers, for, if it is to be admitted that vessels hoisting 
French colours are not to be visited at all, what is to hinder every sail that comes to 
the Bights of Benin from showing French colours. as the French cruizers perform no 
regular police duties in these waters. 

The only rule that I know that can be followed by an officer engaged in the 
suppression of the Slave Trade, who conscientiously performs his duty, is to visit 
every doubtful vessel that comes under his notice, for the verilication of her 
nationality, and, providing the visiting officer performs his duty with proper 
courtesy, no right-minded man should object. 

Unfortunately the French merchant captains upon the coast seem to be a very 
thin skinned set of people, and many of the complaints are doubtless made in con- 
sequence of the mutual ignorance of the other’s language between the visiting officer 
and the boarded captain. 

It is much to be regretted that the delinquencies of Her Majesty’s cruizers are 
so much harped upon, while so Jittle mention is made of their good offices. It will 
not probably be mentioned to Her Majesty’s Government that the “ Sparrow” was 
engaged for many days in endeavouring to save the French brig “ Fléche,” stranded 
near Great Popo in July last, the exertions used by Commander Jones, upon which 
occasion, have doubtless much contributed to bring about the state of ill-health for 
which he has now been obliged reluctantly to quit his command; nor that Com- 
mander Maitland, of the “ Sandrail,” nearly lost his life in the surf when returning 
from another French vessel (the ‘‘ Frangoise Maria ”’) whose anchor his crew had been 
engaged in endeavouring to recover. 

French vessels-of-war rarely visit the Bights of Benin ; if they come once in three 
months they pass along it in twenty-four hours. 

I have been senior officer of this division for seven months, and have seen but 
one French pendant, that of the “ Somme,” transport ; the only check, therefore, on 
the fraudulent assumption of the French flag is the constant vigilance of the English 
cruizers, and if a little latitude is not allowed to commanding officers in this matter, 
their exertions in the discharge of their duty for the suppression of the Slave Trade 
must soon become utterly paraiyzed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. W. RICHARDS. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 162. 
Commander Jones to Commander Richards. 


Sir, . “ Calabar,” Accra, September 10, 1865. 

IN obedience to your memorandum of the 9th inst., I have to inform you that I do not recollect having, 
during the time I have commanded the “ Sparrow,” ever officially boarded a French merchant ship, and no 
such name as ‘‘ Zouave " appears in the “ Sparrow's” book or log. 

T have, on the contrary, most studiously abstained from even the appearance of doing so, and have never 
at any time sent a boat on board French merchant vessels for any other purpose than for the purchase of 
stock or to inquire if there were any on board for disposal. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) LOFTUS F. JONES. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 162. 
Orders issued by Commander Richards, 


General Memo. “ Dart,” Jellah Coffee, September 15, 1865. 

THE French Government having complained that several cases of boarding French vessels under 
French colours have lately occurred on this division of the Station, I have to call the attention of the 
Commanding Officers to the necessity of using the utmost delicacy in dealing with vessels flying that 
flag. 
ia There are no vessels in the world whose nationality (as a general rule) is more distinctly marked in 
their rigging and general equipment than the French; a careful examination therefore through a glass 
should, in most cases, be sufficient to enable a commanding officer to form a correct judgment as to the 
character of a vessel showing French colours. 

No vessel under French colours is to be visited for the verification of her nationality, except under the 
immediate direction of the officer commanding the crnizer; and on no account are toe on detached 
service to be allowed to board French vessels, unless they are actually found engaged in slave-dealing 
practices. 

The officers detached in boats are to have written orders never to go on board French vessels in search 
of stock, as many complaints of boarding have originated from this simple cause. 

(Signed) F. W. RICHARDS, Commander, Senior Officer Bights Division. 
To the respective Commanders and Commanding Officers 
of Her Majesty's ships and vessels of Bights Division. 





No. 163. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admirally. 


Sir, “ Rattlesnake,’ Ascension, October 24, 1865. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward, for their Lordships’ information, copies of 
correspondence between the Governor of Lagos and myself, relative to certain 
points connected with his Government ; also my instructions to the Senior Naval 
Officer in the Lagos Lagoons with respect to Porto Novo. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 163. 


Lieutenant-Governor Glover to Commodore Wilmot. 
Sir, Lagos, September 12, 1865. 

1. I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, dated 15th August, and to thank 
you for the kind sentiments you express therein. xs ; ; 

2. With regard to the welfare of the Settlement confided to my administration, you will, no doubt, have 
received from the Senior Naval Officer, a full report of the difficulties which have arisen between Porto Novo 
and this Government, of the repudiation, by the Kings and Chiefs, of the Treaty negotiated in 1852 by 

ourself, on behalf of Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain, together with the additional articles obtained 
in 1861, after the destruction of that place by Commodore Edmonstone, C.B. 

8. I have considered it advisable to refer to the decision of Her Majesty's Government the settlement of 
this very grave question. I have no doubt that 'e will concur with me in my opinion, that the naval force 
(amply sufficient to carry out any instructions which may be received by the mail arriving here on the 22nd 
November) should not be diminished. . : ; 

4. I trust, therefore, that you will see fit not to withdraw the “Investigator” from these waters until 
she shall have been replaced by Her Majesty’s ship “Pioneer.” : 

5. Lientenant-Commander McHardy, commanding Her Majesty's ye “Investigator,” has informed 
me that the recent repairs that vessel has received in her machinery and boilers, have rendered her fully 
efficient to perform the services required in these Lagoons for some time ; that she is thoroughly efficient to 
perform the services of the Niger in the interim, between this date and that of the arrival here of the mail 
steamer leaving England on the 24th October; and that the carpenters of the Bights en - present 


Crass A. 
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in Her Majesty's Ship “ Espoir,” who have been sent by Commander Richards, senior naval officer, can effect 
pewter prog Ainge, Digertcs an eb. ge or that there is sufficient rise and fall in the River Lagos to 
ground the ship, for the accomplishment of the repairs needed in her bottom. 

6. Under these circumstances, I trust that you may be pleased to retain the services of the “ Investigator” 
in these waters, at the present critical juncture of affairs, which are, I am happy to state, fast drawing to a 


satisfactory conclusion, so far as an opinion can be formed by those who are conversant with the treach 

and changeable character of the natives. by ‘ oe aes 
ba % * * * * * ° 2 * 2 ® * 
8. ° ° * a * * * * * * 2 e 
9. T am glad to be able to inform ~ that the trade and revenue of this Settlement is in a satisfactory 

sont, and steadily increasing, and that I have every hope that our prospects for the future may be 

realized. 
10, I have the honour to inclose for your information oopy of a Proclamation issued by this Government, 

in respect of the subject of our recent dispute with Porto Novo. I am inclosing this despatch under flying 

seal to the Senior Naval Officer, Bight’s Division, for transmission to you. 


11, 1 beg to assure you, that on all occasions you will find me animated by one desire alone, viz., the 
good of the Colony placed under my administration, and the real and permanent interests of the people 
of Africa, 

| I have, &e. 


(Signed) JOHN H. GLOVER. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 163. 


Commodore Wilmot to Lieutenant-Governor Glover 


Sir, bl Rattlesnake,” Ascension, October 6, 1865. 

I HAVE received your Excellency’s letter of the 12th of last month, and Commander Richards has 
orders from me to communicate with you in person upon the state of affairs in the river, before he gives 
up charge of the Bights Division and returns to England. 

2. The “Investigator” may remain at Lagos so long as her services are actually required, but I 
hope your Excellency will send her to Ascension whenever this can be done without injury to the Colony. 

3. Mr. Maxwell may relieve Lieutenant Bourchier as British Agent up the Niger, providing his 
accounts are up and in a satisfactory condition. 

4. I am rejoiced to hear that everything is progressing favourably towards a satisfactory termination 
of affairs, and that you have every hope that peace and prosperity will be speedily restored. 

5, Tam quite certain that this long-wished for state of things will be mainly attributable to your own 
immediate exertions, and the change of policy since you have been at the head of the Government. I 
congratulate you with all my heart upon the success which has crowned your efforts, 

6. The occupation of Porto Novo requires serious consideration, and Tam not inclined to think that 
Her Majesty's Government will sanction any hostile proceedings against the King if they can be avoided 
by any effort on your part to effect a reconciliation without compromising the dignity and honour of 
England. 

i 7. When the French gave up the Protectorate of Porto Novo, I requested their Lordships to give me 
instructions relative to the Treaty made in 1852 with that country, but as yet no reply has been given; I 
presume that the conditions of that Treaty are still to be considered binding on their part. 

8. I should have no hesitation in sending all evil-disposed persons out of the Colony, after giving 
them a caution for their future good behaviour. The efforts of the Government for the re-opening of trade 
und the peace and good order of the whole community are not to be stultitied by the secret enmity of those 
who for their own selfish purposes, and to advance their own interests, would be continually stirring up 
strife and enmity among the friends, as well as amongst the enemies of the Government. 

9. Such peopleare quite unworthy to remain under British protection; and a rising Colony like Lagos, 
if it is to be maintained in all its integrity, cannot possibly submit to such a hurtful opposition from those 
who ought to know better, and who would be the first to throw themselves on our protection in the event of 
their lives and property being in danger. 

10. My opinion is that all those (be they black or white) who rise up in —. to the rulin:y Powers 
without any cause whatever, should, after sufficient warning, be expelled the Colony. 

11. I have given Lieutenant McHardy an acting order as Commander of the “ Sparrow,” vacant by the 
jnvaliding of Commander Jones, and Lieutenant Jones of the “ Handy” goes to “ Investigator” pro tei. 

n acting lieutenant will take charge of the “ Handy.” 

12. I sincerely hope you will keep your health under all your labours, and that the future trade of 

Lagos will do justice to your exertions, and compensate you for all your trials. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 163. 


Orders addressed to Lieutenant-Commander Hurdy. 


Memo. “ Rattlesnake,” at Ascension, October 5, 1865. 

I APPROVE of all your proceedings since your last Report, as also of the merchant seamen being 
entered; but I must caution you not to fire a shot inst the King of Porto Novo without the sanction of 
the Home Government, or unless the actual safety of is at stake. 

You must be aware that the British Government are decidedly opposed to taking possession of any 
more territory in Africa, and that a Committee of the House of Commons sat last Session upon this subject. 
What their decision is I know not; but I am quite certain that these constant quarrels and disturbances 
between ourselves and the independent native Kings and Chiefs of Africa, occasioned by matters of small 
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amount and utter insignificance as far as the real interests of England are concerned, will greatly 
embarrass the Government, and meet with their decided opposition. 

You may eS ee eee roe ee are required, and Mr. Maxwell may relieve 
Lieutenant Bourchier as British Agent up the Niger, if his accounts are up and in a satisfactory state. 

I wish you to act upon all occasions for the safety of Lagos, and the prosperity of the surrounding 
country, as well as to give a firm support to his Excellency the Governor, without compromising the 
British squadron or the British Government. 


In the meantime it will be your duty to watch the river and prevent it being staked or fortified by 
the people of Porto Novo. 


(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 
Lieutenant-Commander J. G. Mc Hardy, 


Her Majesty's steam-vessel “ Investigator.” 





No. 164. 


Commander Peile to Commodore Wilmot. 
Sir, ‘* Espoir,” November , 1865. 
IN reply to your memorandum of 15th April, 1865 (received from Commander 
Richards of Her Majesty’s ship “Dart” on 20th September last), respecting the 
boarding of the French merchant-ship “ Jean et Camille” by British cruizers, 
I have the honour to forward copy of a general memorandum issued by me, 
and signed by the commanding officers of all the vessels in the Bights division, 
certifying that the ship in question had not been boarded by the vessels under 
their command, nor by their boats. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) M. 8S. L. PEILE. 





Inclosure in No. 164. 
Orders issued by Commander Peile. 


General Memo. “ Bspoir,” at Jellah Coffee, October 21, 1865. 
SHOULD the French merchant ship “Jean et Camille” have been boarded by the vessel under your 
command or by her boats, you will forward to me for the information of the Commodore Commanding-in- 
Chief a report in duplicate of all the circumstances which induced you to board her. 
Should she not have been boarded you will note to that effect in this memorandum. 

















(Signed) M. S. L. PEILE, Commander. 
To the respective Commanders and Commanding Officers, 
Bights Division 
Date. | Ship. Signature. | Rank. és a 
1865 
October 21 | Espoir is ..| M.S L. Peile ..| Commander .. .. | Not boarded. 
Pn 24 | Landrail ; .. | H. Maitland ..| Ditto <% . | Ditto. 
@ 24) Torch = ..| G. A. Douglas | Ditto ; ..| Ditto. 
Noyember 4 | Sparrow F .. | G. T. Morrell -+| Acting Commander .. | Ditto. 
Oc; gber 24 | Snipe aie F CoE. Fast < ‘ Ditto 7 ..| Ditto. 
21 | Vindictive _| H.W. C. Wise | Master Commanding . | Ditto 
No. 165. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir , ‘© Rattlesnake,’ Ascension, November |2, 1865. 


, I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of their Lordships, that a 
brigantine called the “ Amelia,” eighty days out from Spain, fully equipped for the 
Slave Trade, with no colours or papers, was captured on the 6th October last, off 
Mangue Grande (Southern division) by the ** Ranger” and “ Jaseur.” 

The luggage of the Captain and mate had Cadiz railway labe's on it. The 
vessel was very well in every way, with two new suits of sails, &c. 
She has beer sent to St. Helena for adjudication. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOF. 
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No. 166. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Rattlesnake,” Ascension, November 9, 1865. 

I INCLOSE, for the information of their Lordships, copy of a letter received 
by me from Messrs. Harrison and Co., merchants at Liverpool, respecting the 
payment of twenty puncheons of oil levied by me on the King of Warrée in January 
of this year, for the outrage committed upon a British agent. 

I have to request their Lordships will instruct me as to the disposal of this 





fine. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 
Inclosure in No. 166. 
Mr. James to Commodore Wilmot. : 
Dear Sir, Melbourne House, Ventnor, Isle of Wight, August 21, 1865 


PREVIOUS to my leaving Benin, the King’s sons at Warrée paid on the 6th May last, twenty 
puncheons of the fine imposed by you in January, the remaining five, up to the last advices, were not paid, 
but expected in a day or two. 

In case you have any further instructions or opinion to give respecting the Warrée trade and the 
disposal of the fine, please write to undersigned or merchants. 

With many thanks to you for the trouble you have taken in this matter, 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. McM. JAMES. 
Messrs. T. Harrison and Co, Merchants, King Street, Liverpool 





No. 167. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ** Rattlesnake,” Ascension, November 14, 1865. 

I HEREWITH forward, for the information of their Lordships, reports from 
Lieutenant Henry S. Sandys, late A>ting Commander of the ‘“ Ranger” relative to 
the detention and subsequent release by the Mixed Commission Court at St. Pauls 
de Loanda of the Portuguese brig “ Maria.” 

[ have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 167. 


Lieutenant Sandys to Commodore Wilmot. 
Sir, * Archer,” Ascension, November 6, 1865. 
WITH reference to my letter, relative to the detention of the Portuguese brig “ Maria,” I have further 
to report that she was released by the Mixed Commission Court at St. Paul de Loanda, on the 17th 
October. 
The British Commissioner ruling that all expenses should be paid by the owners of the “ Maria,”’ the 
Portuguese Commissioner, on the contrary, allowing damages. 
The Portuguese Arbitrator was called in and decided for damages. The amount of the damages was not 
decided on Her Majesty ship “ Archer” leaving St. Paul de Loanda. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. STAIR SANDYS. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 167. 
Lieutenant Sandys to Commodore Wilmot. 


Sir, “ Archer,” Ascension November 10, 1865, 

IN compliance with your order of this day’s date, I have the honour to inform you that on the 2nd of 
September, whilst steaming from Cabenda to the River Congo, shortly before noon, I observed a Portuguese 
brig at anchor, off Vista, and dangerously close to the shore. On observing us the brig fired a gvn and 
hoisted her colours half-mast. 
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_ , About 2 p.m. I anchored as close to the brig as was prudent and dispatched boats to her assistance, 
giving orders to Lieutenant Bosanquet to search her thoronghly, as I supposed her to be the Portuguese brig 
of which I had heard as being very suspicious. 

The boats returned about sunset, Lieutenant Bosanquet reporting the brig to be the “ Maria” (as I had 
supposed) and very suspicious, having on board a large quantity of water without proper papers, the 
amoynt about 14 tons, 300 arobas, or 4 tons 5 cwt. of carravances, a large range, capable with the proper 
boilers of — for a large number of men, boilers larger than requisite for the crew, one of which 
6} gallons, was found in the after hold covered by cargo, and a large number of cocoa nuts in the hold. 
The log showed that the course of the vessel had Testi changed for the Congo shortly after her departure 
from St. Thomas, she having cleared for St. Panl de Loanda, the reason assigned being want of ballast ; the 
vessel at the time being but six or eight hours sail from St. Thomas, whither she could easily have returned 
for ballast, instead of performing a voyage of twenty days in light trim to the Congo. During the 3rd of 
September the boats again rendered assistance, and after some trouble the “ Maria" was rescued from her 
dangerous position and towed by the “Ranger” to Banana. Lieutenant Bosanquet had detainéd the 
“Maria” in the early part of the forenoon, my orders to him being to do so, should he be of opinion on 
further search that she was about to be engaged in the slave trade. On arrival at Banana I reported the 
fact of the “ Maria's” detention to Commander Erskine, of the “Speedwell.” On the morning of the 4th 
I personally examined the “ Muria,” and, concurring with Lieutenant Bosanquet, detained her, reporting the 
matter to Captain Marten, of the “ Archer,” by letter. On the 7th Septenaber (having been superseded in 
the command of the ‘“ Ranger” by Commander Nelson), the “ Ranger” took the “ Maria” in tow, and 
proceeded to St. Paul de Loanda, arriving there on the night of the 8th. The “ Muria” was put in the 
Mixed Commission Court as soon as possible and a lawyer employed, but though every exertion was used the 
“ Maria” was released as reported. 

The trial was somewhat prolonged, owing to the departure of the Governor of Angola, who sat as 
Portuguese Commissioner, and was succeeded by the President of the Council of Government; the turning 
over of the affairs of Government preventing the Court from sitting. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) H. STAIR SANDYS. 





No. 167.* 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ** Rattlesnake,” Sierra Leone, December 19, 1865. 
A VERY short letter will suffice for my Report on the state of the Slave 
Trade for the present year. 
2. Their Lordships are already in possession of Commander Ruxton’s Report 
to me upon the state of the Slave Trade and legal trade on the Northern 
Division. 


Bights Division. 


3. The Slave Trade in this division, in consequence of the close blockade 
established and carried out, is virtually at an end. There has been no shipment of 
slaves from thence during the past year. 

4. The use of the ‘‘ Vindictive” at Jellah Coffee is forcibly illustrated by the 
following paragraphs from Commander Richards, of the ‘‘ Dart,” dated Lagos, 
July 26, 1865 :— 

‘The ‘ Vindictive,’ stationed at Jellah Coffee, besides her usefulness as a depdt 
of coals and provisions for the squadron, is calculated, with the assistance of her 
boats, to guard the coast between her anchorage and Porto Segooro, thereby 
reducing the cruizing ground by one-fourth, and enabling the squadron to concen- 
trate upon the more active slave-shipping stations in such a manner as to leave the 
steamers (which are the only vessels employed in the Bights Slave Trade) very 
little opening to effect their object. No attempt whatever has been made to effect a 
shipment during the ae embraced in this Report. 

“The system of blockade by cruizers at anchor, generally within signal 
distance of each other, is the most effectual that can be adopted for the prevention 
of the Traffic. But this successful result is obtained at a very great cost to the 
officers and crews employed upon this service, which is beyond all question the 
most wearisome, monotonous, and thoroughly prostrating and dispiriting duty 
which the crews of Her Majesty’s ships have to undergo in any part of the known 
world.” 

5. I need scarcely say to their Lordships that I most thoroughly coincide in 
Commander Richards’ opinion upon this subject; and [ cannot but again place on 
record here my high admiration of the excellent qualities displayed by the com- 
manders in particular, as well as those of the officers and crews of the squadron 
forming this portion of the station. 

6. Commander Maitland, of the “ Landrail,” says, that “ the Slave Trade on 
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this division of the station is virtually at an end, owing, I have no doubt, to your 
admirable arrangement in making the squadron a blockading one.” 

7. Commander Peile, of the “‘ Espoir,” says, “ the Traffic in Slaves has almost, 
if not entirely, ceased in this division.” 

8. Commander Jones, of the “ Sparrow,” says, “that no Slave Trade has been 
e —_ on during the last six months on the stations I have been cruizing off in the 

ights.” 

S 9. It will be obvious to their Lordships that if the blockading force is kept up 
to the numbers I have hitherto been able to station there, the Slave Trade will 
soon become a traditional story, and that England, thanks to the untiring energy 
of her officers and seamen, who, by preventing the shipment of slaves, have forced 
Spain into an acknowledgment of her obligations with us, will alone be entitled to 
the distinguished honour of having accomplished this happy result, without 
reference to the other civilized Governments of the world. England sat by the 
cradle, she now stands erect and triumphant at its grave. 

10. I must, however, again entreat their Lordships to consider well the neces- 
sity of consistent reliefs amongst the ships of the ey squadron, because I am 
now sony end, from great experience on this coast, that both the mind and body 
are liable to give way under the dreadful monotony of the service required. 

11. Commander Richards, of the ‘* Dart,” the senior officer of this division for 
the greater part of the past year, is well entitled to the consideration of their 
Lordships for the zeal and energy displayed by him in the performance of his 
arduous duties. 

12. Commander Richards reports that the palm-oil trade has been very brisk 
latterly, and there are on the average about fifteen vessels distributed along the 
line of slave coast before mentioned, one-half of which are English and the 
remainder French and Portuguese ; he estimates the aggregate tonnage of these 
vessels at 3,500. 

13. The palm-nut kernel is becoming an article of export, as a purer kind of 
oil is extracted from it, but it has to be crushed by machinery. Several shiploads 
of this nut have been sent to France. There is a man at Lagos (Mr. Gill, late 
engineer in our service) who has imported machinery for crushing the nut there. 

14. The trade at Lagos has been very brisk latterly, and there was not in 
July of this year, as reported by Commissioner Richards, sufficient tonnage to 
carry away the oil. . 

15. The senior officer of this division also reports that the trade in the oil 
rivers is now on so firm a basis that it has become as much an institution as the 
Slave Trade (which it has entirely uprooted) was before. 


South Coast. 


16. Captain Marten, of the “ Archer,” reports that the Slave Trade on this 
division is ata stand-still, but the Spanish and Portuguese Agents are still residing 
at the different factories along the coast, viz., Ambrizette, Mangue Grande, Moando, 
Llandano, Black Point, Loango, &c. 

17. Commander Grubbe, of the “ Jaseur,” reports that a small schooner, named 
“‘ Impericimento,” built at Llandano, left that place in the early part of March last 
with about fifty slaves on board, under the command of Lucas, a well-known 
Portuguese slave-dealer, captured by the “ Arrogance” in 1859. This schooner 
was found to be so leaky after being twenty-four hours at sea that she was obliged 
to return to Liandano and land the slaves again. She has since changed owners, 
and went to St. Pauls de Loanda in ballast to obtain legal trading papers. 

18. The greater number of the heretofore slave-dealers are now engaged in a 
limited palm oil trade, and are useful agents for the Dutch factory at Futila, which 
does a thriving business. A new factory has been established at Cabenda by the 
company of African merchants. 

Acting Commander Foote, of the “ Speedwell,” reports that the Slave Trade on 
this coast is very dull, in fact, dying out. 

The dealers are unable to buy slaves, and just existing on the proceeds of a 
small trace in ground nuts and palm oil. 

20. Only one shipment of slaves has taken place from this division during the 
ast year, and this has been effected under the most remarkable circumstances. 
or three years past 600 slaves have been collected a oad for shipment at 

Mangue Grande, but in consequence of the vigilance of the squadron no oppor- 
tunity has been given to the slave-dealer for carrying out his object. 
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21. In August last these slaves had become so terrible a burden to the dealer 
that he was forced to send them away at any price, he could not afford to kee 
them longer; and it so happened that a brigantine appeared most opportunely o 
his place at the very moment that he was about to get rid of them. I have received 
information that this dealer told the Master of the brigantine on board which they 
were shipped that they must go, and that he did not care if they were captured the 
following day. 

22. I need scarcely say how sorry I am that, at the last moment when success 
is all but complete, this vessel should have evaded our cruizers and escaped to tell 
the story of her success. 

23. Captain Marten reports that she must have passed very near the “ Pioneer.” 

24. The “Jaseur” and “ Ranger” captured a Spanish brigantine, eighty days 
from Cadiz, on 6th October, off Mangue Grande, in latitude 6° 33’ south, longitude 
12° 10’ east, fully equipped for the Slave Trade. This vessel was well found in 
every yk and the luggage of the Master and Mate had the Cadiz Railway labels 
on it. She was taken without colours or papers, and has been sent to St. Helena for 
adjudication. 

25. The Governor-General and Governors of the Portuguese Possessions on the 
south coast are now, I firmly believe, most sincere in their wishes as well as in their 
efforts to stop this Traffic. The new Governor of Benguella does not follow in the 
footsteps of his predecessors. I cannot speak too highly of the friendliness of 
disposition evinced by these gentlemen towards the officers and others of our 
squadron. 

26. Legitimate Trade—The greatest inducement for a further development of 
legal trade on this part of the coast will be the extending of the African line of 
mail steamers (as proposed by me to their Lordships two years ago) right down 
the coast to St. Pauls de Loando, which I have heard from the agents of the 
Company on this coast, is likely to be carried out. 

27. The late operations in the Congo have effected a material change for the 
better, and I am inclined to think that the Chiefs, who until lately have existed by 
plunder and murder, will now turn their attention to the cultivation of palm oil and 
other things, as they have received a lesson not easily to be forgotten. 

28. On all parts of the South Coast legal trade is increasing and extending its 
influence by degrees. 

29. The squadron has been much reduced, and hence our success hazarded by 
the necessary withdrawal of the ‘‘ Dart,” “ Zebra,” and ‘ Archer,” without being 
relieved, while the “ Pandora” and “Sparrow” have left the line of blockade in 
consequence of their turn arriving for recreation and refreshment at St. Helena. 

30. To make the abolition of the Slave Trade a certain thing, the number of 
cruizers should always be kept up to what may be considered advisable to accom- 
plish this object, including those intended as reliefs when required. 

I have already laid before their Lordships my plan for doing this so that the 
blockade will never be interrupted, an outside coun aluays ready to drop into the 
line made vacant by a necessary change. The slave-dealers are aware of the 
slightest movement amongst the blockading vessels, and would take advantage of 
an opening if they had the opportunity of doing so. 

32. Commander Peile reports that many of the villages in the Bights are 
incorrectly placed on the charts with regard to longitude. It would be well if this 
part of the coast was re-surveyed. 

33. I have no further observations to make except to congratulate their Lord- 
ships and the country upon the success of ps squadron for the past three years. 

have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 


P.S.—I have since heard that the vessel which escaped from the South Coast 
in August last with 600 slaves on board was captured off Cuba at the end of 
September. 


A. P. E. W. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 167*. 


Return of Slavers Captured by Her Majesty's Craizers on the West Coast of Africa, between January 1 and 
December 31, 1865. 





































of Salling lace Number | py whom 
from Name of Vessel of Shipment. P ie Captured. Date. Place. 
last Port sinaad 
Unknown. | Suid to be “ Amelia”) Suj dtobe | Brigantine) 170 | Unknown | Caravances, rice, | Mangue Grande | Unknown |" Jaseur" and! Oct. 6 | Off Mangue 
eanish, and water. - “ Ranger.” Grande 





(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT, Conmadore. 
* Rattlesnake,” Sierra Leone, December 19, 1865. 





Inclosure 2 in No, 167*. 


Return of Vessels which are said to have Escaped with Slaves from the West Coast of Africa, between 
January 1 and December 31, 1865. 
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Vuknown ...] Unknown ... _ | Unknown ,..| 600 slaves ...| Mangue Grande | August | Captured off Cuba, at the end of 
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September. 






(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT, Commodore Commanding. 
“ Rattlesnake,” at Sierra Leone, December 19, 1865. 
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No. 168. 
Commander Chapman to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “ Ariel,” at Sea, June 30, 1864. 

IN compliance with Article 3, page 7, of the Instructions for the suppression of 
the Slave Trade, I have the honour to report as follows: European Slave Trade has, 
] imagine, taken a fresh start during the last six months, and it is reported that a 
Spanish barque has left the coast with a full cargo, by name “ Duc de Tetuan,” as 
also a brig: the former, it is said, has shipped near or at Inhambane; she had been 
previously fallen in with by some of the cruizers. The detention and sending of the 
* America” (Spanish ship of 602 tons) to a port of adjudication on the 5th April last, 
by this ship, will doubtless, in a great measure, check this nefarious Traffic ; she, as 
well as the vessels now suspected, being all owned by a noted house in Cadiz. 

On the north-west coast of Madagascar the Traflic still continues ; and | imagine 
many a slave finds his way to Mayotta and Nos Beh under the name of passenger or 
engagé, but literally a purchased slave. 

At Zanzibar this year a new clause in the Treaty came into operation, viz., the 
carrying of slaves by water by the Sultan’s subjects, from the Ist of January to the 
lst of May, was prohibited under a severe penalty; this, I fear, greatly added to the 
sufferings of the slaves awaiting transport at Quiloa to Zanzibar, and when the term 
expired, dhows crowded to excess arrived at Zanzibar, some with 350 slaves on 
board; these in smaller numbers were conveyed to Pemba in Sultan’s subjects’ dhows, 
but no one who knows the system carried out in spite of Treaties, &c., doubts for a 
moment their ultimate destination, viz., to be shipped in northern dhows and carried 
to the Red Sea and Persian Gulf during the latter end of the monsoon, about August 
and September. A great number of slaves have also been carried north at the com- 
mencement of the monsoon, the slaves in many cases being shipped at Zanzibar in 
spite of the Sultan endeavouring to prevent it; himself is, | think, anxious to carry 
out the Treaty, but not one other person in the whole of his dominions. I pointed 
out to Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul and Political Agent that the present system 
of papers provided by His Highness and signed by him was perfectly useless. 
Dhows are fallen in with all over the Mozambique not belonging to His Highness’ 
subjects, possessing Arabic passes, some with Her Majesty’s Consul’s at Zanzibar 
signature thereon, sometimes two or three years old, but with no further information 
as to where they were from, present occupation, number of crew, passengers, &c. ; 
it is therefore useless the Consul signing passes whereon there is no explanation 
whatever as to the Arab pass, which requires an interpreter to translate, who cannot 
always be relied on. I am happy to say that Her Majesty’s Consul fell into the 
views entertained by Captain lago, of Her Majesty’s ship '‘ Rapid,” and myself on 
this subject, and he informed me His Highness purposes to have proper passes 
printed at Bombay both in Arabic and English, and viséd by him, for each successive 
trip from Zanzibar; by this means, and this only, do I see any probability of 
checking the unauthorized carrying of slaves. Should this system be properly 
carried out, it will be see immediately on boarding a dhow whether she is legally 
employed or otherwise, and the services of an interpreter, who is always open to 
bribery, will in some measure be dispensed with ; moreover it will prevent dhows 
being delayed on their voyage and the probability of illegal seizures. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. C. CHAPMAN. 
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No. 169. 
Captain Gardner to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


“ Orestes,” at Anchor, Lat. 3° \’ N., Long. 46° 44’ E., 
, September 15, 1864. 

] HAVE the honour to inform you that on the 14th instant when standing in 
for the land, about ninety miles north-east of Magadoxa, soon after daylight a 
dhow was reported from the masthead to windward, and running down for the 
ship. At 7°30 she was observed to haul in for the land; steam was got up as 
soon as possible in chase, but although we got within gun-shot we were not able 
to prevent her running on the beach. The ship herself having run into shallow 
water, was anchored at 2,800 yards outside the dhow. 

A ge number of negroes, many of them women and children, were observed 
to reach the shore. 

I lost no time in sending in the boats under Lieutenants Lang and Blake for 
the purpose of measuring and destroying the dhow ; but observing that the surf 
was running so high that this service could not be performed without endangering 
one of the boats and the lives of the crew, I recalled the boats and opened fire on 
the dhow until she was completely destroyed. 

I inclose the Report of Lentoauw Lang and Blake. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ALAN GARDNER. 


Sir, 


Inclosure in No. 169. 
Acting Lieutenants Lang and Blake to Captain Gardner. 


“* Orestes,” at Anchor off the Somali Coast, Lat. 3° 0' N., Long. 46° 30' E., 
Sir, September 14, 1864. 

IN pursuance of your orders we left the ship in charge of both cutters to measure and destroy a Budeen 
dhow that had run on shore to avoid capture by the ship. On arriving at about 200 yards from the shore we 
observed about 130 black men, women and children, landing from the dhow. 

The heavy sea that was running and breaking over the dhow would have rendered the destruction of the boats 
certain had they attempted to board her. 

We therefore brought our boats to an anchor outside the surf, and remained until recalled from the ship. 

This dhow appeared to be of unusually large size, larger than the biggest of those burnt by the boats cf this 
ship in Pemba last year, the tonnage of which was found by calculation to be 84 tons. 

We are of opinion this dhow was at least 60 feet in length and of 90 tons burthen. 

We have, &c. 
, (Signed) W. M. LANG. 
CHAS. A. BLAKE, 





No. 170. 
Commander Parr to the Sccretary to the Admiralty. 


z “ Lyra,” Seychelles, December 23, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, a duplicate of my Report to the Senior Officer on 
this station (Captain Gardner of the “Orestes”), respecting an unfortunate 
accident that occurred to the cutter of Her Majesty’s ship under my command on 
the 3rd ultimo, which resulted in the loss of the boat, the supposed loss of two of 
her crew, and one man seriously wounded. 

My object in forwarding this Report is with a view of placing the facts of the 
case before their Lordships, in the event of inquiries being made at the Admiralty 
respecting the two missing men, whose fate has not yet been ascertained for certain, 
as private information respecting the accidents will doubtless be sent home by this 
mail, and it may be some time belie the official communication could reach England 
through the regular channel. 

here can I fear be little doubt with regard to the fate of the two men (named 
in the margin)*, as if alive they would in my opinion have inevitably fallen into the 
hands of the Chief Mousa, and thus have p recovered with the others; but all 
uncertainty will shortly be removed, as the Governor-Genera! of Mozambique has 
taken steps to ascertain the truth, and the Chief Mousa, who is evidently in power 


* W. M. Welsh, Ordinary Seaman; William Saul, Private, Royal Marine Light Infantry. 
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near the place where the accident occurred, has also promised to find out what has 
become of them. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) ROBERT A. PARR. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 170. 


Commander Parr to Captain Gardner. 
Sir, “ Lyra,” Mozambique, November 2, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to report that in pursuance of your orders I left Zanzibar on 8th October, and proceeded 
to examine Querimba Islands, and along the coast to Conducia Bay, off which port I sent the cutter and whaler of 
this ship in charge of Lieutenant Reed, a copy of whose instructions I beg to inclose. I arrived at Mozambique on 
the 20th instant, it being the same day on which I had sent the boats away. I waited at Mozambique until the 
22nd ultimo, and thinking the boats had been delayed by some unforeseen occurrence, | proceeded back to 
Conducia, and went up the river in my gig to gain intelligence ; but not getting any, I then proceeded to St. Antonio 
River, thinking that they might have missed both Conducia and Mozambique. I examined Antonio River, but 
without any information of the missing boats (the particulars of my visit to this port are detailed in my letter of 
24th October, 1864). 1 then went on to Angoxa River, but with the same result. 

2. Thinking that by this time some intelligence might have been obtained at Mozambique of the boats, | 
proceeded there, and arrived on the 28th instant. On reporting the circumstances of the case to the Governor of 
that port, and asking him for any assistance that he might be able to give me to gain intelligence of the boats, he 
lent me a small steamer for the purpose of examining with greater facility the rivers and inlets near where the boats 
were likely to be. I accepted this offer, and on the 30th instant evicnehed north again, examining Fernan Veloso 
Bay and River, Kissamajula Bay, Conducia Bay and River once again, and the whole of the coast between those 
ports, but without gaining any intelligence on which reliance might be placed. 

3. | returned to Mozambique this day (2ud November), and delivered the steamer over to the Governor- 
General. 


4. I intend to sail from this port at daybreak to-morrow, and examine every bay and inlet between this port 
and Quilimane. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) ROBERT A. PARR. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 170. 
Orders addressed to Lieutenant Reed. 


Memo. “ Lyra,” at Sea, October 19, 1864. 

YOU will proceed in the cutter of this ship, victualled for seven days, taking the whaler under your orders, 
with Mr. Barrett, victualled for the same period, and examine the Conducia Bay, and also the mouth of the river, 
taking care to return to the bay so as to insure your crews sleeping there. I shall perhaps see you at Conducia, 
but if not, come to Mozambique. You will be guided in all your proceedings by the instructions in your possession, 
and be very careful in your examinations, as Conducia Bay and River are said to be carrying on an extensive Slave 
Trade. Leave the ship as soon as possible after daylight, taking the interpreter with you. 

(Signed ) ROBERT A. PARR, Commander. 

To Lieutenant George H. B. Reed, 

Her Majesty's ship “Lyra.” 





Inclosure 3 in No. 170. 
Commander Parr to Captain Gardner. 


Sir, “ Lyra,” at Zanzibar, December 6, 1864. 

IN continuation of the proceedings reported in my letter of the 2nd ultimo, I lave the honour to acquaint you 
that | proceeded the following morning to the southward, with the object of searching the bays, &c., for the 
missing boats. 

2 At about 2 p.m., the same day, the whaler was met making the best of her way to Mozambique. 
Mr. Barrett, the officer in charge, informed me that Lieutenant Reed, in the cutter, in company with a dhow which 
they had captured on the 24th instant, was at Angoxa, where they had put in for food and water, and as the dhow, 
being a dull sailer, would not make any headway against the northerly monsoon, he had ordered Mr. Barrett to 
proceed alone to Mozambique to gain the ship, or ask assistance from the Portuguese authorities if the ship should 
not be there. 

I proceeded at once along the coast towards the place indicated by Mr. Barrett, and at about 5°30 p.m. a dhow 
was seen bearing towards the ship from the shore; she proved to be the one captured by the boats. Mr. White, 
assistant engineer, who had accompanied Mr. Reed in the cutter, was ir charge of the dhow; he came on board 
and reported that Mr. Reed had landed in the cutter to procure water, and that he (Mr. White) had seen the boat 
swamped ; just at that time Mr. White saw the ship heave in sight, and at once stood out in the dhow to get 
assistance, not knowing for certain at the time that it was the “Lyra.” It being then quite dusk I anchored as near 
possible to the spot where the boat was supposed to have swamped (Mamula Gotto, near Magincale River), and 
sent a boat in at oes next morning to bring off the cutter’s crew. : . 

4. It appears by Mr. Reed's report (inclosed herewith) that during the night the natives had attacked them, 
they being quite defenceless in consequence of the loss of all their arms and ammunition when the boat filled. The 
boat sent from the ship brought off four men, one of whom was shot through the mouth, the other three were 
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unhurt, except a few contusions from the rocks, and their statements I beg to append hereto, Kellaway, the man 
who was shot, is unable to speak, and therefore his account cannot be obtained. 

5. persons named in the margin® were then missing from the cutter’s crew; I therefore lost no time in 
landing with the boats, armed, and after some trouble, prevailed on two of the natives to come near us; they said 
that the missing persons were alive and with their king, who was a friend to the English. As from the way in 
which they were attacked, I had great reason to supposed that the natives were anything but friendly, I gave them 
to understand that unless the officer and men were produced at once, or at latest at daybreak the following morning, 
I would fire on the place. They did not produce ikon that day, and I went on shore aguin next morning at 5 a.m., 
when not seeing any sign of a native or any appearance of their complying with my demand, I fired one or two 
rockets, which, however, did very little damage, there being no huts visible from the boats. 

6. On landing, the cutter was seen on the beach, completely gutted, and stripped of everything in the shape of 
metal that the natives could get off her, besides being stove in three or four places and cut about to such an extent 
a a idea of saving her was out of the question; I was therefore compelled to leave her remains on the 

ach. 

7. As it was possible that Mr, Reed and the others were alive, I did not consider it prudent to take any more 
active measures then, as it might endanger their lives; I therefore proceeded to Mokamba Bay, and had an 
interview with the King there, who very promptly, at my request, sent a messenger to inquire after their fate, and 
I then went to Mozambique to await his return.’ [ arrived there on the 7th November. 

8. On informing the Governor-General of Mozembique of what had happened, he immediately sent 
messengers to his troops stationed in the neighbourhood, with orders to them to demand the release of the men, 
and he seemed most anxious to render all the assistance in his power. 

9. On the evening of the 12th instant, the boat which I had sent to Mokamba Bay brought back a messenger 
with a letter from Mr. Reed, a copy of which is inclosed, upon which J left the following morning early for 
Antonio River, where Mr. Reed was supposed to be, and arrived off there the same evening. The next day I 
proceeded up the river in the boats, and on reaching the town (Shangady) was met by Mr. Reed and the two men 
with him, viz., the interpreter and the Krooman. The captain of the dhow and one of her crew who landed from 
the cutter had been with Mr. Reed up to this time, but neither were forthcoming on our arrival. 

10. It appears that the Arab Chief Mousa has treated Mr. Reed and the others who fell into his hands with 
great kindness, and in a manner which certainly accords with his profession of being a friend to the English. This 
is the same person whom the Governor of Mozambique refers to in his letter of the 30th October, 1864 (Inclosure 
No. 3 in my letter of the 7th November), speaking of him as a rebel: ‘ Mousa has evidently, from Mr. Reed's 
account, great power on this part of the coast, and owns the allegiance of no less than 180 minor Chiefs and a 
population of about 45.000 men (a great number of whom are armed). He is desirous of being recognized as an 
independent Power, and to have a Treaty with Great Britain relative to the Slave Trade,” &c. 

11. I left Antonio River the next morning (the 15th instant), having been treated with great civility by the 
Chief Mousa, and arrived at Mozambique on the morning of the next day. 

12. No positive information could be obtained relative to the fate of the two men still missing (named in the 
margint), although from the statement of Peter Newman, the Krooman, herewith inclosed, and from inquiries 
made at St. Antonio, I fear little doubt exists as to their being dead. The Chief Mousa has promised to make 
every effort to find out what has become of them, and the Governor-General of Mozambique (under whose 
authority the natives on that part of the coast are supposed to be) has also taken steps to discover their fate. 1 
did not consider it necessary, therefore, to remain longer at Mozambique. I left, accordingly, for Johanna the 
next day. I stood across to Madagascar, and anchored on the 22nd ultimo at Bembatooka Bay, and left on the 
23rd instant, and then cruized along the land to the northward until the 25th instant, when I reached Suza 
River. 1 proceeded up it about seven miles, but saw uothing to indicate slaving. J anchored that night at the 
mouth of the river, and left the next morning for Pomony, where I arrived on the 29th instant; and alter taking 
the stores from the depdt there, I sailed foc Panstbar on the Ist December. 1864. and arrived here this date. 

13, As yet no retribution has been infticted on the perpetrators of the outrage, it being difficult to ascertain 
the exact tribe to which they belong. Their crime consists of murderously assaulting a boat's crew thrown 
perfectly defenceless on their shore, and stezling everything they could lay their hands on, belonging either to the 
men or the boat, and the boat itself destroyed. A list of the stores lost on the occasion is inserted in the copy of 
the log on the 5th instant. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT A. PARR. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 170. 


Statement of Thomas Gadd. 


' Off Magincale Point, November 6, 1864. 

AFTER having some of the breakers filled, and most of the hands were on board, a heavy sea filled the boat 
and put her on her beam ends; it washed Mr. Reed and the marine and interpreter out of her. The sea broke 
over her so fast that the rest of the crew were obliged to take the water to save themselves. After landing, the 
gear of the boat was gathered together as much as could be. After the gear had been brought under the bushes, 
close ahead of a canoe, it was spread out to dry. After we nad been sitting down some time, about an hour after 
landing, two negroes came to us from the southward and spoke to the interpreter, who asked them to get some fire ; 
they said they could not get any, as they had just landed on the island and were then on their way to Mozambique, 
and they did not know acts to get any fire; and after they had gone (about dusk) four more natives came down, 
but they seemed to belong to a different party, as they seemed to be surprised at our being there; they were armed 
with spears ; they did not speak to us, but turned round and went away again into the bush. About 8 o'clock the 
natives came down in twos and threes, out of the bush, until they amounted to about forty or fifty; they spoke to 
the interpreter and captain of dhow, and said that they thought we had come to burn their villages, and that they 
had come out to fight us to prevent our doing so. The interpreter told them that we had been on shore for water, 
but cuir boat had been swamped, but that we intended to go off on the morning. The interpreter told us that we 
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need not fear anything, as the natives did not intend to do us any harm, and if we kept away from them and stayed 
by ourselves they would not molest us, but that they intended to keep their men on the shore all night. e 
moved away, all of us; but after a time they came to where we were, and began to take our blanket, clothing, &c. 
Mr. Reed told the interpreter to tell them not to do so, The interpreter told the Chief about it, and he came 
down and ordered them away. They went away for a time, but afterwards came down, twovor three at a time, and 
tried to take the gear away. The interpreter was talking to some of them. and Mr. Reed went up to him and 
spoke to the interpreter. We were all sitting down at the time. Mr. Reed had not been gone long when he sung 
out, “ Men to the rescue.” We all rushed towards him, but the only weapons we had to defend ourselves with 
were rocket staves. When we got nearly up to them, Mr. Reed sung out, ‘‘ Not yet; not yet.” We all stopped 
at the minute. We found he did not call out again, so we called to him by name.’ We found he did not answer, 
and we then called to the interpreter, and he did not answer. The natives were waving their spears and rifles 
about, and we defended ourselves as well as possible with the rocket staves. We were driven back to the water, 
and the tide going out we made for the cutter to see if we could get any more arms. We got two or three 
cutlasses. Two or three of us tried to get the boat off, while the rest tried to keep the natives off. They retreated 
a little way, as they found the surf rather high, and then they began firing rifles at us; then it was that Kellaway 
was shot in the boat; he was one of the number who were in her trying to get her off. ‘Then we all tried to save 
ourselves as best we could. Kellaway, Welsh, Stafford, and myself tried to get along the surf past the place 
where the natives were. Kellaway and Welsh left Stafford and me, and said they would try for the ship. They 
commenced to swim away from us and we saw no more of them that night. Stafford and I kept in the water about 
a mile or two to the southward; the natives must have lost sight of us in the darkness, and we made for the shore 
and got into a bush, and there we stayed until daylight and then came down to see if any boat came from the 
ship. Finding none, we tried to launch a couple of canoes, but both sunk, being leaky. ‘Then we kept along the 
beach, to the southward still, until we saw the boat. We waved to the boat until they saw us, and as they came 
towards us we took to the water, as the natives began to come in sight again along the beach. The reason of our 
being naked was owing to the difficulty we found in wading the night before. 

I saw nothing more of Mr. Reed from the time he went amongst the natives, as he told us then not to 
follow him, as the interpreter told him it would only make the natives suspicious. 

I do not know whether Mr. Reed was wounded by the natives or not. i should think not, as they had not 
time to do anything more than vag him; as from the time he sang out “ not yet,’ until we called to him by name, 
hardly a minute could have elapsed. 


(Signed) THOMAS GADD, Ordinary. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 170. 


Lieutenant Reed to Commander Parr. 
Sir, Shangady, November 8, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to report my arrival at this place on the 5th instant, having been conducted hither by 
the order of Mousa, the Arab Governor of this district, under whose protection I am now residing. He provides 
me with clothes, food, &c., and is in every way kind and hospitable ; he is particularly anxious to have a personal 
interview with you previous to setting out on an excursion against the perpetrators of the outrage; he is well 
known to Captain Oldfield, and professes to be an ally of Great Britain. I despatched a letter to you at Mamula 
Golto (the scene of the disaster), on the 6th instant, but it returned to-day, you having left. This town is a few 
miles up a river, at the mouth of which you will, I believe, find an anchorage. Ali, Peter Newman, the captain, 
and a seaman o* the dhow are with me. This goes overland to Mozambique, as Mousa has no dhow at present. 
Mousa is using every exertion to recover such property as may have been stolen, and promises eventually that 
everything shall be restored and the offenders punished. Reserving my detailed report for a future occasion, I 
have, &c. 


(Signed) GEORGE H. B. REED. 


P.S. The bearer is named Swally, and belongs to Mousa; the other ges peo will understand him, Will 
you bring him back here in the ship? Mousa desires me to say he hopes you will come quickly, ashe wants to go 
to fight the breakers of the peace. He signs his name. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 170. 


Lieutenant Reed to Commander Parr. 


, * Lyra,’ at Sea, November 15, 1864. 

[ HAVE the honour to report that, in pursuance of your orders of the preceding day, I left the ship on the 
20th instant at daylight in the cutter, accompanied by the whaler, the latter being in the charge of Mr. Barrett. 
master’s assistant. I sighted the land soon after sunrise, steering north-west by north, but had little wind till the 
afternogn, when it freshened, and later in the day blew a stiff breeze. About 3 p.m. I entered a bay which [ 
concluded was Conducia; the interpreter recognized it, and said he had been there before; this afierwards proved 
ta be Mokamba Bay. After a careful examination I anchored for the night. On the following day I went some 
four or five miles up a river, but found nothing. I boarded two dhows in the bay, and proceeded to beat out, 
anchoring for the night under the lee of the land. On the 22nd instant I stood to the southward. Not sighting 
Mozambique | stood on, thinking it possible that the bay I had been in might be Fernan Veloso. I failed in 
obtaining the latitude, and the weather proving bad, beating back was out of the question. I anchored that night 
a few miles to the southward of Mudge-quali River; on the 23rd instant I landed on Mafornedi Island, and 
anchored that night abreast of it; I landed here on the 24th ultimo to look for water, and obtained a small supply. 
I was told by the natives that there was a Portuguese town near called Goongi: this afterwards proved to be 
Angoachee. | stood on and sighted a dhow; sent the whaler in chase: the dhow stood in for the land, and I proceeded’ 
to cut her off; the whaler getting up with her detained her, and on examination finding that she had no pa or 
flag, and carrying 35 slaves, I considered her a legal prize, and placed Mr. Barrett and three men on board her. 

During the two following days I had little wind, and a strong current setting north, so that I made but little 
way. On the 26th instant I endeavoured to land to obtain water, but the surf was too heavy, That night it blew 
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and rained violently, the cutter and dhow dragging their anchors, the latter for nearly a mile. On the 27th I 
stood back for Angoache, and the weather being very bad, I crossed a bar and entered a branch of Angoache 
River. Some few miles up I passed close to a fort; no colours being displayed, I was surprised to see the guus 
londed and laid for the boats, at the same time signals being made to us to stop. Recognizing the Portuguese 
uniform I landed, and was told that no vessel could pass without permission from the Governor of Angoache. 
The non-commissioned officer in charge of the stockade detained me for some time, but on my representing 
strongly that in so doing he was committing an outrage on a British officer, I was allowed to return to my boats. 
The Governor came down that nighr, and J waited on him the following morning. Apologizing for our detention, 
he offered every assistance in his power. Accordingly I proceeded up the river, and anchored off Angoache that 
afternoon. I here obtained provisions and water, signing a receipt in duplicate for the same. and arranging that 
the matter should be settled with the Governor-General of Mozambique. On the 29th ultimo I left, and proceeded 
down the larger branch of the river. During my »tay two of the slaves absconded, and not being heard of or 
seen, it was supposed that they may have been drownad in their attempt to escape. 

In Angoache Bay I boarded a’ Portuguese brig; she had experienced heavy weather outside. On the three 
following days I continued to beat up, making but little progress against the light winds and strong current. 

On the Ist instant, being short of water, and my other supplies getting low, I despatched the whaler with 
Mr. Barrett towards Mozambique, with directions to pull when possible, and obtain assistance from the senior 
officer, or (in his absence) from the Governor-General. On the 3rd instant I was reduced to less than a barricoe 
of water, my people being some fifty in number; I accordingly anchored a few miles to the southward of Mudge- 
quali River, and proceeded in the cutter with seven hands and the interpreter, captain, and a seaman of the dhow, 
in search of water. There was a considerable surf ruvning, and this not directly on to the beach, but 
diagonally. 1 anchored and veered in, and we swam and waded on shore with the barricoes, leaving some hands 
in the boat to bale, &e. I found fresh water close to the beach, and we filled our barricoes and returned to the 
boat. I was in the boat as well as most of th crew, and we were all baling, for she was half full of water. 
Just as I was about to haul out to our anchor a heavy sea struck the boat and she filled. Another sea threw 
myself and some others out of the boat, and she being then on shore and completely swamped, I gave the order 
for the people to Ieave her, and save what they could. We accordingly landed, and collected such articles as 
floated, viz., sails, spars, &c.; we placed them above high-water mark. 

About this time (past 5 pa.) we sighted the ship standing to the southward, and I observed the dhow 
standing out to her. 1 made the signal, “Am not in want of immediate assistance,” as, being apprehensive of no 
danger, I was unwilling that a boat should risk landing in the surf after dark. Soon after sunset we saw two 
natives who came from the northward. We spoke to them and they left, and probably communicated with others, 
for between 7 and 8 several appeared from the opposite direction. These were noisy, and apparently undecided 
whether to advance or retire. ‘The interpreter and captors of the dhow went to meet them. I assembled my 
men near the spot where we had made arrangements for passing the night ; we had only one pistol and that was 
wet ; our arms and ammunition were lost, so I desired the men to arm themselves with rocket staves, stretchers, 
&e., and to keep perfectly quiet. The natives approached in some force; I went to meet them, and through 
the interpreter explained to ihe Chief that our intentions were amicable, and that we merely wished to pass the 
night there, and return to our ships next day. The Chief was not satisfied with this, and said that he believed we 
were going to burn a village in the vicinity. I suggested that he should draw his men off, leaving a guard to 
watch our movements, but he would not consent to this. 

Soon after 8 the ship fired a rocket; on seeing this the natives began shouting and moving about uneasily ; 
their number had now increased to (1 should think) from 80 to 100. I observed a man standing behind me wits 
accord in his hand ; I was then talking to the Chief, some few yards from where my men were, as I deemed it 
advisable to keep them clear of the natives, and, at the same time, to exhibit a certain amount of cenfidence, 
Seeing this man with the cord, I said quietly to the men, “ Look out!" on which they spranz up; I then said, 
“Not yet, not yet,” and turned to speak to the Chief again. ‘The next moment a cord was round my neck, and 
1 was borne down, I had barely time to say “ Rescue!” and I saw my men rush to my assistance. I was then 
carried to the rear, and a number of natives passed between the boat's crew and myself, “I afterwards heard firing 
on the beach, and was then removed to the background. My later movements being more intimately connected 
with m self, I detail them in another letter. 

1 have, &e. 
(Signed) GEORGE HB. REED. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 170. 


Lieutenant Reed to Commander Parr. 
Sir, * Lyra," at Sea, November 15, 1864. 
| HAVE the honour to report my movements subsequent to the unfortunate accident which occurred on the 
3rd instant. 

After I had been taken prisoner I was dragged some hundred yards to the rear, and when I was able to look up 
I saw uplifted weapons on all sides. My impression is that the dhow's captain spoke in my favour; at any rate [ 
was not hurt, but taken a little further: I was then thrown on my face, and held down while my clothes were 
removed, 

Having been stripped of everything excepting my shoes and socks, my wrists and elbows were secured behind 
my back, and I was taken further to the rear. It was from here that I heard the discharge of musketry. I should 
mention that a great number of natives possessed firearms, the remainder having spears, axes, kc. 1 was then 
marched inland over two ranges of hill col tirongh the bush for more than an hour, when we arrived at a village, 
where I was supplied with a mat, and my bindings were removed. 1 had with me the interpreter and the Captain 
and a seaman of the dhow. 

On the following morning a message arrived from Mousa, desiring that I should be sent to hin at once, and 
all sto'en property restored. Accordingly a little before noon we commenced our march under a guard of Mousa’s 
pees occasionally stopping for refreshment. We passed through a varied country, chiefly bush, and well popu- 

, until about 9 that evening, when we stopped at a village for the night. 

I here heard with pleasure that all my boat’s crew had got off, with the exception of one man (a black, Peter 
Newman), who was in the bush. On the 5th I heard that this man would meet me at Mousa's. We resumed our 
march, and about 3 p.m. arrived at a branch of the Antonio River. Here we embarked in a canoe, and soon after 
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8 arrived at Shangady. 1 was furnished with a house, bed, &c., and shortly afterwards Mousa came down to see 
me. He is the Arab Chief or Governor of this district, having 130 minor Chiefs under him, and naturally at 
enmity with the Portuguese. 

Previous to his arrival Ali had been beaten by a man who fancied that he (Ali) had assisted the recent 
capture of some dhows. On my “Reaper: this Mousa placed the offender in confinement. Mousa then offered 
to do anything I wished, and wanted to send some hundred men to punish the people who had committed the 
outrage at Mudgequali. I requested him to wait until he had communicated with you. 

On the 6th instant T sent through Mousa a letter to you to Mudgequali (and on this day Peter Newman 
arrived). This letter came back on the Sth instant, and I then sent one to Mozambique. 

On the 13th instant you were reported in sight, and on the 14th instant, as you are aware, I met you. 
The captain and seaman of the dhow could not be found, and were stated to have absconded on the 
previous day. 

In conclusion I beg to record in the highest terms the unifurm kindness I have received at the hands of 
Mousa. He supplied me with food, lodging, clothing, &c., using every effort to obtain such things as were lost, 
and in fine has proved himself to be a well-wisher and faithful friend to Great Britain. 

I am happy to report that the conduct of the men under my orders has been most satisfactory, and the state of 
their health excellent. 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) GEORGE H. B. REED. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 170. 
Statement of Peter Newman, Krooman. 


AFTER Mr. Reed was taken 1 went to the boat. I was there when Kellaway was shot. I then left the 
boat, and went into the bush. I saw none of the crew in the bush. Next morning I was taken prisoner by the 
same party of natives. I saw them burying one man; I am sure he was a white man; I was about 100 feet 
from the grave. I think it was Welsh who was buried. The marine I think was shot in the boat, and fell over 
the side. 

I was taken to the village, and about 12 o'clock (noon) 1 was taken to the Chief Mousa, where I found Mr. Reed. 
I did not hear of any one being shot. 

(Signed) PETER NEWMAN, his *% mark. 





No. 171. 
Commodore Cockburn to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ‘* Seringapatam,” Simon's Bay, December  , 1864. 

THE establishment of a monthly mail communication by the Union Steam 
Navigation Company, between the ports of this Colony and the Mauritius, and by 
that Colony to England, induces me to bring before their Lordships the very great 
advantage that would accrue to the cause our country so warmly and perseveringly 
supports—the extinction of the Slave Trade on the East Coast of Africa—by the 
extension of this line of steamers to Zanzibar. 

2. I have spoken to several Portuguese officers, and they all agree with me 
that it would be a most effective means of opening up legitimate trade in their 
Colonies as well as at Zanzibar, and indeed all along the coast. 

3. These officers are of opinion that their Government may be induced to give 
a subsidy to the company, and | doubt not but that the Sultan of Zanzibar may be 
induced to do so likewise. 

4. I need not point out to their Lordships the advantage it would be to our 
cause having a line of steam-vessels plying along the coast, nor need | enter into 
the immediate advantage to our cruizers stationed there for the suppression of this 
illicit Traffic. 

5. Lam persuaded that if Her Majesty’s Government could, on the one hand, 
induce the Sultan to negative the trade amongst his people, and, on the other, 
introduce trade and civilization on the coast, working with but not depending 
upon enthusiasts, whether as Livingstones or as missionaries, we would not only 
obtain our object sooner, but with a far higher and more just means than force. 

6. I take the liberty to bring this subject befure my Lords, as the establishment 
of the packets already alluded to may give an occasion or opportunity to bring 
the subject before the Governments referred to. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. H. COCKBURN. 
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No. 172. 
Commanaer Parr to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ‘* Lyra,” off St. Antonio River, October 24, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I have this day captured and destroyed two 
dhows, names unknown (one of which apparently was an Arab dhow and the other 
belonging to Madagascar), under the following circumstances :— 

2. Having received information from the Governor of Mozambique that the 
Slave Trade was being carried on to a great extent in the ele inatliood of 
St. Antonio River, 1 arrived here last evening at 6:30 p.m., and proceeded up the 
river with my gig and the pinnace (the cutter and second gig being away from the 
ship on detached duty). Ihad not gone far before I observed two dhows, and on 
nearing the first one | saw men swimming on shore from her. I therefore boarded 
her, and found her fitted and prepared in every way for carrying slaves, having 
slave-decks, and a quantity of cassava root, water, and cooking utensils, &e. The 
crew having deserted, there being no flag, and finding no papers on board, ! 
accordingly seized the vessel, and as she was not fit to proceed to a port of adjudi- 
cation, I ordered her to be burnt, which Mr, Patter, gunner in charge of the pinnace, 
carried into execution, 

3. In the meanwhile I had observed the crew of the other dhow taking on 
shore all they could from her, which excited my suspicious, and 1 therefore 
proceeded towards her, with the intention of ascertaing her condition, she having 
no flag flying. On approaching her, however, with this object, | was somewhat 
surprised at a party of men on shore opening fire on us; they kept up a 
continuous discharge of musketry on the boats and also fired a small gun, [ should 
say about the size of a 6-pounder, Seeing this, | immediately ordered the second 
dhow to be boarded, and finding that she was fitted with a temporary slave-deck 
and that she had then two tanks of water remaining on board, although the 
crew had been removing everything they could during the seizure of the first dhow, 
and there being no papers to be found, 1 seized this vessel also, and as she was 
Suey unfit to proceed to a port of adjudication, | gave similar directions for her 
to be destroyed. 

4. The attacking force on shore appeared numerous, and well supplied with 
arms. We returned their fire from the boats, and | ordered Mr. Patter to discharge 
some rockets amongst them from the pinnace, which he did with good effect ; Iam 
happy to state, however, that no casualties occurred amongst our men, some 
musket balls only being lodged in the pinnace’s sides. 

5. Lfeel it my duty to mention that Mr. Patter, gunner third class, conducted. 
himself in a very steady and able manner whilst under a heavy fire, and carried 
out all my instructions with zeal and alacrity, to which I partly attribute the 
entire absence of any casualties amongst the boats’ crews. 

6. I observed, a little higher up the river, two dhows hauled up on shore, one 
which had a French flag hoisted on board of her, but I did not consider it prudent to 
land the boats’ crews to take any further steps with so large a force opposed to 
them. 

7. I also saw under a large tree a number of tanks, and a great many blacks, 
who doubtless were slaves ready for embarkation, and some of them only recently 
removed from the two dhows which were destroyed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT A. PARR. 





No. 173. 
Commander Parr to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “* Lyra,” at Mozambique, November 17, 1864. 

| HAVE the honour to report that the boats of Her Majesty’s sloop under my 
command captured a dhow on the 24th October, 1864, in latitude 16° 35’ south, 
longitude 40° 30’ east, having neither papers nor colours, and having on board at 
the time of seizure 35 slaves. 

I received the slaves on board for passage to a British settlement: the captain 
and one of the crew absconded at St. Antonio; the rest of the crew I landed at 
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Mozambique at their own request. I destroyed the dhow by scuttling her, she 
. being unfit to proceed to a port of adjudication. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) ROBERT A. PARR. 





No. 174. 


Rear-Admiral King to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Princess Royal,” Bombay, January 27, 1865. 

HEREWITH I have the honour to inclose, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, copies of correspondence received from the 
Commander of the “ Pantaloon,” reporting the continued detention of Captain 
Cameron in captivity at Gondar by the King of Abyssinia. 

2. I have approved of Commander Purvis’ intention to proceed to Massowah, 
and directed him to visit the ports mentioned in paragraph 3 of his letter, before 
sailing for the East Coast of Africa. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) GEORGE V. KING. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 174. 


Commander Purvis to Rear-Admiral King. 


, “ Pantaloon,” Aden, December 31, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you Her Majesty's ship under my command arrived at Aden on the 28th 
December, Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether, C.B., the Political Resident, having officially informed me, in a letter 
dated 29th December (a copy of which I inclose herewith), he considered it very necessary Her Majesty's sloop 
under my command should proceed to Massowah to gain information of the Mission, which Mission he states to be 
in a very unsatisfactory state, Her Majesty's Consul, Captain Cameron, being still held in captivity at Gendar by 
the King of Abyssinia. 

2. I consider this to be a case in which the services of this vessel are urgently required in the Red Sea; I 
have therefore signified to the Political Resident my readiness to proceed to Massowah, taking such despatches as 
he may wish to send, and bringing back information with as little delay as possible. 

3. I have declined to visit the ports of Abokh, Roheita, Tagonera, and Zeyla, which he requested me to do, 
those places not being in the Red Sea, and I do not consider this a service of sufficient importance to warrant my 
so doing. 

4 i cannot at present form any idea how long this service will detain me in the Red Sea. 

5. I have requested the Political Resident to desire Mr. Rassam, who is entrusted with the Mission, to furnish 
me with the necessary informatio: with as little delay as possible: and should I not be detained at Massowah, I 
think it probable I should get back to this place in about three weeks. 

6. T tase ordered biscuit to be baked here, in readiness for my return, and the Paymaster to purchase such 
provisions as can be obtained from the Commissariat, that Her Majesty's sloop under my command may leave 
Aden complete with —— when proceeding in the further execution of your orders. 

7. I trust that the steps I have taken will meet with your approbation. 


Sir 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. R. PURVIS. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 174. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Captain Purvis. 

i Aden, December 29, 1864. 

WITH reference to the conversation held with you yesterday, 1 have the honour to inform you that the 
position of the Mission sent from this to Abyssinia is far from satisfactory, and that I consider it very necessary 
that before carrying out the latter part of Admiral King’s instructions you should proceed to Massowah, and 
remain there for a short period, to obtain the fullest information as to the progress of the Mission, and for such 
further time as you may consider advisable after communicating with Mr. Rassam, to whom I shall take this 
‘opportunity of writing, and of directing him to furnish you with all particulars, that you may be able to judge how 
long your presence there should be continued. I have the honour to request, therefore, that you will be good 
enough to inform me when you will be able to leave this for Massowah. 

2. I should also inform you that the French have recently become more active in their proceedings on the 
African coast. A French Consul has been sent to Zeyla, and has established himself there; Abokh has been 
revisited, its anchorage and neighbourhood carefully surveyed by the officer commanding the French gun-boat 
‘‘Surcouf;” and it is reported they are anxious to obtain possession of other places in the Gulf of Tajourna. I 
should feel obliged, therefore, if, on your return to Massowah, you would visit Abokh, Roheita, Tafourra, and 
Zeyla ; and any information you can gather at those places, with regard to the intention and projects of the French, 
{ shall be very thankful to receive. 

8. An interpreter shall be furnished to you from the Residency office, : ou require one. 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Crass A. 2P 


Sir, 
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No. 175. 
Commander Parr to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Lyra,” Formosa Bay, April 13, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the 10th April, whilst cruizing in 
latitude 2° 31’ south, longitude 41° 28’ east, I fell in with a dhow having no papers, 
and no colours hoisted, although she had a Turkish flag on board, for bearing 
which she had no authority. She had a large quantity of wood for slave-decks, 
coarse grass matting, large water-tanks, two large cooking coppers, and other 
utensils adapted for feeding slaves, and had an accommodation for’ slaves like unto 
a mason’s ladder; and as she was unfit to proceed to a port of adjudication I 
scuttled her. Her crew, who were Somali Arabs, were put on board a dhow going 
north, at their own request. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT A. PARR. 





No. 176. 
Captain Bowden to the Secretary td the Admiralty. 


Sir, « “ Wasp,” Zanzibar, April 16, 1865. 

IN pursuance of the Slave Instructions (Article 31, page 5), I have the honour 
to inform you that a slave dhow, containing 26 slaves, was captured by the boats of 
this ship, under the charge of Lieutenant Charles B. Theobald, near the Island of 
Zanzibar, which vessel was adjudicated, condemned, and burnt by the Sultan of 
Zanzibar. 

The slaves were retained bv him in consequence of their having been stolen 
property. 

I beg to inclose a receipt fo: them, and for the vessel from Lieutenant-Colonel 
R. L, Playfair. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. BOWDEN. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 176. 


Certificate. 
“ Wasp,” Zanzibar, April 14, 1865. 
THIS is to ify that we have this day measured a slave dhow, captured on the 10th April, 1865, by 
Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Wasp,” and find her dimensions to be as follows, viz.:—Length between perpendicular 
55 feet; 14 feet extreme breadth ; 28 feet girth. From which her tonnage (42 tons) has been calculated. 

(Signed) THOMAS HESTER, gf aa 

EDWARD PHILLIPS, Master, 
Approved : Her Majesty's ship “ Wasp.” 

(Signed) W. BOWDEN, Captain. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 176. 


Certificate. 


I, LIEUTENANT-COLONEL R. L. PLAYFAIR, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul and Political ee 
at Zanzibar, do hereby certify that on 15th day of April, 1865, a boat o the build called ‘‘ Bedan,” which 
had been captured by the boats of Her Majesty's ship “ Wasp,” with a slave cargo of twenty men and yh 
fu women, teal Se Grit se all reiy-cis Sealy, WAG, KOON DONGLE 98 Oe ica ke ath i 
Highness Sayid Majid bin Saeed, Sultan of Zanzibar, was delivered over by me to his Highness for adjudi- 
cation. That the said boat was duly condemned on the same day as a slaver, and that she was burnt as 
such also on the same day. 

: T do further cortify that as maz Fm: as ted as havi a a Ne ee ee 
owners, have all béen detained by his Highness tan i er investigation. 

Goes tote ay aad a ol is at Paine a cece tek tehen wetion 
(Signed) R. L, PLAYFAIR. 
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No. 177. 
Captain Bowden to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Wasp,” Seychelles, May 26, 1865. 

IN compliance with Article 31, page 5, of the Slave Trade Instructions, I have 
the honour to report that on the night of the 12th May, an Arab dhow was captured 
by the pinnace and cutter of this ship, under the charge of Lieutenant Charles E. 
Rising, at a distance of from eight to ten miles from the Port of Zanzibar, with 283 
slaves on board. 

She had a large crew of northern Arabs, who made a desparate resistance, but 
owing to the gallantry displayed by the officers whose names are in the margin,* 
and their boats’ crews, the vessel was carried, the Arabs taking to the sea, and to a 
boat they cut from the stern, but leaving three dead and thirteen prisoners. 

1 regret to say that John New, coxswain of pinnace, the first to board, was 
killed, and three officers and eight men wounded. 

I cannot speak too highly of the judicious way in which the attack was 
conducted, and the gallantry displayed by Lieutenant C. E. Rising, who has received 
three very severe wounds. 

Lieutenant C. B. Theobald received a very severe wound at the onset, but, 
notwithstanding, boarded, and afterwards remained in charge. 

By the previous statement there were seventy Arabs on board at the time of 
the attack, and by the report from the shore twenty-five are missing of those who 
took to the-sea. 

I beg to inclose the officers’ report of their proceedings, and the surgeon’s list 
of casualties. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. BOWDEN. 
Inclosure 1 in No. 177. 
Lieutenant Rising to Captain Bowden. 
Sir, “‘ Wasp,”’ Seychelles, May 26, 1865. 


IN obedience to your orders of the 12th inst., I proceeded with the pinnace and first cutter, manned and 
armed, to endeavour to intercept a dhow, which was to sail from Zanzibar the same evening. 

On leaving the ship I at once sent Lieutenant C. B. Theobald in the pinnace down to Chapney Island, 

iving him directions to look for the dhow, and also for me in the cutter. I then went in to where the 

ahae was at anchor at sunset, but found that she had sailed. On inquiring on board another small dhow, 

heard that she had sailed about half-an-hour with only part of her slaves on board, and that the rest had 

ne after her in three large canoes. I immediately proceeded to pick up the pinnace, and having come to 

e conclusion that she must have anchored somewhere close in shore to reneive those slaves, I proceeded in 

company of pinnace to search the shore, intending to go down to Cockstown if we did not find her on our 
way—the pinnace being about a mile and a-half from the shore, and the cutter about half a mile. 

After proceeding about two miles, I observed a canoe in shore of me, and immediately chased her; as 
soon as she saw me she made for the shore, and, reaching it, all the crew ran into the bush. I searched the 
canoe, and found in it several baskets of yams and a copper kettle, and from what the interpreter said I had 
no doubt she was one of the three canoes. I took her in tow and shoved off, and just as I hoisted the sail I 
observed a sail coming round the point and stood off towards her. I saw that it was a large dhow with her 
sail half hoisted, aj mtly looking for something. When I was within 200 yards of her she ap to 
make me out, and hoisted her sail, at the same time firing at me. I at once chased, and commenced firing at 
her—she returning it, and finding that the cutter was sailing faster than the dhow, I kept abouty eighty yards 
astern of her, intending to wait for the pinnace. After chasing her about half a mile, I observed the pinnace 
‘commence firing on her from some distance ahead, and at once got the oars out. About ten minutes after, I 
saw the pinnace close to the dhow, and almost immediately after she boarded her on the port bow. I atonce 
boarded with the cutter on the starboard quarter, and after about ten minutes severe fighting we succeeded in 
capturing her, many of the crew jumping overboard; and, owing to the darkness, succeeded in cutting the 
boat away from the stern of the dhow an mets a in her. 

I must leave Lieutenant Theobald to finish this report, as I as, as to say I became insensible from loss 
of blood, and, on coming to, found myself in the cutter with several wounded men, on our way to the ship, 
which we reached at 7.50 a.M., on the 18th. 

I have now only to say that it is my firm conviction we should never have captured her if Lieutenant 
Theobald had not at once stood across to cut her off on seeing the firing, and then without hesitation boarded. 
I wish also to bring to your notice the manner in which Mr. W. Wilson (midshipman), John Williams, 
A.B., and coxswain of the cutter, and Charles Proudley, yeoman of store-rooms, behaved. The latter saved 
my life when, owing to loss of blood and my sword being broken, I “en ly _ to defend myself. _ 

ve, 
(Signed) CHARLES C. RISING. 





* Cutter—C. E. Rising, Lieutenant, Wm. Wilson, Midshipman; and 11 men. Pinnace—C. B. Theobald, 
Lieutenant, J. J. A. Cam ‘i, Midshipman, and 13 men. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 177. 


Lieutenant Theobald to Captain Bowden. 


Sir, “ Wasp,” Seychelles, May 26, 1865. 
AFTER the capture of the dhow, finding Lieutenant Rising severely wounded and insensible, I took 
charge of the boats. I sent the first cutter, with Lieutenant Charles C. Rising and the worst of the 
wounded, back to the ship, with request for assistance to be sent to me as soon as possible. I then got 
under weigh in the dhow with pinnace in tow, and stood over to the African coast until shortly before 
daylight, when I wore, and seeing the ship coming towards us I anchored the dhow close to Cha ney 
Island, and returned on board at 11°30 a.m. In conclusion I beg to call your attention to the gallant 
behaviour of Mr. J. J. A. Campbell, midshipman, and the men under my command. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES B. THEOBALD. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 177. 


Certificate. 
“Wasp,” Zanzibar,” May 15, 1865. 
THIS is to certify that we have this day measured a slave dhow, captured on the 12th May, 1865, by 
Her Majesty's ship “‘ Wasp,"’ and find her dimensions to be as follows, viz.:—Length between perpendicular 
92 feet; extreme breadth 26 feet; girth 46 feet. Poop—breadth 18 feet; length 24 feet; depth 6 feet. 
From which her registered tonnage (240 tons) has been calculated. 


(Signed) THOMAS HESTER, Carpenter, 
BDWD. C. DU B. PHILLIPS, Master, 
Approved : Her Majesty's ship “ Wasp.” 
(Signed) W. BOWDEN, Captain. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 177. 


Mr, Schultz to Captain Bowden, 
Sir, Zanzibar, May 15, 1865. 

I DO hereby certify that an Arab dhow, which has been captured by the boats of Her Majesty's ship 
“Wasp,” with a slave cargo, was delivered over by me to his Highness for adjudication, and has been 
condemned by the Sultan, and delivered over to you for disposal, and that the Sultan has promised to 
punish the Arab prisoners handed over to him. 

Given under my hand and seal of office. 

(Signed) THEODORE SCHULTZ, 
For R. L. Playfair. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 177. 


Declaration. 


I, THE Undersigned, holding the rank of Surgeon in Her Britannic Majesty's Navy, do hereby declare 
that the following deaths have occurred amongst the slaves captured on the 12th May, between that date 
and the 25th May, 1865: 1 man; 1 woman; 3 boys; 1 girl. Total 6. 

(Signed) WM. E. O'BRIEN, Surgeon, 
Approved : Her Majesty's ship “ Wasp.” 
(Signed) W. BOWDEN. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 177. 


Certificate. 


I HEREBY certify that I have received from Captain Bowden, of Her Majesty's Ship “ Wasp,” 277 negroes 
for the purpose of ry a pg. viz.: males 102; Tossles 175. Total 277. 
Given under my hand and seal at Mahé, Seychelles, this 26th day of May, 1865. 
(Signed) SWINBURNE WARD, 


Her Majesty's Civil Commissioner. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 177. 


Certificate. 
. < ,"’ Zanzibar, May 16, 1865. 
THIS is to certify that the sum of £84 12s. 6d. was found on Yicsedl the tse oxgiherad Boy le: aig on 
Ca TA Eee ED Se oes Se nen ane Leen: aon: cm charge ee Ea ter. 
(Signed) . BOWDEN, Captain. 
. EDWD. C, DU B. PHILLIPS, Master. 
C. E. SMITH, Paymaster. 
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Inclosure 8 in No. 177. 


Return of Killed and Wounded Officers and Men during’ the Engagement and Capture of an Arab Dhow near 
Zanzibar, on the night of May 12, 1865, by the boats of Her Majesty’s ship * Wasp.” 


Quality. Remarks. 















Nature of Injury. 


























John New .. ..| Coxswain, pinnace Spear wound of chest --| Killed. Large blood-vessels 
divided. 
Chas. C. Rising ..| Lieutenant .. Sword wound of neck Very severe. All muscles left 
side of neck divided. , 
Ditto of left hand .. Very severe. Hand amputated 
except little fingerand thumb. 
Ditto of right thigh Severe Not dangerous. 
Chas. B. Theobald... | Ditto Spear wound of left wrist Very severe. Spear went 
through the joint. 
William Wilson .-| Midshipman Sword wound of back .. | Severe. 
Ditto of right wrist --| Ditto. Some tendons and 
nerves divided. 
Oliver Norville ..| 2nd Captain, foretop .| Spear wound of abdomen ..| Penetrating. Very dangerous. 
Archibald Mac Phail .. | !oatswain’s Mate Ditto of chest és ..| Ditto. Ditto. ~ 
John Cramer ..| Captain, after guard ..| Ditto through fore-arm ..| Very severe. 
John Williams ..| A.B sd Sword wound of forehead... | Severe. 
Edward Thompson .. | A.B. Ditio of fore-arm -. | Ditto. 
Spear wound of chest ..| Slight 
Charles Soeganna ~—.._ | Ordinary seaman Ditto of back ee . | Ditto. 
William Springall Sailmaker’s crew Ditto of fore-arm ..| Ditto. 





(Signed) WM. E. O'BRIEN, Surgeon. 





No. 178. 
Commodore Montresor to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “© Severn,” Trincomalie, June 25, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to submit the following report of the loss of the cutter of 
the “Lyra,” and of an attack made on the boat’s crew under the command of 
Lieutenant Reed, resulting in the death of the two named in the margin,* and the 
wounding of several others, and of the proceedings consequent thereon. 

2. The detailed reports on this unfortunate occurrence are exceedingly 
voluminous, and thinking it needless to take up their Lordships’ time in reading 
them, I shall endeavour to compress the twenty-seven sheets of official information 
into nine. 

3. On the 3rd November, 1864, the cutter in charge of Lieutenant Reed, being 
detached from the ship, attempted to land on the beach, at a point about forty-five 
miles south-south-west of Mozambique, in latitude 15° 41’ south, and longitude 
40° 25’ east, twenty-one miles north-east of the mouth of Antonio River, to obtain 
water, and was completely swamped, arms and ammunition lost, this was about 
5 p.m.; about 8 p.m. the natives, who had gradually increased in number till the 
amounted to 80 or 100 men, suddenly bound Lieutenant Reed with cords, and fell 
on the boat's crew with, spears and firearms, two who are missing it is feared were 
killed. as they have never since been heard of, several were wounded and taken 
prisoners, the rest hid themselves and got off in canoes to the ship, which had 
anchored off the spot the same evening. The captured prisoners were marched 
about an hour’s journey inland to a village, when their cords were taken off and 
they were supplied with mats to sleep on. ‘The next day the petty Chief, under 
whose directions they had been captured, received orders from a powerful Chief, 
named Mousa, to restore the goods they had plundered and to send their prisoners 
to him, the prisoners were consequently marched under a strong guard towards 
Shangady, which they reached at 8 p.m. the next evening, having halted one night 
on the road. 

4. Shortly after their arrival Mousa arrived ; Mousa is the Arab Chief of this 
district, having, as he asserts, 130 Chiefs and 35,000 men, mostly armed, under him, 
and is at enmity with the Portuguese. Mousa, after treating Lieutenant Reed and 
his party with great hospitality, offered to dispatch several hundred men at once 
to revenge the outrage perpetrated on the ‘“‘ Lyra’s” officers and men, but was 
requested by Lieutenant Reed to wait until he had communicated with his captain. 


* William Saul, private, Royal Marines ; William Welsh, ordinary. 
Crass A. 2Q 
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Jn the meantime a letter was sent to Commander Parr through Mousa to 
Mozambique. 

5. On the 14th the “ Lyra” arrived off Shangady, and Lieutenant Reed made 
his report. In the interval of Lieutenant Reed’s absence, every endeavour had 
been made by Commander Parr in search of the cutter and lost men, and not finding 
them, the Lyra” proceeded to Mozambique. 

6. On informing the Governor-General of what had happened, he immediately 
sent messengers to his troops stationed in the neighbourhood with orders to demand 
the release of the men, and he seemed anxious, so Commander Parr report, to 
render all assistance in his power; nothing however resulted from it. 

7. Captain Gardner of Her Majesty’s ship ‘“ Orestes,” then Senior Officer, 
wrote at once a letter to the Governor-General, which, with its covering letter to 
Captain Bowden, does that officer so much credit, that I consider | should not be 
doing him justice in merely mentioning it, 1 have therefore inclosed a copy. 

8. The Governor of Mozambique replied to Captain Gardner’s letter in one 
three times as long; but which, in its very imperfect translation, appears to me 
exceedingly ambiguous, but which does not veil the fact of his being unable, 
however willing to assist him, acknowledging that the rebel Chief Mousa is all 
powerful in the district, and giving free permission to the English to avenge their 
own cause without detriment to the dignity of Portugal, provided a report is made 
to him, which he hopes will be done, of the steps pursued. 

9. Captain Gardner (ordered home) having left Captain Bowden in charge, the 
latter dispatched boats under the orders of Commander Parr up the Antonio River 
to seek an interview with Mousa (inclosed is a copy of his orders). The Chief 
received them “in his usual kind and hospitable manner ;” he was first asked about 
the fate of the two missing men, he said they had doubtless been killed, as he 
could gain no intelligence regarding them, though he had ordered a watch to be 
kept in the vicinity of their loss; he then volunteered the information that he had 
been waiting the arrival of the “ Lyra” for orders to punish the perpetrators of the 
outrage, and that in the meantime he had recovered Mr. Reed's sword and some of 
the clothing of the men. 

10. Commander Parr then “thanked him in the name of the Senior Officer for 
past services, and informed him that in twenty days or so, a ship would be off 
Antonio, to receive his repor. of the result of his proceedings from this date.” 

11. On the 6th of March the “Lyra” returned off Antonio River, and her 
Commander againcommunicated with Mousa. Mousa stated that he had been at war 
ever since the “ Lyra’s” departure, with some tribes who had created disturbances 
in the southern part of his territory. The Chief of Mogincalé, he said, who had 
attacked the cutter’s crew, had confessed his crime, and that he had tried to enter 
into negotiations with him (Mousa), either by payment in cash, or in any way he 
might suggest, of which, however, he said, he had hitherto taken no notice. 

12. Commander Parr desired that the Chief of Mogincalé might be captured at 
the earliest opportunity, and four of the ringleaders to be detained there until the 
arrival of an English man-of-war, and Mousa promised that he would as early 
as possible attack the tribe of Mogincalé, and endeavour to effect the capture 
demanded. 

13. On leaving, Commander Parr reports, “1 thought it requisite to impress 
upon him, knowing his enmity with the Portuguese, that the order | had given him 
only referred to the tribe of Mogincalé, and that I should not be answerable for any 
of his actions against the Portuguese.” 

14. Commander Parr’s conversations with Mousa were effected through the 
instrumentality of Ali Benhomet, the interpreter of his ne 

15. Captain Bowden, by order of Admiral King, who had left the station, refers 
the whole of this correspondence, twenty-seven sheets of official paper, as I have 
already stated, to me, requesting my instructions thereon in the event of the petty 
Chief of Mogincalé, and the four ringleaders being delivered over, stating, | think 
with reason, “even in case of their confessing, I doubt if I should pea nape in 
ordering their execution, however much they might deserve it; according to the 
native laws, such would doubtless be their fate ; ” to which I have replied, “ I conceive 
the best way of meeting the difficulty as to their punishment, will be to tell them 
that you have referred it to me, and that I have, in consideration of the prompt and 
honourable assistance which we have received at his hands, for which I thank him 
very sincerely, left it to him to inflict such punishment in the way of transportation 
or imprisonment, or such other punishment as he may deem proper, short of injury 
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to life and limb, which our feelings of humanity towards ignorant barbarians 
induce us in this case to refrain from.” It is very plain, from the tenor of the 
letter from the Governor of Mozambique, that he has no authority whatever in this 
territory, and I consider that it will not be necessary to correspond with him 
further upon the occasion. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. B. MONTRESOR. 





No. 179. 
Declaration by Lieutenant Garforth. 


I, EDMOND ST. JOHN GARFORTH, the undersigned Lieutenant Commander, 
holding the rank of Lieutenant in Her Britannic Majesty’s Navy, and commanding 
Her Majesty's gun-vessel “ Penguin” duly authorized by Acts of Parliament for the 
suppression of the Slave Trade, do hereby declare that at 11 a.m. on Thursday the 
25th May, 1865, whilst steaming along the coast towards Cape Guardafui I observed 
two dhows at anchor off the ila of Bunder Aliuleh at the entrance of the Gulf of 
Aden. Thinking they might be engaged in the Slave Trade, I altered course and 
steamed into the bay, and when within a mile and a-half of the dhows 1 observed 
— of them beached and the slaves being driven out of her to the shore and thence 
inland, 

Having brought the ship to an anchor, I proceeded with a whaler and the 
cutters armed to examine the vessels, and I arrived alongside the one that had been 
beached a few minutes after the last slave had been driven out of her, with the 
exception of one, who died shortly afterwards. Leaving one of the cutters to tow her 
off to the ship | proceeded with the other boats on board the second dhow (a 
Baghalah) which was lying at anchor near where the first one had been; on 
examining her I found her deserted by the crew and without either colours or 
papers, and from a fire forward still burning the crew had evidently deserted on our 
approach, taking with them all their portable property. 

Considering there was not the slightest doubt of her being engaged in the Slave 
Trade, [ towed her off alongside the ship, and sent Mr. Charles F. Gulliver, 
second master, and Mr. Thomas E. Miller, sub-lieutenant, on board of her, who 
reported to me having found a slave deck, bearing marks of recent occupation, a 
barred hatchway, and three water tanks 6 feet by 4, one smaller, one 4 feet by 4, a 
large water cask, large coppers and a farina mill, besides the necessary food for 
slaves. 

At some distance from the beach I observed a large barracoon with about as 
many slaves in it as would form a cargo for these two vessels. 

From the advanced state of the monsoon I[ considered it impracticable to tow 
them to any port of adjudication, and therefore sent Mr. Charles F. Gulliver, second 
master, and Gorge Hicks, carpenter’s mate, to measure them, who found the Baghalah 
to be 78 feet in length and 182 tons; and the dhow to be 56 feet in length and 73 
tons. 

I then weighed with the vessels in tow and proceeded out about twenty miles 
from land and destroyed them by fire. 

Given under my hand on board Her Majesty’s gun-vessel “ Penguin,” at sea in 
latitude 10° 58’ north, longitude 51° 9}’ east, this 26th day of May, 1865. 

(Signed) EDMUND ST. JOHN GARFORTH. 





No. 180, 
Captain Paisley to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Lord, “« Highflyer,” June 30, 1865. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you, for the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, that on my arrival on this station I called at Mozambique, where | 
found a Spanish ship, the “‘ Duke of Tetuan,” belouging (as the Governor of that 
place informed me) to Cadiz and bound for Americz. She was taking in a cargo of 
rice. 

These circumstances induced me to leave one of my boats at Leman, Veloso 


My 
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Bay, to watch the movement of the suspected vessel, and also to assist in suppressing 
the trade in slaves running north. 

Lieutenant S. Fellowes, the officer in command of the launch, informs me that 
the Government of Ibo had seized a vessel with 246 slaves on board a day previous 
to his arrival at that. port. 

Lieutenant Fellowes also heard that the “ Duke of Tetuan” had run a large 
cargo of slaves from Inhambane last year, and it was believed that she intended to 
do the same this year, but as his time was limited, he was obliged to return to 
Zanzibar for provisions. 

Information was received at Keonga, that an Arab vessel had taken a number 
of slaves from that place a few hours before the arrival of my launch. 

On the 24th June, the launch detained a bedaux running north. A slave-deck 
was found on board her though she had only left Zanzibar, she had no papers. She 
was, therefore, brought into Zanzibar, where some Banians engaged themselves to 
swear she was chartered by them for a voyage to Tanga for corn. She was, there- 
fore, released at Sultan Said Majid’s request. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) T. M.S. PAISLEY. 





No. 181. 
Commander Parr to Captain Bowden. 


Sir, ‘“* Lyra,” at Sea, June 30, 1865. 

| HAVE the honour to report, agreeably to page 7, Article 3 of the Slave 
Instructions, my experiences during the last half-year of the state of the Slave 
Trade on this coast. 

2. During the months of January, February, and March, I cruized in the 
Mozambique, but found the coast generally quiet, and no symptoms of Slave Trade 
being carried on to any great extent. 

3. During the month of April | worked the coast from Brava downwards to 
Waseen, and boarded a great many dhows, but they had nothing suspicious about 
their fittings, the generality of their cargoes consisting of grain. At Lamoo I 
heard from the Governor that the Somali Arabs come down sometimes and steal 
the slaves from the inhabitants, and their dhows generally get clear off owing to 
the coast not being sufficiently watched. 

4. While at anchor off Tola Island, during my attendance on Baron de Decken, 
I destroyed one dhow which had brought a cargo of slaves from Lamoo. 

5. Tola appears to be a very good place for a cruizer to call at, as from what 
the Chief informed me, the dhows coming from the southward generally make 
Tola their first stoppage on their voyage north. | am of opinion that there is little 
or no cessation in the Slave Trade which is carried on to such a great extent during 
the early part of the south-westerly monsoon, between Zanzibar and the territories 
of the [maum of Muscat. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. A. PARR. 





No, 182. 


Captain Bowden to Commodore Montresor. 
* 
Sir, “ Wasp,” Zanzibar, June 30, 1865. 

IN compliance with the instructions for the suppression of the Slave Trade at 
page 7, Article 3, I have the honour to inform you that during a cruize of nearly 
three months in the Mozambique Channel, I did not hear of any European slave 
vessel having for a length of time visited any portion of that coast. 

There is a ‘l'raffic in Slaves between Madagascar and the main, and a dhow 
filled with slaves had been captured by a Portuguese cruizer, and carried to 
Mozambique. There does not appear to be any great demand for slaves in Mada- 
gascar, and there is sometimes difficulty in disposing of a cargo. 

In the dominions of the Sultan of Zanzibar, a much better price is generally 
given, and there is little difficulty in their taking a cargo to the southern portion of 
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his dominions ; once there, if provided with a pass, the Traffic is lawful, except for 
five months in the year. 

His dominions are the chief seat of the Slave Trade on this coast. Under the 
name of domestic slaves, numbers daily arrive at Zanzibar, and can be shipped 
away to any of his northern ports. A pass from the Custom-house would always 
be obtainable for the rest of the year, but the Arabs have a dislike to pay the 
Custom dues, which is the only hindrance to the Slave Trade on the south of the 
Equator. It by no means follows that because a vessel has a pass for slaves at 
Lamoo (procurable on Ist May), she should not run before the wind for a few days 
more to the Arabian coast. 

The Sultan is perhaps sincere in his wish to prevent the export of slaves to 
Asia, but he receives no support from any of his subjects, and dares do nc more 
than he has. 

During the months of February, March, and April, the Northern Arabs collect 
in numbers, kidnap, destroy, and act quite as they please, no one daring to complain 
against them. 

Most of the dhows run very well before the wind, draw but little water, and 
keep inside the reefs, which line the coast, with few intermissions, to Ras Haffoon : 
if they see a cruizer they lower their sails, and are not discernable from the 
offing. 

The whole seaboard population is Mahomedan ; they, thinking slavery a divine 
right, cannot understand our views, and are consequently partly hostile to us, 
and ask why we, a great nation, steal their slaves, when we can buy them so 


cheaply 

Hegarding the capture of empty dhows, as far as my experience goes, and I 
have seen many dozen vessels who have brought slaves to Zanzibar, no sort of 
fittings are ever used. If they have cargo they sit on it, and if not, on the sand 
ballast, and they carry comparatively little water. The ordinary cargoes, such as 
grain, oranges, and cocoa-nuts, will feed slaves if on board. 

It would be a great injustice to destroy all northern Arab vessels met with, 
but the majority will carry slaves if they can; those belonging to the South appear 
never to go north of the Iquator. 

The Sultan, in adjudicating on a detained dhow, has lately said it is proof, 
not suspicion, that is required: I think the former could rarely be found in empty 
vessels. 

The most desirable grounds for cruizing is doubtless from Rio Haffoon to 
Arabia and Persia, from the end of March to the middle of May, when the sea and 
wind near Socotra becomes too violent for dhows. The “ Penguin” made four 
prizes this season, and would in all probability have made many more if she had 
not been obliged to take the slaves to Aden. There would be room and work for 
four or five cruizers during that time. About Brava, or near the Equator, would 
also be a good place, anchoring at night close to the shore. 

At and near Zanzibar much more might be done by steam launches that could 
run fast; they would be of much service afterwards in the Mozambique. The 
“Wasp’s” boats lost several prizes from want of speed. A ship is of little or no 
service, more especially at night, and among reefs and shoals. 

While domestic siavery is an Arab institution, | don’t think we could, even if 
Zanzibar were in our possession, do more than slightly and temporarily check the 
Slave Trade on this coast. Most of the slaves on Zanzibar are in good condition, 
and far happier than with negro masters. Those who are young, especially the 
woinen and girls, by no means dislike the idea of going as slaves to Muscat. Many 
of those we emancipated at Mahé regretted being taken there, dreading the idea of 
having to work as they never had been accustomed to it. 

I have, &e. 


(Signed) W. BOWDEN. 





Inclosure in No. 182. 
List of Slaves Captured jrom April 4 to June 30, 1865. 


“Wasp "—2 dhows with 309 slaves; 1 empty dhow detained, but escaped with prize crew of 3 men. 
“ Lyra”’—1 empty dhow, and is now cruizing near the equator. 

“ Rapid "—1 dhow with slaves; returns not received. 

“ Penguin ’—2 dhows with 286 slaves, and 2 empty dhows from which slaves had just landed. 
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No. 183. 


Commander Parr to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, “ Tyra,” Port Tola, June 23, 1865. 
I HAVE the honour to report that on arriving at this port on the 20th instant, 
I observed a dhow on shore off the entrance of the river, and on making inquiries 
I ascertained of the Chief of Tola that she had brought a number of slaves from 
Lamoo (about 140), and that on her getting ashore only 40 of the slaves were 
saved from drowning, who were subsequently shi ne in another dhow to Brava. 
I accordingly boarded the dhow on shore and found er deserted by her crew, and 
without any colours ; she had a slave deck, a large cooking place, and a slave ladder ; 
the water tanks and cooking utensils having been either washed away or landed by 

the natives, I therefore seized and destroyed her by breaking her up. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT PARR. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 183. 


Commander Parr to the Secretary to the Admiralty 
Sir, “ Lyra,” Port Tola, June 28, 1865. 

1 HAVE the hononr to inform you that on the 27th inst., having received information from the Chief of 
Tola that a party of slaves, being part ofa cargo of a dhow wrecked in Port Durnford, were awaiting ship- 
ment, I sent two boats to the place indicated, and next morning they succeeded in capturing 18 slaves, the 
remainder being driven away into the bush by their Arab masters. 

Out of a cargo of 150 slaves supposed to have escaped from the wreck of the dhow, I heard that the 
greater number had since died from want of food and exposure. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT H. PARR. 


“ Lyra,” July 19, 1865. 
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Under what colours. 


No. 184. 


Return of Vessels Visited and Detained by Her Majesty’s ships “ Lyra” and “ Wasp.” 
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ROBERT T. PARR, Commander. 
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Return of Vessels under Foreign Colours Visited by Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra.” 


Owner, and of 
what Place, 
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“ Lyra," June 30, 1865. (Signed) ROBERT T. PARR, Commander. 
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W. BOWDEN, Captain. 


(Signed) 
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“ Wasp,” June 30, 1865. 





Crass A. 28 








Ditto .. -| Ditto 

;| Ditto 

Ditto 

24 | Off Brava Mr. Phi! Master ; | Ditto 
Mr. M it, Mid- 

May 12) OF Lieutenant Rising; | Ditto 
Isl Lieutenant Theo- 
Zanzibar. bald, Mr. Campbell, 

Midshipman; Mr. 
Wilson, ip- 
man. 


* Wasp,” June 30, 1865. 





+| Ditto 


| Ditto 


| Ditto 


..| Ditto 


.-| Ditto 


.-| Ditto 


.-| Ditto of 


«| Ditto 


Return of Vessels under Foreign Colours Visited by Her Majesty's ship “ Wasp.” 
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W. BOWDEN, Captain. 
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No. 185. 
Commodore Cockburn to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Seringapatam,” Simons’ Bay, August 23, 1865. 

IN forwarding the inclosed letters reporting the capture of two dhows by the 
boats of Her Majesty’s ship “ Rapid,” their Lordships will observe that I called 
upon Commander Jago for some explanation as regards the blacks taken on board 
the “Rapid” and conveyed to the Seychelles. 

I have no doubt whatever that all that has been stated is true, and the 
conclusion just—that the blacks were really and bond fide poor slaves rescued ; still 
I think it right to call the attention of their Lordships to the fact, that these 
people were taken from the shore, simply through the statements of the 
natives. 

I admit the difficulty in this instance, in thus having these poor creatures 
thrust upon the officers engaged in this affair; but it shows very clearly the 
necessity of great care and watchfulness on the part of the Senior Officer on the 
East Coast, to prevent an abuse of such means of taking black people from the 
shore to one of our colonies. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. H. COCKBURN. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 185. 


Commander Jago to Commodore Cockburn. 


Sir, “ Rapid,” Simon's Bay, August 10, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the boats of Her Majestys ship under my command captured 
and destroyed two slave dhows under the following circumstances :— 

Ist. On the 4th of May, 1865, while cruizing off the island of Pemba, discovered a dhow in a creek; she 
was beached and abandoned as soon as the boats hove in sight, she had just landed slaves, and while the 
boats’ crew were destroying the dhow, the officer and some of the men proceeded up to a small hut where 
they captured 32 of the slaves that had been landed from her, the rest of them (about 1U0) being driven into 
the bush by the Arab crew. 

2nd. On the 15th May, off Lamoo, destroyed a dhow at the request of the Governor of Lamoo, she being 
engaged in the Slave Trade. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) Cc, T. JAGO. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 1835. 
Commander Jayo to Commodore Cockburn, 


Sir, “ Rapid,” Simon's Bay, August 15, 1865, 
IN reply to your memorandum of the 14th instant, respecting a slave dhow, I have the honour to inform 
ou, 

. Ist. One of the numerous creeks on the island of Pemba. 

2nd. From the natives of the village close to where the dhow was beached and from the slaves themselves. 
8rd. From report from the natives, also trom an Arab man who was a passenger, and likewise from the 
state she was in, and she having left Zanzibar before the domestic Slave Trade was allowed. 
I beg also to inclose a copy of the officer's letter to me while cruizing in the Island of Pemba; that states 
full particulars of the said dhow. 
1 have, &c. 
(Signed) Cc. T. JAGO. 








Inclosure 3 in No. I85. 


Acting Lieutenant Webber to Commander Jago. 
Sir, “ Rapid,” May 7, 1865. 
IN obedience to your orders of the Ist instant, I proceeded in the boats of this ship to examine the 
Island of Pemba. ; 
In consequence of bad weather I did not arrive at Pemba until the night of the 2nd instant, and on 
the following evening I received information of a slave dhow being in the neighbourhood. 
It being too late that night to proceed in search of her, I consid it advisable to wait till next 
morning. 
The next morning I found the dhow hauled up on the beach partially cleared out, and evidenily fitted 
for carrying slaves, having slave matting and food, also having signs of being lately engaged carrying 
slaves. 


‘- 
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On landing, I received information from the natives that the dhow had brought slaves from Zanzibar, 
and that they were confined in houses close by. 

The captain of the dhow (a Soorie), whom I saw ashore, told me he was bound to Zanzibar, with a cargo 
fre goa Ruts, but he had no papers or colours, and would not say where he had come from. A in 
the dhow told me that he come from Zanzibar in her, having paid for a passage to Lamoo; he also 
corroborated the statement that she had brought slaves, 

The natives of the place, who pe, glad to see, and willing to assist us, showed me the houses 
where the slaves were confined, and also expressed a desire that I should burn the dhow, the Soories having 
threatened to take their children. 

During the time I was searching one of the houses, in which twenty-six were confined, the captain of 
the dhow sent some of his crew of Sourimen to release the remainder; a great number thus escaped, but I, 
however, succeeded in capturing six of them, making in all thirty-two. 

The masts and sails being removed and it being impossible to tow her to the rendezvous, I considered it 
advisable to destroy her, which I did by burning, having previously measured her. 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) GEORGE GORDON WEBBER. 





No. 186. 
Acting-Commander Latham to the Secretary to the Adwiralty. 


Sir, “ Vigilant,” Zanzibar, September 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that pursuant to Article 31, p. 5 of the 
Instructions for the Suppression of the Slave Trade, Lieutenant Schultz, in command 
of two of the boats of Her Majesty's sloop under my command, captured off Mango 
Pawmy in the Island of Zanzibar on the 22nd instant, a dhow containing forty- 
eight slaves (seven men, seven women, and thirty-four children), the crew having 
deserted on the approach of the boats ; and her papers not being found on board 
she was brought into this port, and on the 25th instant the owners not having 
appeared, she was handed over to me by Syed Mohammed bin Jacim bin Sultan, who 
is Regent during the absence of the Sultan in Bombay. Two of the female slaves 
were in irons, and papers were found on board proving some of the slaves to have 
been sent out of Zanzibar by the Sultan’s immediate relatives. 

I intend to sink the dhow outside Zanzibar harbour as soon as I am able to 
leave this port for Seychelles with the slaves. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) M. W. LATHAM. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 186. 


Mr. Schultz to Captain Latham. 
Sir, “ Zanzibar,” September 30, 1865, 

I DO hereby certify that an Arab dhow captured by the boats of Her Majesty's ship “ Vigilant,” 
with a slave cargo, and delivered over to his Highness for adjudication, has been condemned by the Sultan 
and delivered over to you for your disposal. 

Given under my hand and seal of office. 

(Signed) THEODORE SCHULTZ, 
‘or G. Edward Seward, M.D., Officer in Charge of British 
Consulate and Political Agency. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 186. 


Declaration. 


I, THE Undersigned, Wergland M. Latham, Esq., holding the rank of Acting Commander in Her 
Britannic Majesty's Navy, and commanding Her Majesty’s sloop “ Vigilant,” duly authorized by the 
ment between Great Britain and the Sultan of Muscat and Zanzibar, dated the 2nd October, 1845, for the 
suppression of the Slave Trade, do hereby declare that on the 22nd ip exerts 1865, being at anchor off 
the town of Zanzibar, an Arab dhow was seized by the boats of this ship inside the island, and near the 
port (name of master unknown) for having violated the said Agreement; and I further declare that the 
vessel had no crew on board at the time, but a cargo of 48 slaves, as follows :—7 men, 7 women, 34 children; 
total, 48. 

And I do also declare that I found this vessel in the following state:—Unseaworthy for a voyage to 
Seychelles. I therefore, after her condemnation by the Sultan of Zanzibar, caused her to be burned off 
that town. 

Given under my hand, this 21st day of October, 1865. 

(Signed) W. M. LATHAM, Acting Commander, 
Commanding Her Majesty's ship “ Vigilant.” 





REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 16] 
Inclosure 3 in No. 186. 
Cortificate. 
I HEREBY certify that on the night of the 27th ber, 1865, whilst lying in Zanzibar harbour, 
one yagi, peerage slave dhow caj on the 2ind September, 1865, leaving a total of 47 slaves. 


my hand, on board Her Majesty’s ship “ Vigilant, October 21, 1865. 
(Signed) W. M. LATHAM, Acting Commander. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 186. 
Declaration. 


I THE Undersigned, holding the rank of Acting Surgeon in Her Britannic Majesty’s Navy, do hereby 
declare that the following deaths occurred amongst the slaves captured on the 22nd September, 1865, 
between that date and the 21st October, 1865 :—1 boy; total number remaining, 46. 

Given under my hand, on board Her Majesty’s ship “ Vigilant,” 21st day of October, 1865. 

(Signed) w. é. FISHER, Acting Surgeon. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 186. 
Certificate. 


I HEREBY certify that I have received from Commander W. M. Latham, of Her Majesty's ship 
“Vigilant” 46 negroes for the purpose of emancipation, viz.:—4 men, 11 women, 31 children; total, 46. 
Given under my hand at Mahé, Seychelles, this 21st day of October, 1865. 
(Signed) SWINBURNE. WARDE, Her Majesty's Civil Commissioner. 
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NORTH AMERICA AND WEST INDIA STATION. 


No. 187. 
Vice- Admiral Sir J. Hope to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Duncan,” at Trinidad, March 10, 1865. 

IN reference to the following remark in Mr. Dunlop’s letter of the 30th of 
January last, inclosed in your letter of the 7th ultimo—‘“I beg leave to mention 
that the ‘/ndus’ is believed to have been directly or indirectly engaged in slave- 
trading at the very time she touched at St. Thomas. It seems a pity that she was 
not detained by the ‘Cordelia.’ At such places as St. Thomas it is often in the 
Consul’s power to arrest a suspected ship for such a length of time as would 
involve great injury to her owners ”—-you will be pleased to acquaint the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty that the “ Cordelia” was detached to St. Thomas 
at the request of the Consul, for the express purpose of affording that officer 
whatever assistance might prove requisite in the case; and that, after due investi- 
gation, no sufficient ground appearing for the detention of the vessel, she was 
necessarily handed over to the consignees. 

2. A copy of the Consul’s letter, and an extract from the Senior Officer’s report 
of proceedings, are forwarded herewith, and should further information be required, 
Commander Scott, in command of the “Cordelia” at the time, being now in 
England, will be able to afford it. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) J. HOPE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 187. 


Consul Lamb to Captain Hood. 
5 St. Thomas, December 1, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the British barque “Jndus” (late American under same name) 
arrived here on the 10th instant from Cadiz, and was reported to the Custom-house and to me in ballast. After 
arrival, three of her crew were discharged and four deserted. Subsequently she discharged 120 odd water-casks, 
some rice, beans, bread, beef. &c., which it is said were taken on board at Cadiz, but of this there is no proof. 
The water-casks are represented as fitted for ballast, but I do not find that the ship has taken any ballast here 
since their discharge. 

The nature of the goods landed being such as are frequently found on board ships engaged in the Slave 
Trade, public attention has been drawn to the case as a suspicious one, and I have requested the authorities here 
to have it investigated ; this may lead to the vessel being freed from suspicion, but, if not, she must proceed from 
this to a British port, and | therefore request that you will send one of Her Majesty’s ships of war here at once 
to convoy her, or give such other assistance as the case may require. 

I may mention that the “ Jndus” cleared from Cadiz for Bermuda, and there is nothing in the ship's log-book 
to account for her not going to that port in place of coming here. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) R. B. LAMB. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 187. 


Captain Hood to Vice-Admiral Sir J. Hope. 
( Extract.) December 21, 1864. 

I HAVE received a letter from Commander Scott informing me that he arrived at St. Thomas on the 12th, 
and after communicating with the Consul, and a due examination into the case of the barque “ Jndus,” including 
a personal inspection of the ship's log-book and chart, came to the conclusion that there were no sufficient 
proofs to warrant the detention of the said barque, and she was therefore handed over to the consignees. 
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. No. 188. 
Vice-Admiral Sir J. Hope to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Duncan,” at Jamaica, May 8, 1865. 

I HEREWITH forward, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, copy of a correspondence received from Captain Wake of the 
“Bulldog,” relative to a screw-steamer calling herself the “ Margarita Quintero,” 
but suspected of being the notorious slaver the “ Ciceron,” in order that the 
information therein contained may be forwarded to the coast of Africa, should their 
Lordships see fit. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. HOPE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 188. 
Captain Wake to the Senior Officer, Coast of Cuba. 


Sir, “ Bulldog,” Sacrificios, Vera Cruz, March 21, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that about fifteen days ago, a screw-steamer from Tampico, under the 
Mexican colours and calling herself the * Margarita Quintero,” arrived at this port, for the purpose of legitimatizing 
change of nationality (from Spanish to Mexican) that had been effected at Tampico. 

She professed to be bound from Vera Cruz to New York, vid Havana, and had shipped at ‘Tampico a small 
assorted cargo, chiefly goat skins, and a trifling amount of specie. 1 inclose, for your information, the copy of a 
letter addressed by Her Majesty's Acting Consul at this port to me, with reference to the said ship, and of my reply 
thereto; and I have also to inform you that from information subsequently received, there is no doubt that this 
vessel is no other than the notorious screw slaver ‘ Ciceron ;” that there is ev ery reason to believe that she made 
her way to Tampico (knowing that there would be no British man-of-war at that port) for the purpose of 
effecting a change of nationality, thereby receiving, as it were, a certificate of houesty, without which it would have 
been dangerous for so well-known a ship to approach the neighbourhcod of Her Majesty’s eruizers. 

Having heard of the inquiries [ was making about the ship, her consignees, who did not deny her former bad 
character, took the alarm, and refused to allow Ler to sail until they had received from the shi »pers of the cargo at 
Tampico a written consent to her braving the dangers of capture, to which she was exposed by ier ill fame. In the 
meanwhile, the Mexican Government, at the instance of Her Majesty’s Minister at Mexico. ordered an inquiry to 
be made into the case by the Governor of Vera Cruz, which ecurse nas ended in nothing ; aud as I presume that 
the owners of the cargo at Tampico will consider the legality of the change of nationality and the perfect regularity 
of all her papers to be sufficient guarantee against the detention of the ship by Her Majesty's cruizers while their 
property is on board, the ship wiil probably shortly be aliowed to sail on her voyage. 

It seems not unlikely that she will transfer her trifling cargo, at Havana, to another vessel bound to New 
York, or else proceed to New York, and thence once more to the coast of Africa. I have therefore thought it my 
duty to call your attention to the matter, that you may take such steps as may seem to you feasible and advisable 
for the frustration of the nefarious purpose which there can be little doubt she entertains, supposing my information 
to be correct, of which I feel pretty sure. 

T have, Ke. 


(Signed) CHARLES WAKg. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 188. 


Acting Consul Ledward to Captain Wake. 
Sir, Vera Cruz, March 8, 1865. 

IT HAVE the honour tu snforu you thai soue two days ago a screw-steamer, calied the * Margarita Quintero,” 
entered this port, and from verbal information I have received, this steamer arrived at Tampico under Spanish 
colours, and there assumed the Mexican flag, preparatory to leaving that place tor this port; and further, that she 
has hitherto been employed in the Slave ‘Trade, but to enable her to enter Havana she has received cargo in 
Tampico for New York, via Havana, and been placed as before stated under a © flag.” 

[ call your attention to these reports, as I have beeu given to understand that she is still destined for Slave- 
Traffic, the vessel having aiready made several successful trips from the coast of Africa to the Island of Cuba, and 
owing to her speed has hitherto escaped capture. 

T have, &e. : 
(Signed) FREDK. LEDWARD. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 188. 
Captain Wake to Acting Consul Ledward. 


Sir, “ Bulldog,” Sacrificios, Vera Cruz, March 11, 1865. 

AS there is some reason to believe that the screw steamer “ Margarita Quintero,” now in this port, has been 
recently engaged in the Slave Trade, and is one of those vessels that have hitherto evaded all the efforts of the 
British cruizers to capture them, and as the Mexican law declaring Slave Trade piracy, dated 8th August, 1851, 
provides for the detention of ships, foreign or Mexican, that are suspected of being or having been engaged in the 
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